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PREFATORY NOTE. 



The present volume explains itself. It consists of a 
newspaper index, arranged so as to form a series of 
annals of the Northern Highlands during the first quarter 
of the nineteenth century. H circumstances permit, the 
compiler will endeavour to follow it up with similar 
volumes for subsequent years. The practice of giving 
extracts from the newspapers of the past century is not 
imcommon, but has seldom been full and systematic. The 
present series has been prepared in chronological order, 
and illustrates a district which has its natural centre at 
Inverness, and possesses a character and individuality of 
its own. The volume will in any case be a help in the 
search of newspaper files, which is often undertaken with 
only the vaguest due. 

Inverness, August 1903. 



ERRATA. 

Page 2. — There are two mifitakee in dates in the first entry in 
James Snter's Memorabilia. The first election of Charles Grant 
for the Coonty of Inverness was in 1802, not 1800 ; and he retired 
in 1818, not 1819. It may be said that a contemporary writer is 
liable to make mistakes in dates unless he is careful to verify his 
recollections. 

Page 12, Feb. 12,— •• Pampler" should be " Rambler." 
Page 23, June 16, second entry. — In this paragraph the 
question is asked. What was meant by the Island ? From subse- 

Jnent entries it seems clear this was the name given to the present 
slands, and that the market was held somewhere near the eastern 
island, on the river bank. 

Page 77, Nov. 4. — ** Community " shonld be ** Commonty." 
Page 168, line 33.— For " Logan " read "Lyon." 
Page 237, February 26.— William Brodie appointed Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ross-shire should be " Lord-Lieutenant of Nairn- 
shire." 



TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

Paoi. 

Introduction ix.-xliv. 

Extracts from Suter's Memorabilia 1-4 

Index to " Inverness Journal "... ... ... 4-131 

Index to "Inverness Courier" 132-254 

Note A.— A Forres Family of Grants 255-262 

Note B. — The Anglo-Indian Grants — 

Charles Grant 263-270 

Lord Glenelg and Sir Robert Grant. . . 27 1-276 

Note C— The Northern Meeting 277-280 

Index to Volume 281-299 



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS. 

Charles Grant, M.P. for the County of In- 
verness from 1802 to 1818. From the 
painting by Baebutrn in the Sheriff 
Court-Room Frontispiece 

The Old Stone Bridge, erected in 1685, and 
swept away by the memorable flood of 
1849. From a sketch kindly supphed 
by Alexander Ross, LL.D., architect Dr 
Ross remembers the bridge well, and as 
a boy made a sketch of it the year before 
it was destroyed. In the present picture 
he has shown the houses on either side of 
the bridge, as they stood at the time. The 
house nearest to it on the east side of the 
river is Castle Tolmie Page 152 

Ruins of Inverness Castle. Sketch made by 
Dr Ross from a view preserved in the 
Archaeologica Sootica. These niins 
were the last fragment of the Castle 
blown up in 1746. Soon after this date 
the walls began to disappear, being carted 
away to be used in other buildings. The 
chief destroyer, as stated by the late Mr 
John Anderson, was a Mr Godsman, 
whose name is preserved in a neighbour- 
ing walk. The drawing shows the Castle 
as it appeared between 1790 and 1800... ,, 246 



INTRODUCTION. 




In the year 1801 the first Parliamentary census 
was taken in Great Bintain. The total 
population of Scotland was returned in 
that year as 1,608,420. In 1821 the 
population had risen to 2,091,521, and in 1901 the 
returns show a total of 4,472,103. This gives, in 
spite of copious emigration, an increase of nearly three- 
fold in a hundred years. How has it fared in the 
same period with the five (nominally six) Northern 
Coimties, Inverness, Nairn, Ross and Cromarty, Suther- 
land, and Caithness? In the district formed by these 
counties the total population in 1801 was 183,038, and 
twenty years later, 221,012; while in 1901 it stood at 
231,155. We are thus 48,117 better than a hundred 
years ago, and 10,143 better than eighty years ago. 
Compared with the rise in general population, the increase 
in the Northern Highlands is trifling, but some persons 
will be surprised to find that any increase at all has taken 
place. The following table of comparative figures may be 
given : — 

Counties. 1801. 

Inverness 72,672 

Nairnshire 8,322 

Ross and Cromarty... 56,318 

Sutherland 23,117 

Caithness 22,609 



1821. 
89,961 


1901. 
90,104 


9,268 


9,291' 


68,762 


76,460 


23,840 


21,440 


29,181 


33,870 



183,038 221,012 231,166 

Grenerally speaking, there was an increase in the popula- 
tion of the district until the middle of the past century. 
The highest figures in all the counties except Nairnshire 
are to be found in the twenty years between 1841 and 
1861. Another tabular statement will show the year in 
which each coimty touched its highest limit : — 

Year. County. roinilAtion. 

1841 Invemess-shire 97,799 

1851 Roee-shire 82,707 

1861 Sutherland 26,793 

1861 Caithnesa 41,111 

1881 Nairnshire 10,466 
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Thus the County of Inverness readied its highest point 
in 1841, when the population stood at 97,799. It was at 
its lowest in 1861 and 1871, when the numbers were a 
little over 88,000. For the last three decades the returns 
have been rather above 90,000, but showing 350 more in 
the first than in the last of the three. The County of 
KoGS, however, has steadily fallen from 82,707 in the 
middle of the nineteenth century, to 76,450 in the first 
year of the twentieth. Sutherland has fallen from 
25,793 in 1851 to 21,440 in 1901 ; Caithness from 41,111 
in 1861 to 33,870 in 1901 ; Nairnshire from 10,455 in 1881 
to 9291 in 1901. Though special causes, such as the 
extension of sheep farms at one period and latterly the 
growth of deer forests, have certainly operated to restrict 
and reduce population, there is no doubt that more general 
causes have had considerable effect. The chief decrease 
has occurred since the country began to be opened up by 
railways. During the same period the whole world has 
been opened up, and its remotest comers have become 
accessible; and the Highlands have freely contributed a 
proportion of their sons and daughters not only to 
industrial centres in the South of Scotland and in England, 
but to the colonisation of EngHsh-speaking lands. The 
Education Act of 1872 has accelerated the migration of 
young people, and the Crofters Act has not stopped the 
movement; indeed, there are observers who think that it 
has helped it forward by giving the tenants in possession 
a hold of the soil, and making it their interest to check 
squatting and sub-division. For our present purpose, 
however, it is only necessary to note that the population 
of the district is, as has been said, 48,000 higher than in 
1801, and 10,000 higher than in 1821. The distribution 
is, of course, very different now from what it was then ; 
there are more people in the towns and fewer in the rural 
districts. 

As to the town of Inverness itself, the earlier returns 
did not discriminate between burgh and parish. In 1801 
the total population of both was 8732; in 1821 it was 
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12,264; and in ICOl it had risen to 27,046. As far as 
can be made out, the population of the town proper was 
in 1801 about 5500, and in 1821 about 8500; these figures, 
however, to be taken as including more than the Royal 
burgh. In 1901 the population of the town, embracing 
the portion which was beyond the municipal boundary, 
was 23,066. The boundaries were extended as this 
volume was passing through the press, and now include 
the total just given, or a little more. Thus the population 
of town and parish together has increased more than three 
times during the century; the town itself has increased 
more than four times. 

The period which this volume covers was the great era 
of road-making in the Northern Highlands, and also 
witnessed the construction of the Caledonian Canal. 
Confining our attention meantime to roads, it may be said 
generally that to the north of Inverness and the west of 
the Great Glen, there were at the beginning of the 
nineteenth century no proper roads, except one along the 
East Coast to Wick, which was satisfactory in parts, and 
in parts rough and imperfect, and several well-constructed 
lines in the Peninsula of the Black Isle, lying between the 
Moray and Cromarty Firths. Two roads had been made 
to the west, but, as will afterwards appear, they were 
practically useless for wheeled vehicles. Lord Cockbum, 
in his Memorials, says : — " Those who are bom to modem 
travelling can scarcely be made to imderstand how the 
previous ages got on. The state of the roads may be 
judged of from two or three facts. There was no bridge 
over the Tay at Dunkeld, or over the Spey at Fochabers,' 
or over the Findhom at Forres. Nothing but wretched 
ferries, pierless, let to poor cottars, who rowed or pushed or 
ha\iled a crazy boat across, or more commonly got their 
wives to do it." He says that he rode circuits himself when 
he was Advocate-Depute between 1807 and 1810. There 
were no bridges from Inverness northwards across the 
large rivers, although some of the smaller streams had 
been spanned. The bridge at Brora, in Sutherland, is 
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specially mentioned by Pennant. In the Central High- 
lands the militaiy roads begun by General Wade and 
carried on long after his time, afforded convenient means 
of communication^ but they were formed on military 
rather than commercial plans, and many of them were so 
roughly constructed, so liable to get damaged by floods 
and the fall of debris, that they were difficult to keep in 
repair. The Survey of the Province of Moray, pubHshcd 
in 1798, gives a list of roads, which is too long to be quot^ 
in full, but may be summarised. The writer treats the 
post road running parallel to the Moray Firth, as the 
basis of all the other roads, and we follow his arrangement 
as follows : — 

Main road from Inverness to Edinburgh, by way of 
Elgin, Pochabere, Banff, Aberdeen, Forfar, Perth, and 
Queensferry, 236 miles. 

First Branch. — ^From Inverness by way of Fort- 
Augustus to Edinburgh, 161 miles. It is noted that 
there was a road to Fort-Augustus (32 miles) on each aide 
of Loch-Ness, but the southern only was passable for 
wheeled vehicles. From Fort-Augustus the road went 
over Corryarrick, and by way of Garvamore, Dalwhinnie, 
Dalnacardoch, and Dunkeld, to Perth. The distance 
from Inverness to Perth by this route was 126 miles, but 
the road over Corryarrick was very steep. A branch led 
from Fort- Augustus to Fort-William, 29 miles, making the 
length of road between Inverness and Fort-William 61 
miles. There was also a road from Fort-Augustus to 
Bemera, in Glenelg, on the West Coast, 43 miles; but 
Telford, in his report a few years later, says that only "the 
vestiges " of this road remained. This is the route which 
Dr Johnson and Boswell travelled in 1773, when they 
found military parties working on the road. 

Second Branch. — This road led from Inverness by way 
of Dalmagarry (Moyhall) to Aviemore and Dalwhinnie, 
and thence by the road before-mentioned to Pert& and 
Edinburgh, a distance of 155 miles. 

Third Branch. — ^This road hrcke off five miles from 
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Fort-Gteoilge, going by way of Dulsie Bridge to Grantown, 
Tomintoul, Braemar, Glenshee, and Blairgowrie, thence 
by Ooupar-Angus to Perth. Distance between Inverness 
and Edinburgh, 167 miles. It is stated that a new road 
had been lately formed direct from Dulsie Bridge to 
Aviemore by one stage of 18 miles. This was the most 
direct road from Forres through Badenoch to Edinburgh. 

Fourth Branch. — ^This branch struck off from the main 
road at Fochabers, conducted up the River Spey. At 
Eothes it was joined by a road from Elgin. Thence it 
proceeded to Aberlour and Grantown, from which the 
journey could be continued either by Aviemore or 
Totnintoul. There was also a road from Aberlour 
through Glenrinnes and Glenlivat to Tomintoul. 

Fifth Branch. — ^This road also seij off from Fochabers 
to Edinburgh, going by way of Keith, Huntly, Boat of 
Alford, Kincardine O' Neil, across the Grampians to 
Fettercaim, and so to Brechin, where it joined the main 
road. The distance from Inverness to Edinburgh was 
205 miles. There was a connecting road from Himtly to 
Aberdeen. 

Sixth Branch. — ^This branch left the " great road " at 
Stonehaven, and proceeded by way of Dimdee. This 
road was ** the course of tlie poet," and the distance from 
Inverness to Edinburgh was about 172 miles; but the 
crossing of the firths at Dundee and Kinghom made it 
imdesirable for ordinary travellers. 

The writer of the chapter adds the following com- 
ments : — " The shortest road from Inverness to Edinburgh, 
through Badenoch, is greatly superior to any of the 
others, in the complete repair in which it is always kept, 
in the satisfactory accommodation of almost every 
necessary bridge, and in the ingenuity and care with which 
the acclivities are in general avoided. The snow, how- 
ever, in winter is often so embarrassing that it is but little 
frequented during that season; the inns, of course, are 
then but pooriy provided; the shivering traveller is 
received in a room comfortless and cold, and most of the 
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articles in the bill are charged one-third higher, on the 
pretence of the distant land carriage, than in the taverns 
along the Coast The other roads are not always in so 
good repair as with little care and skill might be attained, 
and little or no ingenuity has been exerted in avoiding 
the acclivities." 

It will be observed that the list of roads given above 
applies only to the communications of Inverness with the 
East and South. To make his work complete, the writer 
describes the continuation of the post road from Inverness 
to the extremity of the island at Houna, where the 
Pentland Pirth was crossed to the Orkney Islands. The 
route lay by Beauly, Dingwall, Tain, and the Meikle Ferry 
to Dornoch, thence to GU>lspie, Helmsdale, and Wick. The 
journey could be shortened by taking the ferries to and 
from the Black Isle. He mentions that at Dunbeath a 
branch set off " through the causeway mire " to Thurso. 
He also complains of the " very considerable revenue " 
exacted from the traveller by the proprietors of ferries, 
" above what is requisite for the support and navigation 
of the boats." 

From the particulars given above, it appears that 
previous to 1800 the Central Highlands were well sup- 
plied with roads, though many of them were not of a kind 
suitable to modem times. If we take a wider survey, we 
find that the whole system of Highland roads, central and 
northern, with the partial exception of the highway along 
the Coast, was the work of about a hundred years, 
beginning with the operations of General Wade in 1725. 
Up till his time the roads in the glens were mostly cattle 
tracks, broadened by use as traffic increased, and in part 
enclosed by turf dykes. Burt describes certain native 
roads as " so rough and rocky that no wheel ever turned 
upon them since the formation of this globe" ; but perhaps 
the rockiness, as a general characteristic, is exaggerated. 
Dr Alexander Ross, Inverness, who has examined the 
remains of some of the old cattle tracks, says that they 
gave the guiding lines to General Wade's system. They 
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had often a broad margin, where cattle got a bite of grass 
in summer as they moved along. A specimen of these 
roads is to be seen in the neighbourhood of Inverness, 
going over the Leachkin. " The space between the 
bounding dykes is so considerable that squatters settle on 
the margin and build houses." (See paper in the 
fourteenth volume of the Transactions of the Inverness 
Gaelic Society.) During the eighteenth century tlie great 
lines of military road were constructed in the Central 
Highlands, converging at Inverness. The late Sir 
Kenneth Mackenzie of Gairloch, in two valuable papers, 
which appear in the fifth volume of the Ti'ansactions of the 
Inverness Field Club, describes these roads, and says that 
the system attained its fullest development about 1784. 
The total extent of militaiy roads was about 1100 miles. 
In 1814 the last of them were transferred to the care of 
the Commissioners of Highland Roads and Bridges; but 
by that time the extent imder maintenance had fallen to 
530 miles. Only one military road was ever made in 
Roes-shire, running from Contin, near Strathpeffer, to 
Poolewe. Sir Kenneth says he was told by a relative 
how Lady Seaforth, oa her way to the Lews, attempted to 
take her coach over this road with disastrous results. It 
got as far as Loch-Achanaidt, about fifteen miles from 
Contin, but was then so wrecked that it was not worth 
taking back to Brahan. " Certainly," says Sir Kenneth, 
" at the beginning of this [the nineteenth] century, the 
road wafi not used for wheels, and I doubt whether the 
traffic between the Ea^t and West Coasts was ever carried 
over it otherwise than by pack-horses." He mentions as 
a singular fact that in the police books of the County of 
Ross no reference is ever made to the military parties 
working on this road, though from 1770 onwards the statute 
labour upon it was regularly arranged for. 

There was a succession of distinguished travellers to 
the North of Scotland in the latter half of the eighteenth 
century. Bishop Forbes, who travelled to John G'Groats 
in 1762, left his wife at Inverness, as he was afraid of the 



BoMHihire roads, boi he repented his caution, as he says 
he ** tmmd the roads, though only natural, extremely good** 
The Bishop went by way of Ardenier and Fortrose 
throng the Black Isle, travelling in a postchaise. He 
was able to use the conveyance as far as Tain, and then 
toc^ to horseback Pennant, who followed the same 
route in 1769, says that after leaving Dingwall he rode 
" along a very good road cut on the side of a hill, with the 
country very well cultivated above and below." He 
mentions that he crossed the water of Brora, in Suther- 
land, by a handsome bridge of a single arch. He had 
to ford the River Helmsdale, but he ascended the Ord 
Hill, that " vast promontory," as he calls it, " on a good 
road winding up its steep sides, and impending in many 
parts over the sea." His precursor. Bishop Forbes, 
gives a graphic description of the ascent of this road. He 
says that ho " rode up every inch of it, a thing rarely done 
by any persons," though his companions, gentlemen and 
servants, walked every foot of it;, a good long mile. " Its 
steepness," he says, "and being all along on the very 
brink of a precipice, are the only difficulties; for other- 
wise it is one of the finest roads in the world, being so 
broad Uiat in most places two coaches might pass one 
auoUior, and tlien of fine, hard channel naturally, which 
no storm can make an impression on so as to break it. 
But then so very steep it is, particularly at entering upon 
it» that no machine can be drawn up it by any cattle what- 
Si>cver, unless it bo empty ; and even then there must be 
some sturdy fellows at the back of it, pushing it forward 
to assist Uio horses ; for if Uiey are allowed to make the 
least 8t^>p» backwani they must tumble by the very 
dodivity of the place.'* Tlio same pleasant traveller gives 
a deeoription of Uio *'Causeway-mire " road to Thurso, 
which divorgtil to Uio left in tlie neighbourhood of 
LaUtt^ronwheoL Tlie landlord of tlio inn told him that 
this was a pioce of gnniud that few gentlemen in Caithness 
woiild N't^nture on, iMct^pt under the conduct of a man 
tMniliiur with it. *' Accimliugly/* the Bishop proceeds. 
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"he [the landlord] got one John Sutherland for us, a 
sturdy, stout fellow, with whom we set out at four o'clock, 
and who performed his part very well over the Causey- 
mire, one continued piece of mossy ground for about two 
miles at least, full of sloughs and quagmires, directly across 
the road to Thurso ; but why it is called by such a name I 
could not conceive, as the smallest vestige of a causeway 
we could not discover in the whole. However, at Thurso 
they told me that a causeway had been there of old, but 
it had sunk down out of sight by the ruins of time." Two 
of the party slipped off through their horses bogging in the 
mire. " The only way," says the Bishop, ** of crossing in 
these narrow sloughs is to make the horses go speedily 
over; for if they make the least halt, or too leisurely a 
step, down they must sink." 

In the year 1773, Dr Samuel Johnson and Boswell 
travelled in a post-chaise as far as Inverness, and thence 
rode to the West Coast by way of Fort-Augustus and Glen- 
moristan. " We were now," says Dr Johnson, in his Tour, 
" to bid farewell to the luxury of travelling, and to enter 
upon a coimtry upon which perhaps no wheel has ever 
rolled. We co\ild indeed have used our post-chaise one 
day longer along the military road to Fort-Augustus, but 
we oould have hired no horses beyond Inverness." On 
the way from Fort-Augustus to Glenelg the travellers 
entertained a parijy of soldiers who were working at the 
road. For some reason tliis road was allowed rapidly to 
fall into decay. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie mentions that 
it was on the list of miUtary roads as late as 1799, but 
tbftt Colonel Anstruther stated a few years later that, 
tl^ough it had been on the list, '' it had never existed as a 
road, nor had it been ordered to be inserted in any 
estimate." Sir Kenneth points out that this was a 
mistake, and that from 1770 to 1784 the road had been 
named in aU the detailed estimates laid before Parliament. 
He thinks that Colonel Anstruther's investigations had 
probably not gone back beyond the year 1790, when 
Oiilitarv labour was dispensed with. The Parliamentary 



XVm INTRODUCTION. 

estimates for 1770 include a sum " for building an inn on 
the line of road from Fort-Augustus to Bemera, there 
being no house in fifty miles of said line." This was the 
inn at which Johnson and Boswell put up. The neglect 
into which the road had fallen is succinctly disclosed by 
Telford, who says in 1802, that " there are just the vestiges 
remaining of what was once a military road to Bemera, 
opposite the back of the Isle ol Skye." This road to 
Glenelg, and the road from Contin to Poole we, seem to 
have been the only two '' made *' roads which crossed the 
Highland mainland to the West Coast, and they were 
obviously very imperfect and unfit for wheeled traflSc. A 
road to Ullapool had been formed in 1792, but it was so 
badly constructed that it soon fell into decay, and had to 
be reconstructed by Telford. 

Mention may be made of an Atlas of Scotland, 
published by authority of Parliament in 1776. It is 
entitled "Taylor and Skinner's Survey and Maps of the 
Roads of North Britain or Scotland," and is inscribed to 
John, Duke of Argyle, Commander of his Majesty's Farces 
in North Britain. In a note the publishers say : — " We 
shall only observe that the military roads are kept in the 
best repair; and so much has been done of late years 
to the other roads by the attention of the nobility 
and gentry that travelling is made thereby in- 
credibly eas}% expeditious, and commodious; and such 
a spirit of improvement prevails throughout Soot- 
land that we may venture to say a few years 
will complete all the public roads in that part of 
the United Kingdom. There are good inns on all the 
roads, with poet-chaises and horses at every stage as far 
north as Inverness, by Aberdeen." It will be observed 
that Inverness is the limit. The maps show the East 
Coast road winding along the shore to Wick, John 
O'Groats, and Thurso; also the military roads of the 
Central Highlands and the road from Fort-Augustus to 
Glenelg. It likewise shows the roads of the Black Isle, 
and one turning west from Dingwall, and going towards 
Contin. North of Inverness the CoatJt road is brokeq 
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by the femes of Beauly, Conon, Meikle Ferry, and Little 
Ferry. The condition of affairs which we have thus 
described is practically the same as Telford found it to be 
in his survey and report of 1802. He speaks as if the 
general road connections of the country terminated at 
Tain. He emphasises the lack of bridges not only on the 
Northern rivers, but on the Spey at Fochabers and the 
Tay at Dunkeld. Summing up, it may be said that in 
the beginning of the nineteenth century, Inverness was the 
nattiral limit of traffic or travelling by wheeled vehicles. 
A conveyance might go as far as Tain, but horses were 
difficult to be obtained. The " natural roads," or cattle 
tracks, were better than we might nowadays imagine, but 
only for their own purposes or for foot passengers. The 
military roads in the Central and Southern Highlands had 
served their day, and were insufficient. There was a 
clamant necessity for a new and extensive system of roads 
if the Highlands were to be incorporated with the rest of 
the country. 

The Act for making Hoads and Bridges in the High- 
lands and for constructing the Caledonian Canal was 
passed in 1803, and the work was promptly begun, under 
the general superintendence of the famous engineer, Mr 
Telford, who appointed qualified assistants. For years 
tliereafter the work went on, giving the Highlands in the 
end the splendid system of communication which they have 
since enjoyed. It is easy to understand what the mere 
expenditure of money meant to a large and impoverished 
district Among the objects aimed at were the opening 
up of intercourse, the promoting of fisheries, and the 
stoppage of emigration. The making of new roads 
through the central Highlands and the west and north con- 
tinued until 1821, the construction of the Canal proceed- 
ing during the same period. Every year saw steady 
progress. Mr Telford began with the building of the 
bridges over the Tay at Dunkeld and over the Spey at 
Fochabers, the latter not directly under the Commissioners, 
but assisted by the Treasury, and apparently superin- 
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tended by their engineer. The bridge near Forres, over 
the Findhom (which was carried away by the flood of 
1829), was undertaken by local effort, but Mr Telford seems 
to have been consulted. " The whole expenditure on new 
roads and bridges," says the late Mr Joseph Mitchell, C.E., 
" amounted to £540,000, of which £267,000 was furnished 
by the Government, the difference being contributed by 
the coimties and individuals. This simi was expended on 
875 miles of roads, and on several large bridges noij 
included in the road contracts, the average over all amount- 
ing to a cost of about £400 a mile/' From other sources 
we learn that the counties contributed to the above sum 
£214,000, and individual proprietors, £60,000. Harbours 
and ferry piers were also constructed, half the cost pro- 
vided by balances remaining from the forfeited estates, and 
half by individual contributions, the total coming to 
£110,000. 

Tlie progress of improvement can be traced in the files 
of Inverness newspapers from the year 1807. We see 
about the erection of bridges at Beauly, at Conon, at 
Contin, at Bonar, about the construction of the Mound, in 
Sutherland, and the completion of roads to the east, west, 
and south. The roads in the central Highlands follow in 
many places a new line, and were, of course, much better 
formed than the old military roads. In November 1807, 
we read that " the total number of roads now formed and 
forming in the Highlands amount to forty," and the same 
issue notices the erection of a pier aii Broadford, Skye, 
through the exertions of Lord Macdonald. At length, in 
April 1818, we are informed that "from Edinburgh to 
Inverness, and from Inverness to John 0'Groat*s House, it 
is now possible to travel without crossing a ferry or fording 
a river, or even encountering a descent where the necessity 
of using a drag-chain is required." It is right to note 
that Uie proprietors gave willing contributions tjo the 
extension of roads. For instance, we read in 1809 that 
the road to Glenelg had been contracted for as far as 
Aonach, in Glenmoriston, being constructed to this point 
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by the aid of assessments, but beyond it by means of 
private subscriptions. The list of these subscriptions was 
headed by Lord Macdonald with £1000, and followed by 
Lord Seaforth with £500, Madeod of Macleod with £400, 
Sir Hugh Innes of Lochalsh with £300, and others with 
contributions of from £100 to £200. It may be added 
that the system of roads in Sutherland was completed in 
the north and west of the coimty about the year 1830, at 
the expense of the house of Sutherland. 

Along with the work of road-making came improve- 
ment in mail and travelling accommodation. In 1800 
the mails were carried to Inverness by post-horses three 
times a-week from Aberdeen. The time at which a daily 
mail coach was established between Aberdeen and Inver- 
ness is sometimes given as 1809 or 1810. The newspaper 
file, however, gives the exact date as 51^ April 1811, the 
fares for the journey being — Inside, £3 13s 6d; outside, 
£2 9s. The late Mr A. P. Hay, postmaster at Inverness, 
says that a two-horse post was all that was provided at 
first, but it was soon followed by a four-in-hand. The 
time taken to transmit a letter from London to Inverness 
was, he says, six days. Meantime communication, more 
or less regular, had been established by the central road 
to Edinburgh. Mr James Suter notes that the first 
attempt to start a regular coach to Perth was made in 
1806, but it was soon discontinued. In 1809 we find the 
" Duchess of Gordon Inverness Coach " running three 
times a-week in summer and twice a-week in winter. Mr 
Hay says that for some time its expenses were supplemented 
from the Corporation funds. Until the roads were well 
advanced, the mails north of Inverness were conveyed by 
a man and pony to Tain, and thence by poet-runner. In 
March 1808 there is an advertisement of the first carrier 
going beyond Dingwall. His name was Donald Roes, and 
he was to travel as far as Tain. In June 1809 a 
" diligence," as it was called, began to run from Inverness 
to Tain by way of Beauly and Dingwall. The same issue 
that records this step mentions the following instance of 
the rapidity with which a person might now travel in the 
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Highlands. " Mr Gordon of Carrol, a few days ago, left 
Edinburgh per the Inverness coach, and reached his house 
in Sutherland, a distance of 215 miles, in forty-seven hours 
and a-half/' In September 1818 a proposal was made to 
start a mail diligence to Wide and Thurso, the local 
authorities at Inverness, Bonar, and Helmsdale allowing 
it to pass their bridges toll free, and the counties of Ross 
and Sutherland each subscribing £200 to assist the move- 
mentj. The coach started in the following July (1819), 
being timed to leave Inverness at 6 a.m., to arrive at Wick 
at half-past seven on the following morning, and at Thurso 
at half-past eleven. Mr John Anderson, in his Essay on 
the Highlands, published in 1826, says that horses were 
brought from Edinburgh, and stables and inns erected by 
Lord Stafford at very considerable expense. "By one 
common bond of intercourse," he adds, '* the two most 
distant parts of the island, the one situated at 1^ 
extremity of the English Channel, the other in the latitude 
of John O'Groat's House, were thus joined together, at a 
distance of 1082 miles. In no country, it may safely be 
said, is there a parallel of so rapid a change.'' To us of 
the twentieth century, the change only marks a small step 
of progress; but to men of that generation it seemed an 
extraordinary advance. Dr Alexander Roes, however, in 
the paper formerly mentioned, notes that even after the 
roads were available and stage coaches running, the county 
families did not; always avail themselves of the puUic 
conveyances, but continued posting with the same horses 
all the way to London. " While looking," he says, " over a 
wonderful collection of old carriages in the coach-house of 
the late Sir George Dunbar, with great C springs and 
rumble behind, I remember remarking to the old coach- 
man that these carriages were worthy of being put into 
a miiseuuL He repUed, ' Many's the time I have driven 
them to London all the way.' On expressing my astonish- 
ment that they should have been so recently in use, he 
said, ' Ah, sir, these were the fine old times. We used 
to leave here about the end of October and reach London 
in about two months, travelling each day about thirty 
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mllea, and staying ten days or a fortnight in Edinburgh 
to dine with the lawyers and setUe our law pleas. When 
!we got near London we would meet other families also 
going in, and the young folks would have rare times. We 
left London about the beginning of April, and took a 
similar time to reach home. Of course/ he said, ' we often 
had to rest the horses and get them shod, and such events 
lost us a day now and then.'" Dr Ross observes that 
these were the picturesque days of travelling, when men 
todk time to look at the country and to know the people. 

The work of constructing the Caledonian Canal greatly 
assisted in opening up the Highlands and in distributing 
money during a trying period. For nearly twenty years 
the Canal employed large relays of workmen, many of 
them day labourers, many skilled masons and carpenters 
from the counties of Nairn and Moray. Exclusive of 
payment for land and for damage (which came in the end 
to £48,000), the estimated cost of construction was 
£474,531. This sum, however, was greatly exceeded. 
When the waterway was opened in 1822, the cost had 
reached £884,000, and subsequent operations, completed in 
1847 or a httle later, brought the total up to £1,300,000.* 

* The following figures, taken froira the ofiicial reports on 
the OunaJ, have heen kindly supplied: — 

Outlay on C.u<xdonian Canal fbom Octobsb 1805 till 
May 1822. 

1. Management and Travelling Expenses 

2. Timber and Carriage thereof 

3. Machinery, Cast-iron Work, TooHs, &c. 

4. Quarries and Masonry .^ 

5. Shipping 

6. Houses and other Buildings 

7. Labour and Workmanship— Day work ... 

8. Do. do., Measure Work 

9. Purchase of Land and Payments on ao- 

ooont of Damages 

10. Purbhase and Hire of Horses and Pro- 

vender 

11. Incidental Expenses 

12. Road-making 

Balance ait oredit, Messrs Hoare's a/o... 
Total 



£28,013 1 2| 
68,013 9 11 

117,336 7 lU 

190,945 12 Of 
10,794 2 3i 
4,283 18 3| 
80,886 2 11 

377,349 1 2i 


47,683 


2 


8i 


2,956 
1,872 13 
4,026 19 


2 
8 


£884,159 12 
987 15 


!' 


. £885,147 


7 


2f 
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The difficulties presented by the loose gravel of the bed, 
and the enormous rise in wages and prices during the 
Continental war, account for the increase in expenditure. 
Labourers who were paid from Is 6d to Is 8d per day in 
1803, received in 1814 from 28 4d to 2s 6d, and skilled 
workmen shared in the advance, though in somewhat 
smaller proportion. The price of timber was doubled, and 
in the case of native fir, more than doubled in the same 
period. The native fir and birch came largely from 
Lochiel's forest and from Glenmoriston, and was reported 
by Telford to be particularly hard and sound, more durable 
in vessels and wheeling planks than Baltic timber at double 
the expense. The dressing stone was obtained at the 
east end from HedcasUe, but at the west end had to be 
transported from the Oumbraes; rubble was got at the 
one end from dachnahairy and at the other from the 
north shore of LochieL The work excited interest as a 
national undertaking, though grumblings were naturally 
heard about the expenditure. At length, in 1818, naviga- 
tion was allowed during summer on the Loch-Ness side, 
but was closed in November as a precaution against floods. 
In June 1820 a steamboat was placed on the route by Mr 
Henry Bell, to ply between Inverness and Fort-Augustus, 
and in October 1822 the Canal was opened from sea to sea, 
amidst general jubilation. The member for the County 
(the Right Hon. Charles Grant) and his father, with a party 
of gentlemen from town and coimty, travelled by the 
steamer on her first through voyage. There was a grand 

Mr Chai'les Grant, M.P., said, at the opening of the Canal, 
that t}>e total labour and workniansliip from October 1803 till 
May 1822 was £646,987 98 Ofd. 

The Canal expenditure up till 1848 was £1,306,032 3s 6d, 
less £5,906 ITs 9d in bank at 1st May of that year.— 

Total £1,306,032 3 6 

Less 6,906 17 9 

Net total £1,300,125 17 9 

It was originally intended to have raised Loch-Ness 6\ feet, 
but it was finished 2 feet short of this. (See Walker and 
Burgees' Report, June 1847). 
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dinner at Fort-William to celebrate the memorable 
occasion. The financial returns from the Canal have 
proved disappcnnting, but it has helped to make the High- 
lands accessible, and has made a beautiful route familiar 
to travellers from &}1 parts of the world. During the time 
of its construction, the expenditure mitigated the poverty 
which might otherwise have proved serious in its effects. 

Our period saw changes as great in the conveyance by 
sea as by land and canal. Mr James Suter mentions that 
in 1804 smacks began to ply regularly between Inverness 
and London', for the first seven years going once in three 
weeks, and afterwards once in ten days. The smacks 
called at Cromarty, and latterly seem to have started from 
that place. The time taken depended on the winds. The 
voyage seems sometimes to have lasted from ten to fourteen 
days. Mr Joseph Mitchell says he made the passage in 
a smack from Aberdeen in six days. Occasionally the 
voyage was much more expeditious. In February 1815, 
for instance, we are told that the Inverness Packet arrived 
at Buighead from Gravesend in the short space of seventy 
hours, having outstripped the mail by thirty-four hours. 
Steam navigation sprang up while the Canal was in 
progress, and the waterway, as we have seen, was utilised 
even before it was fully opened. The first steam vessel, the 
Comet, was placed on the Clyde by Henry Bell in 1812, 
and in the next ten years the new system of navigation 
came into general use. In December 1820, Sir Hugh 
Innes of Lochalsh made arrangements for the running of 
a steamboat between Glasgow and Kyleakin once a-week. 
It is recorded that she made her first voyage in 35 hours 
and 50 minutes, and the return voyage in 40 hours and 
16 minutes, the latter in spite of heavy gales. In May 
1821 a steamer was launched at Dumbarton to complete 
the connection with Inverness by way of Aberdeen. Thus 
almost at the same time the Highlands came into posses- 
sion of a complete system of roads, of steam service by sea, 
and of the advantages of communication by the Caledonian 
Ciuia}. 
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The rural economy of the Highlands underwent a vital 
change during the period under consideration. The 
abolition of heritable jurisdictions after tjie rising of 1745 
changed the whole constitution of Highland sodeiy. 
Though it was absolutely necessary to take away the feudal 
powers which the chiefs possessed, the measiu-e, from an 
economic point of view, had unfortunate effects. It was 
inevitable that under the new circumstances a commercial 
system should take the place of the patriarchal, but the 
change was too sudden and revolutionary. It must not, 
however, be forgotten that the occupancy of land in the 
Highlands at the time was essentially on an unsound 
basis. Tacksm^en related in blood to the chief held ccn- 
siderable tracts at low rents, and sub-let to the body of 
the people, whose payments helped to support the middle- 
men in comfort. Cottars, with still smaller patches of 
soil, added to the numbers of the population. The time 
had now come when the presence of a large body of men 
was no longer necessary to support the dignity of a diief, 
and as proprietor his thoughts turned to the improvement 
of his rentrroU. The tacksmen resented the increased 
demands made upon them, and began to emigrate. 
During this state of friction farmers from the Southern 
counties came to the Highlands and offered large siuns for 
land as sheep walks. The process began on the Glengarry 
estates in 1782, and went rapidly forward. Mr Fraser- 
Mackintoeh says that in 1768 the rental of the Glengarry 
estates was only a little over £700, and in 1802 it had 
risen so enormously that it exceeded £5000. There was 
a large emigration from Knoydart in 1786, and another 
even larger in 1802. In the latter year three vessels 
sailed from Fort-William to ^Quebec, carrying with them 
hundreds of Highlanders, who were a great loss to the 
old country, but who enriched the land to which they 
went. In 1792 sheep-farming had spread to such an extent 
in the counties of Ross and Sutherland that it led to 
serious riots, the people attempting to drive the sheep 
away. This, however, did not stop the movement. T\\^ 



iNTBODUCnON. XXVlI 

authorities were strong, and the people, who were peaceful 
at heart, submitted, but with passionate protestations, 
which still evoke profound sympatjhy. In 1817 the Sheep 
and Wo(^ Fair was established at Inverness. Up till 
this time and afterwards, in spite of eviction and emigra- 
tion, the population continued to increase. It was 
stimulated, no doubt, by the growth of the kelp industry 
on the western seaboard and islands, which gave employ- 
ment to many people, but which broke do¥m just about 
the end of our period, and brought in a new element of 
distress. It must also be remembered that there were 
wide districts wliich were never cleared, and in which the 
old imperfect system* of agriculture was gradually sup^ 
planted by newer methods. It was during the first 
quarter of the century that a real beginning was made 
with the improvement of cultivation. 

There is a survey of the County of Inverness prepared 
for the Board of Agriculture in 18Q8 by Rev. Dr James 
Roberts(«, minister of Callander, in Perthshire, which 
contains many interesting particulars. Dr Robertson 
deplores and condemns the depopulation of districts caused 
by the extension of sheep-farming. He also lets us see 
what the old system was like. He thinks there was too 
great a gulf between the tacksmen and the small tenants. 
He says that the culture of the potato, which fifty years 
before was almost unknown except in the gardens of the 
wealthy, had spread until it had become universal. He 
observes that one-half of the inhabitants of Scot^nd lived 
mainly on potatoes during eight or nine months in the 
year, and that the proportion so sustained was higher in 
the Highlands tlian in the rest of the coimtry. The 
possibihty of the crop faihng did not strike him, as indeed 
at that time there was nothing to foreshadow such 
disaster. Ho states that the lower class of Highlanders 
lived in greater comfort and plenty than in any former 
generation. There was no necessity to bleed cattle in 
bad seasons to supplement the " pittance of meal." The 
housing of the great majority of the people was, however, 
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as bad generally as it still remains in some of the outer 
islands. The dwellings of the better class — ^the small 
minority — ^were comfortable, but all the rest were of the 
most miserable description. "The huts of the Indians 
bordering on the Lakes of St Lawrence," says Dr Robert- 
son, " cannot be worse in point of structure and 
accommodation." A communicatian to a newspaper just 
beyond our present period supplies some curious par- 
ticulars. The writer assiunes the population of an 
ordinary Highland parish to be about 2000, and he says 
that three-fourths, or more nearly four-fifths, lived in black 
huts. He thinks there may be 500 huts in such a parisli 
and 500 outhouses, making a total of 1000; and he puts 
the cost of erection at £12 a-piece, making a total value 
of £12,000. Improvement, however, was at work. The 
Highland Society of Scotland did much for agriculture by 
tlie offer of premiums, and local Farming Societies were 
established to promote the movement. On the part of 
the proprietors the difficulty of providing satisfactory 
houses and steadings for small holdings no doubt helped 
to bring about the enlargement of farms and the decrease 
of population. 

Without attempting to describe the general condition 
of Highland agriculture in the olden time, concerning 
which much has been written elsewhere, it may be interest- 
ing to give a few further gleanings from Dr RobertscMi's 
survey. He speaks more than once of the number of 
horses kept by the small tenants before the introduction 
of sheep farming. These horses were allowed to roam 
the moors at large, and sent down in annual droves to the 
Lowlands for sale. They were of a poor kind, and in Br 
Robertson's opinion not remunerative. "There is," he 
says, "no species of bestial more useless or expensive 
than an idle horse. In Glenmoriston alone, a district of 
no great extent, a gentleman of veracity told me there had 
been 900 horses imtil very lately. In a fine meadow of 
a well-cultivated part of the country I reckoned six small 
horses grazing upon one farm." Dr Robertson describes 
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the method of ferrying the cattle from Skye across the 
sound at Kylerhea. The animals were forced to swim. 
*' For this purpose the drovers purchased ropes, which are 
cut at the length of three feet, having a noose at one end. 
This noose is put round the under-jaw of every cow, taking 
care to leave the tongue free. The reason given for 
leaving the tongue loose is that the animal may be able 
to keep the salt water from going down its throat in such 
a quantity as to fill all the cavities in the body, which 
would prevent the action of the lungs ; for every beast is 
found dead, and said to be drowned at the landing-place, 
to which this mark of attention has not been paid." Each 
cow was tied to the tail of the cow before, forming a string 
of six or eight; and a man in the stem held the rope of 
the foremost cow. The most favourable passage was at 
high water, and very few beasts were lost. It is said 
that from 5000 to 8000 cattle were taken across in this 
fashion in course of the year. Dr Robertson condemns 
the practice of casting turf for fuel or for thatching, which 
spoilt the pasture groimd. Ploughmakers and cart- 
wrights had only recently settled in the low and central 
parts of the coimty. The late proprietor of Cantray was 
the first to introduce a thrashing mill driven by horses, 
having imported the machinery and tradesmen from Leith. 
The number of sheep in Inverness-shire in 1808 was 
reokoned at 50,000, having doubled in ten years. " The 
(Ad indigenous sheep, which are small, fine-woolled, and 
altogether white, are still very numerous. The Linton 
breed, or those with black legs and faces, are the most 
prevalent. Stocks of Cheviot sheep are gaining ground, 
because their wool is much finer, and their carcase equally 
large with the Linton breed." At that time there was no 
regular deer forest in the county, except at Lochiel, though 
" there are straggling deer to be met with in almost 
every part of the mountainous districts."* Dr Robertson 

• Tlie late Mr Macpherson, in his book on *'Cliurch and 
Social Life in the Highlands," gives extracts respecting the 
old deer forests from a paper written by Captain Lactilan Mac- 
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speaks very highly of the moral and law-abiding character 
of the people. " Single individuals travel unarmed, in all 
directions, through the Highlands, with thousands of 
pounds in their pockets, to purchase cattle, without dread 
or annoyance." Finally, we may quote the following 
passage relating to home industries: — 

" Tho domestic manufacture of this county is very confiider- 
able, because ui>wards of sixty thousand of the inhabitant«, 
out of a population of seventy-fom* thousand, inay be said to 
be clothed by their home-spun and home-wrought stuffs ol 
various kinds, excepting bonnets, handkerchiefs, and a few 
more articles for female, or Sunday's attire. 

"The housewives, and their daughtei-s, and servant-maids, 
are more industrious than one cou!d suppose, in a country 
where the pastoral habits and employments still continue so 
much to prevail. Their cloths are woven by the country 
weavers, and dressed by the d^ers in the neighbourhood. 
Their tartans and plaids are universally admired for fineness 
of fabric, brilliaoicy of colours, and the taste displayed in the 
vaiiety of setts or patterns. This display of ingenuity and 
industry, is by no means oonfined to the common people. 
Many or the ladies of fortune understand the art of dyeing 
to great perfection, not only with respect to the more easy 
and cheap colours, but even as to the more delicate and vivid 
kinds, which they often execute full as hvely and permanently 
as the most skiliul and experienced dyers in the great towns. 
To enumerate all the instances of these thrifty habits would 
be endless. I shall mention only one or two, as a specimen 
of the rest. At a gentleman's house in Lochaber, I saw two 
hearthrugs of the most beautiful mixed colours; one dozen 
of chair-covers woven, and another dozen sewed by a stitch 
called vigo (well-known to ladies), having five different shades 
of ereen, four of red, three of purple, a black ground, with a 
yellow and white edging; all spun, and dyed, and sewed in 
the house. The whole drawing-room furniture, sopha and 
chair-covers, was of the same kind; sixteen carpets, of 
different patterns. The bed and table linen was countless; 
as also the blaoikets, which, in warmth and fabric, were equal, 
and in fineness, superior, to those sold in the great towns, 

pherson, " Old Biallid," who died! in 1858. He says that at 
one time the deer forests possessed by the Eiarls of Huntly 
commenced at Ben Avon, in Banffshire, and terminated at Ben- 
Nevis, near Fort-William, a distance of seventy miles, with- 
out a break except for tlio estate of Rothiemurchus, about two 
miles in breadth. *' No alteration took place until after the 
Rising ol 1745| when the whole forests were let as grazings, 
except Gatok, which the Duke of Gordon continued aa a deer 
forest until about the year 1788. when it was let as a sheep 
walk, and continued so until 1826, when the late Duke of 
Gordon (then Marquis of Huntly) re-established it." (See also 
pages 48 and 49 of this volume.) 
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mider the name of being imparted from the South. Shawls 
and gownB of twisted worsted, and! tartans of the most livelT 
colours, beantifully diversified, and varions other articles, all 
spun and dyed in the family, under the inspection, aino by 
direction of Mrs Cameron of Fassfern. In the opposite side 
of the county. Mrs Macpherson, at Mains of Ardersier, near 
Fort-Geoi^e, oesidoe many other articles of industry, which 
it might DC thought tedious to enumerate in detail, sends 
every year to the bleaching between three and four hundred 
Yards of linen, spun in her own house, from the flax raised by 
her husband." 

It is curious to note that while the system of sheep-farming 
was extending, much alarm and lamentation were caused 
by the constant stream of emigration. One of the objects 
of the construction of the Caledonian Canal was to stop 
this movement. Mr Telford, in his report of 1802, says 
that about three thousand persons had left our shores in 
the previous year, and he was informed that three times 
that number were preparing to leave in course of the 
year in which he was writing. Tlie men who were going 
were not without resources. " The very high price of 
black cattle," says Mr Telford, '' has facilitated the means 
of emigration, as it has furnished the old farmers with a 
portion of capital which enables them to transport their 
famiHes beyond the Atlantic." At the present day a 
passage to Canada or the States is an easy thing. At 
that time, however, the passage occupied from six weeks 
to two months, and was often accomplished in vessels ill- 
equipped with water and provisions. The tale is one on 
which no one cares to dwell. 

There is a sentence in Lord Cockbum's Memorials 
which describes the warlike atmosphere of a protracted 
period. Of the peace of 1814 he says: — *' Old men, but 
especially those in whose memories the American War 
ran into the Frendi one, had only a dim recollection of 
what peace was; and middle-aged men knew it now for 
the first time." Even then there was still the final con- 
flict to come with Napoleon, before the battle of Waterloo 
pat an end to the dash of arms. During the wars the 
Highland regiments were winning those laurels which 
hftve made their names famous. For home defence therQ 
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were Pencible regiments, some Volunteers, regular 
militia, and latteiiy the Local Militia, instituted in 1808 
and suspended in 1816. The Pencible regiments formed 
a home force in Scotland, raised by recruiting instead of 
by ballot, but the last of them were disbanded early in 
the nineteenth century. The Local Militia gathered into 
its ranks the greater part of the young manhood of the 
country, drawn by ballot betvreen the ages of eighteen 
and thirty, each county being obliged to furnish a force 
of the kind six times as large as the regular militia quota. 
It is not surprising that with constant war abroad and 
periodical warlike training at home, the military spirit 
was dominant. In the newspapers of the time there are 
frequent references to the Local Militia. The Hon. 
Archibald Fraser of Lovat was Colonel of the 1st Inver- 
ness-shire regiment and Glengarry of the second; and 
authority was given to Highland battalions to wear the 
Highland dress as their uniform. Apparently this 
permission was granted on the application of Glengarry, 
who, whatever his faults, cherished an enthusiastic pride 
in the Highland name. 

The practice of illicit distillation became exceedingly 
prevalent during the period with which we are dealing. 
About the year 1814 two causes operated to increase the 
practice to an enormous degree. The first was the pass- 
ing of an Act which prohibited the use of stills of less 
capacity than 5CX) gallons, a measure which served as a 
complete interdict to legal distilling in the Highlands. 
The second and more permanent cause was the distress 
which set in after 1815, owing to the fall in agricultural 
prices at the close of the war. Matters then became so 
serious that the county authorities petitioned Gk>vemment 
to legalise the use of small stills. This was conceded in 
1816, stills of 40 gallons capacity being allowed, and the 
duty reduced. But the new Act was surrounded by so 
many restrictions that the distilleries which were estab- 
lished failed to become successful The legal distiller 
was obliged to make his wash of a specific strength, and 
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to pay duty on a specific quantity of spirits, whether he 
was able to extract the required amount or not. In 
point of fact, he was required to produce one-fourth or 
one-fifth more than the smuggler, and so it was true that 
smuggled whisky was at that time better in quality than 
the whisky legally distilled. It was not until 1823 that 
a new Act was passed which conceded more liberal regu- 
lations, and allowed distillers to warehouse spirits without 
pa3anent of duty. Accordingly, the year 1823 saw both 
the climax in smuggling and the turn in the tide. 

When smuggling was at its height the whole Highland 
district was involved in it, from east to west and from 
north to south. Bands of men carried the product of 
their stills through the glens on ponies, and often resisted 
the officers of the law. The military had to be called in 
to help the Excise. The late Mr Joseph Mitchell 
mentions that one morning when, as a young man, he was 
driving up Glenmoriston before breakfast, he met twenty- 
five Highland ponies tied to each other, carrying two kegs 
of whisky apiece, and attended by ten or twelve men 
armed with bludgeons. They looked at Mr Mitchell with 
suspicion, but at length one of them said to his companion, 
** Tou need not mind ; it is the son of Mitchell, the man 
of the high roads " (his father being superintendent under 
Telford), and they treated him to a dram. During the 
same period quantities of wines and foreign spirits were 
smuggled in from Holland. Under date ol Decembeir 
1821, the " Courier" contains an account of a strange case 
which was tried at a Justice of Peace Court at Inverness. 
Hie shoremaster had been accommodating enough to bury 
in his garden eighteen kegs of gin which the skipper of a 
smack had picked up at sea, and moreover, to ensure 
concealment, had planted cabbages over the spot The 
kegs having been discovered, the culprits were prosecuted, 
but they pleaded that the gin was flotsam, that the 
statute allowed them twenty-four hours to give notice to 
the Excise, and that the officers had made their seizure 
before the expiry of this period of grace. The Court 
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actually accepted the plea, and tiie defenders had the 
audacity to give notice that they intended to raise an 
action against the Excise officers for illegal detention of 
the vessel It is not likely that the action ever came off. 

Naturally there were great complaints as to the 
demoralising character of smuggling. The community 
was infected with it from top to bottom. Farmers found 
a market and obtained a better price for their grain 
through the illicit traffic; landowners secured higher 
rents; the people generally obtained cheaper whisky. At 
a Justice of Peace Court at Inverness in 1823, no fewer 
than 400 persons from the districts of the Aird, Strath- 
glass, and XJrquhart were fined for illicit distillation or 
for selling spirits without a licence. In the same year 
there were 14,000 detections in the Highlands for breaches 
of the Excise laws. The Act of that year helped to 
improve matters, assisted by the spread of education and 
the influence of the clergy. But much was likewise due 
to the increased activity and determination of the Excise, 
and the enforcement of high penalties. The Justices had 
been in the habit of imposing fines much below the mini- 
mum authorised by law. At the time of the passing of 
the new Act, however, the authorities resolutely de- 
manded that the minimum of £20 should be imposed, 
otherwise six months' imprisonment. The Justices de- 
murred, and some of them talked of resigning. Tliey 
were not aware of the resources of the Department. In 
a prosecution in Banffshire, when the Justices proved 
obstinate, the Excise transferred the cases to the Court 
of Exchequer, which subjected the offenders to penalties 
varying from £100 to £500 apiece. This seems to have 
broken down the opposition, and the enforcement of stiff 
penalties by local Justices proved a deterrent to the 
smugglers. In 1834 tlie number of detections had fallen 
to 692. 

The Church of Scotland at this time held almost un- 
disputed sway in the Highlands, except for the Catholic 
and Episcopalian sections of the population. There was 
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very little dissent of any other kind; only a few small 
congr^ations founded under special circumstances. The 
Church was earnest in its work, both in the religious and 
educational fields. The people out of their poverty con- 
tributed freely to such objects as were brought before 
them. For instance, there was a Northern Missionary 
Society founded in 1800, which raised in twenty-two 
years about £3000 for missionaiy purposes, and had by 
no means at that date come to an end of its career. In 
1823 a sum of £50,000 was granted by Government for 
providing additional places of worship in the Highlands 
and Islands. By the erection of churches and manses 
this sum made provision for over forty additional mini- 
sters, whose services were appreciated in the wide rural 
parishes. In the matter of education the Gaelio-speaking 
population was very backward. But there was constant 
effort for improvement. In 1811 a Gaelic School Society 
was established in Edinburgh; in 1818 a Society for the 
education of the poor was formed at Inverness. In a 
report which the latter Society issued in 1825, it is cal^ 
culated that in the Hebrides and other western parts of 
Inverness and Boss, 70 persons in the himdred could not 
read; in the mainland parts of the Northern Highlands, 
40 in the hundi-ed. According to the same report, there 
was in the western district only one copy of the Bible for 
every eight persons above the age of eight years, and ia 
other districts only one copy for three persons. In 1825 
the General Assembly appointed a Committee for the 
purpose of increasing the means of education and religious 
instruction. From this step great benefit accrued. The 
Bible Societies also gave valuable assistance in providing 
Gaelic Bibles. 

There are several names that frequently occur in the 
annals of the Highlands in the early part of the centuiy. 
The two Charles Grants, father and son, exercised in suc- 
oession great infiuence as members of Parliament from 
1802 until 1835. Other distinguished persons took a 
leading part in the social life of the coimtry, either as 
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residents or occasional visiixxra. The Northern Meeting 
then, as now, was the culminating point of the Highland 
season. The famous Lady Jane, Duchess of Grordon, was 
a prominent patron of this assembly, supported by her 
son, the Marquis of Huntly, and by one or other of those 
daughters who had made such brilliant marriages. The 
Duchess delighted to spend the autumn at Kinrara, enjoy- 
ing a simple Arcadian life after the toils of London society. 
Miss Elizabeth Grant of Rothiemurdius, afterwards Mrs 
Smith of Baltiboys, describes the unpretending accommo- 
dation and the frank enjoyment of hostess and visitors. 
" Half the London world of fashion, all the clever people 
that could be hunted out from all parts, all the north 
coimtry, all the neighbourhood from far and near, with- 
out regard to wealth or station, and all the kith and kin 
of both Grordons and Maxwells, flocked to this encamp- 
ment iu tlie wilderness during the fine autimms to enjoy 
the free life, the pure air, and the wit and fun the Duchess 
brought with her to the mountains." Mrs Smith also says 
that Lord Huntly was the life of social gatherings. '' He 
was young, gay, handsome, fond of his mother, and olteo 
with her; and so general a favourite that all the people 
seemed to wake up when he came amongst them-" The 
Duchess died in London in April 1812, and her remains 
were brought North by her son, and interred in a 
sequestered spot chosen by herself not far from Kinrara 
House. The Marquis was the last of his line. He 
married in 1813 Elizabeth Brodie, daughter of Brodie of 
Amhall, but without issue. In 1827, on the death of 
his father, he succeeded to the dukedom, and to an 
encumbered property. Before his death in 1836 he had 
to part with Lochaber and a portion of his Badenoch 
estates. The late Dr Camithers, in his Highland Note- 
book, gives the following interesting reminiscences of the 
closing days of the " gay and gallant Marquis " after he 
had become Duke of Gordon : — 

" There certainly never was a better chairman of a festive 
party. He oould not make a set speech ; and on one occa- 
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sioii when Loid Liverpool asked him to move or second an 
address at the opening of a session of Pailiament, he ^iiy 
replied that he would undertake to please all their lordships 
if they adjoxu'ned to the City of London Tavern, but he could 
not undertake to do the same in the House oi Lords. He 
excelled in shoi-t, unpremeditated addresses^ which were 
always lively; and to the point. We heard him once on an 
occasion which would have been a melancholy one in any 
other hands. He had been compelled to sell the gieater 
part of his property in the district of Badenoch, to lessen the 
pressure of his difficulties, and emancipate himself, in some 
measure, from legal trustees. The gentlemen of the district 
resolved, before piu-ting with their noble landlord, to invite 
him to a public dinner in Eangussie. A piece of plate, or 
some other mark of regard), would perhaps have been more 
apropos, and less painful in its associations: but the dinner 
v/as siven and received. Cliampagne flowed like water ; the 
Highlanders were in the full costume of the mountains, and 
great excitement prevailed. When the Duke stood up, his 
tall, graceful form sliglitly stooping with age, and his g'ey 
hairs shading his smooth, bald forehead, with a generaFs 
broad riband across his breast, the thunders of applause were 
like a warring cataract or mountain torrent in flood. Tears 
sparkled in his eyes, and he broke out with a hasty acknow- 
ledgment of the honours paid to him; he alluded to the time 
when he roamed their nills in jrouth, ^thering recruits 
among their mountains for the service of his country — ^to the 
strong attachment whicli his departed mother entertained for 
evei*y cottage and family a:uong them — and to his own 
eiffeotion for the Highlands, wliich he said was as firm and 
lasting as the Rock of Cairngorm, which he was still proud 
to possess. The latter was a statement of fact: in the sale 
of the property the Duke had stipulated! for retaining that 
wild mountain range called the Cairngonn Rocks. Hie effect 
of this short and feeling speech — so powerful is the language 
of nature and genuine emotion — ^was as strong as the most 
finished oration could produce." 

On the death of the nobleman who figures in this pathetio 
scene, the entailed estates — still a splendid patrimony — 
went to the Duke of Richmond, the grandson of Duchess 
Jane by her eldest daughter. The ancient title was 
revived in 1876, and the present venerable peer holds the 
honours of Duke of Richmond and Gordon. 

Tliere were other three great proprietors who occupied 
a prominent place, and who experienced their share of 
human troubles. The last Earl of Seaforth was a man of 
marked ability, whose mental endowments triumphed over 
the defects of deafness and imperfect speech. But he 
lived during a lavish period, and he was, at least for a 
time, a member of ihe extravagant circle which gathered 
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round the Prince Regent. He was also involved in West 
Indian plantations which proved unprofitable. So his 
property became embarrassed, and part of it had to be 
sold. His four sons predeceased him, the last two dying 
in 1813 and 1814; and Lord Seaforth himself, broken in 
heart, passed away in the beginning of 1815, leaving the 
estates that remained to a widowed daughter. The Hon. 
Archibald Fraser of Lovat, the last surviving son of the 
famous Lord Simon, was a carefiil and attentive business 
man, who managed his affairs with credit and success. He 
was proud of his Highland descent, and assisted the Duke 
of Montrose in getting rid of the law which pro- 
hibited the wearing of the Highland dress. But in his 
case also his sons, five in all, predeceased him. The 
eldest son, the last c^ the family, represented the County 
of Inverness in Parliament from 1796 imtil 1802. By 
his death the deed of entail came into operation which 
secured the succession to the Strichen branch of the 
family. The Hon. Archibald Fraser died in the same 
year as Lord Seaforth, 1815, but at an interval of eleven 
months. The third of these conspicuous proprietors was 
Maodonell of Glengarry, who succeeded to a fine inheri- 
tance, and squandered it away. His ambition was to be 
a Highland Chief of the olden time, so far as that could 
be attained under modem conditions. Glengarry moved 
about with a body of retainers, which constituted his ''tail." 
He was always eager for a leading place among his con- 
temporaries. Though he possessed talent and many 
kindly qualities, his overbearing temper led him repeat^ 
edly into dijQEiculties, and his careless expenditure far 
exceeded his income. The estates were deeply involved 
before his death in 1828, and after his time they passed 
from the family. Many other Highland families, who 
were less prominent before the world, transmitted their 
estates unimpaired to their successors. 

To come to the town of Inverness. A publi(>spirited 
Provost, William Inglis of KingsmiUs, died in 1801. He 
was a merchant and banker, and is characterised by Mr 
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James Suter as the most useful Magistrate the town ever 
possessed till that date, " the founder of its finest build- 
ings, and some of its most valuable institutions, and for 
thirty years the chief promoter erf its improvements." 
Among the most influential men who succeeded him were 
Mr Gilzean, Mr Grant of Bught, and Dr Robertson of 
Aultnaskiach. Mr Gilzean was a pluralist, being sheriff, 
collector of customs, and distributor of stamps, and yet 
able to hold office as Provost. He is said to have left a 
fortune of from £50,000 to £60,000, which was a large sum 
for those days, especially in a town like Inverness. Mr 
Grant has been described as a " kindly man of dignified 
manners," who promoted social intercourse, and was 
personally popular. Dr Robertson seems to have been 
the ablest and most public-spirited of the three, but as 
time went on he became identified with the party which 
resisted the demand for reform, and so lost some of his 
popularity. A curious incident in the history of the 
burgh was the suspension of its " set " or ccmstitulion, 
which took place in 1818, and lasted for several years. 
According to the constitution. Councillors and Magistrates 
were to be residenters, '' and actually traffid^ing merchants 
or maltmen." Objection was taken that one Councillor 
and two Bailies were neither trafficking merchants nor 
maltmen. The Corporation pleaded usage, but rather 
than incur the expense of appearing before the Court of 
Session in Edinburgh, they allowed judgment to go 
against them. Those who d^ended the practice which 
had crept into existence contended that the objection was 
an attempt to narrow the constitution of the burgh ; that 
to confine the qualifications to the classes specifically 
mentioned was a retrograde step. There was obvious 
truth in this view, but doubtless there were personal feel- 
ings at the bott<Mn of the qiiurel, and a desire to over- 
throw what was regarded by the objectors as a local 
autocracy. The Court of Session disapproved of the 
application, though they felt bound to give effect to the 
tedmical objection, llie election ot a member of Pfuiif^ 
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ment for the Burghs was in the hands of the Town 
Councils, which practically meant the Provosts, and the 
selection really rested alternately with the Provost of 
Inverness and the Provost of Forres. It is not surprising 
that these gentlemen were loth to relinquish a privilege 
which conferred upon them both influence and patronage. 
When Robert Grant, a younger son of Charles Grant, got 
notice to quit from the representation before the Beform 
Act of 1832, it was generally believed that a question of 
local patronage was as much the cause of his dismissal as 
the divergenoe of his pohtical views from those of the looal 
magnates of the day. 

In the early part of the century the town consisted of 
little more than the streets which now form its centre — 
High Street, Bridge Street, Church Street, Castle Street, 
and New Street (or Academy Street), with a humble off- 
shoot at East Gate. In Home's map of 1774 the west 
side consists of a few blocks of building going as far down 
as about the present Greig Street Bridge. There was 
then a wide open space occupied chiefly by what is called 
the Bed Yard, and after that a few more houses about 
the Green of Muirtown. An old channel of the river — 
but not the main channel — appears at the Abban. There 
is a road shown running across the mouth of this channel 
and down to Kessock, the only road to Kessock in those 
days. Behind the road, marking the old channel, are the 
words, " Stones called Bowbridge" ; and behind this again 
an open space bearing the words on the map, " a salt 
water lake called the Nabon." The land running part of 
the way alongside consists of enclosures called Dalnaboo, 
and the road to Beauly is traced between Balnabon and 
high-water mark. The Centenarian says that in his boy- 
hood, say about 1765, there were only fifteen '' smokes *' 
and eight small windows, with the exception of Phopachy 
House, between the Blue House and Kessock Ferry. 
Improvement had set in before the end of the eighteenth 
century, due in no small measure, as the writer of the 
Qld Statisticfd Account sa^s, to the ^at in^ux of mone^ 
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fr<Mn the East and West Indies, and to the establishment 
of factories. The Northern Meeting BiOoms were erected 
in 1790; the Royal Academy and the Jail and Court- 
House in Bridge Street, in 1791. In 1796 the principal 
streets were levelled and paved, and Clachnacudain — the 
Stone of the Tubs — ^was removed from the centre of High 
Street to a place under the Gross. In 1798 the Chapel 
of Ease, now the U.F. East Church, was built. In 1800 
the Castle Hill was enclosed by a wall; in 1803 the 
Norfliem Infirmary was erected, and the same year the 
lands of Merkinch were feued. In 1808 the Wooden 
Bridge was erected, and next year an embankment was 
formed between that point and Douglas Row. In 1812 
the Head of Churdi Street was widened, and Geddes's 
building was erected, apparently the fine block opposite 
the Exchange. In 1813 the embankment of the town 
lands at the Longman was completed, and in 1815 the 
Thombush Pier was built and the Harbour deepened. 
These particulars are given in James Suter's Memora- 
bilia. 

The old stone bridge (destroyed by the flood of 1849) 
was a fine feature in the town, described by Telford as 
the handsomest old bridge in Great Britain. The remains 
of the old Castle are shown in a picture of 1820, but they 
disappeared during the next few years, the stones probably 
forming a quarry for other buildings. The Centenarian 
says that the roads north and south of the bridge were 
carried out under the direction of Provost Robertson, 
who also widened the west end of Bridge Street at his own 
expense, removing the turnpike stairs in front and setting 
back his property. The work appears to have been 
carried out in the winter of 1816 and 1817, during a period 
of severe disti-ess in the town. A contemporary notice 
says that ''elegant and commodious roads have been 
made on both banks of the river, and extensive footpaths 
have been formed, which certainly add much to the 
comfort and to the health of the inhabitants.'' Part of 
these improvements was the Ladies' Walk on the river- 
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bank, which derived its name from the fact that it was 
made at the expense of some generous ladies. In the 
winter of 1817 the walk was injured by a flood, and some 
X>erson or persons who had made a bet on the result of 
the burgh Parliamentary election and won it, applied the 
proceeds to the repair of the path. Telford Street was 
built for the accommodation of engineers and superin- 
tendents during the construction of the Canal. In 1818 
a new line of road was constructed from this street to the 
town. " The present entrance in that direction," we are 
informed, "passes through all the fllth of the Green of 
Muirtown, which is by far the most disagreeable and 
irregular access to the town; the new entrance will pass 
directly from the line of elegant buildings in Telford 
Street through the field on the north of the hovels on the 
Green, by Wells's Foundry, to the fine embankment 
lately built on the west side of the river." The land was 
given free of charge by Mr Duff of Muirtown; and it is 
stated that faw persons had done more than this gentle- 
man for the improvement of the neighbourhood. There 
were, as has been said, factories in the town for tanning, 
thread-making, bleaching, dyeing, and making cloth, but 
they were not permanently successful The fuel mostly 
used was peat and wood; coal only by the well-to-do 
classes. Mr Joseph Mitchell, who was bom in 18Q3, and 
passed his boyhood in the town, says that some of the 
houses were of considerable size, with turnpikes and pepper 
boxes outside; but Petty Street, the Maggot, and the 
west side of the river consisted mainly of huts. A stream 
of water ran across Church Street from School Lane, and 
Avas turned into a drain in 1818. 

In the year 1800, Dr John Ley den passed through the 
town of Inverness during the tour of which the Journal 
has recently been published. He says that he " beheld 
indeed very little that is not to be seen in every town" ; 
also that "it contains some elegant buildings, but no 
regular streets or squares of neat houses." This negative 
accoimt shows at least that there was nothing to call forth 
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the travellers' special animadversioiL " Many of the 
houses/' he adds, "are of considerable antiquity, and have 
the arms of some Highland chieitain sculptured on a large 
slab inserted in the wall, from having been the town 
houses of these chieftains in feudal times." Leyden 
climbed Craig-Phadrick, and continues — " The finest view 
of Inverness is from the eminence above Muirtown as you 
ascend Craig-Phadrick, one of the eminences of that ridge 
which conceals the Fraser country, or Aird. Here the 
apparent regularity of the arrangement and elegance of 
the structures greatly exceeds reality/' Ihe entry is 
dated at Nairn, September 11th, and Leyden's apprecia- 
tion may have been chilled by the mists which led him, 
as he says, to abandon his proposed journey to Boss-shire. 
Dr MaccuUoch, whose Tour was published in 1824, and 
who was not given to enthusiasm, is much more apprecia- 
tive. He waxes eloquent in describing the beauty of 
the situation, and calls Inverness itself " a clean town and 
a good-looking town,'' adding that '' it possesses the best 
and the civilest and cheapest inns in Scotland." We may 
fairly say that at the beginning of the nineteenth century 
the town was not behind other county towns in Scotland, 
and had advantages over many of them, due to its position 
and siu-roundings. Since then, in outward appearance 
and in the character of its buildings, it has kept pace with 
any community in the land. Indeed, it has been rebuilt 
to such an extent that, in spite of its ancient history, 
Inverness as it stands is essentially modern. It only 
remains for its people to maintain the entei-prise which 
their fathers in their day exhibited, and thus to keep up 
the march of improvement which so far has not failed. 
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No. I. 

iR changes that have occurred 
ID the North of Scotland dur- 
ing the century which has lust 
closed Will be understood in 
bome detail b^ those who fol- 
low the chronicle now begun. 
It is our hope to be able to proceed with 
the annals of the North, so as to form an 
index to the principal events of the century 
iif tne Highlands. This work cannot be com- 
pleted without occasional breaks, but it will 
be kept in view and carried out as circum- 
stances permit. A bare index, though usdPul, 
would be comparatively dull, and we therefore 
give in most instances i^ort paragraphs, 
including some not important in themselves, 
but interesting as illustrating the life or habits 
of the period. 
^--. For the first six and a-half years of the 
century, we have been obliged to fall back 
on the late Mr James Suter's Memorabilia, 
which consist of short notes of events of public 
interest. From the 7th of August 1807, we 
have the guidance of the '^vemess Journal," 
and shall follow its files until the foundation 
of the "Courier" in 1817. Our file of the 
" Journal '^ is not absolutely complete, but 
some of the missing numbers have already 
been placed at our disposal, and the other 
few blanks may be filled. The publisher of 
the '^Journal," Mr John Young, printer and 
bookseller, issued several works in Gaelic and 
English, including a handsome edition of 
Macpherson's Ossian. "Mr Young is said to 
have conducted the 'Journal' himself for a 
little tune, but early in its career the editorial 
chair was taken by David Carey, a native of 
Arbroath, who discharged the duties for nearly 
five years. Carey was an author of consider- 
able versatility and ability — a poet, novelist, 
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and snooenfol pamphleteer. WhDe in InTor- 
ne» he pnbliali^ a Tohnne of poons, printed 
by Mr lonng, 'Cbug-Phadrick,' dee. : Inver- 
ness, 1810. This voliime is now dbieflj 
▼aluable for the notes to the piece Craig- 
Fhadrick, containing as they do modi 
information on the earfy history of InTemess. 
In connection with the 'Jonrnal,' it may be 
mentioned that a yonnger son of Mr Yoimg's, 
Mordo Toungy was long editor and latteriy 
proprietor of the 'London Sun' and True 
Sun' newspapers.'' (From Bibliography by 
the late John Noble in Scottish Notes and 
Queries. April 1888.) 

At the beginning of the coitury the means 
of communication were exceedingly limited. 
In 1804 smacks were established to run once 
in Uiree weeks between Inverness and Lon- 
don. It was in 1806 that the first regular 
coach began to run to Perth by the Highland 
Boad, but it seems for a time, though only for 
a short time^ to have been discontinued. The 
Acts of Parliament for the construction of the 
Caledonian Canal and the making of roads 
and bridges were passed in 1803. and for years 
afterwards work was plentiful toroug^out the 
Highlands. It will be observed Qiat emi- 
gration was going on. apparently against the 
wish of public men, if we may judge from the 
expression of opinion given below. The sad 
fate of a large partj of emimints from the 
north coast is chronicled by uie ''Journal." 

From James Suter^a MemoraXniia, 

1800. — ^A keen contest took place for the repre- 
sentation of the County between A. Forbes of 
CuUoden, S. Frater, yr. of Lovat, and Charies 
Qrant, when Mr Grant was returned, and 
continued to be member until 1819, when his 
son, the Right Hon. C. Grant, snoceeded him. 

Ibid.---Sundav Schools first established in the 
town by dnarles Grant. 

Ibid.— Episcopal Chapel built. Expense, £700, 
defrayed by sabscnptions and a loan of £200. 

Ibid.— A fund of £675 raised by voluntary 
subscriptions for relief of the poor. 

Ibid.— The Castle Hill enclosed with a wall. 

Ibid. — Northern Missionary Society begun. [1822. 
This institution has collected at Inverness and 
Tain, since its commencement, about £3000 of 
voluntary contributions.] 

1801. — ^A large quantity of gunpowder exploded 
in the centre of the town, by which seven 
persons were killed and many others wounded. 
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Almost all the houses in the middle of the 
town were injured and had their windows 
shattered on this occasion. 

Ibid. — ^The first public nursery garden in this 
place formed, viz., the Telford Street one. 

Ibid. — ^In this year died William Inglis of Eangs- 
mills, merchant and banker, a native of uie 
town and Provost of the Bursh, the ablest 
and most useful Magistrate it liad ever pos- 
sessed, the founder of its finest public buildings 
and of some of its most valuable institutions, 
and for 30 years the chief promoter of all its 
improvements. 

1802. — ^Regular cattle markets commenced at the 
Island. 

1803. — A chapel erected by the Seceder congrega- 
tion. [In 1820 this was converted into a Koman 
Catholic Chapel.! 

Ibid. — ^Acts of Parliament passed for cutting the 
Caledonian Canal, and for making roads and 
building bridges in the Highlands of Scotland. 

Ibid. — The lands of Merkinch first feued out for 
building. 

Ibid. — ^The Northern Infirmary opened for the 
reception of patients. Elxpense of building, 
£5000. Annual expenditure, about £700 a- 
year. The whole defrayed by voluntary con- 
tributions, chiefly parochial. 

1804. — Smacks begm to ply successfully at fixed 
days to and from London. At first the period 
of succession was onoe in three weeks. [In 1814 
it became one in ten days.] In 1770 vessels 
arrived from London only once in four or five 
weeks, and even these were very small ; and 
at the same period the communication with 
Leith was not more frequent. At present the 
voyaffe to Leith is at least one in ten ds^s. 

Ibid. — Sasso Ferrato*s valuable picture of the 
Holy Family (bequeathed to the town by James 
Clark, of Naples, a native of Inverness) was 
placed ill the hall of the Academy. 

1805.— Theatre built. This building was the 
speculation of a private individual. 

Ibioi. — ^Inverness-shire Farmer Society formed for 
the improvement of agriculture. [There was 
no meeting of this Society for many years 
previous to the spring of 1821, when it was 
revived.] 

Ibid.— The interest of a sum of £1500, be- 
queathed by Bailie Thomas Young, to be paid 
yearly to the poor and placed under the manage- 
ment of the Kirk Session. 

Ibid. — ^First iron foundry commenced. 

1806.— First regular coachlto Perth by the High- 
land road. Mr Suter adds — This coach was 
soon discontinued, and the present useful estab- 
lishment was then projected. 
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Ibid.— Poor's Goal Fund begnm. Collected chiefly 
at the church doon. Jir Suter notes, th^ 
from the time this fund was started until the 
time he wrote (1822) £680 hod been paid into 
it." 
Ibid.— Buildings of Telford Street begiKL 
1807. — Gunpowder magazine built at the Long- 
man. Expense, £250, paid by the Burgh. 



From the ** Inverness Journal.*' 

1807. 
The dates at the beginning of each paragraph 

are the dates of issue of the paper, not of tne 

events chronicled. 

August 7, 1807. — On this date was issued the 
lirst number of the "Invemess Journal." It 
bears the inmrint as publisher of John Young, 
bookseller, Invemess, and the price was six- 
pence per copy, by subscription £1 7s 6d per 
annum. The paper was issued weekly on 
Friday. It consists of a well-printed sheet of 
four pages, five columns to a page. The firsC 
leading article begins by referring to the pro- 
gress that had been made in recent years in 
all the useful arts in the Northern Counties. 
**The face of Nature has, by the exertions of 
some discerning and spirited individuals, 
happily assumed a different aspect, and new 
channels of industrious occupation have been 
opened for uie surplus population of the 
County." The writer trusts **it will be readily 
admitted th&t the value of these blessines may 
be enhanced and more fully appreciated by a 
more extended knowledge of their nature and 
effects; and that few sources of general in- 
formation are better calculated for the attain- 
ment of this desirable object than a weU- 
conducted newspaper. Interested," the writer 
continues, "in ever^hine that relates to the 
prosperity of a district of country to which we 
lie under so many obligations, it shall be our 
earnest desire to introduce into the 'Inverness 
Journal* every topic that may tend to its im- 
provement and advantage." The number is 
well advertised, chiefly with sales of timber 
and farms to let. One of the news paragraphs 
states that a bill has just been passed by the 
Legislature authorising the distulers in Soot- 
land hereafter to conmience working on the 
10th of November in each year, instep of the 
first of October; the date being more con- 
venient than the other with respect to the 
harvest, the providing of cattle, hiring of 
servants, &c. A communication appears nrom 
Sir Gkorge Mackenzie of Coul giving t^er^radts 
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of experiments with Taocination on memben 
of his own family. He expresses the conviction 
that ''cowpox, when properly managed, is a 
perfect safeguard against the most loathsome 
and pestilential disease to which the human 
frame is subiect." 

August 14. — The Inverness-shire Farmer Society 
met on 7th inst.^ when office-bearers were 
elected, the Hon. A. Fraser of Lovat being 
President, and Mr John Young, bookseller, 
secretary. The Society met quarterly. The 
subject set down for discussion at the November 
meeting was **What is the best rotation of 
crops for land that has been limed?" 

Auffust 21. — ^Majority of the eldest son of the 
Marauis and Marcmoness of Stafford celebrated 
on 8th inst. A company of 60 dined at 
Dornoch, Lord Reay in the chair. ''Two com- 
panies of the Sutherland Volunteers attended 
and fired volleys after each of the leading toasts." 
Other five compeoiies of the battahon were 
entertained on the Links of Gk>lspie.. There 
was another battalion, the companies of which 
were entertained in Lord Reay's county and 
in Assynt. 

Ibid. — "Died here, on the 9Ui curt., Mr Thomas 
Hossack, officer of Excise. He was stationed 
in this place for upwards of 30 years, a cir- 
cumstance which affords the best proof of his 
integrity as an officer and of his good conduct 
as a member of society." 

August 28. — ^Memoir of Colonel Patrick Macleod, 
of the 78th, who fell commanding a detachment 
stationed at El Hermet in Effypt to cover the 
Siege of Rosetta. He was the second son of 
Donald Macleod of Qeanies, Sheriff-Depute of 
the County of Ross. The memoir is continued 
throush several issues. 

Ibid. — ^"The Highland Society of London have 
sent Mr Alexander Stewart, the editor of a 
recent collection of Qaelic poems, on a tour 
throug^h the Highlands for the purpose of 
collecting such fragments as are still extant of 
the poetrv, music, end historical tales of the 
ancient CJaledonians. An inquiry into the 
topography of the dominions of Fingal; of 
the places of birth, residence, and interment 
of tne Invincible Chief, his warriors, and 
bards ; of the scenes of their exploits ; together 
with the remains of theur buildings, tumuli, 
&c., form also a part of his mission." 

September 17.— Thomas Gilzean elected Provost. 

October 2. — Duncan Munro« on 26th inst., elected 
Provost of Fortrose. "After the election Sir 
Alexander Munro, late Provost, came forward 
in the most handsome mannet-, and tendered 
to the Magistrates and Council £60 sterling 
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to andst in defraying the expenae of pifM* 1*^17 
laid for fapplying the inhamtanta witn water. 

Ibid.— At the Cir^t Conrt, held on 29th nit, 
seyeral penona were tried for aaaanlting 
Revenue offioerg, and were aentenoed to im- 
priaonment. llie fallowing caae is alao 
recorded: — ''James Hogg iSni others, reai- 
dentera in Cromarty, were indicted for riotonaly 
obstrocting the funeral of a person who they 
supposed had been guilty of suicide, and 
aaaaulUuff the persons attending the funeral 
But his lordship, being of opinion that this 
was a matter more pnmer to be taken cog- 
nisance of by the Sheriff of Uie County than 
for trial before the Circuit Court, he remitted 
the case to the Sheriff of Boss and Cromarty, 
with power to him to proceed therein." 

October 9.— Foundation-stoue laid of the hrMfl;e 
across the river Conon, near DingwalL The 
ceremony was performed by Sir Hector Mac- 
kenzie, attended by a number of the gentlemen 
of the neighbourhood, and the Dingwall Vol- 
unteers. 

Ibid. — Sir Charles Ross of Balnagown elected 
Provost of Tain. Sir John Sinclair of Ulbster 
elected Provost of Wick. 

Ibid. — ''On Tuesday, 29th ult., an animal resem- 
bling a tiger cat found its way into a house in 
Invermoriston, which being observed by a 
woman of the house, who instantly gave the 
alarm, he sorang towards her with the greatest 
ferodtv, at least sixteen feet, but was prevented 
from doins her injury by three men who pur- 
sued end Killed mm. A leather collar, with 
an iron chain about eight inches lona;, was 
found round his neck. It is supposea to be 
the same animal which recently made his escape 
from Brahan, and is said to have done con- 
siderable mischief." 

Ibid. — ^A Caithness correspondent writes as fol- 
lows : — ^"With so many mcitements to industry 
and the means of employment afforded by the 
Caledonian Canal ana other public works now 
carrying on in the North of Scotland, it 
mi^ht naturally be expected that the rage for 
emigration among the Highlandars should be 
repressed, if not altogether extinguished. Yet 
it is to be regretted that within these few days 
a ship was cleared out of the Custom-house of 
Thurso for Pictou, in America, with a number 
of families of these deluded people, consisting 
of 130 persons in men, women, and children, 
none of whom were under the necessity of 
leaving their native country." Hie Editor 
adds — "Most criminal infatuation! that canf 
Uius lead men to migrate from their native 
homes into a state of voluntary banishment. 



1807] File of Inverness Journal. 7 

peril, and toil the most laborious, to a country 
where they have not only to toil, but to make 
the field, the half of which exertion and labour 
would have made the country they thus abandon 
pregnant with every blessing." (See below.) 

Ibid.— The following obituary notices appear : — 
"Died, at Nairn, on the 7th curt., Alexander 
Hay, Esq., depute-lieutenant, and ca{>tain of 
Volunteers in Nairnshire. His merit alone 
raised hun to the most respectable situation 
in that county, and afforded him the exercise 
of a mind truly benevolent. He is much and 
will be lonjr regretted. — "Died, at Montego 
Bay, Jamaica, on the 10th July, Thomas 
Carnaby, there, son of William Garnaby, 
merchant in Forres; beloved, respected, and 
regretted by all who knew him." 

October 16 and 23. — Notices of the Northern 
Meeting, which began on Monday, 12th inst., 
and lasted for the week. It is noted that the 
Duchess of Qordon was not present, and that 
Lord Seaforth, who had been unwell, was not 
sufficiently recovered to attend. 

Octob^ 30. — "A few days ago at a marriage in 
KirkhiU, the mother of the bridegroom, who was 
96 years old, was so elevated on the occasion 
that she sans and danced, and entertained the 
company wiUi 80 years old stories, and would 
have no other music than the Highland bag- 
pipe, which she said was always the music that 
Lord Lovat and the lairds of her day danced to 
on similar occasions." 

November 6. — ^Very heavy rains, causing floods, 
and com carried away. From the scarcity of 
fodder and general failure of the turnip crop, 
black cattle had become of little value. A 
tolerable milk cow may be had for from three 
to four pounds." A storm followed of great 
severity. 

Novemb^ 13. — ^Heavy fall of snow and intense 
frost Harvest not all gathered in. 

Ibid. — Proposal to obtain Royal Charter for the 
Northern Association of Gentlemen Farmers 
and Breeders of Sheep, to extend to the coun- 
ties of Inverness, Ross, Sutherland, and Gaith- 
ness. 

Ibid. — ^The Inverness Farmer Sodety, on previ- 
ous Fridav, held a ploughing match at Drakies. 
Fifteen ploughs competed. "Tlie first premium 
was assigned to James Elliot, servant to Mr 
Fraser-Tytler of Aldourie; the second to 
Murdoch Macgreffor, servant to Mr Shaw at 
Holm ; the t&d to John Macbean, servant 
to Mr Mackintosh of Holm ; and the fourth to 
Gordon Watson, also servant to Mr Fraser- 
Tytler. It may be mentioned as worthy of 
notice that the plough used by Murdoch Ifac- 
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gregor was made by himself, though he never 
was bred to the cartrwright business." 

Ibid. — "Died, at the Manse of D^ke, on the 6th 
curt. , the Rev. John Dunbar, in the 7l8t year 
of his age and 45th of his ministry." 

November 20. — Notice of the erection of a pier 
at Broadford, Skye, through the spirited 
exertions of Lord Macdonald. 

Ibid. — ^'The large and beautiful basin of the 
Caledonian Csnal has for some time been 
frozen over, and has afforded a delightful field 
of exercise and amusement to skaters." 

Ibid. — "The total number of roads now formed 
and forming in the Highlands amount to forty, 
containing nearly one thousand miles of 
extent." Passages from the annual report of 
the Commission of Roads and Bridges appeared 
in several iciues before this date. 

December 25.'^'The estate of Cradlehall, con- 
sisting of ninety acres arable, fifty-seven acres 
young plactine, and nine acres pasture, which 
was advertised for sale in this paper, at the 
upset prit^e of £4275 10s, has been purchased 
by Charles Grant, Esq., M.P., for £7950. Its 
commanding situation and other natural ad- 
vantages render it capable of being made a most 
delightful place of residence. Tnia property 
was originally a pendicle of the lands of CasUe- 
hill» which were purchased in the year 1788 
for £9000; and it may not be deemed un- 
worthy of remark that th*» whole except two 
lots, valued at £12,000, has been sold for the 
sum of £44,000, so that this estate, without 
having undergone any material improvement, 
has been enhanced upwards of six times in 20 
years." 

Ibid. — ^A correspondent at Thurso communicated 
the following distressing intellig^ice : — "We 
have just received the melancholy accounts of 
the loss of the brig Rambler, of Leith, James 
Norris, master, cleared out at this port in 
September last for Pictou with emigrants. They 
left Stromness the 1st of October, and on the 
29th of the same month were totally wrecked 
near the Bay of Bulls, in Newfoundland. When 
the ship left this port she had on board 130 
passengers; the crew consisted of 14 seamen, 
besides the Captain and Surgeon. Of these, 
the only survivors are three passengers, the 
second mate, and four seamen ; so that, melan- 
choly to relate, 138 persons have perished on 
this unfortunate voyage." 

Ibid. — "The King has been pleased to present 
the Rev. David Brichan, Doctor in Divinity, 
to the Church of the united parishes of Dyke 
and Moy, vacant by the deaUi of Mr John 
Dunbar, late minister there." 



1808] File of Inverness Journal. 



No. n. 

There are several items of interest in 
connectioii with the year 1808. The first 
incident recorded is the finding of a silver 
chain at Torvean by the labourers engaged 
at the construction of the Caledonian Canal. 
The chain, it will be observed, was found in 
the end of 1807, not in 1809 as generally 
stated. Five sudi chains have been found 
in Scotland, and none elsewhere. They are 
all now in the Museum of the Society of 
Antiquaries in Edinburgh. The Inverness 
chain is the largest. The original description 
quoted below says it weighed 104 ounces ; Dr 
Joseph Anderson, the careful and accurate 
curator of the Museum, eives its weight at 
92^ ounces. '* Each link," he says, " is a solid 
bar of silver, hammered round and bent 
circularly till the ends come dose together." 
A second chain of the same kind has been 
found at Parkhill, in the parish of New 
Machar, Aberdeenshire; a third at White- 
deuch, in the parish of Crawfordjohn, 
Lanarkshire; a fourth at Hordwell, in Ber- 
wickshire ; and the fifth at Haddington. On 
two of the chains (Parkhill and Whitedeuch) 
are symbols of the kind found on the 
Sculptured Stones of Scotland. They belong, 
apparently, to earhr Christian times. It is, 
perhaps, worthy of note that the Inverness 
chain was found " in the side of a large flat 
cairn." The flat near Torvean was formerly 
known as Kilvean, the hill and the plain thus 
taking their name from some early saint. 

The winter of 1807-8 was intensely severe. 
Fodder became very scarce, and many black 
cattle died. As late as April 29th "the 
intenial parts of the country" were com- 
pletely covered with snow, and the Highland 
road was blocked. An examination of the news- 
paper flies diows that the social condition of 
Scotland was much worse than at present. 
Cases of theft and robbery were more frequent, 
and there were two murders at Tain. The 
military spirit of the country, fostered by the 
war with France, was very active. Battalions 
of Militia and Volunteers met at stated times 
for drill, and underwent careful inspection. 
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Among the most active officers in the North 
in connection with these local movements 
were the Hon. Archibald Eraser of Lovat, 
Donald Madeod of Oeanies, Sheriff-Depute of 
Ross-fihire, and Lieut.-Colonel Rose of Kil- 
ravock. 

It wiU be seen tiiat the Town Council 
of 1808 had among its members no 
fewer than four ex-Provosts — an unusual dis- 
tinction, we imagine, even in the period of 
close burgh corporations. The congregation 
of the Nairn Parish Church had a narrow 
escape from serious disaster owing to the 
unsi^e condition of the building, which must 
have formed a striking contrast to t^e present 
handsome edifice. In those days the Northern 
Meeting was held at a somewhat later date 
than now, and in October 1808, the Marquis 
of Huntly, who was a prominent member, rode 
all the way from Aberdeen to Inverness in 
less than seven hours. Readers will see what 
assistance was given to the Royal Academy 
and the Infirmary by Mr Lachlan Mackintosh 
of Raigmore, who collected no less than 
£2811 7s in India for the benefit of these 
institutions. 

Several meetings were held durinc 1808 to 
protest against a bill proposing to allow malt 
to be made from sugar. This, it was feared, 
would greatly affect the price of barley. 

We referred last week to the smacks that 
plied between Inverness and Leith and Inver- 
ness and London. Hu(2:h Miller describes one 
of the Leith. and London smacks as a vessel 
" with a huge single mast, massive and tall as 
that of a frigate, and a mainsail of a quarter 
of an acre." It may be remembered that in 
1826 Hugh spent seven days in a voyage north 
from Leith to Cromarty. He describes them 
as "days of thick, foggy mornings, clear, 
moonli^t nights, and almost unbroken 
calms." 

Prom the ** Inverness Journal,'^ 
1808. 

January 1. — "Some labourers, while digging in 
the eastern comer of Torvean,, on the line 
of the Caledonian Canal, lately discovered a 
massy silver diain, in the sidto of a large, flat 
cairn, about 2 feet below the surface. The 
chain consists of 33 circular links, formed of 
a perfectly cylindrioBl body, half-an-inch thick. 
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neatly joined without solder. They are linked 
in pairs, each of which is about 2 indiee in 
diameter, except those at the extremities, which 
are 2^ inches. A link at one of the ends has, 
since the discovery of the chain, been taken 
away ; but as the remaining one is of the same 
dimensions with those at the other end, we 
may concludte that the chain was then entire. 
Its whole length is 18 inches, weighing about 
104 ounces." There were two detached frag- 
ments which formed part of a flat and very 
massy ring, which had been broken after it 
was found ; but from its form, and the appear- 
ance of wearing on the outside, it had evidently 
moved' on some bolt. It was neatly channelled 
round, leaving a prominent astragal on every 
side. *'Both the chain and ring are of excellent 
workmanship; and whether we attend to the 
uniform thickness and polish of the links, the 
ingenuity with which they are joined, or the 
perfect symmetry of the whole, we cannot but 
pronounce it to have been the work of an 
artist of no inconsiderable skilL" The Editor 
adds that it was hinted that other articles had 
been found, according to report a ball and bar 
also of silver; but the labourers kept the 
matter a profound secret, as steps had been 
taken to compel the owner of the chain to 
deliver it up to the Crown. The chain is now 
in the Antiquarian Museum in Edinburgh. 

Ibid.— It is recorded that 57 men out of 534 men 
were ballotted to serve in the Militia for the 
town and parish of Inverness. 

January 8.— Proposal to establish a com market 
in Inverness. 

January 15. — ^Advertisement of a woollen factory 
formed at Inverness, under the firm of Mac- 
kenzie, Gordon, & Co. It had already manu- 
factured broadcloth and other fabrics. 

Ibid. — Foreign vessel wrecked at Rue Rhea, 
Gairioch, and 4 out of a crew of 8 drowned. 
The vessel was laden with oil and oranges, 
and was supposed to have been driven round 
from the West of Ireland. 

January 22. — It is noted that at a meeting of 
the Highland Society in Edinburgh, the 
Duchess of Gordon was elected a member 
without the ordinary form of ballot "The 
Society adopted this mode of election as on 
former occasions, being a mark of its approba- 
tion of ladies of high rank coming forward in 
support of the institution.*' 

Ibid.— The estate of Rosehall, in Sutherland, 
having bein^ lately purchased by Lord 
Ashburton, his lordsnip was planning making 
extensive improvements, such as laying out 
waste ground for plantations. He was also 
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about to erect a chapel m lien of a rtdnoos 
old kirk, for the accommodation of the poor 
inhabitants residing in that distant part of the 
parish of Oreich. 

Ibid. — ^The following paragraph appears from a 
correspondent in we Long Island : — "The ship 
Hamilton, of Greenock, Captain Gilchrist, is 
arrived at Lochmaddy, in North Uist, in 25 
days from Halifax, which place she left on 
30th November. The Hamilton is bound for 
Greenock wi^ a valuable cargo of prize goods, 
consisting of coffee, tea, and sugar ; she carried 
dispatdies for Government from Admiral 
Berkeley and General Hunter at Halifax, which 
were immediately landed at the Poet-Office, 
with several hundred private letters, and 
forwarded by the Uist packet." 

January 29. — Died, at Ben^l, on Sunday, the 
20th July 1807, Alex. Gray, Esq., M.D., 
Surgeon on the Bengal Estabbshment. "From 
his fint entrance into the Company's service, 
Dr Gray was remarked for his faithful and 
assiduous discharge of his duties. He died 
possessed of large property, chiefly vested in 
Government security. The principal part of 
his fortune, amounting to i lacs of rupees, 
is after the payment of five legacies devised 
for building a church and endowing an hospital 
at Elgin." 

February 8. — ^The lands of Dalcrombie and 
Letterchullin purchased by Sir William Fraser 
of Ledclune for about nine thousand guineas. 

February 12. — ^Another notice of the loss of the 
emigrant vessel, the Pampler of Leith, reported 
in a previous issue. It was believed that many 
of the emigrants were from the parishes of 
Farr, Lairg, Ck>eich, and Rosart, in Sutherland. 
The writer adds— "The diminution of the 
inhabitants of our island is at all times a 
subject of regret, and the annals of our country 
cannot point out a period when the emigration 
of our brave Highlanders would have been 
more regretted theui the present, when recruits 
for our standinff army and Militia are so hard 
to be found. From 30 to 40 guineas is, we 
understand!, the common bounty paid to 
substitutes in this and in most of the counties 
of the Kingdom." In a subsequent issue it is 
stated that the emigrants were not from 
Sutiierland but from Caithness. "No person 
from Sutherland emigrated to North America 
for the last two years, excepting about two or 
three families from ihe Reay district, who 
wantonly left the county and safely arrived 
in the western hemisphere." The largest 
amount given in Sutherland for a substitute 
was stated to be £20. 

Fold. — ^The Inverness Fanner Society set on foot 
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a ffubBcription for the purchase of a stallion 
to iinprove the breed of horses. 

Ibid. — ^Heayy snow-storm; 3 women perished, 
one near 6eauly, one in Stratbdeam, and one 
in the neighbourhood of Ullapool. 

Ibid.— Died, at Pittsborgh, 20th November 1807, 
Alexander Addison, " one of the most eminent 
counsellors at the western bar." He was son- 
in-law to the Rev. Mr Grant, of Elgin. 

February 19. — Editorial note — ** Owing to the late 
very neavy fall of snow, which we understand 
is to the depth of 5 feet in many parts of the 
road between Edinburgh and London, we have 
had no mails from the latter place for these 3 
days past, nor have any arrived at Eddnbursh ; 
a circumstance almost unprecedented, and which 
has considerably lessened the stmi of our intelli- 
gence in an unusual degree." 

February 26.— A prisoner sentenced to transporta- 
tion for fwgery nearly effected his escape from 
Inverness jail by makins a hole in the back 
wall of the prison. Tho fall of rubbish excited 
attention, and prevented the escape. 

March 4. — ^A woman, named Catherine Munro. 
murdered in her house at Tain. A reward of 
10 guineas was offered by the Maoistrates of 
Tain for the arrest of the supposed murderer, 
a cartwriffht named Macgregor. [This proved 
to be a libel on poor Macgregor.] 

Ibid.— Kenneth Macrae, late of tne 76th Regi- 
men, appointed Deputy Paymaster-Qeneral to 
the Island of Jamaica and! the Leeward Islands. 
He had served 30 years in the army, 25 of 
them in India, and ** though only a lieutenant- 
colonel," commanded a brigade at the Siege of 
Bhurtjpore. On two occasions he commanded 
storming parties, for which he received the 
thanks of lx)rd Lake. 

Ibid. — ^The following note may be quoted: — 
*' Through the multiplicity of other matters, 
we have hitherto overlooked giving an idea of 
a rural feastiMX)vided on the last of the hoUdays, 
old style. Cattle fetching little or no price, and 
fodder very dear in the extreme, it occurred 
to the proprietor of Beaufort that it would not 
be amiss to draw back his countrymen to the 
habit of eating some flesh with their food, and 
washing it down, in the convivial hour, with 
Lune Laiter, strong ale, instead of ardent 
spirits. He had a fat bullock roasted on a 
wooden windlass for a spit, and gave his tenants 
Inverness strong ale to wash it down. The 
roast took 18 l^rs in preparing, and nearlv 
500 persons of all ages and Doth sexes partook 
of this substantial feast. The bagpipe and the 
fiddle organised the happy scene, and they 
parted in eood humour, and several matches 
for life to<MC place in consequence." 
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Maioh 11.— The Highland road, whidi was during 
the winter completely blocked up by snow, is 
now open to travellen. PThere was a time of 
sharp frost after this without enow, and then 
another snow-storm.] 

Ibid. — Advertisement of the first carrier going 
beyond DingwaU. His name waa Donald Ross, 
and he was to proceed as far as Tain. 

March 18. — ^The road from (JolsDie to the Ord 
Hill and Connty of Caithness begnn. 

Ibid. — ^In the Honse of Conmions, Mr Charles 
Grant brought in a bill for commuting the 
statute labour in Invemeas-shire. 

Ibid. — Died, at Lossiemouth, on Friday, the lltli 
curt., at the advanced age of 89, Laay Gordon, 
relict of Sir Robert Gordon of Gordonstoun. 

March 25. — The oartwright, John Macgregor, 
who was supposed to have murdered Catherine 
Munro at Tain, was himaelf found murdered 
in a wood. It seems that he was known to 
possess some money, and was watdied and 
murdered while out of town. "After this the 
perpetrators nroceeded to his house in Tain, 
which they plundered of his money, &c., and 
it would appear that while in the act of so 
doing they were discovered by Catherine Munro, 
who lived under the same roof with Macgregor, 
and whom it is supposed the wretches also 
dispatched by stranglmg to escape detection." 
Two persons residing in the Hill of Tain were 
arrested on suspicion for the double murder. 

April 29. — ^It is noted that there is s^reat distress 
throughout the Hiffhlands and Morayshire on 
account of want of fodder for cattle, due to 
the uncommon severity and length of the past 
winter. Black cattle and aheep were dying by 
hundreds. A Morayshire correspondent states 
that no less than 47 carcases of cattle which 
had been thrown into the Spey were carried 
down at one time. "Nor," adds the Ectitor, 
"is there any prospect of immediate relief, 
the internal parts of the country being com- 
pletely covered with snow." The Circuit Court 
was held Uie same week at Inverness, and the 
Judcea had to go home by Aberdeen, as the 
Highland road waa blocked with snow. 

May 6. — ^Mr Cdckburn of Kinoorth drowned in 
tne River Findhom by attempting to cross too 
near the ouicksands. His companion and 
neighbour, Mr Bezeck, was saved with diffi- 
culty. "Mr Bezeck waa fortunately enabled 
to keep hia head above water, and in this 
situation, endeavouring to support his friend 
in his arms, he remained for about two hours, 
when some fishermen, who heard his cries, came 
to his rolief. Every means used to restore Mr 
Gockbum to life proved ineffectual, and he waa 
intrared at Nairn on Sunday afternoon." 
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Ibid. — Died, at Port-Qewse, on Wednesday last, 
the Hon. Jamee Stuart, liieatenaiit-GkiTernor of 
that place. 

May 20.— William Freemantle elected H.P. for 
the Northern Burghs in room of Major-Qeneral 
Mackenzie, who had become member for 
Sutherland. 

Ibid. — Continued reporta of the lowes caused by 
the severity of tne winter. It was reported 
from Latheron, in Outhness, that no less than 
184 black cattle, besides horses, had died of 
want. This, however, could not be ascribed 
altogether to the severity of the season, "but 
chiefly to the ruinous practice of over-stocking, 
which has too long prevailed among Highland 
farmers." 

May 27. — ^Advertisement askinff for vouchers 
from creditors ** of the deceased Lewis Cuthbert, 
Esq. of Castlehill, in the County of Inverness, 
some time merchant in Jamaica, and all and 
sundry persons whatsoever having claims 
against the said estate of Castlehill or proceeds 
thereof." 

June 3. — ^Meeting in Edinburgh to concert 
measures of reUef for distress in the North. 
Vessels had sailed from Leith and Berwick 
under convoy for Barkwall, laden with pro- 
visions and meal. *lt is greaUy to the honour 
of the Magistrates of Inverness and the heritors 
of the County that from their attention to the 
wants of the public, the inhabitants have 
hitherto been abundantly supplied; we also 
learn with satisfaction that along the West 
Coast the effects of scarcity have not been much 
felt, it being chiefly confined to the counties 
of Sutherland and Caithness." 

Ibid. — Died, on Thursday se*enight, in the 76th 
year of his age. Colonel James Fraser of 
belladrum ; muoh and greatly regretted. 

June 10. — ^At the examination of Uie Inverness 
Academy a Gaelic oration was recited "which 
to the admirers of Celtic literature afiForded 
peculiar pleasure." 

Ibid. — ^Among the bills to which the Royal assent 
was given on Friday, the 27th ult., was "An' 
Act for building a bridge over the River Ness, 
at Invemen, widening certain streets, improv- 
ing the present harbour, extending the Royalty, 
supplying the inhabitants with water, regulat- 
ing; the police, and lighting the streets of the 
said burgh." 

Ibid. — The Northern Association of gentlemen 
farmers and breeders of sheep, met at Beauly 
on the previous Friday, and appointed 
office-bearers, Hon. A. Fraser of Lovat being 
President, and the Vice-Presidents Sir Charies 
Ross of Balnagown and Donald Macleod of 
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Geaaies. Piruiiiii i woe givcB for 
iiji iwr ia g tiw breed ol bkck eattle. Sheep 
mulDeU wcfe bdd 9% tlds period at Beuly 
and Fort-WilBaa. 

June H.^Kotice of a aiioceMfiil MUdi Gov 
Market, bdd for the fint tune bj tiie Imnrutm 
Fanner Socielj. 

JqIj a--Great dnCzeH on tiie West Cbaat ol the 
oauDties of InTemeai and Roaa from tlie want 
of pnmaioiia. It would appear from tliia that 
the infarmataon giren in a prerioiia paragraph 



AagQit 26 and September 2. — Two TcrBona of a 
coriona atory of a man who walked out 61 the 
prlKm of Dmgwall, but afterwardi aarrendered. 
The priaoner had been a achoolmaater at Cbntin, 
and waa aocnaed of hoasefareakmff and theft. 
At the drcidt Oonrt in Septeiu>er he waa 
aentenoed to 14 jeari' transportatioo. 

September 9.— The fifth anniyemzr of the 
Badenoch and Strathmr Farming Society waa 
held at Pitmain and ELmgussie on the Irt. A 
dinner party, presided over by the Iforqnii of 
Hnntly, waa followed by a baU. Amoi^ the 
ladiea preient wece the Dnchess of Manchester 
and bar daughter. Lady Jean MoDtagoe ; Mrs 
and Misi Grant of Amdilly and Mrs Macpher- 
ton of Bellerille. 

Ibid. — ^The Nairnshire Volunteers, throng G^it. 
Davidson of Gantray, presented Lieut.-Oolonel 
Rose, th«r commandant, with an elegant 
sword, Talne 40 guineas. 

Ibid. — A wherry frcmi North IHst, with four n m 
and cattle, wrecked a short time preyiou<ily on 
the island of Heiskar. Three of the men Tv<>re 
drowned, and all the cattle except one. A 
cow surriyed three days, and the fourth man 
kept himself alive by suckiDg her blood. ^ 
the cow dying, the man supported himself •» 
the animal's tongue till he was rescued on 
the fifth day. 

Ibid. — ^Died, on Monday last, uniyersally re- 
petted, Mr Ebenezer Young, teacher of lAtin 
m the luTemess Academy. 

September 16. — ^The new bridge over the Ness at 
the Merldnch was now completed, lids was 
long known to us as the Black Bridge. 

September 23. — ^Election of Gonv^ier and Deacons 
of the Incorporated Trades. The following 
were chosen — Thomas Fraser, Gonvener of 
Trades and Deacon of the Wrights; George 
Phenick, Weavers; Donald Macdonald. shoe- 
makers; Donald Macbean, Taylors; Donald 
Mactavish, Hammermen. 

Ibid. — ^Yesterday was married at the Episcopal 
Ghapel hero the Rev. Dr Griffith, Master of 
University College, Oxford, to Ifiss Ironside, 
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daughter of the late Rev. William LrcmBide, 
and sister to Mrs Grant of Rothiemurchns. 

Ibid. — Died, in the province of Gnzerat, on the 
13th of October 1807, Lieat. Simon Eraser 
Robertson, of the 8th Regiment of Bombay 
Native Infantry, third son of Arthmr Robert- 
son, £8<^. of Indies. 

Ibid. — ^"Died, at Littletoun of Ardersier, cm 
Monday last, in the 95th year of his age, 
Anchrew Allan, farmer, a truly worthy and 
honest man, of a cheerful and contented mind, 
remarkable for his regularity and early rising ; 
and until a few days before his death was never 
known to be confined to bed by sickness or by 
any other cause whatever." 

September 30.— Thomas Gilzean re-elected Pro- 
vost of Inverness. The Council included four 
former Provosts — Phineas Mackintosh, John 
Mackintosh, Alexander Mackintosh, and James 
Grantw Sir Archibald Dunbar of Northfield 
was elected Provost of Nairn, and a number of 
county gentlemen in Nairn and Morayshire 
were on the CounciL 

Ibid. — ^Rejoicings at Portree to celebrate the 
defeat of Marshal Junot at Vimiera. Great 
guns were fired, tables " with excellent liquor " 

S laced on the terrace b^ orders of Lord Mac- 
ouald, and the vessels in the harbour, to the 
number of nearly 60, hoisted their flags. In 
the evening the town was illuminated. 

October 7.— ^The congregation in the Parish 
Church of Nairn on the previous Sunday were 
alarmed by a loud crash, which seemed to 
portend the fall of the building. '*It is im- 
possible to convey an idea of the scene of 
terror and confusion that instantly ensued. 
The access to the fishers' loft, which is by one 
door only, was immediately choked by people 
in their endeavour to escape from the threatened 
calamitv, which induced several persons in the 
front of the loft to throw themselves down to 
the groimd pews in hopes of getting out with 
greater expedition. The consternation was 
nirther affitated by the hearing of a second 
crash. Those next the windows broke immedi- 
ately through them, and nothing was hefurd 
but the most piercins shrieks, mixed with the 
groans of numbers who were trodden down and 
were suffering under weight of pressure of ihe 
crowd." No lives were lost, but many were 
severely injured. 

Ibid. — Splendid) ball and supper given at Fort- 
George on 23rd September by the 74th or 
Assaye Highland Regiment to celebrate the 
anniversary of the battle of Assave. 

October 14. — ^Report of Northern Meeting and 
Hunt, with which the meeting was then associ- 

3 
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ated. The DucheM of Oordon and the Duchess 
of Manchester were present. "On the days 
appointed for enjoying the sports of the field, 
the honnds were well attendea and had excellent 
sport. The dinners and balls were also well 
attended, particularly on Friday, when the 
conyivial powers and marked attention of Lord 
Hnntly were unremittingly and most success- 
fully exerted to increase the pleasure of the 
company; exertions the more extraordinary as 
the Marquis had in the besinninff of the week 
attended the Shooting Quo at Aberdeen, and 
rode on Friday morning from thence to Inver- 
ness, a distance of about 105 miles, in less than 
7 hours, having 8 relays of horses on the road. 
Lord Seaforth, with nis usual politeness and 
attention, presented the company with a brace 
of excellent fat bucks." 

Ibid. — Advertisement of 99 years' leases to be 
j^ranted in Plockton, Lochalsh, lately erected 
mto a burgh of barony. 

October 21. — ^Advertisement of Sir William 
Gumming Gordon, Bart., inviting fishermen to 
settle and form a village at Cummingstown, 
one mile east of Burghetul. 

Ibid. — Death of Alexander Macrae, Ki-ntail, 
alleged to be the oldest man in Scotland. Age 
put at 120 years. 

November 18. — " Sir San-uel Hood and his lady 
passed through this place on Friday last firom 
Brahan Castle, on their way to London. The 
Magistrates of Inverness, desirous of testifying 
their respect for the deservedly odebrated 
character of this gallant officer, waited on the 
Admiral, and presented him with the freedom 
of the town." 

Ibid. — Account of the opening of the Bridge of 
Dunkeld on November 7th. The foundation- 
stone was laid in June 1805. 

Ibid. — Died, at Kinflrussie, on Sunday, 6th inst., 
Mrs Margaret Macpherson, wife of Colonel 
Duncan Macpherson. "Few characters ever 
possessed more dignified simplicity of manners, 
united with pure affections and religious 
sentiments." She was a daughter of Clunv of 
the '45, and the paragraph speaks highly of the 
cheerfulness and even tempered spirit which 
endeared her to a wide circle. 

Ibid. — ^The number contains an account of the 
meeting of the Directors of the Royal Academy 
and Managers of the Royal Infirmary. Provost 
Gilzean presided, and Mr Grant, the late 
Provost, laid before the meeting a letter from 
Mr Lachlan Mackintosh of Raigmore, lately of 
Calcutta, with a list of subscriptions which he 
had procured in India for the more liberal 
support of the Academy and Infirmary. The 
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total amount came to £2811 7b. Raigmore 
himflelf was the largest Bubscriber, £150, and 
the next was General Macdonald, £125. 

November 25. — Died, on the 22iid ult. , at Riudey 
Lodse, Surrey, James Grant, Esq. of Redcastle, 
in luMS-shire. 

December 16. — " Died here on the 27th ult. , in 
the 71st year of his a^e, Mr James Alves, a 
portrait painter of eminence, and brother of 
the late Doctor Alves. His life was singularly 
good, recluse, and inoffensiye, and his death 
much regretted. He went abroad when yoaoff 
to improye himself in the fine arts, and studied 
eight years in Paris, and other eight years in 
Rome.**' 

December 30. — ^The Highland Society of London 
suggest the establis£nent of a branch in the 
Highland Capital. They also urge the estab- 
lishment of a Chair of Celtic Literature in one 
of the Scottish Uniyersities, and the giving of 
encouragement to the teaching of Gaelic in 
schools. They further sufirgest tlie establish- 
ment of a National Academy of Pipe Music, 
and propose the name of Lieut. ITCrummen 
[so the name is spelt] as Professor. They think 
the Goyemment should do something, as pipe 
music was necessary for the Highland regi- 
ments. *lt is in the power of his Royal 
Hiffhness the Commander-in-Chief to comply 
witn the wishes of the Society, by promoting 
Lieut. M'Crummen from half-pajr'to a hiffher 
and permanent rank in the garrison of Fort- 
Augustus or of Fort- William, which to him 
would be equivalent to «• salary, on being made 
Professor of the establishment. Mr M*Crum- 
men is the last of the celebrated race of pipers 
of that name ; he is skilled in the theory and 
practice of the ancient pipe music, and is now 
m the yale of years." 
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No. m. 

The present instalment is specially interest- 
ing from the authentic account it supplies of the 
melancholy accident which occurred on the 
Meikle Ferry, in the Dornoch Firth, on Wed- 
nesday, 16th August 1809, when about 100 
persons lost their uyes. The disaster occurred 
while the boat was crossing from the coast of 
Sutherland to the Ross-shire coast, carrying 
passengers for a market to be held in Tain. 
The boat was greatly over-crowded, and sank 
in the niiddle of the Ferry. An account of 
the accident appears in the Reminiscences of 
the late Rev. Mr Sage, of Resolis, which were 

Sublished under the name of Memorabilia 
^omestica. lliis version, when compared 
with contemporary accounts, shows how mis- 
takes will arise when even well-informed 
persons write from memory. Mr Sage says 
the calamity occurred as Idie people were 
returning home from Tain, and in the dark- 
ness of the night : the contemporary accounts 
explicitly state that it happened as the people 
were on their way to Tain, and there is no 
mention of darkness: in fact the accident 
must have occurred some time in the forenoon. 
Mr Sage says that 70 persons were drowned : 
the C!ommittee who investigated the circum- 
stances, in their final statement, gave the 
exact number as 99. We may quote Mr Sage's 
account, which is interesting in itself, and 
transmits a remarkable tradition as to the 
ShenfF's body. At the time of the disaster, 
Mr Sage was conducting a school at Bower, 
in Caithness, preparatory to attending his 
divinity classes at Aberdeen. The following 
is the passage in his Reminiscences : — 

" On a roaiket day at Tain, the worthy Sheriff 
(Mr MacColloch) left his own house at Dornoch in 
the morning, and crossed the Ferry to Tain, in- 
ten<ting to return home in the evening. When 
he came to the Meikle Ferrv, late in the day, the 
riiore WM crowded with people retominfl: home 
from the market. On his arrival they all made 
way for him, and he was quickly seated at the 
stern of the wherry ; bot afterwaroa the multitude 
pressed into tJie ferry-boat — ^the more earnestly 
as they would thus have the privilege of crossing 
in the same boat with the Sheriff. Apprehensiye 
of the issue, Mr MacCulloch turned away at least 
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two score of them from the boat. Tliere still 
remained on board, however, too many for safety. 
It was a dead calm, and the wherry was pushed 
off from land. But when it bad nearly reached 
the middle of Uie Ferry, and the deepest part of 
it, the iKMut gave a sucklen jerk, the water rushed 
in, and, with the exception of two or three who 
escaped bv swimming, the whole of those on 
board sank to the bottom and perished; about 
70 persons were thus drowned. This fearful event 
took place in the darkness of the night in the year 
1809 and created a deep sensation all over the coun- 
try. The Sheriff's boov was among the last that was 
found. The particular spot where it lav 'under 
the flood' was discovered in a dream. A fellow- 
Christian and an acquaintance, deeply affected by 
his death, dreamed of his departed friend. In 
the dream the Sheriff appeared, spoke of his 
sudden call to the other world, and told him 
where his earthly remains lay, adding that, 
whilst the fish of the sea were permitted to 
mangle at pleasure the bodies of his fellow- 
sufferers, the^ were restrained from putting a 
tooth upon his, which would be found entnre. 
The dream was realised in every particular. The 
Sheriff's wife and daughter long survived him, 
and they, together with the rest of ihe surviving 
relatives of the victima of the catastrophe, were 
ample sharers of a fund set on foot for their 
support, and called the "Meikle Ferry Fund." 
Captain Robert Sutherland, Dr Bethune's son-in- 
law, was one of the leading members of this 
charitable association." 

From the ** Inverness Journal.^* 
1809. 

January 6. — ^Intense frost It is noted tlmt " the 
large and beautiful basin of the Canal," then 
new, was frozen over, and that people were 
skating upon it. The writer adds— "The 
water in this capacious reservoir does not 
proceed from Loch-Ness, but is a colleotion of 
rain water and springs from the land." 

January 20.— Short paper by Sir John Sinclair 
on the culture of carrots on peatv soils. 

January 27. — ^Frost so intense that the River 
Ness was frozen for several yards from the 
side ; Loch-Dochfour also partiallv frozen ; 
Loch-Bctfiuly a continuous sheet of ice. 

February 17. — ^Road to Glendg from the North 
side of Inverness contracted for as far as Enoch 
(Aonach). This road, in the scale of im«t>ve- 
ments throughout the Highlands, was reckoned 
next to the Caledonian Canal. So far as the 
point above mentioned it was constructed 
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"under the InvemeM-riiire asaetsment for 
roads and bridsaa/' but beyond that point it 
had to be unoertakeii by means of private 
subacriptionB. A liat of aubacdptiona is given, 
which mcludea Lord Macdonald, £1000 ; Lord 
Seaforth, £500; Macleod of llCadeod, £400; 
Hngh Innes of Lochalsh, £300; Sir James 
Grant of Grant, £200; James Hurray Grant 
of Glenmoriston, £200; R. G. Macdonald of 
CaanranaJd, £200; CSiarles Grant, M.P., £100; 
and Alexander Howe of Hairis, £100. There 
are manv smaller subscriptions. 

February 24.— A letter from Arisaig reports a 
shock of earthquake distinctly felt along the 
West Coast. 

March 3.— Boat from Balinbrad, Ross-shire, 
loaded with peat, overset by » squall, and 6 
persons drowned. 

March 31. — ^The following notice appears in the 
obituary: — "Died, in London, on the 26th 
JanuaiT last, Gilbert Gkillan, Esq., a distin- 
guishea native of this place. He was much 
admired for a clear head, a warm heart, friend- 
ship equally steadv and active, and for general 
information. Tneae qualities in him were 
accompeaied by the domestic virtues and 
univenal benevolence in an unusual degree." 

April 7. — ^Inverness Diligence besen running on 
the 4th. The Diligence left Edinburgh at 7 
o'clock on Monday morning, and arrived at 
Inverness at 4 o'clock on Tuesday afternoon. 

April 21.— Frost and snow for 8 days. 

April 28. — ^A roan and woman from IVdn were 
charged at the Aberdeen Circuit Court with 
the murder of 2 persons in that town. (See 
notes in previous chapter.) The charge wa« 
found not proven. — ^Four men and a boy 
drowned in the Pentland Firth, through the 
upsettinff of a boat. 

May 12.— A fishing-boat upset off Nairn Harbour 
and 8 men drowned ; all married. Widows and 
children numbered 33. A fund was afterwards 
raised for their relief. 

June 2. — New line of road from Inrvemess to 
Freebum iiupected by Mr Telford, the Sheriff 
of the County, and five of a Committee. Found 
that the contractors had executed the work " in 
a sufficient and highly satisfactory manner." 
At a County Meeting it was resolved to apply 
for a grant for the erection of a stone bridge 
over tSe Beauly. 

June 9. — ^Report of annual examination of Inver- 
ness Ro3^ Academy. "In the evening the 
young gentlemen attendin«^ the Academy gave 
an elegant ball in the Northern Meeting Rooms. 
The displav of innooent gaiety and the attrac- 
tions of the youthful group, which consisted 
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of nearly 300, were extawmely interettioff ; but 
too few parents came to witness the blame- 
less mirth aod endearing graces of their 
offspring ; a scene of all others the most srati- 
fying to parental Oiffection." Same date^ Rev. 
Andrew Bonniman, A.M., appointed rector of 
the Fortrose Academy. 

June 16. — ** The Northern Association of Qentle- 
men Farmers, Breeders of Sheep, met at 
Beauly on the 9th inst., being the 8heep and 
Wool Market Day." The offioe-bearers cnosen 
for the year were — the Hon. Colonel A. Fraser 
of Lovat, president; Sir Cha<rle8 Ross and 
Donald Macleod of Qeanies, vice-presidents; 
Sir George S. Mackenzie, secretary; and Mr 
James Mitchell, treasurer. Premiums were 
awarded for tups. Considerable business done 
in sheep, but little in wool, as Government was 
carrying on negotiations with America, the issue 
of whioi was uncertain. About 50 gentlemen 
dined together. 

Ibid.— A Milch Cow Market, established by the 
Inverness-shire Farmer Society, was held at a 
place called "the Island." Query— Was this a 
name for the Capel loch? It is dimcult to see 
how a cattle market could be held at or near 
the Islands above the town. 

June 23. — ^"On Monday, the first regiment of 
Invemees-shire Local Militia, commanded by 
the Hon. Colonel A. Fraser of Lovat, marched 
into the place where they are to remain on 
permanent duty for 28 days. From the unre- 
mitting attention of the Commandant and 
officers in training this regiment, joined to 
the characteristic qualities of the individuals 
who compose it, there is little doubt but that 
they will form one of the most respectable 
corps in his Majesty's service ; and it his been 
remarked by military gentlemen that a finer 
body of men has not appeared in this place 
since the Ayrshire Militia were stationed among 
us." 

Ibid. — "On Saturday last, as the farry-boat at 
Beauly waa crossing with an immense number 
of people who had been attending Sacrament 
at Kirkhill, it sank in a consideri&le depth of 
water, but happily near the shore; and 
although all on board were completely ducked, 
and many persons' more or less hurt, yet we are 
glad to understand that no lives were lost." 

Ibid. — Died, on the 15th curt., the Rev. Henry 
Clark, minister of the Associate Congregation 
at Boffhole (Moyness). 

June 30. — "The following is a remarkable 
instance of the celerity with which a person 
may now travel in the Highlands. Mr Gfxrdon 
of Carrol, a few days ago, left Edinburgh, per 
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the inyemess Coach, and reached his house in 
Sutherland, a distance of 215 miles, in forty- 
seven hours and a-half." The same issue an- 
nounces that a Diligence has commenced to run 
from Inverness to Tain by Beauly and Ding- 
wall. 

July 21. — ^Term for Local Militia expired. It is 
noted that the Magistrates conferred on the 
officers the freedom of the town. 

July 28. — ^Mr Campbell, teacher in the Inverness 
Academy, announces that he is to open a class 
for instiuction in Gaelic. 

Ibid. — ^Report of rejoicings on David Davidson of 
Cantrav attaining his majority. Colonel Rose 
of Eduuvock presided. "A fatted ox was 
served up whole, eiid such was the attention 
bestowed in preparing it that the lovers of roast 
beef never could have tasted a more delicious 
morsel." 

Ibid. — The bridge over the Conon passable for 
carriages. 

August 4. — ^The following curious advertisement 
appears under this date: — "Mrs Fraser, next 
dioor to Fraser's Hotel, has just got on hand 
from London, a variety of ready-made grave- 
clothes, all sizes and prices. Thev surpass in 
quality and elegance anything of the kind ever 
offered to the attention of the public (desirous 
of pa.ying all necessary respect to the deceased) 
in this Quarter. Mrs F. has also small shrouds 
for children. " 

August 11. — ^Advertisement of applioation to 
Parliament for power U> erect a bridge over 
the Beauly at Dunballoch. 

Ibid. — ^Authority given to the battalions of Local 
Militia in Inverness-shire and adjoining High- 
land Counties to wear the Highland dress as 
their uniform. The permission seems to have 
beea granted on the application of Colonel 
Macdonell of Glengarry, who commanded the 
2nd Battalion. 

Ibid. — ^The foundation of the wharf at the end 
of the Canal Basm was laid on Saturday last. 

August 18 and September 1. — ^A notaoe ap- 
pears on the 18tii inst. of the disaster which 
oocuired at the Meikle Feiry, on the Donioch 
Firth, on the 16th, when about 100 persons lost 
their lives. The notice is as follows: — '*It 
would appear that a great many persons from 
Dornoch and other parts of Sutherland, who 
were on their way to attend the Tain Market 
on Wednesday last, most imprudently crowded 
into the passage boat at Meikle Ferry, to the 
number of from 100 to 120, being considerably 
beyond its burden. Unfortunately, however, 
from an anxiety to get across, an anxiety too 
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common in radi caMs, they were inBendble to 
tlie imminent danger to wmch they were idxmt 
to ezpooe themsdvee; for they had scarcely 
proceeded half-way from shore when, dreadful 
to relate, the boat sank, and all on board 
perished, except five persons. Mr H'CaUodi, 
late Sheriff-SuDstitute of Dornoch, is said to 
be iDxmg the unfortunate sufferers." A 
portion of the subsequent issue of the 
''Journal," which no doubt contained a full 
account of the disaster, is missing from the 
file, but on September 1st there is an advertise- 
ment, dated from Dornoch, and signed by 
Captain Robert Sutherland and William Taylor, 
Sheriff-C3erk, asking for help for the widows 
and orphans of those drowned. This advertise- 
ment states " that of all the persons on board 
the fatal boat, onlv 12 were saved, and that 
besides a group oi strangers whose numbers 
and names are unknown, wove 100 persons are 
ascertained to have perished, belon^g to this 
and the neighbouring parishes. [The number 
was afterwards definitely sta.ted at 99.] That 
of this number there were many heads of 
families, all Of whom (with the exception of 
Mr M'Culloch, late Sheriff-Substitute here) 
being of the lower class, left families in extreme 
poverty." The advertisement proceeds — "The 
present calamity is marked bv circumstances 
of unexampled severity. The unfortunate 
sufferers had been on their way to Tain, and 
had with them any money they could glean for 
the oocasion, but this is not all ; they consisted 
chiefly either of small traders, who had cash 
or bills to remit to their correspondents; of 
manufacturers having to purchase leather and 
other articles for their respective occupations ; 
of removing tenants who had converted tiieir 
stock into cash, to be lodged in the Bank of 
Tain; and of recruiting parties having their 
all about them, except toMr destitute wives and 
families. Hence it appears that it is not the 
loss of useful lives alone that is to be deplored 
in the present case, but the loss of mucn pro- 
perty, stripping tiie miserable surviving 
families of all they had possessed in the world. 
The advertisement mentions that the officers, 
non-commissioned officers, and privates of the 
Easter Ross regiment of Local Militia, com- 
manded by Colonel Madeod of Geaaies, had 
contributed one day's pay towards the families 
of the unfortunate sufferers, and that before 
any appeal had been made to the public on 
their behalf. The appeal was the result of a 
public meeting, of wnich Captain Sutherland 
was chairman and Mr Taylcnr secretary. 
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August 18. — The following paragraph from this 
date shows that the Highland, even at this 
early date, were becoming a place of resort : — 
" It is with pleasure we observe that tiiis part 
of the country, as is usual at this season of the 
year, when our romantic hills and valleys 
assume their most attractive appearance, is 
again becoming the resort of the admirers of 
nature and the friends of improvement. Among 
our arrivals this week we heve to notice Lord 
Cathorpe, Sir William Hamilton, Sir Thomas 
and Mr Franklin, Brodie of Brodie, William 
Ellis, Em., M.P. ; Colonel Cameron of Lochicl. 
Ifojor Foster, Mr and Mrs Macallister of 
Strathaird, Captain Ellis, Mr Baggie, Mr 
Ibbertson, Mr Gorthon, and Mr and Mrs 
Fraser of Gortnleg. Lieut. -Colonel Brodie, 
Governor of Fort- Augustus, passed on his way 
to Morayshire." 

September 1. — ^Notice of the death of Major- 
General John Randall Mackenzie of Suddie, 
M.P. for Sutherland, who fell at Talavera. He 
had previously served at the Cape and in India 
with the Ross-shire Buffs. 

Ibid. — ^The proprietois of " The Duchess of Gor- 
don Inverness Coach " inform the public that 
on and after 4th September their coach would 
only run twice a-week backwards and forwards 
between Edinburgh and Inverness. " The days 
of their starting from each place will be Mon- 
day and Thursday, at seven o'clock in the 
morning precisely ; and as the days are shorten- 
ing considerablv. the passentrers both going and 
coming will have an. opportunity of sleeping on 
the r^ul. The coach leaving Inverness will 
get to Dalwhinnie the first night, to Dunkeld 
the second, and to Edinburirh tlie third even- 
ing; which arrangement will give ladies and 
gentlemen visiting the North an opportunity of 
passing through the beautiful country between 
Dunkeld and Blair by daylight." 

September 8. — ^Portclair road from Urquhart to 
Fort-Augustus open to travellers. It is stated 
that upwards of 250 children are attending 
Sundav Schools established by the Hon. 
Colonel Fraser of ly^vat in the parishes of 
Kirkhill, Kiltarlity. Kilmorack. and the town 
of Inverness. The happiest results had 
attendied these institutions since their creation 
in 1803. 

September 15.— ''Died, at Chittledoorg, East 
Indies, 8th January 1808. Lieut. -Colonel Alex- 
ander Macleod, of the 15th Regiment light 
Infantry ; his death is supposed to be in con- 
sequence of the severe wounds he received in 
the memorable battle of Assaye. He was highly 
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valued as a distiiigiiished officer, and u deeply 
lamented bj his nomerons friends and aoqnaint- 
anoes. As a mark of their respect, the officers 
of the ocMrps have erected a tomb to perpetuate 
his memory.". 

September 22. — Amone tue cases at the Circuit 
Court, was that of William Mackintosh, a 
travelling chapman, who was charged with 
wounding a person at Fort-William " by seven 
severe stobs with a iiighlander's knife, com- 
monly called a black cork, wherry he lost 
such a quantity of blood that his life was 
despaired of ; and is still confined to bed in con- 
sequence of these wounds." The prisoner was 
convicted and) sentenced to transportation for 
life. A "black cork" was a knife fixed in its 
handle, and carried in a sheath. 

September 29. — Francis William Grant, Esq., to 
be Laeutenaat and Sheriff-Principal of the Shire 
of Inverness, in tue room of Sir James Grant, 
Bart., resigned. 

Ibid. — The Rev. Alex. Wood presented to the 
Church and Parish of Rosemarkie, vacant by 
the death of Mr Alex. Wood, late minister 
there. 

Ibid. — " Among the operations connected with the 
formation of the Caledonian Canal it will, we 
doubt not, be deemed worthy of notice that the 
River Ness, opposite to Ness Castle, has been 
completely removed from its bed, which is now 
in course of being still farther excavated as a 
pait of thia magnificent undertaking. The 
grand chain of locks at Muirtown are nearly 
completed, and the spacious wharf, destined to 
be the bustling scene of trade and commerce, 
is now in an advanced state, and corresponds 
with the other parts of this stupendous design." 

October 6. — George Macpherson-Grant, Esq. of 
Ballindalloch, elected member of Parliament for 
the Countv of Sutherland, in room of the late 
Major-Geueral Mackenzie of Suddie. 

Ibid. — ^A collection of £66 made on Sunday at 
the doors of the Church and Chapel of Ease 
(East Church) in aid of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. 

Ibid. — Meetings of Commissicmers of Supply and 
Town Council complained of the mail service 
between Inverness and> Aberdeen. They 
specially disapproved of a proposal to bring 
the post by wav of Huntly "as being inex- 
pedient in itself and hi^ly injurious to the 
towns on the coast." Representations were 
made thnyuffh Mr Charles Grant, M.P. 

October 13.— 3^ames Neild, formerly High Sheriff 
of Buckinghamshire, visited the town for the 
purpose of inspecting the Jail and Infirmary. 
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It is noted that he had spent a considerable 
part of his fortune in yisiting prisonB in Britain 
with Uie humane intention of improving them. 
He contributed £20 for b^oof of the poor in 
biyemess, and £5 to the relief fund raised for 
the Bufiferers by the disaster at Meikle Ferry. 
He sdso gave beds and bed-clothes for the cells, 
and sugjy^sted improvements to the Magistrates. 

October Tf. — ^Report of celebrations of the Jubilee 
of George m., held on the 26th, the beginning 
of the Soth year of his reign. A dim^ was 
held in the Northern Meeting Rooms, at which 
the Hon. Ck>lonel Eraser of Lovat presided. 
Several ladies were present, including the Hon. 
Mrs Fraser of Lovat, Mrs Mackintosh of Mack- 
intosh, Mrs Macdonell of Glengarry, Mrs Grant 
of Rothiemurchus, and Mrs rxaser of Foyers. 
A brilliantly attended ball was held in the 
evening, and the hills were ablaze with bon- 
fires. Lord' Seafonu, who was Provost of 
Dingwall, gave a breakfast there to the 
burgesses and their families, and there was a 
tenantry ball at Brahan Oastle. There was 
also a ball for the Lovat tenantry at Beauly. 
Public bodies sent loyal addresses. 

Ibid. — ^The attendance at the Northern Meetins 
was smaller than usual, as so many Highland 
families had lost relatives in the war. The 
Duchess of Gordon was present. 

November 10. — ^Notice of celebration of the King's 
Jubilee at Nairn. There was a dinner, follo^vi^ 
by a ball, and th.e town bells were rung all day. 
The Chalrmaxi at the dinner was Brodie of 
Brodie, Lord-Ldeutenant of the County, who 
was supported as stewards by Lieut. -Colonel 
Rose of Ailravock, Major Davidson of Cantray, 
Captain Dunbar of Boeth, and Captain Alex- 
ander Falconer. Captain Dunbar carried out 
the arrajigements for the ball. In this and in 
other issues there are notices of celebrations 
at Tain, Dornoch, Fort-William, Ac. 

November 24. — ^Notice of a celebration of the 
Jubilee at Glengarry, which had been delayed 
till the 15th inst., as Colonel Macdonell was 
present si Inverness on the 25th of October, 
llie celebration included " a Royal salute of 21 
guns from wall pieces of antiquity that onoe 
adorned Invergany Castle, placed on movable 
batteries in front of the family residence, made 
for the purpose.*' 

December 1. — ^Election of members of Parliament 
for the Countv of Ross, the candidates being 
Hujzh limes of Lochalsh and Sir Charles Ross 
of Balnagown. Mr Innes had 23 votes and Sir 
Charles 19, the former being thus elected. Hie 
vacancy oocuxred through the death of the 
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previoQB renresentative, Lieut. -Qeneral Alex- 
ander Mttckensie Eraser. Mr Innes was sup- 
ported by the Seaforth interest. 

Ibid. — Completion of the locks at Ifnirtown. 

Ibid. — Died, at his estate of Plantation, Hnntly, 
Demerara*, on the 25th August Lwt, Robert 
Qordon of Drakies. 

Decembeit 8. — Died, on the 2nd curt, at Avoch 
House, Qeorge Mackenzie of Avoch and of 
Towerhill, London; "a gentleman universally 
beloved and respected for the possession of 
every auality that can adorn and endear the 
husband, parent, end friend." 

Decembeit 14. — ^"We fear the Highland road is 
impassable. The Caledoniaai Coach, which 
riiould have arrived on Wednesday evening (the 
12th) IB still on the road>, but where, we know 
not." 

December 22. — ^Advertisement of Edinburgh and 
Aberd^een Almanacks, with supplement for the 
NoriiierTi Councies. Published by J. Young, 
Inverness, and Ettles k Young, Elgin. 

Ibid.— The Committee for managing the fund 
collected for the relief of the sufferers by the 
Meikle Ferrv disaster announce that they have 
paid a dividend (of about one-third of the sum 
subscribed) amounting to £509 15s. They were 
enabled to grant reliefto 17 widows, 9 husoands, 
96 children under 14 years of age, and 46 
parents or sisters of drowned persons. They 
also defrayed the expense of interring 24 per- 
sons, made an allowance for loss eustainea by 
11 persona saved from the boat, and paid about 
£29 for premiums to boatmen for searching for 
dead bodies. The Conmiittee now state that 
99 persons were drowned, of whom 43 were 
males and 56 femiJes, and that 12 were saved, 
of whom 4 were males and 8 females. Manv 
handsome subscriptions were given to the fund. 
The day^s pay contributed by the Esater Ross 
Local Militia amounted to £67 13s 9d. 
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No. IV. 

There are several items of interest in the 
present instalment, but the only one to which 
we may direct attention is the oeath of Sheriff 
Fraser of Farraline. There is an interesting 
account of this gentleman in the late Mr 
Alexander Mackenme's History of the Frasers. 
Simon Fraser was the tenth of Farraline, and 
was appointed Sheriff of the Counl^ of Inver- 
ness in May 1781. At that time the High- 
lands were in a very unsatisfactory condition. 
Subsequent to the battle of Culloden a band 
of marauders infested the country, and Mr 
Fraser's predecessors in the Sheriffaom, David 
Scrymgeour of Birkhill, and Alexander Camp- 
bell of Delnie, failed to extirpate them, al- 
though they made repeated endeavours to 
do so. Sheriff Fraser, however, ultimately 
succeeded. Mr Mackenzie thus describes his 
methods and their results : — 

" When appoio/ted he discovered that the exist- 
ing police was insufficient for its purpose, and 
found m conseaueuce that the only way to protect 
the property of the lieges was by an existing 
airangement to pay voluntary blackmail in money 
or cattle to the bands of robbers who then scoured 
over the Highlands and did pretty much what 
they liked. Farraline, who for a considerable 
time served in the army, had; left it for the law, 
and at the desire of hie chief. General 8imon 
Fraser of Lovat, set himself to work right 
earnestly to bring about the suppression of the 
unsatisfactory state of things woich prevailed. 
With the assistance of a strong and conraseous 
Highlander, well known in his day, John Jiac- 
kay, messenger-at-arms, Fort-Aug^ustus, and by 
unremitting personal and persistent efforts, 
Sheriff Fraser ultimately succeeded in effecting 
his purpose. Accompanied by his faithful and 
trusty henchman, he traversed the most inacces- 
sible districts,of ten incurring great personal danger 
on his journeys. He was more than once fired 
at, and so imminent were the risks he anticipated 
and often incurred that be never travellcnl on 
these occasions without a brace of loaded pistols 
rc»dy for inunediate use. Acting on the well- 
known adage of setting * a thief to catch a thief,' 
he appointed Donald Mor Cameron, in Leckroy 
of Lochauer, himself reputed a notorious cattle- 
lifter, as one of the constables of the County of 
Inverness, and thus secured his services on the 
side of good ordeiP in his district. By Donald's 
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aid the whqle tribe of KennedieB, who lived by 
tribute or blackmail over a wide raiM[e of country, 
were hunted down, one of them being[ hanged at 
Invemeea, whfle seyeral more were banished across 
the seas. John Mackay traced two notorious 
members of this tribe as far as Callander, and 
by a bold and masterly nuuuBnyre captured them 
while carousing there in an alehouse. Macfcay 
suddenly entered the room in which they were 
drinking, and peremptorily called on them to 
surrender, telling them at the same time that 
escape was now impossible. They curiously 
enough believed him, thinking, no doubt, that 
he had never dared to oome so far without a 
sufficient bodyguard, and quietly allowed them- 
selves to be hand-cuffed, and carried away 
prisoners. Their mortification and rage may l>e 
imagined when they found themselves the out- 
witted victims of a bold and cleverly-executed 
stratagem by a single unprotected officer of the 
law." 

Sheriff Fraser died at the ase of 66 (Mr Mao- 
kenme says he was drownea at the Longman 
while bathing), and was succeeded by his son 
John, an advocate at the Scottish Bar and 
Deputy-Lieutenant of the County of Inver- 
ness, who sold the estate. John died in 1838. 
His only son, Simon, died in the same year, 
leaving no issue. 

From the ** Inremeaa Jowmal,^ 
1810. 

January 12.—" Hie will of the late Dr Gray, of 
Elgin, whereby he bequeathed £30,000 to the 
town of Elgin for pious purposes, which was 
disputed by his friends, and has been for some 
time past the subject of a Chancery suit, has. 
by a late decision of that Court, been declared 
valid, and the town of Elgin found entitled 
to the whole amount." 

January 19. — A woman sentenced to transporta- 
tion for stealing escaped from Invemess Jail 
by forcing one of the stanchions of the cell, 
and slipping down by a rope. Another 
prisoner escaped from the Jail of Wick. He 
was afterwards captured, but again escaped. 

Ibid. — ^Married, at Dundonnell House, on the 10th 
curt. , the Rev. Thomas Ross, LL.D. , minister of 
Lod^broom, to Jane, only daughter of Qeorge 
Mackenzie, Esq. of DundoonelL 

January 26. — A tneatrical company drawing laj^ge 
audiences in Inverneas. One special nigut the 
proceeds were £40. 

Ibid.— The Invemess Regiment of Militia is ap- 
pointed to do duty j<nntly with the Artillery 
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of the Kinff's Qerman Legion, over tbe French 
DriBonsers when they occupy Portchester Caatle. 

Febmary 2. — ^The Invenien Packet for London 
ia adyertiaed at thia time aa " armed by €k>yeni- 
ment." The yeasd waa to leave Invemesa on 
the 2nd, Fort-Oeoree on the 3rd, and Cromarty 
on the 8th ; and waa to " call o£F Findhorn and 
Burghead a« aoon thereafter aa poaaible." At 
thia rate of progreaa ahe would nave taken a 
long time getting to her deathmtion, but it ia 
atatod in a aubsequent iasue that ahe arrived 
in London on the l&th, after a quick pasaage. 

February 9. — ^The Livemeaa-ahire Farmer Society 
adopted a reaolutioo to wear cloth " of the wool 
of our own growth and manufactured at the 
Invemeea Woollen Manufactory." 

Ibid. — ^The Preabytery of Livemeaa aent to the 
Britiah and Foreign Bible Society the sum of 
£178 198 ll^d. The collections are given aa 
follows: — Inverness Parish Church, £32 16s 
2d; Chapel of Ease, £35 10s 6d; Eiltarlity 
Pariah, £30 7b 6d; Moy, £11 9s 6d; PeUy, 
£20 Os 3id; Daviot, £7 7s; Kirkhill, £32; 
Dores, £9 98. 

Ibid.— Died, on 2l8t January, aged 75, James 
Fraser, tenant in Tomovoidt, parish of Boles- 
kine, ** a maa of modest manners and exemplary 
life." He was one of the Fraser Highlanders 
who distinguished themselves at the capture of 
Quebec (1759). It is noted that within three 
miles round Tomovoidt there were still sur- 
viving five more who had witnessed the capture, 
one of them being Captain Fraser of Bunche- 
gaire, and another, Captain Fraaer of Errogie. 

February 23. — ^The M<xu}r8hire Farmers Club 
"entered into the patriotic resolution of wear- 
ing cloth of the manufacture of Messrs John- 
son k Sim, of Newmill, the only woollen manu- 
facturers in Morayshire." 

March 2. — Complaints of sheep-stealing, and 
persons appointed' as constablee to sea^di for 
and secure oflFenders. Four persons appointed 
for the County of Invemees. The constablea 
were to be armed, and to watch the leading 
passes. 

March 9. — ^The Committee of the Meikle Ferry 
Fund announce that a second dividend of £1000 
will be paid to the relatives of the sufferers. 
The Committee further announce that when 
thev have completed ti^eir arrangements, they 
intend to hand over their minutes and the list 
of subscribers, by whose generosity 170 desti- 
tute persons had been relieved, to the minister 
of Domodi, "to be lodged with the Session 
records of the parish, that the whole circum- 
stances attending that dteadful event mav be 
preserved fuid handed down to posterity." It 
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might be wortli while to look for theae docu- 
menti. Hie Oommittee evidently earned out 
thdr work with bu8iiiet84ike predaioiL 

Ibid. — ^Died, recently ftt Creigaff. in the pariah 
of KirkhJil, at the age of 102, Jamee Fraaer, 
fanner. "Hia xemaina were Attended to the 
flrrave by a nnmeroua family, and npwarda of 
70 of hia ffraod aiod ffreat-grandchildren. He 
poeaeased the uae of ul hia facultiea to the laat 
Donr, had never been confined above two honra 
by illneaa, never wore any other dreaa than the 
mghland garb in the courae of hia long life, and 
waa a man much eateemed by hia numeroua 
aoquaintanoea for hia aingularly pleaaing roan- 
nera.'* 

Ibid. — ^"Died, at Dornoch, on the 6tli curt., aged 
73» Bailie Jamea Boog, of that |dace, a truly 
honeat man.*' 

Ibid. — Died, at Amat, Roaa-ahire, on the 2nd 
curt., MuDTo Roaa, Eaq. of Pit<»lnie. 

March 16. — A malignant outbreak of fever in the 
countiea of Ckithneaa and Sutherland. Notioea 
of thia outbreak appear for weeka afterwarda. 
It waa of a aevere type. 

March 23. — Another pnaoner in the Jail of Inver- 
neaa, incarcerated for forgery, made hia eaoape. 
Hie Magiatratee o£F«red a reward of 10 guineaa 
for hia appfehenaion. When he eacaped ne waa 
wearing '^a light green tartan coat of the Ban- 
nockbum manufacture, a blue waiatooat of 
home-made 8tu£F, with artilltery buttona; a 
dark sreen kilt with red atripea running through 
it, black Cadaa hoae, blue cloth bonnet, and 
a red comforter about hia neck, home-niade." 
He waa not re-captured. 

March 30. — ^The foltowinf^ advertiaement may be 
quoted : — ^** Very apeedily will be publiahed by 
John Ballantyne i Co., Edinburgh, had may 
be had of J. Vounff, Invemeaa, and Ettlea and 
Youn^;, Elgin, "The Ladv of the Lake," a 
poem m aix oantoa, b^ Walter Scott, Eaq., em- 
odliahed with a portrait of the author, engraved 
by Heath. Printed in quaito in the beat man- 
ner by Ballantyne. A few copiea are taken 
off on royal di^iot." 

April 6. — WooUen factory of Mr Jamea Mdvin, 
d^ in Forrea, burned to the ground. 

April 13. — ^Little girl murdered ai Speymouth on 
the pievioua Sunday by a man named OiEan. 

Ibid — " Colonel Maodonell of Qlengarry waa pre- 
aented to hia Majesty at the Levee on Wednea- 
day ae'enniffht, m full Highland dreaa." 

A]^ 20.— "Died, at Errope, on the 14th curt., 
in the 76th year of hia age, Captain John 
Fraaer ; a moat reapectable and woithy charac- 
tar. He aeiwed aa a light Infantry officer 
during the whole of the immortal * Wolf e'a 

6 
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campaigasy with whcHn hit actiTity made him 
mucn in faTOor. He also witnessed his glori- 
ous death." 

April 27. — Subscriptions of £105 intimated for 
the purpose of assisting and finishing an 
Episcopal Chapel in Ding^rall, the building of 
wnich was commenced some years ago. 

May 4. — A number of coins, mostly of Charles 
It. and Queen Anne, found in an old dyke at 
Dalmore, C6unty of Sutherland. 

May 11. — ^Report of a meeting of the C6unty of 
Koss, whico, among its other proceedings, re- 
solved to petition Parliament for the repeal of 
an Act passed this session, entitled "An Act 
to prohibit the distillation of spirits from corn 
in Great Britain for a limited time." It was 
represented that from inability to dispose of 
grain, it had become very difficult, if not 
absolutely impossible, to pay the property and 
assessed taxes, aa well as the stipends of parish 
ministers. There was a comd|aint of the great 
prevalence of smuggling. The meeting also 
asked for further powers in relation to the con- 
struotion of roads emd the commutation of 
statute labour, which Parliament afterwards 
granted. 

Ibid.—" Died, at Lodibay, in SWe, 27th April, 
Kr Alexander Gray, officer of Excise ; a truly 
honest officer, who had no pleasure in hurting 
the Revenue or fair trader; much and justly 
lamented by his numerous acquaintances. ' 

May 25. — ^Legacies and donations to the Academy 
of Fortrose announced to the amount of £324.' 

Ibid. — ^Foundation stone laid of the bridge at 
Contin, in Ross-shire. 

Ibid. — ^*'The C6unty of Nairn, in a very full 
meeting, which was held on Friday, the 18th 
curt., unanimously voted an address to his 
Majesty, expressive of their attachment to his 
person, and deprecating riotous and tumultuous 
meetings under the pretence of reform." 

June 1. — ^The Freeholders, Commissioners of 
Supply, Justices of the Peaoe, and other heri- 
tors of the County of Inverness met on the 
30th inst., and voted a loyal address to his 
Majesty. 

Ibid.— Died, on Saturday the 19tb May, in New 
Cavendish Street, London, Simcm Fraser, Esq. 
of Ness Castle, in the 84th vear of his age. 

June 15. — A paragraph states that there was then 
standing in the lu>UBe of Faoraline, the seat 
of Simon Fraser, Esq., Sheri£F-Depute of the 
County, a rooftnee, erected by one of his pro- 
genitors on the day immediately preceding the 
battle of Blar-na-leine, fouffht between the 
Frasers and Macdonalds «Lt tne head of Loch- 
Lochy. The battle was fought in July 
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1644. The tree or beam, which waa of birch, 
was therefore 266 years old. 

June 22. — ^Notices of sheep and wool marketa 
lecently held at Beauly, Fort-Augustus, and 
Fort-Williun. Cheviot wool was sold from 368 
to 378 per stone ; common wool, 198 per doable 
stone; Cheyiot ewes at 36s and oTs; and 
Caieviot lambs at lis 6d and 12s. Blackfaced 
wedders brought from 2l8 to 238, and lambs, Ts 
to 9s. A later paragraph says that the price of 
blackfaced wedders should have been given as 
from 248 to 298. 

June 29. — ^The Glengairy Regiment of Local 
Militia marched into Invemeas, led by Colonel 
Maodonell of Glengarry. The corps mustered 
between 700 and SX) men, and it waa stated 
that there was not a man in it who did not 
understand and speak the Gaelic language, and 
indeed prefer it to any other. — ^The Nairnshire 
Local Hilitift had previously assembled at 
Nairn, under command of Lieut. -Colonel Rose 
of Kilravock. They had two stands of 
colours, consecrated by the Rev. Mr Pateraon, 
Auldearn. 

July 6.— Appreciative notioea of the 3rd Regiment 
of Local Militia, assembled at Portree, under 
command of Lieut. -Colonel MSadeod, and of 
the 1st Regiment of Koss-shire Militia, assem- 
bled at Dmgwall, under command of Lieut. - 
Colonel D. Munxx). 

July 13.— A handsome stand of colours, given by 
Glenffarry, waa presented to the regiment at 
the Longman by Mra Chisholm of Chisholm. 
The Rev. Donald Martin, minister of the Chapel 
of Ease, consecrated the colours. 

July 20. — ^The Glengarry Regiment reviewed by 
General Lord CaUicart. This officar and his 
staff were afterwarda preaented with the free- 
dom of the town. A dinner waa given in the 
Northem Meeting Rooma, and a ball in the 
evening. 

Ibid. — ^Foundation stone of the Tain Academy 
laid on 18th curt by Mr Alexander Baillie, 
late Provost. The site waa p^reaented by the 
Hon. David Roaa of Ankerville, one of the 
Senators of the College of Justice. 

July 27. — ^The lat Regiment of Invemeaa Local 
Militia aasembled u^er command of the Hon. 
Colonel Fraser of Lovat.— Hie Easter Ross 
Regiment assembled at Tain, under command 
of Colonel Macleod- of Geaniea. 

Ibid.— "Died, at Inverness, on the 19th inst., 
Mra Catherine Roae, apouae of the late John 
Roae, BurveyoT of taxes, daughter of the late 
Duncan Rose, Esq. of Kindeaoe, and niece to 
the ceJebraAed Duncan Forbea of Culloden, 
Lord-Preaident of the Oourt of SeadoiL'* 
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AnguBt 10. — Colonn preBented to the Ist Regi- 
ment of Local Militia by the Hon. Mra Fhuer 
and Mrs Maq>heraon of Ulmiy. Gonsecrated by 
the Rev. A. Fraaer, aenior miniiter of Inyer- 
nea, and chaplain to the regunent. At a later 
date the regunent waa reviewed by Major- 
Qenerai Soott, and there waa a dinner and oall 
in the Northern Meeting Rooma. 

Ibid. — ^Mr G^ombie, a dentiat from Aberdeen, 
annooncea a yiait to Invcc ne a a , and atatea that 
if he meeta with encouragement he will come 



regularly once a-year. 
LuSat ir-A ' 



Auffuat 17.— A large anm in aid of the Meikle 
Ferrv Fund collected in Grenada, and aeovt by 
Mr G. G. Munro, aon of Mr Munro of Poyntz- 
field. The amount in local currency waa £546 
10a 6d, and in exchange value, £276 14a 6d 



Auguat dl.— "On Tueaday the 21at inat, died 
here, Simon Fraaer, Eaq. of Faxraline, who 
filled the important offioea of SheriflF-Depute, 
Vice-Lieutenant, and Gonvener of the Shure of 
Invemesa, and b^ whoae aaaiduity tiie public 
buaineaa waa uniformly accelerated, and the 
tra/nquillity and welfare of the ahke greatly 
promoted for the laat 30 years. Perfect maater 
of the language, and intimately acquainted with 
the mannera and cuatoma of the country, he 
waa in the diacharge of hia dutiea eminently 
aucceaaful in obtaining the eateem and aifection 
of all ranka ; and bemg a zealoua promoter of 
all public worka and imtitutiona, hia loaa will 
long be felt amd hia meoHny reapected by a 
diaraming public." Thia ia the entry in the 
obituary, and a local paragraph in the aame 
iaaue makea reference to an impreasive diaoourae 
weached on the SherifTa death by the Rev. Mr 
Roae in the High Ghurch. The writer adda : 
— ^"In the character of a judge and in every 
other public aituation, our late pioua and 
worthy Sheriff waa deaervedlv beloved and 
reapected, while hia goodneaa of heart and cheer- 
fnlneaa of temper will be long remembered 
among the circle of hia frienda." Mr Alexander 
Mad^nzie, in hia Hiatory of the Fraaera, aaya 
that the Sheriff, who lived at Seabank, 
waa drowned while bathing at the Lonffman. 
Thia ia not mentioned in the "Journal, but 
the omiaaion doea not neoMaarily imply that 
the atatement ia incomect. 

Ibid. — Show of bulla at Strontian under the 
auapioea of the Highland Society. 

September 7. — '* On Monday laat a mare belong- 
mg to Gaptain Fnamr of Brackla, trotted 
aj^ainat time from Invemeaa to Fort-George, a 
diatanoe of 14 milea, whidi ahe i>erform«l with 
eaae in 48 mnutea, being within 11 minutea 
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of the time allowed. Several bets were de- 
pending upon the inue, whkh were won, of 
course, by those who betted in favour of the 



Ibid. — ^Died, at Ramsgate, on the 26th August, 
in the 84th year of his age, Sir Alexander 
Munro of NoTar, one of the Commissioners of 
His Majesty's Customs in England. — Died, at 
St Thomaa, on the 28th day of June kst, 
iBneas Macbean, Esq., younger of Tomatin, 
merchant in Glassow. 

September 14.— Wifiiam Fraser-Tytler of Aldourie 
appointed SheriflF-Depute of the County in room 
of the late Sheriff Fiaser. 

September 28. — James Grant of Bught elected 
Provost of Inverness in room of Thomas 
QHzean of Bonauchton. 

Ibid. — ^Thiee young men, sons of neiffhbooring 
gentlemen, drowned off Lochbracadiue, Skye, 
bv the upsettinff of a boat 

Ibid. — ^"The Uighland piper, who so nobly dis- 
tinguished himself in the battle of Vimiera, 
by playing on the bagpipes as he lay wounded, 
*Up and waur them a, Willie,' has again em- 
barked with bis regiment (the 71st) for Portu- 
gal." 

September 28 and October 5. — ^At the Circuit 
Court, Alexander Gillan was fouaod guilty of 
the murder of a girl at Speymouth. He was 
sentenced to be executed and hung in chains 
ut the spot where his crime was committed. 
The culprit was only about 19 vears of age, 
but the murder was exceedingly cruel and 
vicious. 

October 5. — ^At the same Court several women 
from Elgin were convicted of theft and reset 
of theft. The sentence in one case was that 
the woman was to be imprisoned in Elgin Tol- 
booth for the space of one year ; that she was 
to stand in the pillory on the second market 
day thereafter with a label on her breast 
denoting her a "Notorious Thief*; and then 
to be banished Scotland for life. The other 
wiHuen had the same punishment, except that 
the label which each of them had to bear was 
"A Resetter of Stolen Goods." 

October 12. — ^Duncan Munro of Culoaim elected 
Provost of Dingwall. 

October 19. — ^R^>ort of Northern Meeting. An- 
nounced that the Meeting is to hold hereafter 
on the third Monday of October, and to con- 
tinue for the rest of the week agreeably to the 
regulatiiHia. For the previous year or two it 
bc^^ on Wednesday. On the motion of the 
Marquis of Huntly, it was unanimously resolved 
that all the members should appear annually 
in blue coats from the Inverness Woollen 
Manufactory. 
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November 9. — Captain Charles Urauhait, son of 
Mr John Urqunart, of the Ordnance, Fort- 
George, was killed at the battle of Busaco on 
27th September. Two brothers, also officers, 
died some years before, one in Jamaica, the 
other at Portsmouth. Captain William Mack- 
intosh, son of Mr Mackintosh, store-keeper at 
Fort-Qeorffe, was killed at Busaco. 

November 16.— Alexander Oillan, hanged at 
Speymouth on the 14th, for the mnrdM' previ- 
ons^ reported. 

December 7. — Onening of Crinan Canal recorded. 

Ibid. — ^Died, on nis passage to India, on the 29th 
April kuBt. Lieutenant Allan Cameron, of the 
Toth Highlajiders, son to lieutenant John 
Cameron, of the 6th Royal Veteran Battalion. 
"When little more than sixteen years of age 
he canied the regimental colours at the battle 
of Maida, and though these were much torn by 
the enemy's shot, he had the good fortune to 
remain untouched. He afterwards served with 
the resiment in Egypt, and as Adjutant to the 
Battalion of Detachments from the Isle of 
Wight in the Walcheren Expedition, where he 
unfortunately contracted the fatal disorder to 
which he fell a youthful victim." 

December 14. — Duncan Qrant of Bught resigned 
the office of cashier, and boxmaster to the six 
incorporated trades, which he had held for 54 
years. His son, James Qrant, appointed his 
succenor. 
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No. V. 

In the notes in this issne we find the record 
of the first election of Charles Grant, after- 
wards Lord Glenelg, as member for the 
Inverness Burghs. His father was at the time 
member for ^e Connty. Both were distin- 
guished men: The son sncceeded the father 
in the representation of the County, and was 
for many years a member of the Qovemment. 
He was bom in India, at Kidderpore, in the 
Presidency of Bengal, in 1779 ; was educated 
at Cambndge, and called to the English Bar 
in 1807. In 1813 he was appointed a Lord of 
the Treasiury, in 1819 Secretary for Ireland, 
and afterwards Vice-President of the Board 
of Trade, President of the Board of Control, 
and Secretary for the Colonies. He sat for 
twenty-four years in the House of Commons, 
and was raised to the peerage in 1835, with 
the title of Lord Glenelg. He died in 1866. 

Mention is also made in this issue of the 
appearance of the comet of 1811, which was 
for many weeks a brilliant object in the 
northern sky. Some of our readers will be 
familiar with the fine poem on this comet by 
tae Ettrick Shepherd, of which the following 
stanzas may be quoted : — 

"Stranger of heaven, I bid thee hail! 
Shiid from the pall of glory riven, 
That flaahest in. celestial gale, 

Broad pennon of the King of heaven. 
"Whatever portends thy front of fire, 
Thy streaming locks so lovely pale, 
Or peace to man, or judgment one. 
Stranger of heaven, I bid thee hail I" 

From the "Inverness Journal.*' 
1811. 

January 11. — It may be interesting to ffive the 
amount of the collection made for the Northern 
Infirmarv in the Churches of Inverness on the 
first Saboath of January this year. The total 
amount was £89 13s 3d, distributed as follows : 
English and Gaelic Church, £66 14a 3d ; Chapel 
of Ease, £20 9s; Methodist CSiapel, £2 10s. 

Ibid. — Died, on 8Ui November 1810, on board a 
transport at Portsmouth, and on his return 
from Lisbon, in charge of the medical staff 
attending the sick and wounded, Doctor John 
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ICadeod, one of the phyncians to his Majesty's 
forces, and second son of William Madeod of 
Laskintyre. He is described as a young man 
of uncommon abilities and extraordinary pro- 
ficiency both in literary and professional attain- 
ments. His death was caused through excesdve 
fatigue in attending to his duties. 

January 18. — At a meeting in Edinbur^ of the 
Higmand Society of S^tland, a report was 
suMnitted showing the progress made m collect- 
ing andent Oeltic manuscripts and materials for 
a dictionaxT. A letter was read froip Sir John 
Macffregor Murray offerinar to contribute lib^ally 
to the expense of such a dictionary from a fund 
collected in India. The Society authorised a 
sum to be laid out towards the expense of the 
dictionary, and for haying the ancient Celtic 
manuscripts collected by the Society transcribed 
and translated. 

January 25. — A collection for behoof of Bible 
Societies in the Parish Churdi of Urquhart, 
Ross-shire, amounted to £60 12s, including a 
donation of £5 by Sir Hector Mackenzie of 
Gairloch, Bart. Tne minister. Rev. Mr Galder, 
sent £40 12s to the Scottish Bible Society, and 
£20 to the Edinburgh Bible Society. 

Ibid. — ^Died, at Fort-William, on the 7th January, 
in the 42nd year of his age, the Rev. John Ord, 
chanlain of the garrison and rector of the 
Grammar School. He is described as a man of 
extensive erudition and an impressive preacher. 

Pebruarv 15. — ^Report of a dinner given "for the 
purpose of heating, as it is called, the Mason 
Lodge Hotel, recently taken possession of by 
Mr Bennet, from Edinburgh.*' The company 
numbered about 70, with Provost Ghrant as 
chairman and Mr Mackintosh of Holm as 
croupier. 

February 22. — ^Died, at the house of his moUier, 
Lady Saltonn. in New Cavendish Street, Lon- 
don,* on 10th February, the Hon. Simon Fraser, 
banker, proprietor of Ness Castle. Mr Fraser 
had completed his 23rd year. Hie property of 
Ness Castle devolved on his younger brother, 
the Hon. William Fraser. 

Ibid. — ^"It may be mentioned as a proof of the 
increasing population of this place that Mr 
Smith, who holds two acres of land at the 
Hauffh, has feued the same for the purpose of 
builoing. The ground being square and well 
laid out, it will form a neat village, which is 
to be called Qordonville." 

March 1 and 8. — ^The death is announced on the 
19t^ ult., of Sir James Grant of Grant, Bart. 
It is stated that he took little part in politics, 
but enjoyed the love and respect of a numerous 
and happy tenantry, to whom he was a most 
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attentave and indulgent landlord.. "He had all 
the affections, without any of the ^ride or any 
of the hvshness of feudal superiority; and 
never forgot, in attention to his own interesta, 
or the improvement of his ezteneiTe estates, 
the interests or the comfort of the people." 

Ihid. — ^Three men were conveying several ankers 
of smuggled whisky across the river opposite 
Ness Castle. They were pulling the boat across 
with a rope. The river being very high, the 
rope broke, the boat filled, two of the men were 
drowned, and the third was rescued after being 
carried down a mile and; a-half clinging to the 
stem. The spirits were to have been used at 
the wedding of one of the men who was 
drowned. 

March 15. — ^Eetablishment of a daily mail coach 
between Inverness and Aberdeen. It was to 
commence runnins^ on 5th April. Inside fare, 
£3 138 6d ; outside, £2 9s. 

April 6. — A statement appears that the proprie- 
tors of the Lone Island have not promoted 
emigration, but nave encouraged tenants to 
remain. It is stated that the pnictice of exact- 
ing services has been abolished, that the email 
tenants in general hold directly of the proprie- 
tors, and that all payments of rent are made 
in money. 

Ibid.— The Caledonian Company announce that 
while their coach is to run twice a-week to 
Edinburgh (it seems to have been reduced to 
once a-week in winter), they are to put on in 
June a diligence, to run five days a-week, and 
to perform the journey in two days instead of 
three. Passengers were to be allowed seven 
hours' rest the night they were on the road. 

Ibid. — A carrier announces that he is to make a 
joumev once a month between Inverness and 
Fort- William. Previonriy he had only made 
occamonal journeys. 

April 12. — ^Road completed between Inverfarigaig 
and the new road to Moyhall. 

April 19. — ^**That highly useful class of judges, 
the Sheriff-Substitutes of ScoUaad, have at last 
had justice done to them, by receiving an 
addition to their salaries." 

April 26. — At the Circuit Court, two shoemakers* 
apprentices from Elgin were convicted of 
a^vaultdng. stabbing, and otherwise maltreating 
William Taylor, late executioner at Inverness, 
and were sentenced to be transported beyond 
the seas for seven years. The attack seems to 
have been made on the hangman for his conduct 
at the execution of Gillan at Speymouth. Hie 
report of the execution bears that the unfortu- 
n«^ criminal was kept waiting on the scaffold 
by the unakilfnlness of the executioner, "whose 

6 
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concern seemed directed to tlie perquisites of the 
office more than the business m which he was 
engaged." There is a tradition that the 
executioner died from the usage he received on 
his way home, but the short paragraph given 
to the trial of his assailants only speaks of 
maltreating. The expression "late executioner" 
implies no more than that he had been dis- 
missed from his office. If he had died, the 
sentence would have been more severe. 

May 24. — ^Miners brought from Wales by the 
Marquis of Stafford struck on a seam of coal 
at Brora. They hoped to be able to make the 
working remunerative. This apoarently was the 
first actual proof of the existence of coal 
(lignite) in considerable quantity at Brora. The 
fint bore was 230 feet in depth. 

June 21. — ^Tbe Caledonian Coaching Company 
pronose to run their coaches by the Highland 
road three times a-week, "with such expedition 
that a person leaving Inverness at six o'clock 
in the morning can with comfort and ease 

get to Edinburgh next day to dinner; and in 
ke manner from Edinburgh to Inverness." The 
coach from Inverness reined Dunkeld at ten 
o'clock in the evening, and left at five next 
mominff, reaching Perth in time to catch the 
coach &r Edinburgh. 

June 28. — ^Recorded that Sir James Mackintosh, 
then Recorder of Bombay, had sent a remittance 
from that Presidency of £627 8s to the Academy 
of Fortrose, where he received his early educa- 
tion. Also that Mr John Forsyth, a son of the 
late William Forsyth, of Cromarty, had sent 
from Oalcutta £125; and that Oiarge Gunn 
Munro, treasurer of the Island of Grenada, son 
of Mr Munro of Poyntzfield, and an old pupil, 
had sent £210. 

Ibid. — ^Died, at Inverness, on the 24th, William 
Wilson, merdiant in Inverness, and for many 
yean one of its most active Magistrates. 

Ibid — ^"Died, in the 23rd year of his age, near 
Almeida, on the 5th May, Lieutenant William 
Houston, of the 71st Regiment, a young officer 
of excellent talents, of amiaUe disposition, and 
of great promise. He fell on that memorable 
day. gallantly leading a division of Light In- 
fantry to the charge, and amongst the most 
advanced of his admiring companions. He was 
the only son of Hugh Houston. Esq. of Creich, 
in Sutherlandsliire ; had early discovered a high 
and martial spirit, and embraced the military 
profession with ardour and enthusiasm." 

Julv 12. — ^The University and King's College of 
Aberdeen unanimously elected! John Tulloch, 
A.M., of the IhvenieeB Academy, to be conjunct 
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Profeasor of Math€matic8 with Mr Duncaii in 
the said University. 

July 19. — Oolours were presented by Mn Gil- 
landeira of Uighfield to the first regiment of 
Ross-shire Looal MHitia, commanded By Lient- 
Colonel Munro of Culcaim, and were conse- 
crated oy Rev. Mr Bethune, of Alness, chaplain 
to the- corps. 

Auffust 16. — Notice of a veteran named John 
Kieid, living in the village of Delnies, Nairn- 
shire, who hadi seen prolonged service as a 
soldier, and had nearly completed his hundredth 
vear. "He entered the 2ndi Battalion of the 
Scots Royals upwards of eighty years ago, and 
fouffht at the battles of Dettingen, Fontenoy, 
Walls, and CuUoden. He servm. also through 
the whole of the American War, and was 
present at the sieges of Quebec and Ticonderoga, 
where he was severelv wounded by a mueket 
ball, which entered his thigh, and which it 
was found impossible to extract. Hiis ball he 
means to bequeath as a legacy to one of his 
sons, of whom he has several, all begotten in 
lawful wedlock, and although he married at 
the age of 70, and all of whom are serving their 
King and country.'* This veteran had been 
only twice intoxicated during his long life, once 
at the time of his enlistment, and again when 
the news of his Majesty's coronation arrived at 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, where the Royals then 
lay. Mr Macleod, of the Inverness Roval 
Academy, painted his portrait, and intended 
to present it to the ]>uke of Kent, then Colonel 
of the Rovals, in which Reid had served for 
upwards of forty years. 

Ibid. — ^The 4th or tong Island Regiment of In- 
verness-shire Militia assembled at Benbecula on 
22nd July, under command of Lieut. -Colonel 
Maodonal'd of Staffa. Only two of the rank and 
file were missing, and tbiey were supposed to 
have entered the navy. The regiment was 
dressed in the complete Highland garb. 

August 23.— "This place for some days back has 
been the resort of an immense number of per- 
sons of rank and fashion, who at this season of 
the year generally visit the North for the pur- 
pose of viewing its beautiful and romantic 
scenery." 

August 30. — Qeorge Sinclair of Ulbster elected 
M.P. for Caithness, in room of his father. Sir 
John Sinclair, who had accepted an office under 
the Crown. 

Ibid. — Mr Adam appointed rector of the Inverness 
Academy. 

September 6. — ^List of subscriptions sent from 
India to the Meikle Ferry DisigMter Fund, llie 
total sum was 3229 pagodas, and it was stated 
that the value of a pagoda was Ss 9d. The 
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money was traoanitted through Dr Walter Boss 
Monro, of OalcattaL 

September 20.— Death aimomiced of Peter Baillie, 
Esq. of Dochfour, M.P. for the Inverness 
Burghs. "Through some mistake, the name of 
Evan Baillie, Esq., M.P. for Bristol, was in- 
serted in the obituary of most of our contem- 
porary prints, but we have the pleasure to state 
that, though at an advanced age, that gentleman 
is in the perfect enjoyment of healui, exoept 
in so far as it may be affected by so severe an 
affliction as the death of a beloved son." Mr 
Evan Baillie survived until 1835, when he died 
at the age of 95. 

Ibid.— In this and other issues there were 
frequent references to a comet which was then 
attracting great attention. 

September 27. — Publication of a volume of poetry 
entitled "Graig-Phadric, Visions of Sensibility, 
Legendary Tues, and) Occasional Pieces," by 
D. Carey. Mr Carey was editor of the 
"Journal The price of the volume was 10s 6d. 

Ibid. — Foundation laid of Lord Maodonald's vil- 
lage of Kyleakin. There was a ceremony, at- 
tended- bv the ladies and gentlemen of the neigh- 
bourhood, and followed by festivities on the 
▼illage green. 

October 4. — "Francis JeflFrey, Esq., so well known 
and justly celebrated for his hterary and legal 
knowledge, paid a visit to this place on Satur- 
day last, on his way from Elinrara, the beautiful 
and romantic cottage of her Grace the Duchess 
of Gordon. Having; viewed the operations of 
the Caledonian Canal, and the delightful scenery 
around Inverness, with which he seemed highly 
sratiiSed, this eminent character set out for 
Aberdeen, on his way to Edinburgh." 

Ibid. — ^Died, on 16th August, at Timdow of 
Garthmore, in the parish of Abemethv, William 
Stuart, in his 91st year. He joined the army in 
his vouth, went to Flanders in 1743, with the 
42nd Regiment, and was at the battles of Fon- 
tenoy, Lafelt, and the siege of Bergen-op-Zoom. 
He was supposed to be the last survivor of 
those who went abroad with the 42nd in the 
above year. 

October 25.— Report of Northern Meeting, which 
began on Monday, 14th, and continued! during 
the week. On Friday, about 140 ladies and 
gentlemen sat down to dinner, and l^ere were 
about 200 dancers in the ball-room. Among 
the amusements of the week was a trotting 
match between a pony belonging to the Mar- 
quis of Huntly, and a horse belonging to Mr 
Forbes of Culloden. Hie pony was the winner. 
"The distance, whidi was about six miles, was 
performed with apparent ease in twenty-three 
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minutes, beins at the rate of neArly nzteen 
miles an hour. 

Ibid. — ^Notioe of dinner given at Moyhall by The 
Mackintosh of Mackintosh to a distinguished 
party, which included Mr Charles Qrant, son 
of the member for the County, and candidate 
for the representation of the Burghs. "Thoush 
many of those forming the party were in the 
morning at the distance of 40 miles from Moy- 
hall, yet they all arrived nearly at the same 
time. One of the dishes at table was a hind 
quarter of one of the blackfaced breed of sheep, 
seven years old, which weighed 80 lbs., and 
bad 21 lbs. of suet. It was fed at Moyhall, 
and proved a delectable treat." Hie dinner was 
at six o'clock, the party was kept up until two 
o'clock a.m., and the visitors remained for the 
niffht. In the morning, after breakfast, they 
left, some for Kinrara, and the others for Castle 
Grant. 

November 1. — ^The sixth anniversary of IVafalgar 
was celebrated in Mrs Maclean's Inn, Forres, 
by the Forres Trafalgar Club, on Monday, 21st 
October, "a day which will ever be remembered 
by Britons with the highest emotions of 
national pride, regret, and satisfaction." The 
Marquis of Huntly was in the chair, and fifty- 
two members were present. 

November 8. —On the 4th, Charles Qrant, after- 
wards Lord Glenelg, son of Uie member for the 
County, was elect^ to represent the Inverness 
Burffhs in Parliament. Tne election took place 
at Fortrose, on that occasion the returning 
burffh, and in expressing his thanks, Mr Grant 
decbred that he was utterlv unconnected with 
any political party; "and the privilege of 
making this assertion with truth is one which 
I value too highly ever to resign." The gentle- 
men present afterwards dined together, and 
the health of the new member was proposed by 
Sir WiUiam Gk)rdon-Cumming of Altyre, who 
said — "I have long been intimately acquainted 
with him. I know him to be a man of staunch 
independence, and venture to predict that this 
day will be always reckoned auspicious for 
the interests of this country." The same even- 
ing a school ball was given, and many of the 
gentlemen honoured the ball with their pre- 
sence, the dance being kept up with great spirit 
until past midnight. 

Ibid. — "On Saturday the Magistrates of this place 
[Inverness] conferred the freedom of the town 
on Charles Grant, Esq. of Wattemish, now 
M.P. ; Sir William Gordon-Cumming of Gor- 
donstoun and Altyre, Baronet; DonSd Mack- 
intosh. Esq., writer, Edinburgh; and George 
Gunn Munro, Esq. of Grenada." 
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Ibid.— The Committee of the Meikle Ferry Dis- 
aster Fund announce another distribution of 
money collected. A correspondent in Skye very 
Idndly sends us a copy of the circular issued at 
the time, still wonderfully fresh after ninety 
years. The total amount distributed to date 
was £2909 158, aod this did not exhaust the 
fund, although l^e amount of the balance is 
not stated. 

November 15. — On the 8th inst., the tenantry on 
the Cawdor estates celebrated the majori^ of 
the Hon. John Frederick Canmbell, eldest son 
of Lord Cawdor. Mr Dunbar Brodie of Burgie 
and Lethen presided, as the nearest relative of 
the Cawdor family present. The Castle was 
illuminated, and the country ablaze with bon- 
fires. 

November 22.— The ferry-boat between Fort- 
Oeorge and Rosemarkie was overturned on the 
15th inst., with 13 persons on board, and all 
were drowned except 2. There was a strong 
wind against the boat, and a pony on board. 
The boat turned broadside to the storm, and 
a wave burst over and swamped her. One man 
was saved by clinging to the pony, and another 
man by holding to the mast. A subscription 
was raised for the relatives of the sufiFerers, to 
which the officers and men of the 2nd Battalion 
of the TOth, quartered at Fort-George, con- 
tributed £21 Ts 7d. 

November 29. — ^Two new roads completed be- 
tween Bonar, in Sutherland, and the Ord Hill. 
This included the bridge over the Helmsdale 
river. Plan submitted for the mound and 
bridge across the Fleet at the Little Ferry. 

Ibid. — ^"Died, at Dresden, on the 5th October, the 
Riffht Hon. James, Earl of Findlater anli Sea^ 
field. Lord Deskford. His lordship's princely 
estates, yielding about £40,000 per annum, 
together with the title of Earl of Seafield, 
devolve on Sir Lewis Alexander Grant of Grant, 
Bart., eldest son of the late lamented Sir James 
Grant of Grant, Bart" 

December 6. — The road from Inverness to Fort- 
Augustus, by Urquhart, completed. The 
original contractor for the road failed, and his 
surefy. Sir John Campbell of Ardnamurchan, 
had to finish the work. Great praise is given 
to Sir John for the manner in which he executed 
the woric, although it involved him in a loss of 
£2000. 
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No. VI. 

In this issue is recorded the death of the 
famous Jane, Duchess of Gordon, who raised 
the Gordon Highlanders. She was in her 
sixty-sixth year — ^not so old as one is apt to 
imagine from the traditions respecting her 
social activity and enterprise. Her latter 
years were passed in disappointment, suffer- 
ing from estrangement from her husband. At 
the time of their marriage the Duke and 
Duchess (Jane Maxwell, 'the Flower of Gallo- 
way") were a singularly handsome couple. 
'The Duke was in Ms twen^-fourth year, the 
bride in her twenty-first. Reynolds has pre- 
served some memorial of the youthful beauty 
of the Duchess, and a lovelier profile was never 
drawn." For many years she was a brilliant 
leader of society in London, attracting to her 
assemblies wits, orators, and statesmen. She 
made great matches for most <^ her daughters. 
In I7& the Duchess raised the Gordon Hi^- 
landers for her son, the Maroiuis of Huntly, tiie 
two recruiting at every fair in the countryside. 
Tradition has it that when other arguments 
failed, a kiss from the Duchess won the recruit. 
In the closing years of her life the Duchess 
spent her summers at Elinrara, in Badenoc^, 
living first in the old farm-house and after- 
wards in a villa built for her accommodation. 
Mr Alexander Macpherson, in his interesting 
volume on Old Ohurch and Social Ufe in the 
Hi^lands, says: — 

"Mr Duncan Macj^eraon, Kingnssie, the 
venerable 'Old Banker'— who died in February 
1890, at the Hue old age of ninety-one— vividly 
described the intense interest excited in Badenoch 
by the arrival of the remains of the Duchess in 
a hearse, drawn all the way from London by six 
jet-black Belgian ihorses. At Dalwhinnie, the 
first stage within the Highland territory — ^then 
belonging to the familv— at which the funeral 
cortege arrived, the body of the Duchess lay in 
state for two days. For a similar period it lay 
at the inn then at Pitmain, within half-a-mile 
of Kingussie, and was subsequently followed by 
an immense concourse of Hisnland people to the 
filial restinff-place at her beSoved Kinrara. Ac- 
cording to her own directions, her cemains were 
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interred in a fcuroorite sequestered spot within a 
short distemce from Einrara House, far awar 
from the noise of the great Baibylon in which 
she died, and witliin heanng of the plaintive song 
of our noble Highland riyer. The spot is marked 
by a granite monumient, erected by her husband." 

An advertisement of the forest of Glenfeshie, 
tinder date January 17, may attract attention. 
Sorope, in his ''Days of Deernitalking," says 
that this forest 'Vas let in 1752 to Mr Mao- 
pherson of Invereshie, and continued to be 
rented by that family until 1812, when it was 
purohased from the Duke of Gordon by Mr 
Macpherson of Invereshie and Ballindalloch.'' 
For many years afterwards it continued to be 
pastured by cattle and sheep. 

The year 1812 was remarkable in the history 
of the wars wit^ Napoleon. In that year the 
Duke of Wellinfrton captured Ciudad Rodrigo 
and Badajos, and won the battle of Salamanca. 
In the same year Napoleon undertook his dis- 
astrous campaign to Russia, and in December 
all Europe was ringing with news of the 
destruction of the Grand Army. We record 
little in our Northern Notes except such as 
relates to the Highlands of Scotland. In 
October and November a General Election 
took place, and we give the names of the 
members returned for constituencies in the 
Northern Counties. Readers will be inter- 
ested in paragraphs relating to the appearance 
of the two Grants, father and son, the one 
re-elected for the County, the other for 
the Inverness District of Burghs. 

From the " Inverness Journal," 
1812. 

January 3.— Announced that after January 11 
the coach will run only once a-week between 
Inverness and Perth. 

January 10. — "The old mansion house of Dnnean, 
whicn was, for its standing, in excellent repair, 
and occupied by the overseer of the Mains, took 
fire on tne evening of Saturday last, and was 
burnt to the ground. Every exertion to stop 
the progress of the flames proved ineffectual, 
and it was with the greatest difficulty that any 
part of the furniture was preserved." 

Ibui.— "Died, on the 27th December, at the ad- 
vanced age of 96 years, David Eraser, late 
farmer of Barnyards, near Beauly. He served 
as piper to Sunon Lord Lovat, and fought 
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ftt tbe battles of Falkiri^ and CnUoden. Not- 
withstandiiig his vexy great age, he retained his 
faculties entire; he was never heard to oom- 

Slain of indisposition, and it was only for a few 
ays before his death he was oblised, owing to 
debility, to confine himself to bed. The Hon. 
A. Fraser of Lovat, desirons to iftiow eTerv mark 
of respect to the remains of an old and faith- 
ful servant, ordered both his pipers to accom- 
pany the funeral, on the 13th ult., playing a 
mournful dirse from Barnyards to the place of 
interment at Kirkhill ; he also generously sent, 
to the burvinff-ground, a sufficient supply of 
good Highland whisky for the refreshment of 
uose who attended the funeral." 

January 17. — Advertisement of the forest of Glen- 
feshie, in Badenoch, consisting of 13,706 acres, 
the property of the Duke oxOordosk. "It is 
adanted either for a summer grazing to black 
cattle, or for shooting ground! to a sportsman 
who might wish to preserve the tract for deer, 
moor game, and ptannigan, all of which abound 
in the adjoining nills, and with which it would 
be abundantly stocked in a very short time, If 
carefully kept for this purpose." 

February '7. — ^Lieut. -General Archibald Campbell, 
of the late Breadalbane Fendbles, was ap- 
pointed lieut. -Governor of Fort- Augustus, in 
room of the late Colonel Brod&e. 

Ibid. — Died, at Garvamore, on the 9th January, 
Mrs Janet Maodonald, relict of Alexander Mac^ 
donald, Esq. of Tullochcrombie, and daughter 
of ICaodonsld of Keppooh. Mr Alexander Mac- 
kenzie, in his History of the Maodonalds, men- 
tions ' that Keppoch had two daughters, one 
Katharine, married to John Maodonald of 
Killichonate, and the other, Jessie, married to 
Alexander Macdonald of 'Tullochcrom." A 
few years after Culloden one of these ladies 
danced with General Wolfe at a ball at Inver- 
ness. 

February 14. — ^Notice of the retirement of Sir 
James Mackintosh from the office of ReconlBr 
of Bombay. 

February 21.— It is stated that 30 to 40 vessels, 
laden with kelp from the West Coast, enter 
annually the port of London. 

Ibid. — ^"Died, at Fort-Augustus, the 11th January 
last.. Colonel George Brodie, late Lieut - 
Governor of that Fort. In the long train of 
military services, in dilFereiii climates, his 
conduct was marked for strict honour, true 
courage, and warm friendship, which procured 
him Ugh respect and esteem from his brother 
officers. His numerous acquaintances and 
friends will long remember his singular open- 

7 
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ness, honesty, and generosity of heart, equalled 
by few and sarpassed by none. Such was the 
general regret for and respect shown to this 
worthy man at Fort-Angnstns that after the 
nsnal honours were paid to his memory, when 
his remains were about to be removed to the 
family burying-place at Dyke, the numerous 
attenoants would not allow the coffin to be put 
into the hearse, but insisted they should carry 
it for some miles, as the last token of regard 
and esteem for their worthy Governor.** 

February 28. — ^The Hon. Colonel Fraser of Lovat 
intimated his contract with the Parliamentary 
Commissioners of Roads and Bridges for con- 
structing the Lovat Bridge across the river 
Beauly. He also ajave directions for erecting 
stations on Loch-Nevis, in Morar, for catching 
and curing herrings. 

March 13.— The Easter Ross Farmers* Club, 
esteblished about a year previous, held their 
first ploughing match* about this time. 

March 27. — ^"A noor woman in Burghead lately 
purchased half-a-dozen fresh haddocks, being 
all that her purse could afford, on opening one 
of which, to her astonishment, she found a 
guinea in gold.** 

April 3. — ^Died. at Bridjgend of Dunbeath, in the 
County of Caithness, on the 20th of March. 
Capt. John Sutherland, aged 69. He entered 
the army in 1759, and served with General 
Wolfe at Louisburg, and the Siege of Quebec, 
and under General Murray at Montreal. For 
nine years he was captain of the" Forss Volun- 
teers. He was interred with military honoiu-s 
by his own Company in presenoe of a vast 
concourse of people. 

Ibid. — Died, at Flowerbum, on the 19th ult., 
Roderick Mackenzie of Flowerbum, in the 84th 
year of his age. 

April 10. — ^A correspondent states that the mem- 
bers of the Easter Ross Farmers^ Club and 
others in that quarter raised a subscription 
for destroving crows in 1811, in consequence of 
which 5722 were killed. A subscription of the 
same kind was entered into in 1812. 

Ibid.— The first Fiars* Court ever held in Suther- 
land, assembled at Dornoch on 19th February, 
undbr the presidency of Sheriff-Substitute 
Markid, whose address on the occasion was 
published in this issue. The Sheriff mentioned 
t?he singular fact that this was the first Court 
of the kind held in the County, sayinor that 
many reasons might be assigned for the Sheriffs 
having hitherto overlooked the matter, but he 
would not trouble the jury with stating them. 
He dwelt, however, with satisfaction on the 
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fact Uiat juries had rarely to be summoned in 
SutherlaiDd, as crime was soajrcely known in the 
Ck)unt7 exoept in name. 

Ibid. — Died, on 27th March, at Grantown, John 
Grant, in his 92nd year. He had lived under 
four lairds of Grant, and possessed a remark- 
able fund of anecdotes and traditions of the 
County. He conducted fleets of rafts from the 
fir woods to the sea at Garmouth, and was at 
one time known as Admiral ot the iSpey, as he 
had charge of aJl the Glenmore Company's 
timber. *'A few years since his leading raft 
struck upon a rock near Kothes, as his sight was 
failing, and went to pieces; he disappeared, 
but a young man, leading the succeeding rait, 
seeing a boat and a boy crossing near them, 
sprang intto it, and getting a view of John's 
head above water, brought him out, and he 
soon recovered. Upon his return home, worthy 
Sir James Grant took his promise never to so 
upon the 8pey any more, which he sacredly 
kept. Such as have been at Oastle Grant must 
have observed in the Great Hall a remarkable 
Highlander's full picture, with whiskers, and a 
large crooked saore. This was his father, 
AlUster Moir Grant, attached to the family as 
tne son was, and much regarded by them. Sir 
James Grant dressed him lately in his own In- 
verness-shire Lieutenancy uniform, of which he 
was very proud, and he, for the last time, went 
in them to Castle Grant in September last, to 
pav his dutv to the family." 

April 24. — ^"Tne most noble Jane Duchess of Gor- 
don died on Saturdav the 11th curt.^ in the 
Pulteney Hotel, London. Her Grace was the 
eklest daughter of Sir Wul Maxwell of Mcm- 
reith, Bart., was bom in 1746, and married to 
the present Duke of Gk>xxion, October 23rd, 
1767, by whom she had, now living, one son, 
the jiialrquis of Huntly, and five daughters, 
namely, the Duchess of Richmond, Lady 
Madehna Palmer, the Duchess of Manchester, 
the Marchioness of Comwallis, and the Duchess 
of Bedford. She had a second son, Alexander, 
who died about four yearo ago. The remains 
of her Grace were removed from the Pulteney 
Hotel on Friday last, in order to be conveyed 
to her beautiful seat of Kinrara. The Marquis 
of Huntly accompanies the mournful procession 
to witness her Grace's interment." 

May 1. — ^Foundation stone of the bridge over the 
Beauly laid by Hon. Colonel Fraser of Lovat 
on the 27th ult. 

May 8. — There is a short memoir in this issue of 
Major John Mackenxie Soott, who fell at the 
battle of Albuera on 16th May 1811. He was 
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a native of InvemeaB, eldest ion of William 
Scott of Seabank, and entered the army at the 
age of 17, being appointed ensign in the /8th 
by his rdative, Lord Seaforth. Major Scott 
had an active and difltinguiahed career. 

May 29. — On Monday, the llt^ Inst., the remains 
of the Duchess of Gordon were interred at ELin- 
raira, in compliance with her own deeire, 
expressed at different times dnring her Ufe, 
and more earnestly on her deathbed. Twenty- 
tnree days were oooapied in the journey from 
London to Pitmahi, where the procession 
arrived on Saturday the 9th. The most grati- 
fying marks of civility were shown to the 
attendants in all the places through which they 
passed. The Marquis of Huntljr, who had never 
left hia mother during her hist illness, left Lon- 
don with the procession, but came by a different 
route to Scotland to meet and join it on the 
borders of his fathei^s property at Dalnacardoch, 
in Perthshire. At an eariy hour oo the 11th 
the body was moved from Pitmain and con- 
signed to the grave. There was a large attend- 
ance of gentkmen and a great concourse of 
people from the district. 

Ibid. — ^Memorial sketch of Lieut. -Colonel William 
Campbell, who was mortally wounded in the 
moment of victory at the head of the 78th 
Renment in the attack on Fort Comelis, Island 
of Java. He was the third son of John Camp- 
bell of Ensay. ne was advanced some paces 
before the 78th and in the act of tuming round 
to cheer them on to the assault when he was 
struck down by gi'^P^ shot. 

June 5 and 12. — Th^ two numbers contain a 
biographical account of General Mackenzie 
Fruer, who was bom in 1758, and saw distin- 
guiehed service with the 2nd Battalion 73rd 
Highlanders and the 78th Highlanders. He 
also commanded the expedition to Effypt in 
1807, and a division under Sir John Moore in 
1809, being present at the battle of Corunna. 
He served in the Walcheren Expedition, was 
invalided home, and died on 13th September 
1809, at the age of 51. He was M.P. 
for Cromarty m>m 1802, and for Ross- 
shire from 1806 until the date of his 
dieath. General Mackenzie Fraaelr ma bom at 
Tore, in the County of Ross. He was a 
younger son of Colin Mackenzie of Kilcoy, and 
was bom after his father's deB4iL His mother 
was Ma^a Eraser, eldest daughter of Eraser of 
LiveraUochy, in the County of Aberdeen. In 
1803 he acquired the estate of InveraJlochy by 
the settlement of his mother, and added the 
name of Eraser to hSs paternal surname. A 
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fine portrait of Qeneral Mackenzie Fraaer «{»• 
pears in Major Davidson's History of tlie 78th 
Kegiment, recently pubUsbed. 

June 12. — The contractors for constmcting an 
iron bridge across Bonar Ferry had succeed 
in laying the foundation of the water abutment, 
*'contraz7 to the expectation of all those who 
are acquainted with the obstacles whidi t^e 
depth andl strenfth of the current presented." 

July 3.--On Wednesday, 30th June, the Rev. 
Simon Fraser was ordained by the Presbytery 
of Inverness. 

Ibid.— "On the 24th ult., died, at Struy, Strath- 
glass, Mr James Rose, officer of Excise, who by 
a coDsdentious discharge of every duty, public 
and private, rendered himself the object of uni- 
versal regard. His funeral was attended by 
upwards of 2000 persons, among whom were 
many of the first rank, who affectionately bore 
his remains on their dioulders from his house 
at Stray to the place of interment at KirkhiU, 
a distance of at least twelve miles." This was 
a real Highland funeral, and given to an 
Excise officer. 

Julv 10. — William Raff, son of a merchant in 
Forres, drowned while bathing in the river 
Findhom. He was in his 17th year. 

Ibid. — ^Thomas Telford, the engineer, then resid- 
inff at Clachnabarry, sends an eulonum on 
John Leyden, from tne pen of Qeneral Malcolm 
— **My respected friend and schoolfellow," as 
Telford calls him. The tribute originally ap- 
peared in the "Bombay CJourier." 

July 17. — ^Mr oames Robertson announces that, 
having purchased the grocery business so long 
carried on by Mackintosh, Inglis, k Wilson, 
he has assumed as his partners Bailie John 
Mackenzie, Mr Hugh Innes, and Mr John 
Ferguson, and that the business will be con- 
ducted under the firm of Robertson, limes, and 
Ck>. He mentions at ^e same time that Mr 
Ferguson had been long associated with him in 
the wine trade. 

Ibid. — Died, lately, in the parish of Knockando, 
County of Elgin, an eccentric character known 
as Red Jean, or Jean Roy. She disliked her 
own sex, and always pretended to be a man, 
wearing * kilt, jacket, and blue bonnet. She 

nraUy worKed as a day labourer. 
4.-4>n Tuesday, 2l8t curt., the majority 
was celebrated of the Hon. Wflliam Macken- 
zie, Master (^ Seaforth. 
August 7. — Account of a gallant action by "our 
countryman, Lieut. Warrand, ' who commanded 
his Majesty's schooner Sealark, 10 guns. Being 
off Start Point on 21st July, Lieut Wamnd 
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leatmed that a large lagger waa ohasinff and 
firing et two merchant vessela. He immemately 
gave chase, and after a sharp action, captured 
the lugger. The enemy proved to be the Ville 
de Caen, Captain Cocket, of 16 guns and 75 
men, belonging to St lialoes. She had sailed 
from the Isle of Bas the day before. The Sea- 
lark had seven men killed, and twenty-three 
wounded, among the lattekr the gallant Lieu- 
tenant. The Franchman had her captain and 
fourteen men killed, and sixteen wounded. 
Lieut. Warrand was promoted to the rank of 
Master and Commander in consideration of his 
braveiTy and good conduct. 

Ibid. — An English provincial paper contained the 
following paragraph: — "A cast iron bridge on 
a new plan is now reared for public inspection 
by Mr Hazeldime, in front of his foundry at 
Plaskynaston, where it forms a new object of 
attraction and wonder to the visitors of Llan- 
gollen Vale and the Aqueduct. This stupendous 
bridge is oocnstructed for the purpose of being 
erec^ at Bonar Ferry, over the Dornoch Firth, 
and will connect the oountdes of Boss and 
Sutherland. It is a single arch of 150 feet in 
spam, the main ribs are 3 feet wide by 2^ feet 
thick, and the roadway is supported by them 
in lozenges. The design is by T. Telford, Esq., 
and the abutments are building by Mr Simpson, 
of Shrewsbtfry, and Mr Cargil, of the Cale- 
donian Canal. ' The bridge was at this date 
on its wancr to Bonar. 

Ibid. — A fishery officer was placed at Tobermdiry 
for the convenience of the ooaits engaged in the 
herring fishing. 

Ibid. — ^A sbow of live stock was held at Bridgend of 
Alness on the 4th by the Weste<r Ross and 
Easter Boss Farmer Clubs. 

August 14. — "Qie Morayshire Farmer Club held 
a show [presumably at Elgin] to encourage the 
improvement of the breeds of black cattle and 
draught horses. After the show a party of 60 
dined at Pearey*s. The Duke of Qordon was 
present, but his son, the Marquis of Huntly, 
occupied the choir, with Ballindalloch as crou- 
pier. "His lordship gave an excellent turtle, 
dressed by his own cook in the highest perfec- 
tion, and s<Mne of the finest old cheese and High- 
land whisky that had ever been tasted by the 
Club." The Duke of Qordon presented to the 
Club a silver cup bearing an engraving of a 
plough, with the motto, "G^ speed the plough." 
The price at the show for the best bull was 
awarded to Sir William Cordon Cumming, 
Bart, of Altyre. 

August 28. — Gratification is expressed at the 
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prospect of an abooadant harvest through the 
whole country. ''Neither blight, smut, mil- 
dew, or any other injurious visitation has yet 
been witnessed." 

Ibid. — ^"Died, on the 8th June last, at his estate 
in Dem^dnara, Alexander Macrae, Esq., a mem- 
ber of the Court of Policy of that Colony, and 
chief of the respectable and ancient family of 
his name in the Highlands of Scotland." 

September 4. — ^"Sabbath last, the Rev. John Mac- 
donell, of Forres, baptised the infant son of the 
Rev. Dr Brichan, of Dyke, by the name of Wel- 
lington." 

Ibid. — ^Lieutenant and Adjutant James Davidson, 
of the 27th Regiment, killed at Ihe battle of 
Salamanca, was second son of John Davidson, 
collector of the Land Tax of the County of 
Caithness. Another son. Captain Sinclair 
Davidson, of the 79th Regiment, fell while gal- 
lantly leading his company to victory at the 
battle of Fuentes d'Honore. Both were officers 
of great promise. 

September 18. — At the Circuit Court, held on the 
15th, Lord Hermaml presiding, a man named 
Robert Ferguson, a cartwrisht, was tried for 
the murder of Captain (Jhanes Munro, of the 
42nd Regiment, at a smithy in the parish of 
Resolis, Koss-shire. Captain Munro entered 
the smithy about five o'clock in the afternoon 
on the 2nd of June. Ferguson entered sho/rtly 
afterwards, aoid began to swear at the Captain, 
who pushed him out. Returning with an open 
knife, Fertmson plunged it into the side of 
Captain Munro, who died the following even- 
ing, remarking before he expired that "He 
wished he had fallen on the field of battle." The 
accused was convicted, and sentenced to be 
executed at Inverness on 30th October. 

September 25.->"Died, on the 19th ult., at Gib- 
raltar, where he had resided for half a centuhr 
as an eminent merchant, John Smith, Esq.*, 
aged 75, and formerly of Inverness. His re- 
mains were followed to the sfrave by all the 
chief civil and military authorities of the garri- 
son, who were equallv anxious to pay him that 
compliment which his long respectable life so 
justly entitled him to." 

October 9. — ^Proclamation dissolving Parliament 
and calliufir a new one, the writs made return- 
able on 24th November. It is announced that 
Sir James Mackintosh, who was expected to 
stand for the county of Nairn, could not come 
forward, as he had not been infefted a sufficient 
length of time to allow of his beinfl; admitted 
to the roU of Freeholders. Mr Innes of Loch- 
alsh had declined to off^ himself again for the 
County of Ross. 
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October 16. — ^Mr J. P. Grant of Rothiemurchiis 
elected one of the representativefl for East 
Qrimsby. 

Ibid. — Died, at tlie Manse of Urquhart, Ross- 
shire, on the Ist October, in the 64th year of 
his age and 38th of his ministry, the Rev. 
Charles Galder, minister of Urquhart, a man 
eminently devoted to his divine Master's ser- 
vice. A short mennnr bean testimony to the 
piety, talent, kindliness, and ministerial use- 
fulness of Mr Calder. "His correct classical 
task, refined by early, aasiduoos study, gave a 
sunerior polish to his compositions, which were 
always distinguished for elegance and ingenuity, 
and served to commend, to the most fastidious 
ear, the weighty senitiments which he drew, 
pure and genuine, from the sacred fountain of 
taruth." 

October 23. — ^The man RobM Ferguson, convicted 
of murder, was respited for fourteen days, on 
account of the election of a member for the 
Burghs on the 30th, and of a member for the 
County on the Friday following. 

Ibid. — ^The ingathering of the crops, which pro- 
mised to be so plentiful, was greatly ddi^ed 
by unfavourable weather. Even in the **low 
country" the crop was far from being secured. 

Octobefr 30. — ^Freedom of the burgh conferred on 
Sir James Mackintosh. It is not stated that 
Sir James was present. 

Ibid.— Colcmel Rose of Kilravock elected member 
of Parliametkt for the County of Nairn. Sir 
James Dunbar of Boath, who proposed to come 
forward, waived his claims in favour of Colonel 
Rose. 

Ibid. — ^The Northern Meeting was held the pre- 
vious week, and largely attended. "Owing to 
the unfavourable state of the weather, the sports 
of the field afforded but little enjoyment ; this 
was, however, fully compensated by the social 
intercourse of the festive board and the bril- 
liancy of the ball-room. On the last night of 
this gay scene, the Hon. Colonel A. Fnuse^ of 
Lovat and his amiable lady entertained a select, 
thouffh very numerous, party of the ladies and 
gent^men who attended the Meeting at their 
beautiful residence called the Banracks, in the 
immediate neighboMiood of this place, and 
from which they reluctantly departed at an 
advanced hour of the following morning.'* 

Ibid.— On Wednesday, 21st inst., the anniver- 
sarv of 'IVafalfl:ar wae celebrated at Forres. The 
Duke of Gordon was in the chair, and the Mar- 
quis of Huntly croupier. Sir James Mackintoirii 
was also praenti The Duke of Gordon pre- 
sented a silver cup to the Clnb, inscribed— "In 
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memory of Lord NelBon^s victoriee of the Nile, 
Oopenhagen, and Trafalgar." The Rev. ICr 
Gordon, Banff, also presented a handiBome 
bronze medal, beaHng a likieiieeB of Lord Nel- 
son. 

November 6. — ^The election of a member for the 
Inverness Burghs took place on the previons 
Friday, when Charles Grant, yr. of Wattelr- 
nish, was unanimousljr chosen. On his election, 
Mr Grant addressed his constituents in a speech 
which runs to three columns of the paper. It 
was a powerful and eloquent address, rather 
more ornate than we are accustomed to now-a- 
days, but ammated and lofty in tone, and 
marked bv felicity of phra«e. The member 
stronglv defended a vote which he had recently 
given m favour of Catholic emancipation, or 
tuther in favour of an inquiry to ascertain 
whether the Catbolic claims could' be safely 
conceded. He also spoke in indignant terms 
of the recent assassination of the rame Minis- 
ter, Mr Perceval. The closing sentences of tliis 
passage may be quoted as a specimen of the ad- 
dress : —'Who," he asked, "can forget that 
eloquence, not perhaps of the highest ordelr, 
yet distinguished by traits of greatness ; not, 
perhaps, measured in its march nor nurtured in 
the shady spaces of philosophy, yet keen, active, 
penetratmfir; admirably fitted for combat, 
pUable in its movements, invincible in debate, 
triumphant in reply — ^that eloquence which, 
without courting the flowers of fancy, was yet 
sometimes elevated to a sublime height by the 
mere force of inward sentiment, by the intense 
conviction of an inward and high-toned princi- 
ple? Well do I remerabeSr the indignant tones 
m which, but a few nights before his death, 
he asserted the cause of the Constitution ; when 
m allusion to the disturbances which have dis- 
graced England, in a speech literally carried 
along by the acclamations of an admiring audi- 
ence, he reprobated the opinion of those who 
reconmiendi&d delay in the use of coercive 
measures, when he exclaimed, 'Shall we await 
to see who is the next victim of assassination?' 
Gentlemen, his murderer was then in the 
House of Commons. Those wdrds were at that 
moment ringing in the ears of him who was 
destined to make them prophetic." After his 
election, Mr Grant gave a spleodid entertain- 
ment to the leading inhabitants of the town 
and neighbourhood, upwards of a hundred being 
present. 

Ibid.— On October 29th, Colonel Francis William 
Grant of Grant was unanimously elected mem- 
ber for the County of Elgin, and on the 30th, 
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Patrick ICilne of Crimmongate was dected for 
the Elfidn DUtrict of Bnr^s. On the 30th, 
Hugh Jsones of Lochalsh was elected for the 
Northern Burghs, and on the 28th, James Mac- 
donald (no designation given) was elected for 
the County of Sutherland. On the 2nd, Robert 
Abercromby of Birkenbog was elected for the 
County of Banff. 

November 13. — On the previous Friday, Mr 
Charles Qrant of Watemish (father of the burgh 
memb^} was unanimously re-elected member 
for the County of Inverness. Mr Grant's speech 
on the occasion is reported at a length ot two 
columns. Though not so eloquent as his son*8 
addk'ess, it is compact and well expressed. Mr 
Grant considered that there was no alternative 
to the war with France. Any peace with 
Napoleon would be a false and hollow peace, 
fatal to us. **We alone." said Mr Grant, "stand 
erect amidst the wreck of nations. The rest 
of Europe has been compelled to bend to a ruth- 
less despot" The speaker also defended the 
vote he had given in favour of an inquiry into 
the Catholic claims. "Into this inquiry he was 
willing to ffo, though he confessed the temper 
which the Catholic body, or at least those dele- 
gated by them, had of late shown was not 
encouraging. They urged their claims in an 
imperious spirit, which treated even previous 
inquiry as injurious to them." In his closing 
speech. Mr Grant said "that during the ten 
years he has sat in Parliament, he had not 
asked or received anything for himself ot any 
one belonging to him from any administration. 
The advantages he had acquired in life flowed 
from that service to which he had been from 
his early years attached: his highest honour 
from the office to which he had that day been 
nominated. Feeling the employments of active 
life still easy to him, it had been a graHification 
to him to renew the tender of his services to 
the county, and he was still more jrtitified by 
the genebrous manner in which the Freeholders 
had been pleased to accept them." After the 
dection a dinner was given, at which Colonel 
Fraser of Lovat presided. 

Ibid. — ^The same issue contains a report of the 
contested election for the County of Ross, which 
took place at Tain on the 3rd inst. The can- 
didates were the Hon. William Frederick Mac- 
kenzie, eldest son of Lord Seaiorth, and Sir 
Charles Ross of Balnagown. The Hon. Wm. 
Mackenzie was elected by a majority of 17 
votes, 29 freeholders having voted for the suc- 
cessful candidate, and 12 for his opponent. 

IMd.— /The dignity of baVnnet was conferred on 
.Sneas Mac&ntosh of Mackintosh. 
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Ibid. — What was called the Xairnshire Meeting, 
a counW association of natives in London, din^ 
on the oth at the City of London Tavern. The 
members present drank to the memory of the 
late Mr Straith, the burgh sdhoolmaster, by 
whom most of them had beeo educated. 

Ibid. — ^"Died, at Bught, on the 4th ciirt., Duncan 
Giant of Bught, in the 82nd year of his age. 
His funeral was attended by e^ery individual 
member of the six Incorporated Trades of In- 
verness, who to show their attachment to the 
remains of their cashier for the long period of 
56 years, insisted on carrying his l^xiy to the 
place of interment." 

November 20. — Robert Ferguson., the murderer 
of Captfikin Mun'ro, was executed on the 13th. 
The place of execution is not mentioned, though 
it is stated that there was a great concourse 
of spectators. The prisoner addressed the mul- 
titude in Gaelic, acknowledging the justice of 
iiis sentence. *'He then made many suitable 
reflections on his own situation, and stated that 
till some time after he was confined in the prison 
of Inverness, he had not aocess to the odrip- 
tures ; that, by the benevolence of well-disposed 
persons in Inverness, he was soon taught to 
read, and that ever since the Word of God had 
been his only comfort." Ferguson had been in 
prison for about five months. He was attended 
to the scaffold by the Rev. T. Praser and the 
Rev. D. Martin, ministers of Inverness. 

Ibid. — The bridge of Bonar is officially declared 
"finished and complete," and open to travellers. 

Ibid.— "On Tuesday last, Mr Charles Grant, M.P. 
for tike burgh, gave a ball and! supper to a 
numerous assemblage of beauty and fashion 
from this and the neighbouring counties." 

Ibid. — ^Report of a dinner on the election of Mr 
Canning for Liverpool. The chair on the occa- 
sion "was most ably and respectably filled by 
John Gladstone, Esq," the father of William 
EwaH Gladstone. 

November 27. — ^"'Died, at Ness-side, having nearly 
attained his 88th year, Pfiineas Mackintosh of 
Drummond, manv years Provost of Inverness. 
The kindness ana gentleness of his disposition, 
the U'lbanity of his manners, and the goodness 
of his heart, will endear and perpetuate his 
memory to his numerous acquaintances, while 
his death must prove a source of sincere re- 
gret to all his friends and! lelations." 

Dumber 4. — ^The weather is again reported as 
extremely unfavourable, and the harvest not 
yet over "in the int^hial parts of the country." 

December 11. — "Duncan George Forbes, Esq. of 
Culloden, has presented the Rev. John Mac- 
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dofoald, minister of the Gaelic CSiaipel in Edin- 
burgh, to the church and pariah of Urqnhart, 
Presovtery of Dingwall, vacant by the death 
of the last' incumbent." This was the beginning 
of the ministry in Ferrintosh of Dr Maodonald, 
"the Apostle of the North." 

DecembeV 25. — The leading article in this issne is 
headed — "Most Glorious News! Total I>efeat 
of the French Army in Russia." Previous issues 
contained long accounts of the disastrous cam- 
paign of Napoleon in Russia. 

Ibid.— "Karried, at Edinburgh, on the 16th De- 
cember, James Gooden, Elsq., merchant, Lon- 
don, to Miss Chisholm, daughter of the late 
Alexander Chisholm of Chisholm, Esq." 



The followinji^ paragraph appears in James 
Suter's Memorabilia): — "1812. — Head of Church 
Street widened. Expense, £600, paid by t^e 
Burgh. On the site of some old houses, pulled 
down at this period, the fine structure called 
Geddcfl's Building was erected." 
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No. vn. 

The year 1813 brought to a climax the great 
Continental war with Napoleon. The destruc- 
tion of the French Army in Russia in 1812 
undermined the power of the French Emperor, 
and during the year 1813 he was making super- 
uuman efforts to meet the Allied nations. His 
overwhelming defeat at Leipsic in October 
ensured his overthrow, although his abdication 
did not occur till the following year. In 1813 
Wellington was steadily advancing through 
the Peninsula, driving Soult before liim. At 
the same time Britain was involved in a war 
with the United States of America, which 
began tne previous year. Tlie right of search 
was the question in dispute, ^he British 
claim to board American vessels and remove 
all who were suspected of being English sub- 
jects, was certainly a monstrous excess of 
power ; but if the Democrats, on acceding to 
office, had exhibited as much willingness as 
their predecessors to give up deserters from 
the British flag, it is probable that the alleged 
right of search would have led to no more 
difficulty under the rule of Jefferson and Madi- 
son than under that of Washington and 
Adams. England took the law into her own 
hands in far too dictatorial a manner; but 
she had a real grievance. The Democrats 
were always opposed to the surrender of British 
seamen. They saw that the loss of her sailors 
was weakening England, and in an equal de- 
gree strengthening America ; and they desired 
to promote both results by every means in 
their power. Thus out of a conflict of in- 
terests arose the war." (Cassell's History of 
the United States.) It will be seen that in 
course of the year an American privateer did 
some damage to shipping on tiie Northern 
coasts of Scotland. 

From the " Inverness Journal," 

1813. 
January 1.— The news of the astounding loss of 
the French army in Russia continues to be the 
great topic for comment. Bonaparte now, as 
always— but now more than ever — ^figures as 
a despot and destroyer, the scouTge of the 
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sfi able and aprigkt Judg^, and an elegant 
writer," 

January 29. — Tii^ Kagistntes and Town Conn- 
nil of IfivemefiN, "with a doe regard to the 
(listn.'SH($s of the lower classes,** resolved to 
grant a ijreinium of one shilling for eyery boll 
(»f nival Dnm^t into the Inverness Market for 
tlie onsuing six months. 

Kobruary 6. — Mr John Macandrew was admitted 
a practitioner in the Sheriff, Commissary, and 
Hurgh Courts of Inverness. 

Fsbniary 12. — The whole of die First Regiment 
of U)oal Militia, oommaodtod by the Hon. 
()olonel A. Fraaer of Iiovat, volunteered their 
Borviops for a furtlier period of four years, 
and that without any bounty. In the next 
issue it is stated that the complement of the 
n^ginumt was 1000 ; that not a man was above 
30 >tsars of ago; and that the Officer-Com- 
luaiulintf ha<l btn^n obliged to decline the ser- 
vii>Ni tvf humlreds who htuJ come forward be- 
yttiui tho number requiiod to complete the 
r^inin<^nt> 

lUd, -n\ luimber of persons detected in malting 
«n»i %U»(i)Ung ^H^ntraiy to law were brought 
iHxforv^ (4)<« Justii^tf* (\f IVace and fined. Some 
«vf \\\t' (lisUlWrs wv'^^ fineii as high as £50, and 
ih^M' l«^ l4Mm £^V It was stated that smug- 
tflin^ was «>arm«l «« to an enormous extents 

Wwiary ld«- >A mimber *iC aheep farms on the 
e«l«t^ «\f Olei^ri^rT^ adT^^^tifa^d to l<^t-, 
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fann for many centoriei back. lU wai poa« 
sessed of universal beneyolenoA and chanty, 
Moved and esteemed bv his familv, in which 
he presided as an affectionate husband, a 
dutiful father, and faithful friend, amf his 
amiable knd endearing Qualities will be lonx 
remembered and respected by a numerous olrclf 
of his friends and acquaintances.'* 

February 26.~Died, at FoHroso, on thn IBth 
inst., the Rev. Andrew Ronniman, A.M., 
rector of the Academv tliere. Tribute is paid 
to his talents, his solid acquirements, and un- 
remitting attention to duty. 

Ibid. — At Hadley, in the Oounty of Herts, Mrs 
Mary Humbenston Mackensie, widow of the 
late Major Mackenzie, and mother of liord 
Sealorth. 

March 12. — ^It is announced that Sir John Man- 
gpegor Murray intends to present a of>pr of 
Stewart's Gaelic Orammar, lately publlsliMl, 
to the Schoolmaster of every VliKhland parish 
in Scotland. Those intemle<l for schools 
throughout the Nortli had already l>een for- 
warded. 

TWA— On the Sunday pr^ions, while the paopW 
were SMembling in the Church of Itosskeen, 
a part of the loft, which was rrowdiid, yielded 
suddenly with a crash, exHting Duf ffrmdtmi 
alaroL ' In end^avimring trt itnt*nint, many 
persons were trampled d/#wn ari/t drsadfully 
bruised. Two women fobsM|iieritly dM, and 
others were said to be in a hopeless fjnuUiUm, 

April 2. — ^In a cirmUr Vi/Ur, nMrtsmmA U» tlis 
IxMTvls-LietitensDt of the diflTerent c/ionti«9S, (Ut- 
vemment gave nr/ti/K thai after the 24ib inst,, 
the scsirires of the gremtRT part M ilie Vohiii 
teer infsntrv of the oonntry w//tfld lie dkppensed 
wxtb. 

April 16. — A long mtMiinff 'A f>ir«Hfirs /if tk^ 
Royal kfi^Afsmy U» dhif^wm 'rharges }n*mt(fii \iy 
a <»rf««iK/nd«ffrt nfmin% '*lt$wi$rfiiimAfr*m.** 

May T— It is sUtod tW. a \mMU$g in a '«t»iral 
part f4 Iy/nd</n« namely, m ^W*!** HttmA, 
HattoB Garieri. had l/«9«n f/Uf/iiaaed f*ff *im ae 
a Gaelic ^^bapel, "wWwii diriae servW is 
»9w ff'gvlarfy yienUtnmA 1/y ao mAiutmA 
* V et tym»Mm . atreuMy U* tlU l^frmt tAft^rfr^ 
la tW Hig^bka^sr T»^ jMiltM 'A H^m^ 'K«r1 
vf lar AW t MM $ t aaid thi* Wm. f>AfffM fntmtff *A 
l>/vist «sdb 1^^ a SmtAt»A gvicMM Ut «tie f««i4s 
fftf %h^ cfcacitl. 

May 14_7V H^ J%00um Ke^. A M , *|m 
fuMBsM fi^f^m «A tie f'/gUnm k^mAtmty 

IV/L-'At ^^ H^U^'pwm mU «A 'smI^ *m tli« 
Yfik sMt . a y^wlft^r MB mM im «|Hrar4* ^ 
ieSs^. a vm^^^j^^-^M Um «|^ar4s vf §sAU, m4 
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several heifers for £16 and £17 each. "This 
breeds of Highland cattle has been brought to 
great pnurfection on Balnagown Farm, and their 
reputation is so high that one bull and two 
heifeors were poirchasiBd to be sent to Hudson's 
Bay, and fleveral to the most distant parts of 
Scotland." 

May 27. — ^*'0n Friday the 30th last month there 
was launched at Stomoway, witnessed by a 
great concourse of people, a fine new brig, 
about 200 tons burthen, the largest vessel ever 
built in the Hebrides. She went into the wa^er 
in the finest style, and immediately on her start- 
ing was with the usual ceremonies honoured 
with the name of Lord liacdonald." 

May 28. — Died, at Inverness, on the 22nd, at the 
age of 45, Colonel John C. Halket Craigie, 
Commanding the Northern Military District. 
He seems to have served in the district for 10 
years, and was greatly respected. 

Ibid. — ^"An act of intrepidity was performed at 
Portsmouth on Monday se'enight, which we 
have peculiar gratification in noticing. Three 
officers of the Inverness Militia were m a plea- 
sure boat, and when sailing between the prison 
ships, a sudden current of wind upset the boat, 
which having heavy ballast, immediately sank. 
Two of the officers could swim, and they kept 
themselves upon the surface until boats took 
them up; but the other was in the most im- 
minent danger of drowning. A Frenoh prisoner 
on board the Crown, named Mbrand, the mo- 
ment he saw the officer struggling, jumped off 
the gangway into the water, an^ by putting 
his feet under the officer's body as he was sink- 
ing, raised him to the surface, andl then held 
him fast until further assistance was obtained. 
A proper representation has been made to the 
GJovemment, and no doubt one part of the 
brave fellow's reward will be a release ftom 
his present situation." 

June 4. — Died, at his father's house, near Lon- 
dbn, Thomas Cockbum Ross, Captain, 11th 
Portuguese light Infantry, and Lieutenant in 
the Queen's, ddest son of John Cockbum Ross 
of Shandwick, Ross-shire. He had been en- 
^ged in the battles of Vimiera, Talavera, the 
Douro, and other actions in the Peninsula. 
Although he was unhurt in these actions, his 
constitution became impaired, and be died in 
the prime of youth. 

Ibid.— Report of a speech in the House of Com- 
mons by Mr CSiarles Grant, jun., M.P. for 
the Inverness Burghs, in favour of Catholic 
emancipation. 'It had been the boast ol Lord 
Chatham," he said, "that he had sought for 



1813] File of Invemeu Journal. 06 

yirtae among tiie mountains of Scotland, and 
that he had found it. Let them seek for it 
amidst the marshes of Ireland and they would 
as sorely find it" Mr Qrant stated thiat there 
were at that moment in the Austrian Army 
thirty Generals and a numher of officers oi 
vubonfinate rank who were Irish Catholics. 
"Quilt and shame must certainly attach to 
any country that could thus refuse to avail 
itself of the services of its sons." 

June 11. — **We have authority to state that in 
consequence of the support and interest of the 
House of Cawdor, in the County of Nairn, 
beinff given to Sir James Mackintosh, Captain 
Charles Campbell, of the Navy, disposed of 
his freehold m that shire." 

June 18. — Died, in the Island of Java, on the 
29th July 1812, lieut. Alexander Morrison, 
of the 7^ Regiment, eldest son of the Rev. 
Mr Morrison, minister of Kintail. He was 
present with his regiment at the capture of 
Batavia, and with a subsequent expedition. 
A brother officer wrote that "he was one of the 
finest fellows he ever knew." 

June 2S. — ^Among the Acts relating to Scotland 
which received the Royal Assent on the 3rd 
iust. was the following: — ^"An Act to amen<^ 
and enlarge the powers of an Act passed in 
the. 45th year of hu present Majesty, for assess- 
ing liie proprietors of Lands in the County of 
Rmb towards the expense of making and sup- 
portinff certain Roads and Bridges therein; 
and of an Act passed in the 47th year of his 
present Majesty for Regulating and Converting 
the Statute Labour in the Counties of Ross 
and Cromarty, and i>eirt of the Countv of 
Nairn locallv situated in the County of Ross ; 
and of an Act passed in the 60th v«ar of bis 
present Majesty for amending and enlarging the 
powers of the two first-mentioned Acts." 

July 2.— Sir James Mackintosh was on the 28th 
ult unanimoudy dected member of Parliament 
for the County of Nairn, in room of Hugh 
Rose of KUravock, who had accepted the ChU- 
tern Hundreds. 

Ibid. — ^Extract of a letter from a correspondent 
in Skye : — **It may be worthy of notice in your 
paper that last spring there were about 1200 
persons inoculated in the Isle of Skye with the 
cowpox, and afterwards with the smallpox, but 
none of them were affected by it This I have 
from the medical gentlemen who inoculated 
them. There were more than the above num- 
ber who were not inoculated with the cowpox, 
all of whom took the smallpox. This is per- 
haps as strong a proof as has i^peared of the 
benefits derived from vaccination." The ex- 

9 
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planation of this aomefwhat eztraoidinary oom- 
municaticm seems to be that the second set were 
inoculatedi with smallpox without being vaccin- 
ated. 

July 9. — Great delight expressed at Wellington's 
decisive victory over the French at the battle 
of Vittoria, fought on 21st June. The French 
on that occasion lost 151 guns, 415 caissons, 
and all their baggage. It was after this battle 
that Wellington) was made a Field-Marshal. 

Ibid. — An American privateer, the Blockade of 
Rhode Island, Kanly Swat, commander, cap- 
tured on the 27th ult. off Cape Wrath, the sloop 
Six Sist^^. of Inverness, and the brig Daphne, 
of Kirkwall. She also made several other cap- 
tiires, including a vessel, the Experiment, of 
Dumfries, laden with timber for Beauly. The 
master of this vessel was at the time in a state 
of mental derangement, and the privateer 
allowed her to depart, after sending his 
surgeon on board to bleed the unfortunate man. 
He took from the vessel, however, all her charts, 
books, two muskets, a spy-glass, and some 
coals. According to the mate of the Experi- 
ment, the Blockade was about 200 tons 
burthen, mounted 18 long d-pounders ; 2 12- 
pounders, and 1 32-pounder in the middle of 
the main deck. Another correspondent de- 
scribed her as mounting 10 guns, with a com- 
plement of 70 men. The Experiment put into 
Scalpay Sound, Isle of Skye, on the 29th' ult. 
A Broadford correspondent, who sends the 
particulars, writes: — **It is remarked here the 
hardship oi the coast being unprotected. We 
have not a red-coat to turn out, although the 
Yankees should take it into their heads to 
annoy us on shore. The local Militia 
(3Td Inverness) has been dismissed, and the 
Volunteers also ; and the Isle of Skye, though 
in importance not inconsiderable, is quite de- 
fenceless." On the 2Bth, his Majestv's sloop, 
Cherokee, Captain Rammage, sailed from 
Thurso in pursuit of the privateer. 

Ibid. — Married, at Edinburgh, on 2nd July, Sir 
David Hunter Blair of Brownhill, Bart., to Miss 
Dorothy Hay Mackenzie, second daughter of 
Edward Hay Mackenzie of NewhaJl and Ckt>- 
marty. Hie marriage was celebrated with bon- 
fires on the Qromar^ estates. 

July 16. — ^This number contains an account of 
the famous action fought on 1st June between 
the American frigate Chesapeake, Captain 
Lawrence, and the British frigate. Shannon, 
Captain Broke. It is worth while quoting the 
story as told by the Editor of the Journal at 
the time in his own words: — ^^The action was 
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fougat off Boston, and took place in consequence 
of a challenge sent by Captain Broke to the 
American Commander, inviting him to try his 
strength. The Chesapeake was superior in 
size, superior in weight of metal, and superior 
in numoers to the Shannon. She came out 
fresh from her own port, in all the complete- 
ness of preparation, in all the consciousness 
of superiority, and in all the confidence of con- 
quest. iShe was attended by several American 
barks and boats, laden with the friends 
and cotuntrymen of her crew, eager to witness 
the battle and the victory ; but in 15 minutes 
after she came into action she was forced to 
yield to the gallantry of her antagonist. 
Twelve minutes after the action began our sea- 
men boarded, and three minutes were sufficient 
to oomplerte the business. This intelligence 
will be received with feelings of satisfaction, 
greater, perhaps, than the cause altogether war- 
rants. We know that the result of the contest 
is precisely what we do and ought to expect 
from the valour of British seamen — that we 
have no reason to exult in it — ^but still it is in 
a high degree pleasurable to receive this 
practical demonstration of the truth of what 
we have ever affirmed, that with anvthing like 
equal means, the spirit and skill of our navjr 
is irresistible." It may be added that Ameri- 
can seamen liad notable victories to boast of 
during the war, and the exploit of the Shannon 
was all the more gratifyintr to the British. 
Captain Lawrence, of the Chesapeake, was 
mortally wounded in the action above recorded, 
and during the remaining four days of his life, 
in moments of delirium, he often exclaimed, 
"Don*t give up the ship." He was buried at 
Halifax, in Nova Scotia, with the honours of 
war, some of the oldest Captains in the British 
Navy cairrying the pall. 

Julv 23. — On the previous Monday night or 
Tuesday morning, a non-commissioned officer, 
Sergeant Andrew Cullen, of the 21st Kegi- 
ment, then stationed at Fort-QeOTge, killed 
his wife by stabbing her with a chisel. He 
afterwards inflicted severe wounds on himself. 
Cullen had been intoxicated for some days 
when he committed the crime. 

Ibid. — ^American privateers continue to infest the 
West Coast. A vessel belonging to Mr Mac- 
donald, Lochinver, with salt and other stores 
for the herring fishing, was captured within 
half-a-mile of his dweuing-house. 

Ibid. — The death is announced of Lieut. Colin 
Mackenzie, of the Tlst Regiment, killed at the 
battle of VittcMia. He was a son of John Mac- 
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kenzie of Kincraig, Rose-abire, and wa« much 



Julv 30.~Died, at Thurso, on the 20th inst., the 
Kev. William Munro, parochial schoolmaster 
of Thurso. He is spc^n of as a particularly 
diligent and successful teacher. 

Ibid. --On Saturday last a detachment from the 
2ud Battalion of the 42nd! Regiment, consist- 
ing of 70 privates, 4 sergeants, 4 corporals, 
and 7 officers, embarked on board the Inver- 
ness Packet for London, with a view to join 
their saUant companions in Spain. At this 
time the Inverness Militia were encamped on 
^outhsea Common. 

August 6.— After the inspection of the Ist Regi- 
ment of Ross-shire Local Militia, a ball was 
held at Dingwall, which is described in glow- 
ing terms. "Dancing couunenced with reels, 
in which the charming Ladjy Mackenzie of 
Avoch shone with unrivalled splendour." Her 
husband. Sir Alexander juackenzie, the explorer 
of the North- West, waa also present. "That 
celebrated and ingenious philosopher. Sir 
Humphrey Davy," was in the neighboirrhood, 
but was prevented from being present by a 
severe cold. His wife, however, "the fascin- 
atinff Lady Davy," was a centre of attraction. 
The oall was given by Lieut -Colonel Mlmro of 
Culcaim and the officers of the regiment. 

August 17.— The Wester and! Easter Ross Far- 
mer dubfl held a«ain a united show at Alness. 
The Mlorayshire Farmer Club also held a show 
at Elgin, at which they distributed a hundred 
guineas in prizes. One of the objects of the 
latter dub was to establish in the County and 
to bring to its utmost perfection "the true 
Scots braed of black cattle." [Six weeks are 
missing from the filb after this data] 

October 1. — ^The Gazette notice recording the fall 
of St Sebastian is given in this issue. 

Ibid. — Thomas Qilz^kn was this year re-elected 
Pkrovost of Inverness. 

October 15. — ^Killed in action with the enen^ in 
the river Elbe, Lieutenant David Gray, of the 
Royal Marines, serving on board his Majesty's 
ship Desiree, and second son of Mr James 
Gray, merdiant, Inverness. He was interred 
with militcuy honours at Heligoland, and his 
brother officers, in respect for his memory, 
ordered a tomb-stone to be placed over lus 
remains. 

October 29. — ^The Marauis of Huntly presented a 
portrut of his motiiep, the late Duchess of 
Gordon, to the Northern Meeting. The mem- 
bers of the Meeting, to show their respect for 
the Duchess, intended to commission a por- 
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trait for them«elve8, but the Marquis of Huntly 
insiflted on making the presentation himself. 

Ibid. — '*Died, on the 8th of May, at the advanced 
age of 80, on his estate of Gross Point, near 
Detroit, in North America, the Hon. Alexander 
Grant, a member of his Majesty's Executive 
and Legislative Council of Upper Canada, and 
for nearly half-a-century Conmiodore of the 
fleet on Lake Erie. This excellent man was 
of the Glenmoriston family, and was a brother 
to the late Patrick Grant, Esq. of Glenmoriston. 
He went to America in 1754 as Lieutenant in 
one of the Highland regiments, and was in- 
strumental, from his nautical knowledge, in 
obtaining the command on Lake Champlain 
during the war which conquered Canada rrom 
France. During the rebellion o1 the Colonies, 
he was eminently useful on the upper lakes, 
and also in administering the ffovemment of 
Upper Canada after tl^ deaUi of General 
Hunter. He has left one son, a lieutenant in 
the Canada Regiment, and a numerous family 
of daughters and grandchildren, who will long 
cherish the remembrance of a fond and indul- 
gent father." 

November 5. — Andrew Cullen was executed at 
Livemess on the previous Friday for the 
murder of his wife. The place of execution is 
not mentioned. "Cullen was a man of 
very strong mind, and hi« ingenuity as a 
mechanic might have rendered lum a valuable 
member of society, had not his precfilection 
for drinking, which brought him to an untimely 
end, proved an insuirmountabie obstacle to t!;e 
regular prosecution of many excellent designs 
which he had partially carried into effect." 

Ibid.— Captain John Ross, of the 19th Portujfuese, 
and Lieutenant in the 92nd British Line, fell 
at Mayo as the head of his company on the 
31st August. He was the son of the Rev. John 
Ross, minister of Rosskeen, and a very pro- 
mising officer. 

Novem^ 12. — ^This number contains the news 
of the ZKAt overthrow of Napoleon in the series 
of batUes ait Leipsic in the middle of October. 
The headings announcing the victory of the 
Allies occupy nine lines in large type. 

Ibid. — ^The Session of Parliament was opened on 
Thursday the 4th. The Adkiress in the House 
of Commons waa moved by Lord Oompton, and 
seconded by Mir Cbarles Gnuut, member for the 
Inverness fiurghs, "with that eloquence which 
so particularly distinguii^es our member." The 
report of Mr Grant's speech occupies more than 
two columns of the "JoumaL" Speaking of 
the Alliance against Napoleon and the pros- 
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pects of peace, the hofD. member said — "Anxious 
as we are to procure peace, let us remember 
by what means alone such a peace can be ob- 
tained as we can safely accept. Let us recol- 
lect that it must not he a peace founded upon 
a compromise of any great interest; upon a 
dereliction of any sacred principles; the 
creature of timidity on our part, Qt insolence 
and artifice on the part of the enemy. It 
must be a peaoe founded on mutual advantage 
and mutual confidence, and resting on the basis 
of social order, law, and justice." 

November 26. — Died, on Sunday the 7th inst. , at 
Brahan Castle, the Hon. Francis Mackenzie, 
second son of Lord Seaf orth. 

December 3. — ^News of Wellington's victory over 
Soult on the Nivelle. 

December 10. — ^At the Niairnshire meeting in 
London a member preisented a subscription 
paper for aiding the work of erecting a pier 
at Nairn. A sum of £76 was subscribed, and 
a Committee was appointed to correspond with 
frienus in the North on the subject. 

December 17. — ^The Marquis of Huntly was mar- 
ried on the 11th inst. to Elizabeth Brodie, only 
daughter of Alexander Brodie of the Bum. 
"This happy event took place at Bath, and 
the numerous friends of the distinguished couple 
are manifesting their joy on the occasion by 
public dinners, balls, and bon-fires, throughout 
the counties of Ab^een, Banff, and Moray, 
&c The marriage is celebrated in the 
"Jouknal" in a song of nine stanzas, after the 
style of Skinner's Tnllochgorum. Subsequent 
iscnies contain notices of rejoicings in numerous 
districts of the Highlands. 

Ibid.— Died, at Bught, on the 7th curt., Mrs 
Jean Baillie, relict of the late Duncan Grant 
of Bught, in the 82nd year of her age. 

December 24. — ^Mr Charles Grant, member for 
the Burghs, waa appointed one of the Lords of 
the Treasury. 

The following paragraph appears in James 
Suter's Memorabilia: — "1813. — Embankment of 
Town Lande at the Longman completed. Ex- 
pense, £494, paid by the Burgh." 
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No. vm. 

The year 1814 witnessed the invasion of 
France 07 the Allied Armies, the abdication 
of Napoleon as Emperor of the French, and 
his temporary exile to Elba. The Act of 
Abdication was signed at Fontainebleau on 
the 4th of April 1814. News, howeyer, in 
those days travelled slowly, and a week later 
British and French were still fighting five 
hundred miles from Paris. On the 10th, 
Wellington defeated Soolt at Toulouse. On 
the 11th the French Marshal evacuated the 
city, and Wellington, on entering it, found 
the white flag flying and everybody wearing 
the white cockade. On the afternoon of the 
same day messengers arrived from Parin 
bringing news of Napoleon's abdication and 
the establishment of a p rovisio nal Government 
in the name of Louis AVJLU. It was not, 
however, until the 18th that Soult, having 
received an order from BerUiier, concluded 
a convention with Wellington, putting a final 
stop to hostilities. The war with the United 
States went on during 1814, but a treaty of 
peace was signed at Ghent on the 24th of 
December. The news did not reach the 
States until after the attack on New Orleans, 
which was disastrous to the British. 

From (he " Invtmesa Journal. ** 

1814. 

January 7. — ^Forthfip notices of rejoicings on the 
oocaai(m of the marriage of ih» Marquis of 
Huntly to Miss Brodie. These notices are from 
Elgin, Nairn, and Lochaber, and speak of great 
and general enthusiasm. A set of verses of con- 
sideoible merit celebrates the qualities of the 
bridegroom. The following aire a couple of 
stanzas: — 

''Where echoes out the martial din, 
Or festive joys are reaped within. 
Or human iUs compassion win. 

There shines the noble Huntly. 

* The soul that's steel in field ol fight. 
The heart that gladdens gay delight, 
The eye that melts at pi^s sight. 
Are thine, most noUe Huntly.'* 

Januaffy 14.— The Hon. J. F. Campbell, eldest 
son of Lord Cawdor, was the previous week 
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returned without opposition ae member of Par- 
liament for tbe Burdi of Carmarthen. 

Ibid. — Died, on 13t!h Deoember, Major Maxwell 
Mackenzie, Lieiatenaat-Colonel of the Tlst Regi- 
ment, 8on of J<^in Mackenzie of Kinoraig, Ross- 
shire. "This gallant officer received hi« mortal 
wound in the engagement with the enemy near 
Bayonne, while nobly cheering and leading on 
his men to cbarTO the enemy, and thus termin- 
ated an honourable life in a glorious death." 

January 21. — ^Re-election of Claries Qrant for the 
Inverness Bixrghs on his appointment as one 
of the Lords of the Treasury. 

Ibid. — Died, at Ardsowan, suddenl^^, on 5th inst., 
Lieutenant-Gk>lond .^neas Macmntoeh, of the 
79th Regiment, in ihe 34th year of his age. 
He entered the service at the age of 17, and 
distinguished himself in various campaigns and 
expeditions in different quarters of the globe. 
Special mention is made of his gallant condtict 
at Flushing, at Fuentes d'Honore, and in the 
attack on Fort San Christoval, where he led 
tJie forlorn hope. LieutenaiDit-Colonel Mack- 
intosh was interred at Greenock with military 
honours, the Magistrates, officers of the local 
Militia, and principal gentlemen of the town 
attendinff the funeraL He was a son of the 
late Tjarhlan Mackintosh of Balnespick, and 
nephew to Sir .£neas Mackintosh of Mackin- 
tosh, Bart. 

January 28. — **TtuM day were published in octavo, 
price 168, boards, itioughta on the Origin and 
Descent of the Gaet, with an account of the 
Picts, Oaledonians, and Scots; with obeerva- 
tiona relative to the authenticity of the Poems 
of Ossian. By James Grant, Esq. of Corry- 
mony, advocate." The object of this work wa« 
to show that the Gaela were the aboriginal 
inhabitants of all the Britannic islands. 

Ibid — ^News of the Alfied armies pouring across 
the Rhine into France. "Lord Wellington on 
the south-west and the whole of their western 
coast blockaded by English sqniadrons, affords 
the unexampled spectacle of an Empire of nearly 
three thousaoid miles in circumference entirely 
surronnded hj enemies, of whom 500,000 are 
advancing against the oentre." 

Ibid — ^A meetinflr of heritors was held at Ding- 
wall on the IBui inst. to consider the expediency 
of applying to Parliament tor a revision of the 
laws regulating the eixportation and importa- 
tioB td com. The meeting objected to re- 
straints on exportation, and to free importation 
of com from abroad. They were in favour of 
a duty "to put the foreign importer on a par 
witii the Dfttive famier," aaid when that point 
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had been reached they wanted the enjoyment 
of free exportation. A petition on these lines 
was prepared for presentation to Parliament. 

February 11. — "We are happy to leeum that the 
history of Great Britain from the Revolution 
in 1688 to the French Revolution in 1789, by 
Sir James Mackintosh, is proceeding, euid will 
be published in course of this season.'* This 
project was not fulfilled, only a portion being 
published after its author's death. Sir 
James, however, long busied himself in col- 
lecting materials. 

February 18. — ^Died, at Balnagown Castle, on 
the 8th curt., Lieutenant-Qeneral Sir Chckrles 
Ross of Balnagown, Bart. '*His death is 
deeply deplored, not only by his family and 
intimate friends, but by all who had the 
happiness of being acquainted with him. It 
is a public loss of no ordineuy magnitude." 

Ibid. — "Died, at the Manse of Dyke, on the 3rd 
ciirt., the Rev. David Brichan, D.D., an ac- 
complished scholar and elegant writer." 

Februeuy 25. — The river Findhom overflowed 
its banks on the 1 1th in the neighbourhood of 
Forres. At the Broom of Moy four houses 
were thrown down and the residents with 
difficulty rescued. "The soil of three eu;res of 
land sown with wheat and the break furrows 
of several fields have been completely washed 
away. In short, the loss is so great that it will 
take the labour of ye€«^ to make it up." 

March 4. — In this number there is an accoimt of 
a thaw which took place on the Kyle of Suth- 
erland after six weeks of intense frost. The 
ice bound up the rivers and Kyle to such an 
extent "that men, cattle, and waggons might 
cross the arm of the sea above the bridge, and 
it was passable also below it as far as Oreich." 
When the thaw came the ice was broken up 
into great masses, and jcunmed eunong them 
were 400 logs of wood, brought down by the 
River Carron. Large fireigments of the ice and 
many of the logs struck the iron arch of the 
new bridge with great force, and, happily, it 
stood the strain. [The bridge remained until 
nearly eighty years afterwards, when it was 
carried away by another flood.] 

Ibid. — "Died, at Tongue Manse, on the 5th ult., 
in the 76th year of her age, much regretted, 
Mrs Jane Porteous, spouse of the Rev. 
William Mackenzie, minister of Tongue, and 
daughter of the Rev. William Porteous, once 
minister of RafTord, a near relative of the late 
celebrated Dr Porteous, Bishop of London." 
The paragraph goes on to speak of Mrs 
Mackenzie's piety and poetical talent. 

10 
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March 25. — ^There was a proposal at this time 
on the part of the Earl of Fife to restore and 
occupy as a residence the Abbey of Plus- 
carden. An architect from Edinburgh was 
engaged on a survey of the Abbey. 
April 1 to 22. — ^These numbers are missing 
from our file. One of them must have con- 
tained the news of the abdication of Napol- 
eon, which was signed at Fontainebleau on 
4th AprU. 
April 29. — News of the battle of Toulouse, in 
which Wellington defeated Soult. The battle 
was fought on the 10th, and the news of 
Napoleon*s abdication had not then been 
received. 
Ibid. — On the previous Friday the town of In- 
verness was illuminated to celebrate the fall 
of Napoleon. "Early in the evening a gro- 
tesque figure of the 'great captain' was 
carried tlm>ugh the streets on horseback, to 
the no small amusement of thousands, and 
afterwards publicly burned on Clachnacuddin 
amidst the acclamations of the populace. An 
immense bon-fire was lighted on an eminence 
in the neighbourhood of the town, and 
serving as a signal to the surrounding country, 
the whole sky was speedily inflamed with the 
reflection of the fires which blazed on every 
hill as far as the eye could reach.** Neigh- 
bouring towns were also illiuninated. 
Ibid. — A cargo of coals from Brora arrived in 
Inverness, and were considered to be of 
excellent quality. 
May 6. — It is announced that the Marquis of 
Stafford has laid off the site of a new town at 
Brora, and proposes to grant feus for house 
and garden sround. 
May 3. — ''Tuesday's Gazette announces the pro- 
motion of Lord Wellington to the dignity of a 
Dukedom by the title of Duke of WeUington." 
May 20. — ''Despatches were received by Gov- 
ernment on Sunday se'enight announcing the 
arrival of Bonaparte at the Island of Elba." 
Ibid. — ^The Colonels Commandant received cir- 
cular letters informing them that the local 
Militia will not be called out for training or 
exercise during the present year. 
Ibid. — "Died, at Cheltenham, on the 17th April, 
Captain W. Mackenzie, 9th Royal Veteran 
Battalion, late of the 42nd Regiment; an offi- 
cer of distinguished merit, who served many 
years in that corps; was severely wounded in 
the memorable battle of the 2l8t March 1801 
in Eg3rpt; was one of the standard bearers of 
that regiment at the battle of Aboukir. The 
flag he carried was pierced throu^ with ball 
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in many plaoee. Those standarda are now 
placed as an emblem of that event in the 
great hall of Novar House in Ross-shire, the 
seat of the late Sir Hector Munro, then 
Colonel of that regiment." 

June 3. — On the 12th ult. the foundation-stone 
of the Varar bridge was laid by William 
Chisholm of Chisholm. 

Ibid. — **Died, at Bunchegovi^, Stratherrick, on 
the 14th ult.. Captain Alexander Fraser, aged 
87. He was an officer in the war of 1757, and 
may be considered the last survivor of those 
serving in America under the command of 
General Wolfe." 

June 17. — Mr J. Mactavish was admitted a 
Procurator before the Sheriff Court. 

June 24. — '*0n the 13th ult., after a long and 
painful sickness, which he endured with the 
firmness and resignation of a true servant of 
Christ, died at Waterstein, in the 76th year of 
his age and 45th of his ministry, the Rev. Wil- 
liam Bethime, minister of Duirinish, in the 
Isle of Skye. His social qualities, amiable man- 
ners, and Cluristian virtues will be long 
remembered, and his death leunented by his 
family, by his numerous friends and acquain- 
tances." 

July 1. — The case of Lord Cochrane waa at this 
time engrossing public attention. The "Jour- 
nal" expressed its conviction that Lord Coch- 
rane was innocent. 

Ibid. — ^News wfi« received of the loss of a schoo- 
ner on the west costst of Berbice, with nearly 
all on board. Among those drowned were 
Charles Mackintosh, of Dochgarroch; Angus 
Fraser, of Fort- William, and a Mr Duncan, 
from Morayshire. From a subsequent notice 
it appears that the Istst-raentioned vraa 
William Duncan, merchant, Berbice. Angus 
Fraser was a merchant in Demerara. 

July 8. — Married, at the Manse of Kiltarlity , the 
Rev. Alexander Flyter, Rothesay, to Eliza- 
beth, eldest daughter of the Rev. Dr Bayne. 

July 15. — Died, in Java, in the previous year. 
Captain James Macpherson, of the 78th. He 
seems to have been killed in a fight with the 
natives. The "Java Gtovemraent Gazette" 
contained a poem of more than forty lines to 
his memory. After celebrating his good 
qualities, the writer says — 
"Such wsts the man whom fate ordained to fall 
By dastard creases, tinged in ruffian gall." 

July 22. — Died, at Nairn, on the 18th inst., 
Oolonel William Mackintosh of Millbank. in 
the 74th year of his age. "Twenty -five yea^n 
of his life were dedicated to the service of his 
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King and his country. In every relation, 
public and private, he never failed to con- 
ciliate the good-will and retain the esteem of 
all who knew him." 

Ibid. — Died, in the Island of Java, on the 6th of 
March 1813, Captain William Macpherson, of 
the East India Company's service. Command- 
ant of Fort-Nugent. He volunteered his ser- 
vicers on the expeilition against Batavia, and 
was mortally wounded in the storming and 
taking of Fort-Comelis. 

July 29. — It is annoimced that an establish- 
ment under the denomination of the *'Cale- 
doniem Asylum" is to be instituted in London, 
imder the auspices of the Highland Society, 
for educating the children of indigent 
Scotsmen. 

Ibid. — "Died, on the 16th curt., at London, 
whither he had gone for medical advice, Mr 
Alexander Simpson, aged 61 yeckrs, some 
time Rector of the Grammar School of 
Inverness, which for many yecurs he taught 
with approbation and success, and from 
which he retired about five-and-twenty yeeu-s 
ago, to a farm in the neighbourhood, where 
he lived esteemed and respected. His 
death is now deeply lamented." 

August 5. — ^At a meeting of the Highland 
Society of Scotland, attention was ca&ed to 
the subject of kelp, which had fallen so much 
in price ba to hold out no encouragement for 
its memufacture. It was suggested to the 
meeting, that the establishment of Parish 
Bcmk Societies throughout the country 
would be attended with very beneficicd 
effects. The Society heartily approved of a 
congratulatory letter, written by desire of the 
Directors, to Colonel Cameron, younger of 
Fassifem, a member of the Society, whose 
conduct while in occasional command of 
the 92nd, 71st, and 50th Regiments as a 
brigade, and on other occasions, sis the head 
of the 92nd Regiment, to which he belonged, 
had been particularly noticed by Lord Hill. 

Ibid. — ^The decision of the Coiirt of Session in a 
disputed right of presentation between the 
Crown and the family of Cromarty wew 
affirmed in the House of Lords. By this 
decision the right of presentation to the 
parishes of Rosemarkie and Killeaman, which 
had long been vacant, was vested in Mr 
Mackenzie of Cromcurty. 

August 12. — **The ladies of Brussels are so fond 
of the Scottish Highlanders who are in garri- 
son in their city that having hemxl of the 
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approaching departure of this corps, they 
have made application, in the proper quarter, 
for their continuance.** 

August 19. — On the 12th of August, Lovat and 
his lady were the first to pass over the Beauly 
Bridge in their carria^. This being the 
Prince Regent's birthday, they ordered the 
workmen to be collected to drink his Royal 
Highnesses health. 

September 2 and 9. — Died, at Warriston House, 
near Edinburgh, on the 25th of August, the 
Hon. William Frederick Mackenzie, only sur- 
viving son of Francis, Lord Scaforth, and re- 
presentative in Parliament for the County of 
Ross. His remains were interred in Fortrose 
Cathedral. *'The suavity of his manners, the 
gentleness of his disposition, and his many 
private virtues, have embalmed his memory 
in every heart; while the honest and con- 
scientious discharge of his important public 
duties in Parlieunent, claim the approbation 
and gratitude of his constituents. 

September 23. — At the Circuit Court at Inver- 
ness, Lord Meadowbcmk adverted to the 
state of the Court-room, which he considered 
groatlv too small, and very incommodious 
and ill-situated, the administration of justice 
being frequently interrupted by the noise in 
the street. He recommended the county 
gentlemen and Magistrates to provide proper 
accommodation without delay. The Cotut- 
house was then in Bridge Street. 

October 14. — A Highland officer of the Inver- 
ness-shire Militia was tried by Court-Martial 
at Portsmouth for having given a dance in the 
betrracks on the 1 7th of June without having 
received the permission of his Commanding 
Officer, and for various incidents connected 
therewith. He wsts fully acquitted, and the 
charges were declared to be frivolous and 
vexatious. 

October 21. — Lord Saltoun visited for the first 
time his estates of Ness Castle and Kinchyle. 
His visit was celebrated with bon-fires. 

October 28. — ^The Northern Meeting, held the 
previous week, was marred by imfavourablo 
weather. *'In the absence of public amuse- 
ments, the day wsts spent in the interchange 
of visits, and in the display of costly and 
varied equipages, which paraded the streets in 
gay profusion." The balls were held as usual. 

November 4. — At a meeting of proprietors and 
others interested in the community of 
Mulbuie, a Special Committee was appointed 
to take means to bring about an amicable 
arrangement for the division of the Common. 
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Ibid. — ^At a meeting of fireehoktere of Ross-shire, 
held at Tain on the 25th ult., Charles Fraser 
of Inveralloohy and Gasl^ Fraser was unani- 
mously elected member for the Ck)unty. 

Ibid. — "Died, at Elgin, on the 22nd ult., in 
the 84th year of his age, the Rev. John 
Grant, one of the ministers of that place. 
In the course of his long life he was inde- 
fatigable in the humane discharge of the 
more important duties of the pastoral office— 
adnunistering comfort to the distressed and 
relieving the necessities of the poor. When 
unoccupied with his official duties, his time 
was devoted to the acquisition of knowledge; 
his reading was varied and extensive, his 
taste chaste, and his judgment correct. 
Possessed of uncommon powers of memory, 
he composed an elaborate work on Chron- 
ology, which received the approbation of his 
schoolfellow, the inimitable historian of 
Charles V., and its publication was alone pre- 
vented by a similar work on a similar plan, by 
which it was anticipated. Though much of 
his time was devoted to study, his manners 
betrayed nothing of the restraint or pedantry 
which characterise the scholar; on the con- 
trary, they were courteous and easy. He was 
the soul of heumless mirth, could be frolicsome 
with youth, serious with t^e sombre, and gar- 
rulous with old age.'* 

November 11. — ^The ploughing match of the 
Inverness Farmer Society was this year held 
on the farm of Merkinch, belonging to Messrs 
Anderson & Kinloch. Twenty ploughs com- 
peted. Angus Mackintosh ot Holm was 
president of the Society. 

Ibid. — Craigellachie Bridge, over the Spey, was 
completed and opened for traffic. 

Noveniber 18. — ^The Nairnshire Farmer Society 
held its annual ploughing match in a field 
occupied by Mr Skene, Skenepark. At a meet- 
ing thereafter the Secretary produced a com- 
munication from the Highland Society re- 
garding the equalisation of weights and 
measures, and some papers transmitted by 
Sir John Sinclair relative to his General Agri- 
cultural Report of Scotland, "on considera- 
tion of which the Society unanimously 
elected the patriotic Baronet an honorary 
member, ana resolved to purchase a copy of 
the Report.** Sir Samuel Davidson of 
Cantray was elected President of the Society. 

November 26. — ^The war with the United 
States still in progress. A severe action at 
Fort-Erie, in which both sides claim the 
advantage. 
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Ibid. — ^The Invemess-ahire Farmer Society 
resolve to take three copies of Sir John 
Sinclair's General Report of Scotland. 

December 2. — It was reported at the Nairnshire 
meeting in London that £150 had been 
collected to assist in the erection of a pier at 
Nairn. The meeting resolved to promote a 
subscription for the erection of a monument 
to the late Mr John Straith, schoolmaster 
of Nairn. 

December 16. — A long correspondence went on 
in this and other issues on the use of stake- 
nets. One of the writers made a free use of 
classical quotations. 

December 80. — *'It gives us much pleasure to 
hear that the potato crop has, this season, 
proved very abundant in the North. The 
size is in general large. A correspondent 
informs us that a potato, among many others 
of nearly equal size, was lately taken up in 
the neighbourhood of lliurso weighing 29 
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No. IX. 

The first importemt item recorded in the 
year 1815 is the death of Lord Seaforth, the 
last who bore the title. This was the remark- 
able man who, as a boy of twelve, by a severe 
attack of scarlet fever, lost the power of hear- 
ing and speaking. In later life he recovered 
in a measure the use of speech, but his deaf- 
ness was permanent. His mental gifts, 
however, impressed all his contemporaries, 
and in spite of physical defects, he filled im- 
portant offices. "In 1800 he was appointed 
Governor of Barbadoes, an office which he 
retained for six years, after which he held 
high office in Demerara and Berbice. While 
Qovemor of Barbadoes he was for a time 
extremely popular, and was distinguished for 
his firmness and even-handed justice. He 
succeeded in putting an end to the prac- 
tice of slave-killing in the islcmd, which 
at that time waa of very common occur- 
rence, and deemed by the planters a venial 
offence punishable only by a small fine of £15. 
In consequence of his humane proceedings in 
this matter he beceune obnoxious to many of 
the Colonists, and in 1806 he finally left the 
island.** (Mr A. Mackenzie's EUstory.) 

Lord Seaforth raised the 78th Highlanders 
(Ross-shire Buffs) in 1793. He had a family 
of four sons and six daughters, but all his sons 
predeceased him. One, a midshipman, died at 
Brahan in 1813, and the last survivor, 
William Frederick, M.P. for Ross-shire, died 
in August 1814. The broken-hearted father 
soon followed, in January 1815. Sir WeJter 
Scott's lines on the death of Lord Seaforth 
are well known : — 

"In vain the bright course of thy talents to 

wrong. 
Fate deaden'd thine ear and imprisoned thy 

tongue; 
For brighter o'er all her obstructions arose 
The glow of the genius they could not oppose; 
And who in the land of the Saxon or Qael, 
Might match with Mackenzie, High Chief of 

KintaUr 

"Thy sons rose around thee in light and in love, 
All a father could hope, all a friend could 
approve; 
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What 'vails it the talo of thy sorrows to teI17~ 
In the springtime of youth and! of promise they 

feU! 
Of the line of Fitsgerald remains not a male, 
To bear the proud name of the Cbiet of KintaiL" 

The title expired with the Chief. It had twice 
before disappeared for a time, but was revived 
in 1797. Lord Seaforth's patrimony (dimin- 
ished by the sale of Lochalsh and Kintail) 
descended to his dan^ter Mary, the wife first 
of Sir Samuel Hood, Vice- Admiral, and second 
of the Right Hon. James Stewart, nephew of 
ihe seventh Earl of Galloway, who assumed 
the name of Mackenzie, and was successively 
Governor of Ceylon and Lord High Commis- 
sioner of the Ionian Islands. Sir Samuel Hood 
died at Madras on 24th December 1814, about 
a fortnight before his father-in-law, Lord 
Seaforth. 

In 1815 a Com Bill was passed, forming the 
starting point of a conflict which did not ter- 
minate until 1846. During the previous forty 
years the Com Laws varied with the times. 
The long conflict with Napoleon produced war 
prices. "Wheat rose in 1801 to the unprece- 
dented price of £5 19s 6d, and, except in 1803, 
its average price did not fall below 62s a 
quarter for twenty years." With the first 
abdication of Napoleon there was a decline in 
the price of com^ and an immediate resort was 
made to protection to keep up the rates. A 
law was passed in 1815 prohibiting the im- 
portation of all foreign wheat when the prico 
was below 80s a quarter, and all Coloninl 
wheat when the price was below 67s. ''Other 
kinds of oom were dealt with on the same 
principles, but the prices of course varied." 

The year 1815 witnessed the final downfall 
of Napoleon and the beginning of the long 
European peace. 

In the second half of 1815 there are a good 
manv notes and incidents of local interest. 
As the year began with the death of the last 
Lord Seaforth, it dosed with the death of the 
Hon. Archibald Fraser of Lovat, the last sur- 
viving son of the famous Lord Simon of the 
'45. Tne sons of the Hon. Archibald Fraser, 
like those of Lord Seaforth, predeceased their 
father, and the succession went to the present 
family, to whom the title was restored. A 
lady whose name is associated with our literary 
annals, Mrs Elizabeth Rose of Edlravook, also 
died towards the close of 1815. 

U 
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From the ^* Inverness Journal.^* 
1815. 

January 13. — A reward of 25 giiineas ia offered for 
the apprebemion of a cairier, who had been 
oomnutted to the jail at Forres on a charge 
of iheft, and had' managed to escape. 

January 20. — Died, at mis house in Charlotte 
S(][uare, Edinburgh, on the 11th curt., the 
Right Hon. Fraaicis« Lord Seaforth, his 
Majesty's Lieutenant for the County of Ross. 
''The death of this distinguished nobleman, in 
the 60th year of his age, although the rapid 
decline of his health during the last two years 
must haive led to the expectation of that event, 
wiH give birth to very general feelings of 
sorrow and rejgret. The wonderful power of his 
mind, undiminished even by the privation of 
the sense of hearing, the stores of information 
which he had acc^uired in almost every branch 
of science, and his rare proficiency in several, 
his delightful talents for society, the nobleness 
of his person and elegance of his manners, the 
richness of his imagination, and his faculty of 
diffusing grace and lustre over every topic, 
whether of instruction or amusement, wiH be 
long remembered, but with peculiar fondness 
and deeper regret by those wno had the happi- 
ness to enjoy his intimate friendship ; and alas I 
by those related to him by still dearer ties, who 
had access to know the many virtues of his 
benevolent heart, of which his other qualities 
were but the decorations and embellishments.*' 

Ibid. — Died, on Tuesday, 17th inst, John Mack- 
intosh of Aberarder, many years Provost of 
Inverness, aj^ed 74 years. The previous day 
he attended the funeral of his sister, Miss Chris- 
tian Mackintosh, and seemed in his usual 
health. The obituary notice speaks highly of 
his piety, kindness, and beneficence. 

February 3. — ^"The Inverness Packet, Captain 
Mann, just arrived at Burghead, made an ex- 
traordinary passage from Gravesend in the short 
space of 70 hours. She outstripped the mail 
by 34 hours." 

February 10. — The remains of the late Lord Sea- 
forth were on the pfrevious day interred in the 
family vault at Fortrose. 

February 17. — ^This number contains a long list 
of premiums awarded by the Highland Societv 
of Scotland in the HignlandlB and Islands for 
bringing land into arable culture, and for im- 
proving stock. 

February 24.— There is notice of a veteran nained 
Alexander Campbell or Iverach, rending in 
QIencal\ie, Ross-shire, who was said to have 



1815] File of Inverness Journal. S3 

reached the age of 116. Six Ross-shire gentie- 
men in London contributed a guinea each to 
enable him to dress in tartan and regale himself 
with a drop of liquor. The Editor was re- 
quested by the minister of Kincardine to an- 
nounce Iverach's r^eipt of the bounty, and to 
express his thanks. "The veteran is quite weU, 
and pra't's for as many days to each of his 
benefactors es he has seen, and an equal portion 
of health. He lonffs for the weather netting a 
Kttle milder, that ne may take a wa& to see 
his friendis at Gladfield and the Manse (40 miles 
only), and tell t^m of the tide of riches that 
has set in upon him. He danced two reels at 
the last Kincardine cattle fair, and a few days 
ago entered as a scholar in the Gaelic School at 
Glencalyie. It is supposed he is the okkst 
Campbell alive." 

Mardi 10. — The Practical Farming Society of 
Ardersier and' Petty held their annual p^loush- 
ing match at Little Flemington, occupied oy 
Mr Tolmie. Eighteen ploughs competed. 

Ibid. — "Died, at Forres, on t^e 25th February 
last, in the 50th year of his age, James Straith, 
Esq. , for many years an eminent medical prac- 
titioner at that place. This gentleman was dis- 
tinguished, throughout the course of a fong and 
labNorioue practice, for the unwealred exercise of 
great professional skill and active benevolence. 

March 17. — ^This number contains an account of 
Napoleon's escape from Elba. "This extra- 
ordinary man, from the effects of whose baneful 
influence the nations of Europe are just be- 
ginning to recover, has again made his appear- 
ance in France." The same number records the 
passing of a Com Bill through the House of 
Commons, and the occurrence of riots in Lou- 
don. The bill soon afterwards passed the House 
of Lords. 

March 24. — ^News of Napoleon's arrival and recep- 
tion in Paris, and preparations to send British 
troops to the Netherlands. A County meeting 
at Inverness voted a loyal addles to the Prince 
Regent. It concluded with the words— **We 
prepare again for the struggle, and join the 
shout of nations — 'Death to the Tyrant — Peace 
to human kind.'" 

March 31.— The goodwill, copyright, and plant 
of the "Inverness Journal" were advertised to 
be sold by public roup on the 15th of April. 

April 14.^At a meeting on the 11th, it was re- 
solved to establish an Inverness Parish or 
Savings Bank. This was the second meeting 
that considered the subject, the first having 
been thinly attended. The project was initiated 
by a Committee of the Inverness Fanners' So- 
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dety. The bank was to be open erciy 8elar- 
cUy ni^ in tlie kitchen of the Northern Meet- 
iog Brnme. Amoitt the d ii ec iute were ShcnII 
FraaerTytler, Mr Meddntoeh of Hohn, Mr 
Mackintoeh of Baimore, Mr Maqpllrrraj of 
Dmuna^Miy Mr Inghs of Kit>g— mI Im^ Mr 
Phineee Madnntoeh, Kinmyliee, and Mr Ptoter 
Andenon, eolicitor. 

Ibid.— "Bied here, cm the fith curl, mrekted by 
lew, the InyerneM AfrnMiee." iSeee were 
dancing partus among the local gentry. 

April 2L — ^It ie annoonoed thai the *anTenieai 
Journal," in coneeqnenoe of the late propne- 
tor*! death, had paeaed into otiber haada. The 
nnmber bean that the pH^er it now poblidied, 
for himself and the other pnmietm, every 
Friday, by Mr James Beaton. The late James 
Snter savs that £2400 was paid for the good- 
will of the paper. 

April 28.~The InTemess Town and Savings Bank 
was opened on the preceding Saturday wi^ 
gratifying socoess. Upwards of £160 was paid 
in within two hoors. 

IbicL—lt is stated that the Magistrates have it in 
view to improve the waste ground belonging to 
the community, situated cm the east side of the 
Biver Ness, opposite the Island. '^e beg 
leave to suggest that it would materially add 
to the beauty and interest of the scene were 
the Island, in as far as the wood admits, 
planted with ornamental evergreens and ^imbs, 
and were rows of trees plaowl along the walk 
on the bank, so as in doe time to afford a 
shade from the noon-day heata and from the 
damps of evening. Should the intended im- 
provement be carried into effect, it will be 
necessary for the Farmer Society to sdect 
another stance for the cattle msrket, heretofore 
held on the strip of ground in question." This 
gives an indication of the site of the market. 
It was probably held either on the low raound, 
afterwards formed into another island oy the 
water-lade, or a little further out on the Denes 
Road. 

May 12. — ^At a meeting on the previous Friday, 
a Northern HorticultimUi Society was instituted. 
The formation of the Society was expected to 
extend and improve the knowledge of garden- 
ing in the North of Scotland. 

Ibid.— On the previous Wednesday the annual 
meetins of the Livemess Auxiliary Bible Society 
was held in the Parish Church. The collection 
amounted to about £35, exclusive of about £55 
of annual subscriptions. 

Ibid. — ^"Married, at Sandaig of Knoydart, upon 
the 5th of May, Lieutenant Ronald Macdonell, 
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tacksman of that place, to Mias CatheriDe 
llaodonell of Laurg. This veteran is in the 
9&th yeftr of hia age, and as stout and vigorous 
a« most military men at the age of 60. He oc- 
casionally rides after breakfast, as a piece of 
exercise, 30 miles. He is one of those gentle- 
men who was an officer under the Chief of the 
dan during the troubles in the year 1745 ; and 
was not o^y present, but also bore a oarticu 
lar share in every engagement whk^ then 
took place in behalf of the exiled family, and 
upon many occasions received the thanks of the 
Prince for his activity and! courage. He has 
since been in the service of George II., and is 
now on half -pay in the service of Geor^ III." 

May 19.— A Savings Bank was established at 
Cawdor, with ili Stables, factor for Lord 
Oawdor, as treasurer. 

Ibid. — A Society was established in Inverness for 
the suppression of beeping in the town and 
parish. A sum of £429 was collected for the 
first year, which was to be disbursed in weekly 
allowances ; and any pensioner found begging 
was to forfeit all daims on the fund. 

Ibid.— The Magistrates of Inverness were con- 
siderinsr a sdieme to supply Inverness with 
water from the Leys. — The proprietors of the 
Countv of Nairn had resolved to carry throuffh 
the great turnpike road to the confines of the 
County of Inverness. A lino passing through 
Uie village of Auldearn was, with some trifling 
deviations, adopted. 

May 26.— *'0n Tuesday last a discovery of an 
ifhcit distillery was made, by several Excise 
officers, in AlSriachan. On attempting to de- 
stroy the materials, the Excisemen were opposed 
by the smugglers, who, placing themselves in a 
menacing attitude, were soon joined by such a 
number of their neighbours as induced their 
opponents to sound a retreat. On Wednesday 
a part of the Militia from this town was pro- 
cored to assist the officers in the execution of 
their duty; but before they could reach the 
haunt of the 'smugglers, neither foe nor spoil 
could be found." 

Ibid. — A good deal of discussion went on at Uiis 
time on the subject of Highland distillation. 
At an Inverness County meeting on the 1st of 
May (noticed on the 5th), a memorial circulated 
bv Lowlajid distilters was produced by the Con- 
vener, **ih^ apparent and ostensible object of 
which was to put the Scotch and Irisli distiller 
on an equal footing, but its real purimse is 
obviouidy to repeal the statute 64, Oet)rge HI. , 
cap. \12\ by which the benefit of free export was 
allowed to* the Highland distiller." On this 
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inbject commimicatioxis were made to Uie mem- 
ber for the Comity and to the Conveners of other 
counties. In the issne of the 26th there is an 
adyertisement givinff the resokitioDs of a meet- 
ing (A distillers, hekl in the Coanty of Clack- 
mannan, dieclaring that they do not object to a 
free intercourse of spirits between the High- 
lands and Lowlands of Scotland. '*The dis- 
tinction of Lowland and Highland line was a 
boon granted to the Highland districts, at 
the request of those interested, in order that 
they mi^t be enabled! to supply themselves 
witn spirits at a cheM> rate, and from barley 
of their own growing. The Lowland distillers 
say tiiat they are far from wishing to depriye 
the Highkxids of this advantage, but "they 
think tbemselTes warranted in demanding that 
the Highland distillers, claimin(? to be admitted 
into t& Lowland market, shaH work in all re- 
spects under the same law as they do in the 
Lowlands." The "Journal," commenting on 
the controversy, says "that we believe manj 
persons in this county would embark their c^)i- 
tal in distillation and cheerfully pay the South 
country duties, if stills on a small scale were 
permitted and ^ee access continued to the South 
country markets." 

June 2. — It is announced that a Highland Society 
has been estabUsbed in Inverness, to co-operate 
in the work of the Highland Societies in Lon- 
don and Edinburgh. The first Presidient was 
the Hon. Colonel Freser of Lovat, and the Vice- 
Presidents were the Lords-Lieutenant of the 
Northern Counties. Mr Peter Anderson was 
secretary and Mr Edward Fraser, treasurer. 

Ibid. — ^From a paragraph on the incidence of new 
stamp duties, it appears that l^eriffs-Substi- 
tute were at this time generally the distributors 
of stamps. 

June 9. — An Athenenm was established in In- 
verness, "wherein sixteen newspapers and all 
the best periodical publications are taken in." 

Ibid. — "The first dinner of the Highland Society, 
to which the President appropriately contri- 
buted a couple of fine Beauly salmon, was held 
in Bennet's Hotel on Monday last, where its 
members passed a pleasant and joyous evening. 
Its convivial narties were intended to com- 
mence on the birthday of our Sovereign, and 
this happening on Sunday, they commenced on 
the succeeding diay." The same ourober men- 
tions a donation to the Horticultural Society 
from Brodie of Brodie, who is dlcscribed as an 
"eminent botanist." 

Ibid.— A paragraph is devoted to Mr William 
Mackintosh, son of Mr Campbell Mackintosh, 
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Town-Clerk, who wm in the Civil Serrioe of 
the East India Company, and died at sea in the 
previous October. We* ai« told that after an 
excellent education at home, "Mr ICaddntosh 
continued his studies in Omental Literature for 
several years at the college established at Fort- 
William [Calcutta] for the education of voung 
gentlemen intended for the higher offices in the 
civil establishment of the East India Company." 
The paragraph proceeds — At two successive 
examinations of this College, the gold medals 
allotted to the most distinguished scholar were 
conferred on Mr Mackint^ ; but his studies 
were unfortunately pursued with an eagerness 
which so far impaii^ his health as to render 
a temporary residence in Europe necessary for 
its re-estabiishment. His death occurred when 
on his return to India, and on the eve of his 
engaging in the duties of public life, for which 
he wae well qualified! by great natural abilities, 
cultivated with assiduous oare. As a scholar, 
Mr Mackinto8h*s requirements were extensive, 
ranging through every department of scienoe, 
and comprehending whatever is valuable in 
European literature or captivating in Oriental 
poetrv. He possessed an accurate Knowledge of 
the Fersian and other Eastern lansuaees, and 
his poetical versions of Hafiz (with which he 
aometimee amused his leisure hours) discover 
much delioacv of taste, smoothness of versifica- 
tion, and facility of expression.*' 

Ibid. — ^At this time it was proposed to publish 
another newspaper in Inverness, to be called 
"The Northern Star." The project excited 
comment in the "Journal." 

Ibid. — In the same number there is a Ions article 
on Local Manufactures. It seems that the 
Wool Factory previously established had failed, 
but tlte writer urges another venture, to be 
undertaken with greater skill and) attention, and 
with larger capitel. Even if the manufacture 
of cloth were not attempted for some time, it 
is suggested that wool-«tapling would be of 
considerable importance. Tne writer describes 
the change in the rural economy of the High- 
lands which had taken place during the previ- 
ous twenty years, chiefly by the introduction of 
sheep, and contends that it has proved bene- 

June 16.— Another paragraph on the Highland 
Society of Inverness states that it is a branch 
of the London Society, and instituted by com- 
mission from the Duke of Kent to the Hon. 
Archibald Eraser of Lovat. The members were 
to be admitted by ballot, the fee to be ten 
guineas, or an annual payment of £1 lis 6d. 
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The chief objects of the Society were— <1) To 
preserve the language, martial spirit, dren, 
music, andk entiqnitieB of the ancient Oale- 
doniana; (2) To presenre from obliyion the 
valoable remaina of Gaelic literatnre; (3) To 
esUiblish and support Gaelic schools; (4) To 
relieve distressed Highlanders at a distance from 
their native homes; and (5) To promote the 
improvement and general welfare of the north- 
ern parts of Great Britain. There were to be 
^uftrterly meetings, and an anniversary meet- 
ing every year on 2nd May. 

Ibid. — Died, at Madras, on 24th December, when 
on the eve of returning to his na<tiye country, 
Vice-Admiral Sir Samuel Hood, K.B., and 
Naval Commander-in-Chief in India. He waa 
married in 1804 to Mary, daughter of the 
last Lord Seaiorth, afterwards the Hon. Mrs 
Stewart Mackenzie. The obituary notice cites 
several instances of Sir Samuel Hood's skill, 
gallantry, and generous character. like Nel- 
son, he lost an arm in the service of his country, 
the wound being received! in an action ofif the 
Coast of France, in which Sir Samuel captured 
ai French squadron of four fine frigates. When 
commanding the Juno at Toulon he had to 
extricate his vessel from a difficult position, the 
operation being greatly helped by tne dexterity 
of the third lieutenant. To this offico*. Sir 
Samuel, in his despatch, gave the entire credit, 
declaring that the extrication of the Juno was 
due exclusively to the third lieutenant's "ad- 
mirable presence of mind and skilful exertion.*' 
When stationed on one occasion ofif Jamaica he 
saw a schooner foundering in a gale. "He 
ordered a boat to be manned for her relief; 
the danger was so great that even the hearts of 
British seamen were appalled, and no volun- 
teers offered : Sir Samuel exclaimed that he 
was incapable of ordering others on a service 
of danger which he would not be the first to 
share, and instantly leapt into the boat. The 
9pirit of the Commandler dispelled the terrors 
of the crew: he waa followed by a sufficient 
number, and had the heart-cheering happiness 
of being thus th« meami of saving so many of 
his feHow-creatures. The Honse of Assembly 
of Jamaica were so enraptured with this heroic 
and humane act that they immediately met and 
voted him a sword value two hundred guineas." 

June 23. — ^A long advertisement states uiat at a 
meeting held at Invcrlochy on 15th June, a num- 
ber of Highland gentlemen had formed them- 
selves into "a pure Highland Society, in 
support of the true Dress, Language, Music, 
and Characteristics of our ilhistrious and 
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andemt race in the Highlands and Idea ol 
Scotland, with their genuine deaoendanta 
wherever they may be." The promoter of the 
movement waa dolonel Maedonnell of Qlen- 
gairy, and ninety-seven members were enrolled 
under the title of "The Society of Tnyd High- 
landers." The proceedings of the meeting were 
conducted in Gaelic. One of the rules was that 
all real Chiefs were to be hereditary Vice- 
Presidents, from whom the President was to 
be annually chosen by a majority of votes, 
"be he in or out of the peerage." 

Ibid. — ^In levelling a hillock on the farm of 
Charleston, near Inverness, the tenant, Cap- 
tain Maciutyre, found, at a depth of six feet, 
a cist enclosing human bones. "From the w^ 
pearanoe and touch of the soil, and the forma- 
tion of the hillock, which is of conical form, 
and about fifty feet in diameter, it is inferred 
that this tummua was an ancient cemetery." 

June 30. — This number, which no doubt contained 
an account of the battle of Waterloo, is miss- 
ing from our file. This is not surprising, as 
there must have been an unprecedented! demand 
for the paper, and any superfluous copies would 
have been bought up. Along with the "Jour- 
nal" there is in our file a series of another news- 
paper, the "Edinburgh Correspondent," which 
was published three times a-week. The num- 
ber of 24th June contains the official announce- 
ment of the "Complete Defeat of Bonaparte," 
issuad from Downing Street on 22nd June, 
which runs as follows : — "The Duke of Welling- 
ton's despatch, dated Waterloo, the 19th of 
June states that on the preceding day Bona- 

{)arte attacked with his whole force the British 
ine, supported by a corps of Prussians, which, 
after a long and sanguinary conflict, terminated 
in the complete overthrow of the enemy's army, 
with tlie loss of one hundred and fifty pieces of 
cannon and two Eagles. During the night, the 
Prussians, under Marshal Blucher, who joined 
in tlie pursuit of the enemy, captured 60 guns 
and a large part of Bonaparte's oaggage. The 
Allied Annies continue to pursue the enemy. 
Two French Qenerals were taken." The same 
paper on the 29th announces the abdication of 
Napoleon. 

July 7. — On Monday last. Captain Macintyre dis- 
covered another stone coffin in the little hillock 
on the farm of Charleston, of the same descrip- 
tion and nearly in the same position with the 
one lately found there. 

July 14.— There is great rejoicing, "joy in grief," 
over the exploits of the Highland Brigade at 
ihc^ battle of Waterloo. The suggestion is made 

12 
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that Bubflcriptions should be raised for the bene- 
fit of widows and chlMreiL 

Ibid. — ^The Court of Session decides in favonr of 
the life tenure, by Mr Adam, of the office of 
Rector of the Inyen^ess Royal Academy. Lord 
Meadowbank, in giving his opinion, said — *1 
concur completely with my brother, Lord 
Robertson, that it is contra honoM mares to 
appoint • man to a school durine the pleasure 
of a set of gentlemen. It is using him like a 
shoeblack, a^ worse, for it leaves him to the 
disposal of a numerous open body, who always, 
to a proverb, have no conscience.** 

Ibid. — Agents of the London Missionary Society 
visited the North and obtained liberal contribu- 
tions and donations. In Inverness the sums 
amounted to £43 18s 1^, and in Dingwall. 
Tain, and Ferrintosh to £53, making a total 
of £96 18s lid. 

Ibid. — "Lord Macdonald is now erectinsr a mag- 
nificent mansion at his family seat of Armadale 
in Sleat. In the Island of Raasay inexhaust- 
ible nuarries have been discovered" of freestone, 
of a beautiful pale white colour, which bears 
the finest polish. Mr Macleod, the proprietor, 
if^ now building an elegant mansion, the walls 
of which are to be formed of this native free- 
stone. The roads, piers, and villages which 
are now in progress in Skye, will soon render 
it one of the most interesting and improved, as 
it is already the most vahnble, of the Hebridean 
islands.*' 

July 22. —"The Edinburgh Oorrespondenk** 
of this date announces the ordination of the 
Rev. James Grant as parish minister of Nairn. 
The same paper contains a long letter on the 
controversy between Highland and Lowland 
distillers. It is stated that the object of the 
Lowland distillers was to secure "that no two 
districts shall have free intercourse in spirits 
in whidh their manufacture is not placed! under 
exactly the same regulations," and that this 
change was required to meet competition, not 
from the Highlands, but from Ireland. The 
Irish distiller, ii seems, had advantages which 
enabled him to undersell the manufacturer both 
in the Irish and Scotch markets. As regards 
the Highlands, the writer says — **The 
permission to manufacture spirits for their own 
consumption in nmaller stills and at lower duty 
than in the Lowlands, was granted, and was, I 
believe, at the time received as a boon by the 
Highland districts ; but the effects of the law 
were not found to be such as had been an- 
ticipated, and! its provisions were wholly super- 
seded by the 54 Geo. m. c 172, which neither 
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permits dislillatiou at lower duties nor grants 
to the Highland any privilege not enjoyed by 
the Lowland distillent, except the use of 
smaller stills." The points at issue in the con- 
troversy are rather confused, and only a special- 
ist on the subject could at tliis distance of time 
unravel them. Highland gentlemen, however, 
seem to have been greatly impressed with the 
evils of smuggling, which, according to the 
writer of the above letter, bad already gone 
far to effect the degradation of a noble people. 
Illicit ddstiUation was connived at by farmers in 
remote districts, who had no market for their 
barley except among smugglers. The remedy 
proposed by the Ck>unty Authorities was the 
further multiplioation of small stills and the 
reduction of duties on the manufacture. Low- 
laud distillers argued' that the interests of the 
two districts would not clash if they oould find 
a common basis for a free market. 

July 22.— The "Edinburgh Correspondent" of this 
<£i>te contains the following communication, 
addressed by the Duke of Otranto to Lord 
CasUereagh : — ^''I have the honour to acquaint 
your lordship that Napokon Bonaparte, not 
being able to escape from the English cruisers, 
or from the ffuaixls kept upon the coasts, has 
taken the resolution of going on board the Eng- 
lish ship Bellerophon, Captain Maitland." This 
resolution was carried out, and in due course 
Nai>oleon was exiled to St Helena. 

August 4. — The "Inverness JoumaK* of this date 
(from which we resume quotations) contains an 
account of the arrival of the Bellerophon at 
Plymouth on 26tih July with Bonaparte on 
board. An officer on board the Superb, in a 
letter of the 18th July, from Basque roads, 
writes : — 'The disturber of the world is ours ; 
I have been some hours in his company, and 
have had conversation with him : knowing his 
character as an individual, his fame as a 
General, and- his conduct as an Emperor, the 
mind is lost in astonishment in seeing tliese in 
the person of a stout, inanimate, and plain- 
k>oking man, without a feature or expression of 
countenance indicative of anything that can 
make an impression on the mind. His delivery 
is quick, and his ideas fiow nK>st rapidly; he 
converses on all subjects." 

Ibid. — ^The daughter and heiress of the late Lord 
Seaforth, Lady Hood, called by a correspondfent 
Lady Hood Mackenzie, arrived at Stomoway on 
the 17th July, on a visit to the Lews. She met 
with a cordial reception. "The building of a 
public quay, so mtidi wanted in this plaoe, had 
bean commenced by the publlic spirit of the 
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merchants, skipowners, and other inhabitants, 
and to this nscdful undertaking Lady Mackenzie 
contributed witii a liberality Ux exoeedihg their 
most sanguine anticipations. She also gave 
liberal donations to the poor of the four exten- 
mve parishes of which tne estate consists, over 
and above the annual sum allotted by the Sea- 
forth family for their support." The improve- 
ment on the harbour of Stomoway mentioned 
in this letter is spoken of as an object of great 
and general importanoe. 

Ibid.— The gentkmen of Nairnshire, in com- 
memoration of Waterloo and other British 
victories, resolved to institute a Society to be 
called "The Nairnshire Patriotic Club." 

Ibid. — On Tuesday, 11th July, the foundation- 
stone of Gray's Hospital, £lgin, was laid with 
Maaonio honours. It is stated that Dr Alex> 
ander Gray, a native of Elgin, having received 
the elements of his education there, and studied 
medicine under Dr Thomaa Stephen, l^t that 
place and settled as a practitioner in India. 
There he acquired an ample fortune, and 
cherishing a warm attachment to the place of 
his nativity, where he had' also spent the days 
of his youth, he left by his will £20,000 Uyr 
building and endowing an hospital at Elgin. 
The ardiitect of the building was Mr Gillespie, 
Edinburgh. 

Ibid. — "The Convention of RoyaJ Burghs have 
voted £600 to be applied for making a canal 
at DingwaJI, and imnroving the pier and 
harbour of the ancient burgh. These improve- 
ments are to be conducted by the inhabitants, 
aided by the Parliamentary Commissioners for 
Highland Roads and Bridges, and the voluntary 
contributions of the gentry in tflie neighbouring 
country." 

August 11. — ^The Highland Society of Scotland 
advertises a series of resolutions adopted at a 
meetinfi: on 3rd July, expressing it» admiration 
and gratitude for "the late most glorious 
achievements m Flanders." The Duke of Wel- 
lington and Prince Blucher were elected honor- 
ary members of the Society. Special gratifica- 
tion was expressed at the valour of the 
"National Corps,** including the Highland regi- 
ments, and the Secretary was instructed to 
convey the grateful! thanks of the Society, 
subscribed by ita President, the Duke of 
Buccleuch, to the commanding officer of each 
of these regiments, with a request to communi- 
cate the same to their respective corps. The 
members of the Society were recommended to 
contribute to the subscriptions set on foot for 
the relief of the wounded and of widows and 
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children. The following reflolution appears 
among the others: — "That whUe the Society 
deeply laments the loss of many of their gallant 
countrymen who have failen on this memorable 
occasion, it feels itself particularly called upon 
to ofifer to Ewen Cameron, Esq. of Fassiefern, 
its warmest sympathy for the affliction which he 
must feel in the loss of his eldest son, tlieir 
late member. Colonel John Cameron, of the 
92nd Regiment, so honourably distinguished 
on the present and former occasions, and whose 
meritorious services haa already attracted the 
attention of the Society; nor can the Society 
pass over in silence the name of Lieut. -Colonel 
Millor, of the 1st Regiment of Guards, also one 
of its members, whose loss as an officer of the 
highest promise is deeply regretted." 

Ibid. — The following is a specimen of advertise- 
ments which were issued by the proprietors from 
time to time : — **The Hon. Mrs Hay Mackenzie, 
being desirous to give the game a jubilee on her 
estates in Coigach, Strathpcfifer, and New 
Tarbet, in the County of Cromarty, requests 
no gentleman will ask leave to shoot there this 
season.** 

Ibid. — The Inverness Farmer Society continues to 
hold its meetings and competitiona for crop and 
stock. 

August 18. — Premiums oflfeied for stock and crop 
by the Isle of Skye Farming dub. It is stated 
that this C*lub was formed in January 1812, 
under the uatronage of Lord Macdonald and 
Macleod of Macleod, to encourage the improve- 
ment of black cattle, sheep, and! draught 
horses. 

Ibid. — ^A meeting of the County of Nairn was held 
to raise subscriptions for the relief of the 
wounded and of t!ie families of the killed at 
the battle of Waterloo. Nearly £60 wa« sub- 
scribed. Colonel Rose of Kilravock was ap- 
pointed treasurer of the fund. 

August 25. — ^An ai>T>eal was mad)e for funds for 
the improvement of the Northern Infirmary. 
The ooiiount required was £850. 

Ibid. — liie Conmiissioners and Trustees for 
Fisheries, Manufactures, and Improvements in 
Scotland awarded a number of premiums for 
promoting fisheries. These premiums were "for 
the cod, ling, and tu£>k fishing," and "for sun 
fish caught cuid oil extracted from Uiem." In 
connection with the cod fishing, James Ritcfaey, 
of Fraserburgli, as the outfitter of the Ariel of 
Lochniver (probably Lochinver) was awarded 
£60, and other awards ranged from £45 to 
£10. Under the second heading ("sun fish 
caught,*' &c), Donald Ctoipbell, master of the 
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boat Kory of Barra, was awarded £14, and a 
number of other premiums went to the same 
island, varying from £9 to £2 10s. There were 
no competitors for premiums on dog fish. 

Ibid. — "IHed, at the Manse of Kilteam, on the 
28tii ult, deeply lamented by his family and a 
numerous drde of respectable friends, the Rey. 
Hairy Bobertson, D.D., in the 67th year of 
his age, and 44th of his ministry." — "Died, at 
Ness Cottage, on the 17th inst., Mrs Mackin- 
tosh, widow of the late Provost William Mack- 
intosh of this plaoe." 

September 1.-— On the provious Wednesday, Mr 
Joseph Lancaster, the founder of the system of 
e(luoation which bore his name, lectured in 
Inverness. He afterwards cuidressed several 
other meetings. 

Ibid. — ^A notice of the career and character of 
the late Sir Samuel Hood taken from the "Bom- 
bay Courier.** 

September 8. — ^At a Court of Commissioners of 
Supply held at Tain a farmer was fined £20 
for shooting without a licenob. 

Ibid.— On the 30th ult., the Northern Missionary 
Society held a meeting at Tain, and a sum of 
£101 was collected. 

S««ptember 22. — ^At the Circuit Court several per- 
sons from the PaiMi of Kincardine, in Ross- 
shire, were tried on a charge of disinterring a 
dead body buried in a chapel and throwing it 
into a hole on the seashore, and for other riot- 
ous proceedings in connection with, the case. 
The people evidently believed that the death was 
one of suicide. There were oertain flaws in the 
evidence, which resulted in the acquittal of 
the prisoners. At the same Court a Catholic 
priest from Fort-Augustus was tried under an 
old statute for having celebrated a marriage, 
the charge being that such a celebration on the 
part of a Catholic priest was irregular, and 
exposed him to penalties. The trial was long, 
and led to animated discussion between the Ad- 
vocate-Depute, the Judges, and the Counsel for 
the defence, Mr J. P. Grant of Bothiemurchus. 
The jury returned a verdict of not proven. 
There was much complaint on account of 
the confusion caused by the limited accommoda- 
tion in the Court4iouse. 

September 29.— "Drowned, on 22nd May 1814, 
at the mouth of the River Columbia, in the 
Nortihem Pacific Ocean, Donald Mactavish, 
Esq., a native of Stratherrick, and one of the 
partners of the North- West Company of 
Canada." Mr Mactavish had spent twenty- 
four years in Upper Canada, and had been very 
suocessful in promoting the business of thie 
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Company and securing the good-will of the 
Indian tribes and l^ieir chiefs. "His enterpris- 
mg genius led him to project and! attempt an 
expedition across the dontinent of North 
America for the purpose of establishing a con- 
nection with China; and after having esoajped 
innumerable perils, he and six of his companions 
were unfortunately lost near Cape Disappoint- 
ment.*' 

October 6.~The first turf of I3ie Dingwall Canal 
was cut on the 15th of September. 

Ibki — The Common Good of the Burgh of In- 
verness, exposed to public auction, realised the 
following sums: — Petty Customs and pontage 
of the Old Bridige, £2^5 ; pontage of the New 
Bridge, £34; Anchorage and Shore Dues, 
£360 ; Hand-beU and grass of the Chapel-yard, 
£57 ; small weights. £5 ; total, £711. 

October 13.— "The Society of True ffighlanders" 
m«t at Inverlochy on the 5th inst. Glengarry 
wait re-elected President, and Mr Ewen Iftac- 
lachlan, librarian at Aberdeen, was appointed 
Qaelio secretary. Karshal Maodonald, Duke 
of Tarentum, was elected an honorary mem- 
ber. 

October 20. — ^Report of rejoicings at Altyre and 
Qordonstoun on the marriage of Sir William 
Gordon-Cumming to IQss Campbell, daughter 
of tSie late Colonel Campbell of Shawfield. 

November 3. — ^A correspondent of the "Journal" 
8Ugge5?ts that a race course should be formed at 
Dunean Croy in connection with the Northern 
Meeting. 

November 10. — ^News of the death of Joachim 
Murat, ex-King of Naples, who made a descent 
on the Coast of Calabria, and was captured, 
tried by Court-Martial, and sftiot. Murat was 
reckoned the best cavalry officer in Europe. The 
lines of Byron may be recalled — 

"While the broken line enlarging 

Fell or fled along the plain. 
There be sure was Murat charging, 
There he ne'er shall charge again." 

Ibid. — Died, at Blargymore, Badenoch, on the 
19th September, Ensign John Macpherson, late 
of the 78th Regiment, aged 88 years. He 
fought under General WoSfe at the taking of 
Quebec in 1759. 

Ibid. — ^Report of the Nairnshire meeting in Lon- 
don, and of the movement to erect a monument 
to Mr John Strait. Liberal subscriptions were 
announced. 

November 24.— The Crown presented the Rev. 
Thomas Mhinro to the Church and Parish of 
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Kiltearn, Ytkcs&nt by the deatli of the late I>r 
Robertaon. 

December 8. — A grand supper and ball giyen at 
Fort-William on 29th Xovember. ^'Manj of 
the heroes of Waterloo were present, amongst 
whom we observed wiUi pleasore the gallant 
Cofcod Alexander Camerao, of the 96th Regi- 
menby whose woimds were sufficiently recovered 
to allow him to appear as the chief support of 
the meeting, although he was unable to join in 
the mazy rounds of the dance. The thanks of 
all were due to the Tenerable Captain Patrick 
Campbell, of the 42Dd, who, resuming tiie days 
of his youth, conducted, as presicfing manager, 
the arrangements for the eyening." 

December 15. — **In our obituary of the 1st inst., 
we inUmated the death of Mrs Elizabeth Rose 
of Kilravock, a lady one of whose least claims 
to respect was her being the lineal representa- 
tive of a family distinguished for several cen- 
turies in this part of the country. Hie powers 
of her mind and the virtues of her heart ac- 

auired for her a higher degree of veneration 
[lan the longest line of ancestry could inspire. 
Her /undarstanding, naturally powerful, was 
highly cultivated, and she aided imd imfM^ved a 
memory originally tenacious by ai constant habit 
of committing to writing the sub^rtance of her 
various and extensive reading. With a mind 
80 richly stored, and a rare fdicity of expres- 
sion, she excelled in conversation — never, how- 
ever, displaying to the prejudice of another 
that superioritv she was well known to possess. 
To the poor she was ever kind and bountiful, 
and in her domestic circle affectionate 
and indulgent to the utmost that a 
dear sense of duty permitted." This 
lady entertained Burns «t Kilravock in 
1787, and corresponded with him. Mr 
Bain, in his History of Nairnshire, says of her : 
''Amidst all the business and social cares of her 
life, she never lost her early love of literature. 
The names of the books she reads are carefully 
noted in her diary each day, and the periodical 
arrival of the box of books from Isaac Forsvth. 
the Elgin bookseller, or a parcel of the latest 
Kterature from Edinburgh, gives her infinite 
pleasure." Mrs Rose died at the age of 68. 
Ibid, — ^"Died, at his house in Knoydart. on Mon- 
day the 27th of November last, Mr Ranald 
Macdonell, Skanuidale, Ensign on the retured 
list of Captain Rose's Independent Company of 
Veterans, in the ninety-first year of his age, 
respected and admired as a genuine Highlander 
of tlie old school, and quite unmatch^ in the 
general circle of his acquaintance. He follow^ 



1815] File of Inverness Journal, VI 

the fortunes of Prince CbofleB Stuart from 
PreBtonpans to Culloden, and served witli dis- 
tinguished zeal in both these actions, for which 
he afterwards suflfered banishment to India for 
seven years, during which period he served in 
the Hussars. When retunung to England, the 
vessel in which he sailed happened to he boarded 
by a French man-of-war, before Ranald was 
arware of wliat waa passing on deck and had 
furnished himself with a cutlass ; but he, darting 
like an eagle among the victors, actually re- 
took the British ship, killing, single-handed, 
all the €ustonished Frenchmen who attempted to 
withstand his athletic rage, am} driving the 
rest over the vessel broadside into the sea. His 
retentive memory and mental faculties were 
spared him till within a few days of his last ; 
and till above ninety be had the use of his 
powerful limbs. His father, his brother, and 
his nephew, as well as himself, aJl served the 
Prince at the same time, and were personally 
known to H.R.H. ; the father had, however, 
dra^-u his first sword with his Chief, Qlen- 
gorr^, under Viscount Dundee, in the batUe of 
Kilhecranlde, who had the Royal Standard 
entrusted to his care, and commanded the whole 
uf the Clan Donnuili, drawn up as of old on the 
right of the armv* which was composed almost 
entirely of the Highland Clans. The mortal 
remains of this veteran were deposited with the 
dust of his fathers in Killechoan on Friday the 
Ist of December, leaving a wife, three daugh- 
ters, manv grandchildren, and several great- 
grandchildren to bewail his dieath ; exclusive of 
sons who had foUetn in the service of their 
ctmntry. two of whom had followed the young 
Macdonell, in the year 1792, into the Ist 
Fencible Regiment, thence into the Glengarry 
(or iKt British) Fencibles, and from that into 
the line." This was surely the same veteran 
whose marriage was recordJed in the previous 
May although he was then <»lled Ronald, and 
he was said to be in his 96th year. 
December 22. — This number records the death of 
the Hon. Archibald Fraser of Lovat, proprie- 
tor of the Lovat Estates, and last surviving; son 
of Simon of the *45. Bom in August 1736, he 
had completed his 79th year. The obituary 
notice in the "Journal*' is as follows: — "On 
Friday the 8th inst. , the Honourable Archibald 
Fraser of Ix>vat, Colonel Commandant of the 
First Regiment of Inverness-shire I^ocal 
Militia, sometime British Consul at Algiers, 
and afterwards member of Parliament for the 
County of Inverness, died at his seat of Beau- 
fort Castle, in the Aird, near Inverness, in 
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the 80th year of his age. He was married to 
Jaoe, only sister of Sir William Fraser, 
Baronet, late of Boy Lodge, in the County of 
Essex, by whom he had five sons, all of whom 
predeceased himself. His eldest son, who pos- 
sessed distinguished abilities, sat in the first 
Imperial Parliament oi the United Kingdom. 
He was Ck>lonel of the Fraser Fencibles for a 
series of years, and went on service with them 
to Ireland, where he fell into a consumption 
from fatigue, and died at Lisbon, whither he 
had ffone for the benefit of his health, in the 
month of April 1803. The disconsolate widow 
and mother still survives to lament the loss of 
all her family." Under a deed of entail the 
Striohen family succeeded to the estates, and 
worthily sustain the ancient honours of the 
House. The eldest son of the Hon. Archibidd 
Fraser left an illegitimate son, Archibald 
Thomas Frederick, who under a disposition 
made by his grandfather in 1812 acquired the 
lands of Abertarff. He died in 1884, and the 
lands reverted to the head of the house. 
During the latter part of the year collections 
were maide in many parishes in the Highlands 
for the benefit of wounded soldiers, and of the 
widows and orphans of the slain. By these col- 
lections considerable sums were realised. 



Mr James Suter. in his Memorabilia under date 
1815, has the following paragraphs: — 'Thorn- 
bush Pier built, and old harbour in part rebuilt 
and deepened. Expense about £3300, raised by 
the Town Council on loan, to be paid by new shore 
dues. The Thombush Pier is accessible to vessels 
of 300 tons." [From paragraphs in the "Courier" 
of 1818 we infer that the iWnbush Pier was only 
begun in 1815, and not completed for a year or 
two aftwwards.] 

"A Society of Solicitors formed (1815). The 
members of this Society had been previously called 
Writers. In 1782 there were only three Writers 
in the town, and now [1822, when the notes were 
written] there are above twenty." 
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No. X. 

With the year 1816 a new era opens. The 
long peace had begun, and with it questions 
of domestic interest revived. In the High- 
lands the laws relating to distilleries assumed 
great importance. In the previous year the 
subject had been mooted, but it now became 
pressing. There was a moral and a financial 
question at stake. The people were greatly 
addicted to smuggling and averse to habits 
of steauy industry ; while the market for barley 
was so restricted that farmers connived at 
the practice of illicit distillation for the sake 
of selling their grain. As a remedy for both evils, 
the local authorities peUtiooed Parliament 
to legalise the erection of small distilleries, 
and to secure a free market in the Lowlands 
for the sale of Hi^land whisky. A consider- 
able agitation arose on ihiA subject, of which 
some particulars are given below. 

In June 1816 came the announcement that 
(Government and Parliament had sanctioned 
the erection of small stills in the Highlands, 
and county meetings were held to express 
satisfaction with the new law, and to take 
steps for supervising licences and putting 
down smuggling. Previous to this date 
licences had apparently been granted in a 
free and easy fashion, and there were many 
unlicensed houses. As the year advanced 
distress in the Kingdom became greater owing 
to the want of emj^oyment, and to the operar 
tion of the Com Iaws in keeping up the price 
of grain. In Inverness noverty seems for a 
time to have been reUtively less than in other 
places, but its presence made itself felt. 
Towards the end of the year riots occurred 
in London. 

The year is memorable for the earthquake 
which twisted the Inverness town spire. The 
shock was acute and created great consterna- 
tion. It was felt over a wide area, extending 
from Caithness to the centre of Scotland. 

From tfie "Inverness Journal,** 
1816. 

January 6.— The New- Year opens with the follow- 
ing paragraph:— '*We are happy m the oppor- 
tunity, at the Huna time toat we offer our 
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of the moet necMavr amdev of fife, 
wens that lednndaocr less of 'aa artificial ] 
than it II As« howerer. the 
portadooa of foreign erazn. which were made 
on the paanng of t£e CV^n Bill, wear awa j (the 
magaitiide of which, with anu sn a Dj prolific 
■faaoni. haa lowered its rate to a degree qnit« 
berond the odwr artSdes of eonsnmption. and 
inc o nsis te nt with the interests of anr caaas of 
socaetT. for it is from vnnstiziallT low prices 
that famine mar again be apfvtdicBdcd). it 
roar be expected that the prodoce of the ccnn- 
trr wiH again find its level, and being met bv 
tike falling wages and prices of a period <^ 
peace, that the farmer mar again contemi^ate 
has prospects with comfort.** The 9ame nnmber 
soms up the institutions which had been started 
in the town and district during the past few 
months. These were the Athensnm. a Sarings 
Bank, an establie^ment for the snppression of 
begging, a Horticaltival Societr. a Highland 
SocietT. and *'a Societv of Tme HigUandersL** 

Ibid-— "Died, last mont'b. at Blaich. near Fort- 
William. Serscant A1e3nnder Fraser. late of 
the 2l8t Regiment, in the 99th year of his ace. 
He is sappmed to hare been the last snrriTor 
of those who foagfat under his joong duef. in 
the cause of the mifortnnate boose of Stuart in 
1746.'* 

J&nnanr 12. — ^T^e collections in the High Chordi. 
the Gaelic Oiareh, and the Chapd of Ease 
(East Church) for the Northern Infirmarr. 
amounted to £127 7s 6d. Tlie qnartera loaf 
of fine flour, which previonslT sold at lid. had 
been reduced to 10d_. and there was a prospect 
that it would fall to 9^. A proportionate re- 
dnctino took place in inferior brsad. 

Ibid.— "Lord Saltoun. Gblonels MacdoneH and 
Maddnnon. and Mr Hanulton. in the name of 
the S cottish Highlanders, presented Lonis 
XV 111. on the 29th ult. with a copy of Ofvian 
in the Gaelic language.** 

Januarr 19. — A full account of the above presenta^ 
tion/ whidi was of quite a ceremonious charac- 
tex, appears in this issue. The Poems were 
presented from the Highland Sodetr of Loo- 
don, and the deputation was introduced br the 
British Ambasador. Mr James Hamilton, the 
secretarr of the Society, appeared in full High- 
land gairb. The deputation hsd been ako in- 
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atnicted to present a copy to Manhal Macdon- 
ald, Duke of T^unentnin, out as he was absent on 
SA important mission, it was, at the Murshars 
retmest, delivered to hie daughter, the Duchess 
of Jiassa, "who gave a grand rout on the occa- 
sion to all the b^ty and fashion of Psris." 

Ibid. — ^There is a long article on the subject of 
smug(;ling and distiJ^leries. Smuggling had 
increased in consequence of depression in farm- 
ing, and the increased difficultv of finding a msr- 
ket for the sale of barley. "It is a fact well known 
that smuggled spirits at present are cheaper, 
more easily obtained, and/ consumed in greater 
quantities than for many years past iSiere is 
no duty paid for almost any part of the spirits 
of home manufacture consumed- in the Highlands 
of Scotland, and we need not Add that the 
quantity is very considerable and the consequent 
diminution of revenue verv great. Indeed, it 
is verv generally believed that the Excise duties 
levied in the Highlands, including the penalties 
re?overe<l from delinquents, are scarcely suflSci- 
ent to defray the fixpense of securing and collect- 
ing them.*' Justices of the Peace, sensible of 
the hardships of the country, were disposed to 
inflict slight fines. It appears that the market 
in the Lowlands had lately been opened to the 
legitimate Highland distiller, but tiiis was sub- 
ject to the condition of using a still of a large 
capacity, ajid very few could be found to em- 
bark in the business. The remedy proposed was 
to sanction 30 or 40 gallon stilte in the High- 
lands, giving them a free market and fair and 
moderate duties. "Tne subject is, in our 
opinion, of vital importance to all classes of 
the community in this part of the Highlands." 

January 26. — The Countv of Banff petitioned Par- 
liament f')r the re-estalblishment of small distil- 
leries, and for the equalisation' of duties on 
spirit*— Scotland being then subject to a duty 
of 3d per gallon more than England and Ireland. 

February 2. — ^This issue contains a long list of 
premiums given by the Highland Society for 
agricuHural improvements, essays, and in- 
ventions. 

February 9. — ^A subscription library was estab- 
lished at Nairn, Mr James A. Grant of View- 
field, president. 

Ibid. — "Died, on the 25th ult., at 'his seat of 
Ravenhead. near Liverpool, Colonel Eraser of 
Culduthel. a gentleman whose benevolent and 
friendly disposition, and whose npright and 
independent mind, make him equally a loss to 
his private friends and to this county." 

February 16.— On Wednesday the 7tb*inst., the 
Inverness-shire Militia marched from Forres, 
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wliere they were quartered for a time. "The 
IiiTemeBBHihire ne^er were in quarterg they likecl 
better." On their leaving, a great crowd ac- 
companied them to the Bridge of Findbom., at 
which the regiment faced round and gave three 
cheers, "in token of their esteem and attach- 
ment for the kind friends they Ihad left, and 
their good wiahee for the success and prosperity 
of tlie town Bod its yidnity." 

Ibixk — A decision of the Barons of the Exche(|uer 
again prohibited the soutiiem market to High- 
limd distilled whisky. The Inverness Farmer 
Society resolved to address Parliament on the 
subject. An Easter Ross farmer, writing in 
tfcis issue, says — ^"Many of our brediren have 
been ruined by the great iSepreasion of price 
for agricultural produce, and almost all of us 
are struggling with diiOSculties to save our 
credit." 

Mardi 8. — G. ICacpherson-Grant, Esq. of Ballin- 
dailoch and Invereshie, was on the 6th curt 
unanimously elected member of Parliament for 
tbe County of Sutherland. 

March 15. — ^The resolutions are publifl(hed of a 
county meeting in Sutherland called! to consider 
the DistiHerY Laws. Mr Macpherson-Grant, 
M.P., presided. The meeting complained of 
the excessive malt tax and other disadvantages. 
"That the provision in tbe Act 54 of the Kmg, 
allowing the use of Stills, of a capadty not 
under ^0 gallons, was by no means suited for 
the Highland District, which, though subse- 
quently reduced by an order of the Treasury to 
200 gallons, has, in such modification, and in 
the permission of exportation out of the High- 
Ilsnd District, been entirely defeated by a recent 
judgment of the Court of Exchequer in Scotland, 
which has rendered nugatory the benefit in- 
tended by this Act." The meetinff asked for a 
reduction of the malt duty by one-half ; for the 
equalisation of duties between the Highland 
and Lowland dietricts; and for permission to 
work in the Highlands with stills of the capacity 
of 50 or 60 gallons. 

March 22. — ^This issue gives the resolutions of a 
meeting of the County of Livemess on the sub- 
ject of me Distiflery Laws. Mr William Fraaer- 
Tjrtler, Sheriff-Depute and Convener, was in 
tlfe chair, and tbe resolutions were substantially 
the same as those adopted by the County of 
Sutherland', though diiffering somewhat in de- 
tail. A preamble to the substantive part of 
the resolutions declared that the changes asked 
for by the meeting were required 'Hot the restor- 
ation of the moral character of the people, for 
the promotion of the agriculture of the county, 
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and for the improvement and protection of the 
revenue." Meetings were hM in other coun- 
tiea and by Farmer Societies, making nrffent 
representations of the same character as tnose 
from Sutherland and InvemeBS. 

Ibid. — At a ploughmff match at Spynie, in Morav- 
shire, "a considerable number of iroik plougns 
appeared, and it was remarlaed that their work 
was done in the neatest manner." 

Ibid. — "There is now living in the parish of 
Kafford, near Forres, an old man nan^d James 
Watson, now aged 99 years, and his wife, C. 
Gumming, also alive in her 95th year. They 
have lived together for the space of 66 years 
as man and wi^ Watson fought at the mem(Nr- 
able battle of Culloden." 

March 29.— A distiller in the neighbourhood of 
Inverness was ruined by the decision of the 
Barons of the Exchequer prohibiting the ex- 
portation of spirits to the Lowlands. 

Aprid 5. — "During the last month 15 foxes, 5 
wild cats, and 2 badgers were killed in the 
woods of Brahan by John Walker, gamekeeper 
to Lady Hood Mackenzie. All these animals 
were lolled within a mile of the gamekeeper's 
lodge." 

Ibid.— Died, at Cantray, on 28th March, Sir David 
Davidson of Cantray, Knight. 

April 12. — "The foUowing is, we think, a curi- 
ous and important fact. In 1812 an alarm being 
spread that a sang of coiners and thieves were 
on their way mm Aberdeen to Inverness, the 
Magistrates, by way of precaution, desired all 
the publicans to oe brought before them, 
licensed and unhcensed, and 128 were collected. 
As all those of the latter dscription were liable 
to prosecution, it may be supposed that many 
of them, from being overlooked, and from the 
favour of the officers, dia not appear." These 
extra places, the writer thinks, may be "moder- 
ately rated** at 32, making 160 in all— "a num- 
ber which, considering the population of 
Inverness, must have a verv pernicious effect 
on the morals of the people, particularly as 
the uidicensed (forming a very great proportion) 
are subject to no che<£ whatever." 

April 26. — ^This number contains the report ol the 
trial of Mr Sellar in connection with the evic- 
tions in Strathnaver. The jury returned a 
verdict of not guilty, and the report bears that 
"the highest character was established on the 
part of Mr Sellar for moderation, humanity, 
and kindness of disposition from his earliest diays 
upwards." 

Ibid. — ^"Died, at Nairn, on the 20th inst., in the 
88th year of her age. Miss Alexandrina Rose 
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of Kilravock, the last surviving daughter of 
Hugh Hose, Esq. of Kilravock, great-grand- 
father of the present Hu^ Rose, Esq. of Kil- 
ravock ; a ladj most ju«rtly and universaUy 
esteemed and regretted by all who had the 
pleasure of her acquaintance.'' 

Ibid. — Died, at Brora, on the 3rd, on his way 
home from Aberdeen, Hugh Mackay, eldest son 
of the late Captain John Mackav*of Skerray. 
He wa8 in his third session at the University 
of Aberdeen, and a student of exceptional pro- 
mise. 

May 3. — ^The annual meeting of Commissioners of 
Supply was held, Sheriff Fraser-Tytler, Con- 
vener, in the chair. A communication was read 
from Mi Charles Grant, member for the County, 
on the subject of the Distillery Laws as affect- 
ing the Highlands, "from which there is the 
strongest ffrounds for believing that the exer- 
tions which have been made by the Highland 
Counties, for procuring a fair and delioerate 
investigation of their caae are likely to be 
attend^ with the most beneficial results." The 
thanks of the meeting were conveyed to the 
hon. member, on the motion of Mr Grant of 
Corrimony, seconded- hj Raiemore. 

Ibid. — "Died, lately, at dfltenoaivie, pariah of Kin- 
cardine, Ross-shire, Alexander Campbell, alias 
Iverach, at the advanced age of 117 years- He 
was bom in 1698, carried arms in 1716 under 
William, Lord Roes, and till his death showed 
the characteristic hardihood of a Highlander to 
an uncommon degree. In the severest weather 
he went with his neck and breast bare, and to 
the last walked perfectly erect; his dress the 
shoit coat, kilt, and plaid, and his staff gener- 
ally across his breast. Till the uncommon 
storm of snow of last winter fell, he couM 
walk down to Glediield and the Manse im a day, 
the distance being about 11 miles. He entered 
afl a schotar last year in one of the G«jelic 
Society Schools in this parish, actually learn- 
ing the alphabet, and began spelling, when his 
further progreas was arrested by the failure of 
his sight. He waited last harvest on the Right 
Hon. Lord Ashburton at Rosehall, when his 
lordship, with his wonted benevolence, gave 
hiim a shilling for every year of his life, and 
a further sum to buy a little of his favourite 
iisquebagh, to keep his old age comfortable, in 
all upwards of six guineas. His lordship's 
donation outlived Iverach's days, and helped to 
put the hoiuy veteran decently under the turf." 

May 10. — ^At a meeting of the Commissioners of 
Supply of the County of Ross, it was resolved 
to present a piece of plate, of not less than a 
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hundred guineas value, to Donald Madeod, 
Ea^. ol Oeanie«, "w a mark of the high sense 
which they entertain of the services rendered 
b^ him, in the able, impartial, and successful 
discharge of the duties of Convener during the 
long period of forty years." Mr Madeod hav- 
ing resigned, Mr Madcenzie, yr. of Applecross, 
was elected Convener. 

Mav 31. — There ai>e two public ceremonies at 
Nairn reported in this issue. On 15th April 
the foundation-stone was laid of a monumental 
pillar to the memory of Mr John Straith, late 
schoolmaster. I%e monument was raised at the 
expense oi the Nairnshire meeting in London, 
Mr Isaac Ketchen being secretary and treasurer. 
The foundation-stone was laid *'in presence of 
all the resident scholars in the town and parish 
of Nairn; Robert Faloonar, Esq., Sheriff-Sub- 
stitute of the County ; Robert Dempster, Wil- 
liam Robertson, and John Ore, Esouires, pre- 
sent Magistrates of the Burgh of Nairn, and 
the other heritors and chief residenters of the 
parish. ' Mr Thomas Dick Lauder designed 
the pillar, and Mr John M. Watt, junior, 
Nairn, was architect On the 28th of Ma^ 
there was another procession held by the resi- 
dent scholars as a commemoration. Mr Isaac 
Ketchen spoke, and there waj! a public dinner, 
at which Mr Thomas Dick Lauder was one of 
the speakers. 

June 14. — ^'In our paper of this date the Parlia- 
mentary debate which has taken place on our 
Distillery Laws will be found, and it wUl be 
seen that the two grand objects of our petitions 
have been granted, namely, a free market for 
our spirits and permission to erect small stills, 
even to forty gallons; the duty is also re- 
duced 25 per cent., the Chanoellor of the 
Exchequer stating that it could not be made 
lower without a corresponding deduction in the 
English duties. The superintendence of these 
small stills will, of course, be considerably more 
expensive to Government than the large ones. 
We have now a free market, with permission 
to use stilts as much proportioned to small 
capital as could be expected; we cannot there- 
iare oomphun of want of means to consume our 
barley, or being compelled to drink a bad spirit 
from a larse still; and we do hope that the 
promises w&ch accompanied our petitions, and 
under whic^ the oonoeesions of Government have 
been granted, will be fulMed and! the object of 
these concessions made effectual." Under the 
ImII passed at this time the duty on spirits was 
reduced from 8s 4d to 6s 4d per gallon. It 
stands at present at lis per gallon. 

14 
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Ibid. — "Married, at Ardersier, on Saturday, the 
1st curt., John Macaaidrew, Esq., solicitor in 
Inverness, to Oatliierine, danghter of James Mac- 
pherson, Esq. of Ardersier." "Married, at 
InYemess, on Monday, the 10th inst, P. A. 
Eraser, Esq. of Oulduthel, to Jane Anne 
Catherine, only daughter of E. S. Fr««er, Esq. 
of Reilig." 

June 28. — ^A correspondent at Thurso writes: — 
"Although Government does not at present hold 
out any encouragement, yet emigration to 
America still continues to depopulate the High- 
lands. In the course of last summer 137 males 
and 79 females, in aU 216 persons of all ages, 
were shipped at this port, partly for Lord 
Selkirk's property on the banks of the Red 
River ; and on the 12tih of this month the brisj 
Vine, of Peterhead, sailed hence to Picton with 
a cargo of the same de^Kription, to the number 
of 8Z passengers of both sexes, being all that 
the vessel's tonnage could adtnit by law. These 
kuit were engaged by a Mr Logan, a settler in 
Canada. We are informed, too, that Another 
ship is expected here for the same object." 
While the Vine was at Thurso, its master, 
Captain Davidson, and other two persons, were 
drowned by their boat upsetting when crossing 
the bar. 

July 5.— On tihe evening of the 1st curt., the 
foundation-stone of one of the piers of the Ding- 
wall Canal wm laid by Mr Mackenzie of Hilton, 
Provost of the Burgh. The ceremony was fol- 
lowed' by a lunchecm. 

July 12.— An Inverness Tobacco Manufactory 
established some time previously, advertifies "a 
considerable quantity of fine and mid twist that 
will bear comparison with any in the kingdom." 
July 19. — ^Report of a meetinic: of the Hiehland 
Society of Scotland in Edinbureh. **Walter 
Scott, Esq., in an eloquent addrees. brought 
undiEr the view of the meetiuGr the distinguished 
merits of Mrs Maoleod of Macleod. who. since 
she became connected with the Highlands and 
Islands, has assiduously endeavon^ to pro- 
mote the industry and comfort of the peasantry 
where her influence extended, by estahlishini; 
schools, building cottajjes. and such other 
measures as were conducive to tb«ir happiness ; 
fund with a view to enabling her to become more 
familiar with their habi'ts and manners, had 
suooeeefully studied their language. He con- 
cluded by moving that she should be elected a 
member of the Society, without the form of 
ballot, with wa.ch regulation in those instanom 
where ladies of such distinguished rank and 
merit came forward in support of the Institu- 
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tdon, the Society was in the habit of diflpenang. 
Hue motion hATing been seconded by Henry 
Mackenzie, Esq., and eapported by Lord Ban- 
natyne, wsa nnanimously adopted, and Mrs 
Macleod of Macleod was elected a member ac- 
cordingly." 

Ibid — *&» report of the Highland Society also 
bears that in 1814 en honoranr premium was 
awarded to Mr Mackenzie of mlton for an im- 
provement of waatle land in the Valley of 
StrathpefFer. The Socie^*6 highest gold medal 
waa now awtarded to Dr James Wishart, tenant 
of the farm of Waterloo, on the Tnlloch estate, 
for improving about 70 acres in the same 
valley. 

Ibid. — ^The same iesue reports the first anniversarv 
meeting of the "Sociefy of TVue Highlanders,*' 
held at Inverlochy on the 12th of June. Many 
ladies were present, and the gentlemen were 
"almost to a man*' in the ful} UQiform of their 
regiments or the Highland dress. There was a 
gnuA ball, which is described in glowing terms. 
"Colonel Stewart of Garth wore large, round 
Oaimfform buttons, richly set; others had the 
gtobular silver buttons of their ancestry, and 
the highly finished pistols, dirks, powder-horns, 
and other paraphernalia gave an air of mag- 
nificence to the whole far more brillieoit ^an 
expectation had sanctioned." The ball was led 
off by Mrs Macdonell of Glengarry and Colonel 
Stewart. Glengarry himself was the chief 
organiser of this Society. 

July 26. — ^The number gives an extract from a 
book published in Paris, "The Tour of a French- 
nxan" in Britain in 1810 and 1811. The writer, 
speaking of Scotland, savs: — "Even in Scot- 
land civilisation makes sensible progress, but 
there may still be seen some fine women, very 
well dressed, with white muslin gowns, gloves, 
and even a parasol, holding their shoes and 
their stockings in their hands, and walking 
bare-footed through the mire. They defend the 
custom as cleanly, for it is absolutely nece^^sary 
to wash the feet ; as healthful, for they are 
sure not to have wet covering for the feet*; and 
no one can deny that it is economical." 

August 2. — ^Died,*^ at Nairn, on the 25th July, 
Major J. G. King, of the Portuguese service. 
He served under the Duke of Wellinjrton during 
the Peninsular War. and was nresent in every 
action down to Orthes. when ne was severely 
wounded while gallantly leading on his regi- 
ment. From the effeots of these wounds he 
ultimatelv dietl at the earlv acre of 25. 

Ibid.— "At 'Aberdeen, on tlie 13th ult., in the 
73rd ye«r of his age. 52nd of his ministry, and 
34th of his Episcopate, the Right Rev. John 
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Skinner, senior Bishop and Primus of the 
Episcopal Church in Scotland, a man whose 
eminence and superior osefulness in his station 
are too deeply engraven on the hearts both of 
the clergy and laity of that conmiunion ever to 
be obliteiated.'* 

August 9. — ^The "Journal" advertises itself as the 
only newspaper publiiftied north of Aberdeen, 
and as circulating extensively in the High- 
lands, in other puts of the United Kingdmn, 
and in the Colonies. Mr James Fraser 10 men- 
tioned as editor and publisher. 

Ibid. — County meetings are advertised intimating 
the regulations required for the establishment 
of smaU stills of not less than 40 sallons. These 
stills had to be sanctioned «nd ncensed by the 
Ifiagiffbrates. The Ross-shire County meeting 
adoDted a series of resolutions recommending 
the Michaelmas Head Court to divide the county 
into districts, the Justices in each district to 
meet twice a-year for tihe purpose of granting 
lioences, and that afterwards the members of 
the meeting will exert themselves to the utmost 
of their power for the suppression of all un- 
licensed tippling houses." One of the resolu- 
tions is as follows : — "That the meeting are of 
opinion that the practioe of bestowing on the 
officers of Excise a proportion of the fines levied 
on delinquents, ought to be discontinued, and 
some other mode of remunerating their activity 
adopted, because, though no doubt it proves a 
stimulus to those officers to bring as many 
offenders into Court as possible, it gives tJiem 
an interest in the continuance of the illegal 
trade, and forms a strong inducements to their 
using indirect means to prevent its extinction." 

Ibid. — "We understand that on Saturday the 
young Chief of the Erasers came, for the first 
time, to make some 0tay on his property at 
Beaufort Castl«e, on which occasion numerous 
bon-fires testified! the congratulation of the 
tenantry and of the neighbouring gentlemen.** 

August 16.-— On Tuesday, the 13Ui inst., about 
20 minutes to 11 p.m., a violent shock of earth- 
Qiuake was felt at Inverness. "Some of the 
inhabitants who had retired to resti were sud- 
denly tossed out of their beds, and many were 
teirioly alarmed by the univerrol shaking of the 
houses, the rattUns of the dates, and Sie tre- 
mendous craah of krge stones which were pre- 
ci|)iitated with violence from many of the 
chimney tops. Happily, however, from the 
lateness of tfie hour very few persoxis were then 
in the streets, and consequently no lives were 
Ifist.'* The concussion lasted about 20 seconds, 
and in many houses bells rung for nearly a 
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minute. There was great coiusteriMUdon in the 
town, people rushing half-dressed into the 
streets, and some of them making for the ooun- 
try, '*The atmosphere during tB^ evening was 
clear and serene, and the thermometer sUxxt at 
54 degs. without varifttion. In the morning it 
appeaured that the beautiful spire attached to 
the Jail was, at the distanoe of several feet 
from the top, completely rent and twisted 
several inches round, in a direction from the 
east towards the north-west. As most of the 
stones detocbed from the chimney tops appear 
to have been thrown in the same direction, it 
seems probable that the motion of the earth- 
quake was from the north-west towards the 
south-east, because the motion of the 
undulation towards the south-east being 
communicated to the lower sooner than 
to the higher parts of the build- 
ings, those parts of the latter whose cohesion 
was not sufficientlv strong, would naturally 
be left behind, and projected in et north-west 
direction. This opmion is confirmed by a 
scientific gentleman well acquainted by exneri- 
enoe with this awful phenomenon, who hap- 
pened to be on the street at the time of the 
concussion. By accounts already received, it 
appears that the same shock was Mit at Ding- 
wul, FcHTes, and Pitmain ; but that it was more 
violent towards the north andl west than to- 
wards the south and east" The earthquake was 
also felt at Aberdeen, the time being given at 
4 minutes to 11 o'clock, and the duration of 
the shock 6 seconds. 

Ibid. — ^The Inverness Highland Society had a short 
time before come to & resolution to establish a 
market for sheep and wool, to be heJid annually 
at Inverness on the first Tuesday after th!e 
Fort- William market, held in June. The pro- 
posal met with general approbation. The In- 
verness Farmer Society, at a meeting on the 
9th inst., resolved to give it their support. 

Ibid. — ^There is a paragraph reporting the examin- 
ation of the Ladies School kept at Cromarty 
bv Miss Bond. This is the lady who figures in 
Hugh MiHer's "Schools and Schoolmasters." 

August 23. — ^There are continued reports of the 
extent of the earthquake, one giving minute 
details from Mr Dick Jjauder at Relugas. The 
shock was felt from Wick to Path and Mon- 
trose. It seems to have been more violent at 
Inverness than jiny other part of Scotland. 
*'A slight shock wa.« felt here about 16 and 
another about 40 vtMrs ago : in 1755 when 
Lisbon was destroyed by an earthquake, Ix)ch- 
Ness was thrown into violent agitation, but 
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we do not find that this wa£ apparent in the 
present instance." 
Ibid. — "At the last Inverness-shire Farmer Society 
meeting, it was resolved with regard to ser- 
vants hired from the town and neighbourhood, 
that no higher wages should be given than 6d 
a-day for women, whether working at tomips, 
hay, or any other emplo^ent, except shearing 
in harvest, when the highest wages should be 
lOd for women aoid Is 6d for men.*' '*Onr fish 
market has of late been universally well sup- 
plied. Salmon selils from 4d to 6d per lb., and 
fine fresh herring at Id per dozen." 

Auffost 25. — ^'The ports ore definitely abut against 
the import of foreign corn and flour for the 
ensuing tihree months. The aggregate prices 
for the last three weeks, whidi regulate the 
imports, were— Wheat, 76s 5d ; barley, 308 Id ; 
oats, 23s 3d ; rye, 42s Id ; beans, 34s Yd ; pease, 
34b 8d. We trust that a continuation of the 
present most favourable weather will render us 
altoffethier independent of importation for 
anomier year.*' 

Ibid. — ^For the first time, so far a« we have ob- 
served, there are notes of sport in connection 
with the l^ih of August. The weather had 
been unfavourablie for shooting, "but the ICar- 
quis of Huntly's party have had excellent sport, 
having killed during the first week 553 brace 
of muirfowl, 4 brace of ptarmigan, besides 
snipes, plovers, and hares." The name of the 
moor is not given. Another note states that a 
narty at Invereshie would have killed a thousand 
brace by Saturday night ; that in one partv of 
three guns, each gentleman killed frrai 50 to 
77 brace per day. "The writer fears the an- 
nihilation of the grouse; the storm is said to 
have driven them from the hills, and there 
being therefore no preserve, the slaughter in 
the lower lands is the more fataL" 

September 6. — ^The weather is reported cold, with 
frequent showers of hail, sharp frost at nights, 
and snow on the higher hillis. There was fear 
for the crops. "Since the year 1782 there has 
not been a more ungenial season." 

September 20. — A. festival and series of games 
were held at Invergarry on the 14th in connec- 
tion with the Societv of True Highlanders. 
"At sunrise the stancmrd waved from the old 
casitle tower." This was said to have been the 
first time it was hoisted since the flight of 
Prince Charles in 1746. 

September 27. — James Robertson elected Provost 
of Inverness. 

Ibid. — Several persons were tried at the Circuit 
Court for obstructing and assaulting Excise 
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officers in the discharge of their diitj. The 
liersoiui found gnilty were sentenced to terms 
of imprisonment The presiding Jadge again 
oomplsined of the insufficient accommodatioa of 
the Coart-house. 

October 4.— Mr Charles Grant, senior, M.P. for 
the Coanty, was elected President of the Inver- 
ness Auxiliary of the Bible Society, and being 
present, delivered an address. 

Ibid. — Colonel Baillie of Leys gave £10 to the 
Society for Suppressing Miendicity, £6 to the 
Coal Fund, and £85 to the Northern Infirmary 
(to which on a former occasion he had' given 
£15). It is stated that Colonel Baillie ha<l been 
absent for 25 years, "during a considerable por- 
tion of which he filled a distinguished diplo- 
matic situation with much credit to himself 
and much benefit to his country.'* He is com- 
plimented on the buildings and extensive im- 
provements which he had in contemplation. 

October 18.— "Died, on the 8th curt. , at the Manse 
of Dornoch, in the Tlst year of his age and the 
39tih of his ministry, the Rev. John Bethune, 
D.D., minister of Domodh. As a man, a 
clergyman, a Christian, and a relation he was 
equalled bv few and inferior to none. His 
memory wiU long be cherished with the warmest 
affection ; his worth is deeply engraven on the 
hearts of all who had the happiness of knowing 
him ; and his loss will be deplored not only by 
his sorrowing family, but by all to whom his 
merits and virtues were known. 

October 25.— The Northern Meeting was held the 
previous week. "The meeting resolved that a 
plate of 50 (guineas should be given next yenr 
out of the funds for any horse carrying 10 
stone that never won a plate (Hunter's Plate ex- 
cepted), to be run for on Wednesday of the 
Meeting, and named a special Committee for 
providing a proper course; to defray the ex- 
pense of which £20 was voted from the funds 
of the Meeting." 

November 1. — The annual meeting of the Trafal- 
gar Club was held at Forres on the 29th ult., 
Mr Dick Lauder of Relugas in the chair. The 
Marquis of Huntly was unable to be present 
owing to the illness of a relative. "On the 
motion of the Rev. John Macdonell. the large 
and hamdsome china bowl, a present from Lord 
Huntly, had three quarts of whisky put into it, 
which being made into excellent* punch, was 
emptied to the health of the Noble Donor." 

November 8. — It is stated that the Society for the 
suppression of begging had 160 pensioners. A 
sum of £400 bad been subscribed by members 
of the Society for the requirements of the year, 
and "£370 has alreadv been recovered," 
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Ibid. — "Died, at Ness-side, on tii^ Ist inst., Angus 
Mackintocdi of Holm, Esq., a man whose loss 
will be felt in private life as the kind and con- 
stant friend, the incPalgent master, and the poor 
man's counsellor and protector ; in public life as 
one whose high and correct notions of probity 
furnished us^ul example and reproof; an up- 
right and assiduous Magistrate, whom neither 
private views nor personal influence could sway 
from a conscientious discharge of his duty; a 
zealous and active supporter of every measure 
which he thought benc^cial to the countv." 

November 15. — ^After the cold summer there had 
been an improvement in the weather, but the 
winter began with great severity, and a heavy 
fall of snow. **We regret to say that several 
lives have been lost ; two days ago the bodies 
of two women and a child were found buried in 
the snow, about two hoindred yards from the 
great road near Daihnagarry ; the bodies of two 
men have been found in the hills of Aberarder, 
and two more are missing. A post-boy of 
Bennef s, coming from the South, was obliged 
to leave his chaise on the road, and would have 
been lost but for the lights shown from the win- 
dows of Moyhall, whi^ he reached nearly in a 
frozen state." — ^Bread was becoming more scarce 
and dear every day. 

November 22. — ^The arrival' is chronicled of a brig 
from Thurso at Halifax, Nova Scotia, with 1^ 
passengers, chiefly farmers and mechanics. 
"About the first week in September 368 settlers 
or emigrants aoived at Quebec from Qreat 
Britain, and six other vessels were then reported 
going up the river St Lawrence with passen- 
gers." The economic condition of America was 
remresented as very unfavourable, and emi- 
grants were warned against going out. 

Ibid. — "The average of the last six weeks having 
definitely been struck, the importation of wheat, 
barley, oats, and rye is permitted ; the scarcity 
on the Continent is, however, so great that the 
importation will, we apprehend, be limited. 
The public is indebted to some active individuals 
for the quantity of grain and meal which has 
already oeen imported here — that the price rises 
is not owmg to them but to the state of the 
times. (Compared with our neighbours, we 
certainly have no cause for complaint. Whilst 
the population in other places are starving for 
want of employment, we have had abundance 
of work." It is stated, however, in another 
paragraph that there is a quantity of com still 
unharvested. 

December 13. — ^Riots in London due to distress 
and the growth of discontent are reported, but 
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with expressions of strong disapproval. *'The 
leaders a^ect to have held a correffpondenoe with 
various other quarters, and dispositions to riot 
have manifested themselves at Dundee and other 
places, but quietness is again restored ; and we 
trust the instigators of these outrages will not 
escape the punishment they merit." Move- 
ments to provide employment for the neigh- 
bouring poor are reported from Edinburgh and 
Aberdeen. In the North proposals are on foot 
for erecting smaU distilleries. 
December 20. — Mr John Ross, Coram Street, Lon- 
don, sent a hundred guineas for the benefit of 
the poor of Tain, especially for families of the 
name of Ross. This was tlie fourth time he had 
contributed to the relief of the poor in Tain. 



The following further items appear in Mr James 
Suter*s Memorabilia under date 1816: — "Several 
private individuals conmienced Sabbath Schools 
for poor children at their own expense. A fund 
of £118 ervear, which had been bequeathed to 
the Town Council by Mr Anderson, of Glasgow, 
formerly a merchant in the town, for relief of poor 
householders, was this year first distributed.*' 



15 
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No. XI. 

In the year 1817 public distress and public 
discontent both began to assume serious pro- 
portions. The discontent was largely due to 
distress; and several paragraphs in the sub- 
joined notes show how seyerely the country 
was suffering. In the chief towns Committees 
were organised to provide for the unemployed. 
In Inverness a Soup Kitchen was opened for 
the first time. Throughout the Highlands the 
leading proprietors purchased or pledged their 
credit for large quantities of meal and seed. 
One ingenious landlord imported 3000 lbs. of 
rice and 200 cwts. of treacle. Political dis- 
content had not yet appeared in the North of 
Scotland, but elsewhere it was showing itself 
in various outbreaks, the most alarming being 
directed against the Prince Regent. The 
Government were timid, reactionary, and in- 
competent to deal with the state of affairs 
whicu had come into existence after the peace 
of 1816. 

The Criminal Code was at this date still harsh. 
At the Inverness Spring Circuit Court of 1817, 
a woman was sentenced to be executed for 
housebreaking, or rather for merely assisting 
the men who committed the crime, and who 
had escaped. The sentence was not carried 
into effect : the woman was twice respited, 
and her punishment ultimately commuted to 
two years' imprisonment. In another case the 
barbarous punishment of public flogging was 
inflicted by the local authorities on a female 
delinquent. This is generally said to have 
been the last instance of the kind in the 
United Kingdom, but a correspondent of the 
"Journal" drew attention to the fact that a 
similar punishment was inflicted in Perth while 
the bill abolishing it was actually passing 
through Parliament. 

The first Sheep and Wool Market at Inver- 
ness was held in 1817. The date was the third 
Tuesday in June, and the market was held only 
for one day. 

In 1817 a movement sprang up in Scotland 
in favour of burgh reform. At this time Town 
Councils elected themselves, and managed the 
finance of their burghs without control or 
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supervision. A ourious incident stimulated 
the movement for redress. "In 1817," says 
Mr Spencer Walpole in his History, "the 
Magistrates of Montrose actually presumed to 
elect themselves by ballot. It was the first 
occasion on which secret voting had ever been 
applied to any municipal election. The 
authorities, shocked at the recklessness of a 
municipality which was capable of committing 
so palpable an illegality, decided on quashing 
the election, and on issuing a warrant alter- 
ing what was called in Scotland the "set" or 
constitution of the burgh. Instead of the old 
Councillors electing the new, the warrant 
authorised the burgesses to elect their own 
Magistrates." This was the **poU" election 
which other burghs likewise desired to 
exercise ; or if they could not obtain quite so 
much, they were anxious to confine the action 
of their Magistrates and Town Councils within 
the limits of each local constitution, and to 
look into the disposition of the funds. The 
bankruptcy of Aberdeen excited widespread 
consternation. The general movement had 
effect on local authorities, and specific results 
in several instances ; but municipal reform in 
the broad sense was not secured until 1883. 
Inverness, as will by-and-bye appear, had its 
local machinery upset for a time by the Court 
of Session. 

In December 1817 the **Courier" was estab- 
lished. We have followed the file of the 
*' Journal," however, to the end of the year, 
and reserve an account of the establishment of 
the **Courier" until our next instalment. 

From the ** InvemeM Journal/" 
1817. 

January 3. — A soup kitchen establiidied for the 
first time in Inverness. Seven hundred necessit- 
ous persons shared in €i distribution of coaL 

Ibid. — "Died, at Ardersier, in this vicinity, within 
these few days, a gander, well known to have 
been full grown when the foundatioin of Fort- 
George was laid in the year 1748. His helpmate 
died onlv two years ago." 

January 17. — "On the 5th inst., at Monntgerald, 
Ross-shire, John Munro, labourer, at tl^ very 
advanced age of 108 rears. He enjoyed a sound 
constitution until a short time before his death ; 
his si-ght lind other organs were unimpaired; 
he coSd see from his own house a ship or ixNut 
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at the entrance of Oromarty Firth a distance of 
20 miles." 

February 7. — Account of a riotous attack on the 
Prince Regent and his escort as they were 
returning from the opening of Parliament. An 
agitation for Parliamentary Reform begins to 
assume consequence. The more violent re- 
formers were frequently addressed by "Orator 
Hunt/' but meetings of a temperate character 
were also held. 

February 14. — ^''In these distempered times of riot 
and discontent, it is gratifying to see the sense 
of the nation so warmly and promptly mani- 
fested with regard to the most atrocious and 
treasonable attack on the Prince Regent. Ad- 
dresses pour in. from every quarter, and we 
are glad to see our county join in so proper 
and seasonable a display of loyalty and attach- 
ment to the son and representative of our 
Sovereign. It is deeply to be regretted that 
some of the principal actors in the scene were not 
seized ; a salutary example at the pwsent mo- 
ment could not fail to be beneficial to the ad- 
vocates of universal suffrage and annual 
Parliaments; in other wordls, of anarchy, con- 
fusion, and revolution." 

February 28. — ^It is announced that "as the High- 
land road between Inverness and Perth is now 
passable," the Caledonian Coach will begin run- 
ning on the 3rd of March, twice a-week each 
way. 

Ibid. — The Corporation of the City of Aberdeen 
was at this time found to be bankrupt. The 
Burgesses of Guild met and adopted a resolution 
declaring that in their opinion this was "the 
natural result of the Town Council being self- 
elected, and the government of it having be- 
come, as it were, the inheritance of a few 
individuals, forming a secret junto, considering 
themselves not amenable to their fellow-citicens 
for misrule." The "Journal" made the occur- 
rence a text far criticism of the administration 
of the Town Council of Inverness. 

Ibid. — "Died, suddenly, on the 14th curt., at her 
house in Edinburcrli. the Hon. Euphemia 
Stewart, widow of William Stewart, Esq., late 
of Castle Stewart, and sister of Kenneth, late 
Earl of Seaforth." 

March 7. — ^"Tn our Journal of the 28th June last 
it will appear that the Inverness Highland 
Society resolved on the establishment of a sheep 
and wool market in our town as the most cen- 
trical station in the Highlands. In pursuance 
of this resolution, a meeting was, by advertise- 
ment, convened at Rennet's Hotel on the 27th 
last, and was very numerously and most respect- 
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ably attended. It appeared that from every 
quarter of the country, and by all the Southern 
dealers, the moet earnest dlesire was manifested 
for the establishment of the proposed market 
at Inverness. A letter was producecLjfrom the 
Secretary of the Sutherland and Caithness As- 
sociation indicating the^r cordial support and 
anxious desire to co-operate, by every means, 
towards the prosperity of the market; and 
assurances of approbation were given from tho 
following houses and persons interested in the 
wool trade; so that the first market may be 
expected to have a much greater attendance 
than any ever heretofore held in the Highlands." 
A list of those approving follow«, and an ad- 
vertisement fixee the date of the market aa the 
third Tuesday of June. Mr Peter Anderson, 
solicitor, was secretary to the meeting. 

March 14. — This issue contains a paragraph con- 
demning the flofiTiiring of a woman named Grant 
through the streets of Inverness. The punish- 
ment was inflicted three times within a fort- 
night. The writer of the paragraph admits that 
example was necessary, and was made in this 
case with the best intention; but he urges 
rightly that tlie public flagellation of a woman 
is repugnant to feelinss of respect and delicacy. 
"On the unfortunate (%ject in question, a young 
and liandsome woman, the hardemed indi£Ference 
and audacity with which sSie bore and ridiculed 
the punishment, showed that it failed of effect — 
so much, indeed, that notwithstanding thie 
third flagellation, she returned from her 
'banishment' the same evening." A few months 
afterwards, mainly as the recruit of this case, 
an Act was parsed abolishing the power to whip 
women publicly ; and some years later the sex 
was exempted from the private infliction of 
such punishment. In certain States of the 
American Republic public flagell^ation, on both 
sexes, is still occasionally administered. 

Ihdd.— A coarespondent sends a letter stating 
that a monument had been erected to the 
memory if Captain Thomas Humberstone Mac- 
kenzie, of tiie 78th Regiment, and of Captain 
Grant, Lieut. Anderson, and non-commiesioned 
officers and privates of the same regiment who 
fell at the storming of Ahmednuggur in India on 
8th August 1803. "The monument stands on 
the spot where Captain Humberstone Mackeiude 
fell, and consists of a massy slab of the most 
durable stone, securely built in the wall of Uie 
town, and arched overhead, with a suitable 
inscription, eurmounted by the Mackenzie crest, 
a stag's head and antlen, with the words 'Oabar 
Fei<m/ and the regimental motto, 'Cuidich an 
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Righ.' It WM erected in 1814 by the Hon. Lady 
H^ MackenEie of Seaforth, who marked out 
the site, drew Uie design a4id! inscription, and 
gave orders for erecting the work at her own 
expense. It is worthy of remark that ber lady- 
ship (whose father, the late Lord Seaforth, had 
raised the 78th Regiment) in travelling across 
the Peninsula from Bombay in 1813, should 
happen to pass though the very place where 
that regiment had so admirably distinguished 
itself; and she was struck with the desire 
of perpetuating, by some lasting memorial, the 
gallantry of her young relative, Captain H. 
ifackenzie, an officer of hi{i:fa promise, and of 
his countrymen who fell in that memorable 
assault." Tlie attack, it seems, was unwittingly 
made at the most impracticable part of the wall, 
and officers and men fell in a gallant but futile 
attempt to carry the position. "Captain Mac- 
kenzie had gained' the summit ; he found there 
no footing, but his gallant spirit would not 
suffer him to think of retreat; calling to his 
men to follow him, he instantly leaped into the 
town amongst th« enemy, but the height was 
so great that his knees on coming to the ground 
bent under him, and before he could recover 
himself he was speared in many places. The 
few men who had gained the top of the wall 
did not hesitate for a moment in resolving to 
share his fate ; and thus was lost in very early 
youth an officer of the highest hopes, whose 
mild' and amiable manners were joined to a hi?h 
and ardent courage, which too soon deprivedi his 
country of one whom length of life would have 
made a shining ornament to his profession. 
Captain Grant was also an officer of great pro- 
mise ; he had* volunteered on that occasion, and 
on gaining the top of the wall, called out that 
there was no footing ; but forgetful in bis own 
person of the caution which he taught his com- 
panions, he received a shot which almost in- 
stantly proved fatal ; he was a son of Mrs Grant, 
Forres, l^e attack, of course, failed, and the 
strength of the place and garriron having been 
ascertained, the sietre wa« subsequently carried 
out i<n due form. Captain Mackenzie was also 
paymaster of the regiment " The above account 
was furnished to the "Joumar by a gentleman 
who was personally and intimately connected 
with the two officers. The official account by 
Lieut. -Colonel Adams, published by Major 
Davidson in his History of the 78th, says that 
Captain Ifiackencie and Captain Grant were both 
shot at the top of their respective ladders. 
Captain Grant at ^he time was under arrest 
for fighting a duel, and volunteered for the at- 
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tack. His father had been Provost of Foirea, and 
he had several brothers whoattained distinotion. 
One of them, if we mistake not, Lieut. -Colonel 
Golquhoun Grant^was ao IntelligMioe Officer of 
great service to Wellington in the Peninsular 
War.* 

Ibid. — The poor of the town and pariah of El^dn 
are represented as suffering severdy from we 
distress of the times. A sum of £300 had 
been subscribed and a Committee appointed to 
distribute the fund until the month of Septem- 
ber, when it was hoped that harvest labour and 
the produce of a new crop would enable the 
people to provide for tiiemselves. 

April 4. — The Highland Society of London met 
on the previous Fridav to celebrate the anni- 
versary of the battle of Alexandria, that being 
also the day of the incoiporation of the Societv. 
The Duke of York was hi the chair, and tie 
company included the Duke of Argyll, the Duke 
of Atholl, the Marquis of Huntly, Qlengarrv, 
Sir ^neas Mackintosh, and manv other Hign- 
land gentlemen. The Duke of York, in name 
of the Society, presented to the 42nd Regiment 
a piece of plate in recognition of its distin- 
guished services, the Marquis of Huntly, as 
Commander of the regiment, receiving the gift. 
The plate consisted of a richly chased silver 
tripod, th« legs ornamented with thistle folkge, 
and the plinSi bearing a medallion portrait of 
Sir Ralph Abercromby. 

Ibid. — Died, at Collumpton, Devon, on the 22nd 
ult., on his way from Sidmouth to Clifton, 
William Chisholm of Chisholm, Esq. 

April 11.— The Marquis of Huntly procured from 
Government six hundred bolls of meal, to be 
sent for the relief of people in the Highlsods, 
with a promise tiiat more was to follow. 

April 25. — ^A citisen writes complaining that 
half-a-crown had to be paid bv a marriage party 
of townspeople crossing one of the bridges. Tolls 
at that time existed, but this was considered an 
exorbitant exaction. 

May 2 — ^"Mr Alexr. Dingwall, plumber in 
Greenock, has lately paid into the hands of the 
Kirk treasurer of Dmgwall, » legacy of £50 
sterling, bequeathed by his deceased brother, 
Mr Donald Dingwall, late o# Demerary, for the 
behoof of the poor of that parish, where he 
drew his first breath, and where he at Isiet ended 
his days." 

Ibid.— A paragraph gives an account of what 
Higldand proprietors have done m the way of 
lowering lents, and importing meal and seed 
oats for the benefit of their poorer tenantry. 

• See Note A— The GranU of Forres. 
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Mr ICacptberaoiDrCkaiit of Ballindalloch, for in- 
stance, had secured 800 bolls of meal in Banff- 
shire and 500 bolls from Berwick for the supply 
of his estate. Lord Reay had pledged his credit 
to the Qovemment to obtain a supply of 1800 
bolls of meal; and the Marquis of, Stafford had 
sent for the supply of his Sutherland tenantry 
3400 bolls of meal and nearly 500 bolls of 
potatoes for seed, at fm> expense of at least 
£7000, besides purchasing black cattle from 
the tenants, and spending large sums for the 
employment of the distressed on his English 
estates. Other Highland proprietors who could 
not do as much, had lowered their rents from 
15 to 20 per cent., and were giving guarantees 
to the Government for the supply of oats. 

Ibid. — A woman named Barbara Mackay, from 
Caithness, was tried at the Circuit Court for 
being one of several concerned in breaking 
into and robbing a shop at Isauld. She was 
traced by means of a five-franc piece, which was 
part of the spoil, and' which she endeavoured to 
pass. The woman confessed that she had kept 
watch while others carried out the robbery, and 
that she had received' silver and copper. The 
jury returned a verdict of guilty, and! the 
woman w«« sentenced to be executed at Inver- 
ness on the 13th of June. She was subsequently 
respited and the sentence was commuted. 

Ibid.— -A citizen of Nairn, formerly Chief 
Magistrate, was convicted of assaulting a lawyer 
at Elgin to the effusion of blood and danger of 
life, and was sentenced to six months' imprison- 
ment in the Tolbooth of Elffin. The Court 
would not consent to send the prisoner to be 
confined at Nairn on account of the "notorious 
insuflSciency" of the jail there, and they threat- 
ened to take sti^ong measures unless the jail was 
made secure. — At the same Court, two men were 
sentenced to six months' imprisonment for de- 
forcing Excise officers ; a man was sentenced to 
14 years' transportation for sheep-stealing ; and 
a woman for numerous acts of theft was sen- 
tenced to seven years* transportation. In the 
two latter cases, the Advocate- Depute restricted 
the libel to "an arbitrary punishment," other- 
wise the sentences mignt have been capital. 
The restriction to "arbitrary punishment fre- 
ouently occurs in the report of Circuit cases. 
One wonders why it was not adopted in the 
caae of the woman convicted of housebreaking. 

May 9. — ^The Commissioners of Supply voted £60 
to the fund for the employment of the labouring 
poor of Inveniess, and authorised the payment 
of another £50 if required. 

Ibid. — ^It i« announced that the Militia reg^iments 
are not to be called out this year for training. 
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May 16. — Lady Hood Mackenzie of Seaforth 
pledged her credit to Government for 4000 bolls 
of oats and 50 tons of potatoes, to be landed at 
Stomoway and distributed among the people. 

May 23. — A list of sirbscriptions ie pnbliehed to- 
wards the issue of a Dictionary of the Gaelic 
lan^age, under the patronage of the Highland 
Society of Scotland. The total amount of sub- 
scriptions ie nearly £1900. The Society itself 
gaye £725; the Hi<^hland Society of tendon, 
£105; and Sir John Macgregor Murray, for 
certain friends in India and himself, £^50. 

Ibid. — *The CSiishohn's funeral, which took place 
on Friday (16th), wae conducted with a de^^rec 
of splendour which rivalled the usage of ancient 
times in the last tribute of homage and respect 
to Uie remains of deceased chiefs. Invitations 
were very general throughout this and the neigh- 
bouring counties, and near 240 guests sat down 
to a sumptuous entertainment provided by Mr 
Cant at Beauly. The commonalty, of wbom a 
very large assemblage were in attendance, had 
not been forgotten ; eight bolls of oatmeal baked 
into bread, ample quantities of cheese, and 20 
ankers of whisky were distributed among them ; 
not satisfied, however, with this liberal supnly, 
thev made free with Mr Cant's stores of wines 
and other liquors, and we regret to understand 
tiha-t a man and two women died of the effects 
of intoxication. Many battles with sticks and 
fists and stones were fought, and many cracked 
crown« were fi^ven and received, but beyond the 
foregoinof melancholy instances, we believe no 
further fatal effects* ensued : various depreda- 
tions, however, were committed, and amonarst 
others, some of the riders, we understand, dis- 
covered next mominor that they had come home 
without their saddle-flaps, the well-dressed 
leather of which, it had been discovered, would 
make superior broflrue soles.*' The interment 
took place in Beaulv Priory. 

May 30.— "On Wednesday, tlie 21st May, at Lady 
Seaforth's. Charlotte fikfuare, James Alexander 
Stewart. Esq. of Glasserton, to the Hon. Lady 
H. Mackenzie of Seaforth." The marriage was 
celebrated with rejoicings on the Seaforth 
estates. 

Ibid.— The Horticultural Society of London 
awarded their medal to Sir George S. Macken- 
zie for his improvement of forcing bouses, by 
giving flrlass the form of a portion of a sphere. 

Ibid. — ^"The motion for a Committee to inquire 
into the state of the representation of the people, 
made by Sir Francis Burdett, and rejected bv 
a majority of 188, was the same made by Mr 
Pitt in 1782, and" lost only bv a majority of 
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20. It was fligaiii brousht forward' in 1812 by 
Mr Brand, and rejected by a majority of 127, 
the minority counting 88. Mr Tieruey HAcribed 
the falUng-off to the intolerance of its advocates, 
who thought Reform might be carried without 
the aid of the superior orders of society." 

June 13.— The Noithern Missionary Society held 
its laonual meeting at Inverness, when the Rev. 
C. Matheson, of Silmuir, and the Rev. J. Mac- 
donald, of Urquhart, preached. A collection 
amounted to £72 13s 6d. The Society resolved 
to send £100 to the Edinburgh Missionary 
Society for the support of Gaelic schools in the 
Highlands, and £50 to the Hibernian Society, 
engaged in carrying on education in Ireland. — 
An auxiliary to the Edinburgh Bible Society 
was formed in Forres. 

Ibid. — '*We have heard with pleasure that Mr 
Qrant of Elchies has shipped from London to 
Findhorn 3000 lbs. of nee and 200 cwts. of 
treacle for the supply of the poor on his estates 
in tiie counties of Banff and £lgin." 

June 20.~-The first Sheep and Wool Market was 
held at Inverness on the third Tuesdav of June. 
The Committee arranged that the market should 
last but twentv-four hours, as "it has generally 
been remarked that when markets are of many 
days continuance, almost all the business is 
done on the last." An ordinary, purveyed by 
Mr Bennet, was held in the Northern Meeting 
Rooms. Mr Grant of Coirimony, "who was 
among the first of our proprietors to introduce 
the system of sheep farming," presided. Among 
the largest purchasers were Mr Lockwood. from 
Huddersfiela, and Mr Mackinnon of Gorry- 
chatachsAi. It is noted that the F(»t- William 
Market had been well attended, and the prices 
were considerably better than last year, vis., 
188 ; at the Inverness Market thev had increased 
to 19s 6d, and tlie Cheviot to 238 per stone; 
one or two parcels were stated to have been 
sold at 248. "The number of gentlemen inter- 
ested in sheep farming who attended from the 
Northern Counties was very considerable. Our 
flocks are so rapidly on tne increase that we 
understand' that tnere is in Sutherlandshire alone 
not less than 100.000 Cheviot." The Northern 
Association of Gentlemen Farmers and Breeders 
of Sheep continued to act on a resolution whicli 
they had previously adopted to give liberal 
premiums for the destruction of foxes, eagles, 
"and other animals.," which were destructive 
to the growing numbers of their sheep and 
Inmbs. 

Ibki. — ^The members of the Nairnshire Meetinflr in 
liondon placed £53 at the disposal of the Com- 
mittee for the relief of the poor in NairUf 
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Ibid.— **Di€d, on the 8th ioBt., the Rev. Alexander 
Kacadam, minister of Kigg, Roes-shire, in the 
69th year of his age." A cordial tribute is 
paid to Mr Macadlam's character, learning, and 
impreasive power aa a preacher. 

June 27. — On the previous Monday two smart 
shocks of earthauake were felt in Inverness. 
They were also felt, and rather more severelv, 
in Urquhart and Dores. In some houses toe 
bells were put in motion. A slight shock was 
said to have been experienced a week or two 
before, but the Editor himself had not observed 
it 

Ibid. — A long report is given of a gala day held 
by the Societv of True Uiffhlanders at Inver- 
lochy. The ^dety was miudng a coUeoticm of 
tartans, and members paid special attention 
to the completeness and correctness of their 
Highland dress. 

Ibid. — ^A stone coffin with human skeleton was 
found in the neighbourhood of Dingwall. A 
copper [bronze] d^ger was found buried in the 
skull, and an earthem jar beside the skeleton. 

July 4. — ^Tho number contains verses written on 
visiting the monument erected near Fort- 
William to the memory of Colonel Cameron, 
of the 92nd Highlanders, who fell at Quatre 
Bras. "The Monument stands northward of 
the Fort, a simple and plain, but at the same 
time an elegant and lofty column. The 
foundation of it was laid on the 7th April 
last with Masonic honours, bv Mr Patrick 
Henderson, Riffht Worshipful "Master of the 
Fort-William Lodge, accompanied by the 
brethren, and the ceremony was concluded 
with a most suitable and appropriate prayer 
bv the Rev. Duncan Macintyre, minister of 
tne parish of Kilmallie and Chaplain of the 
Lodge, in presence of a vast concourse of 
people of all ranks, who on this occasion testi- 
fied a cordial interest highly honourable to the 
memory of the deceased." The following are 
two stanzas from the visitor's eulogiom : — 

"Now, Cameron, rest! while Waterloo 
Enrols thee in its annals gory. 
It weeps thy loss with sorrow true, 
And oids Fame note tliy bed of glory. . . 

"Now, Cameron, rest ! Yon column high 
May tell thy tale in accents bolder, 
But many a heart thy name shall sigh, 
Till like ttiine own they, too, shall moulder." 

July 11.— "The Strathpeffer Wells have a much 
gayer and more numerous attendance this sea- 
son than ever they had before." The hope is 
expressed that faciuties may be given for feuing. 
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July 25. — ^"In consequence of oontribntions from 
tbe Second and StraUmairn diatricte, one of 
which has given £50 and the other £40, a 
very considerable improvement is making in 
the entrance to the town by Gkstle Street, 
a*bout a third (^ Uie acclivity of which from 
the pavement will be taken, away. The princi- 
pal advantage to these districts will arise from 
the greater facility with which lime and manure 
can De conveyed to them, but the convenience 
to the town will be great.'* The work seems 
to have been carried out under the direction of 
a Committee, formed for the relief of the un- 
employed. Incidentally we learn that cattle 
markets were held somewhere near the top of 
Oastle Street. 

Ibid. — ^The Excise had a conflict at the wood of 
Spittal, in Rose-shire, with a party which wa« 
endeavouring to convey smuggled salt from 
the West Coast to the Inverness markets. The 
officers captured 20 horses, with a bag of salt 
each. In the struggle one of the smuggling 

Earty was severely wounded, and one of the 
orses killed. 

August 1. — ^"The circulating medium was so 
scarce that there was litUe business of any 
description transacted at the market held here 
last week." 

Ibid. — ^"Tbe stock farmers in the Counties of 
Sutherland and Caithness having now brought 
their flocks to that extra t and perfection that 
they annuallv export to the English market 
better than fourteen thousand CSieviot sheep, 
and fifteen thousand stones of Cheviot wo<m, 
they think it of importance to establish an 
annual meeting for the purpose of competition 
in stock, of rewarding the best shepheras, and 
for establishing a fair for the sale of tups and 
choice ewe stock." The meetimg was fixed for 
the 2ou. of Auffust, at the Kvle of Sutherland, 
being the week of the annual cattle market 
there, and was duly held on that date. 

August 8. — Died, on the 23rd ult., the Rev. 
lliomas Bain, Rector of the Academy of Fort- 
rose. 

Ibid.— ''At Knockbain, parish of Kirkhill, 
on tbe 3rd inst., John Fraser, aged 
102 years. He fought under the ban- 
ner of the Chief of the dan at Culloden, 
and on many other occasions; he has been 
always a careful, sober man; he could, till 
within the last two years, dance a Highland 
reel with as much spirit aa a man of tldrty 
years of age, had a very extensive memory, 
and would rehearse many anecdotes regarding 
his Chiefs exploits." 
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August 22.— Mr Qilchruit, marble and stoue 
cutter, "a craft hitherto unknown in this 
quarter," beg&n businefls in Invernesi. He 
was the first to introduce his trade to Aber- 
deen, about thirty years before, and still main- 
tained a large establishment taere. 

September 12.— Six feet of water were admitted 
into the Caledonian Canal from Loch-Ness, to 
facilitate the conveyance of materials from 
ChichDahairy for building the locks at the west 
end. **0n Tuesday a sioop, with 300 barrels 
of coal, waa dragsed by a pair of horses from 
Clachnaharry to Loch-Ness." 

Ibid.— "Died, at Dornoch, on the 23rd ult., at 
the advanced age of 9o years, John Barclay, 
Esq., Dean of Ghiild. He was on the Magis- 
tracy of that ancient burgh for the last 47 
years. The strictest attention to Uie interest 
of the community in the disdiarse of the duties 
of his office, tlie most inflezime integrity in 
every branch of business, and the uniformity of 
his general character gained him the love and 
esteem of his friends and fellow-citixens." 

September 19. — "The Marquis of Huntly's party 
has shot this season upwards of 1400 brace of 
grouse; and. notwithstanding the very wet 
weather, Uie Marquis of Tavistock shot in three 
days 40, 46, and 51 brace." 

Ibid.— **The True Highlanders Fete was this year 

S receded by the revival of the Ancient Gale- 
onian Hunt, which lasted for three suocessiye 
days, and, including the Committee meeting, 
occupied the whole week. This noble recrea- 
tion produced less venison than was antici- 
pated, Uiough <|uite as many shots were fired, 
Dall practice being less sure with most High- 
landers than it was with their ancestors; yet 
some of the roe deer fell in capital st}de at 
the height of their speed." The writer of the 
paragraph (a correspondent) glorifies Qlen- 
garry. "Such was the enthusiastic feeling 
abroad," that a gentleman named Macintyre 
took the silver dirk from his own side and pre- 
sented it to the young heir of Glengarry; 
and when the boy refused it. the gentleman 
sent it to Glengarry, begging nim to accept it 
on behalf of his son, "as the Macintrres claimed 
the Chief of the Macdonells as the Chief of 
their blood likewise and the author of their 
race." AH which and much more of a similar 
kind is freely punctuated with italics. The 
frequent communications about this Society 
8eem either to have been written by Glengarry 
himself, or to have been sent by some one in 
his immediate drde. 
Ibid.— "Here, on the 9th inst. [died] Jean Robert- 
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•on. Thia extraorditiary character uiuallv 
employed herself in gathering dulse and shelf- 
fish, with which she occupied her station in 
the market, until within a few days of her 
death. She would occasionally take a trip to 
tihe country to retail tea, and was not ashamed 
to beg ai times. After her dea4Ji, upwards of 
£60 in bank bills and £3 in silver were found 
in her apartment, which she had completely 
filled witQ clothes, provkions, and fuel, piled 
up to the roof, leaving only about four feet 
round the fire-place of vacant space; yet the 
poor wretch appeared iu the same tattered 
garb upwards of 20 years, and is supposed 
to have shortened the period of her existence 
by abstaining from the common necessaries of 
life." 

Ibid. — ^An Auxiliary of the Edinburgh Society 
for the Education of Deaf and Dumb Children 
was established at Inverness. 

September 26. — James Kobertson re-elected Pro- 
vost of Inverness. 

October 3. — "On Saturday last a sloop and a 
barge, laden with coals, went throueb the 
Caledonian Canal to Fort-Augustus, having 
lain for some hours below the Muirtown draw- 
bridge. The inhabitants of Inverness were 
apprised of the circumstance, and the novelty 
soon attracted a vast concourse of all ranks 
and ages; the banks were literally lined with 
spectators on this occasion." 

Ibid.— James Fowler of Qranfe and Wellfield 
elected Provost of Fortrose ; William Murray, 
banker, elected Provost of Tain. 

Ibid. — ^Barbara MacKay, prisoner in the TcHbooth 
of Inverness, under a respite during pleasure, 
had her sentence commute into two years' im- 
prisonment, commencing with the date of her 
conviction. 

October 10. — "At last the monster Self-election 
has received a wound; the Royal Warrant is 
issued for a poll election of Miaffistrates at Mon- 
trose." The "Journal" spewi strongly in 
favour of the neoessity for "emancipation'* in 
Inverness. Its columns in this and other issues 
are full of criticisms of local doings. 

October 24. — Among those present at the North- 
ern Meeting were the Marquis and Marchioness 
of Huntly, Lord and Lady Saltoun. the Hon. 
Mrs Stewart Mackenzie of Seafortn and Mr 
Stewart Mackenzie; Colonel Maodonell of 
Qlengarry and Mrs Maodonell. Glengarry 
was in the complete xj.ighlaud garb, Mlted 
plaid, broadsword, pistols, dirk, Ac. Horse 
races were held at Fort-George. 

October 31.— Tlho Guild-brethren of Inverness 
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met and appointed a Committee to wait on 
tiie Provoat, and present a petition for the re- 
covery of Uieir nghtfl. It is stated that the 
Provost ''received the deputation with hia 
wonted politeness, and stated that he would 
lay the petiUon before the Town Council." Id 
the same issue there is an advertisement of "a 
letter addressed to the Guild-brethren of In- 
verness on the subject of Burgh RefOTm, Ly 
Niel McNess.'' To this was annexed a form of 
petition. 

Ibid. — ^A movement for reform was also on foot 
at Forres, and a protest had been lodged against 
the recent election of Magistrates and Council- 
lors there. The burgesses and Guild-brethren 
were denied admission to the Court-house to 
make their protest at the Michaelmaa Head 
Court, but tney took their stand in the High 
Street, and read their protest at the door. A 
Committee was appointed to take measures to 
obtain redress. It is stated by the Forres cor- 
respondent that ''besides the demon of self- 
election which is so justly complained of, it is 
not held requisite by the present system here 
to have even the majority of Councillors resi- 
dent within the burgh ; and at last election the 
three bailies, Dean of Guild, Treasurer, and 
one councillor were all that the good town was 
considered capable of furnishing. The Protest 
bore that — "The Person elected as Provost, and 
n majority at least of those elected as council- 
lors, are neither merchants, traffickers, nor 
inhabitants within the said burgh, nor do in 
any way come within the description of persons 
eligible to be elected as Provost or Councillors 
by the Acts of Parliament," &c. Complaint is 
made that the Provost was, at least at the time 
of his election. Provost of the burghs of CuUen 
and Elgin, "offices the conjunction of which in 
one individual is most unconstitutional and 
Ulecal, and to all interests and purposes dis- 
qmuified' him from being elected as Provost of 
our said burgh, even if otherwise eligible." The 
Forres burgesses had undoubtedly reason to 
protest. 

November 7. — At a Committee meeting of the 
Bible Society, the Treamirer was instructed to 
remit £100 to the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, being nearlv the whole amount of the 
fmids in their bands. An application for 20 
Bibles to poor children attending Raining's 
School was sustained. 

Ibid.— On the 21st inst., tihe Trafalgar Qub dined 
at Maclean's Inn at Forres to celebrate the anni- 
versary of the battle. Thomas Dick Lauder of 
Belugas was in the chair, supported by the 
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Karquis of Hnntly and the Rev. J(An Mac- 
donea. The following was one of the toasts : 
— ^'*The Prison of St Helena, and may the tarn- 
keys be always on the alert." On the motion 
of the Chairman, the name was changed from 
"Club" to "Trafalgar Meeting." and the mar- 
quis of Hontly was elected Patron. 
IlHd.~Died, at Belfast, on the 18th October, 
Sergeant Alexander Cameron, pipe-major of the 
92Dd or Qordon Highlanders. "His merits as a 
performer on the mghland bagpipe were gener- 
ally acknowledged, but they could only be duly 
appreciated by those who felt the inspiring 
effects of his animating strains on the toilsome 
march or amid the uiunder of battle. He 
served in the Peninsula during the whole of 
the late war, and by his zeal attracted the notice 
of several officers of high rank. lieut. -General 
Sir William Erskine, in a letter to a friend after 
the affair of Rio del Molinas, says — ^The first 
intimation the enemy had of our approach was 
the piper of the 92nd playing "Hey Johnny 
Cope are ye waukin* yet?" To this favourite 
air from Cameron's pipe the streets of 
Brussels re-echoed on the night of the 
15th June, when the regiment assem- 
bled to march out to the field of 
Waterloo. How many a brave fellow heard 
it then for ihe last time ! Once, and once only, 
was this brave 8ol<tier missed in his accustomed 
place in the front of the battle, and the occa- 
sion strongly marks the powerful influence 
which the love of fame had upon his mind. 
In a London newspaper a very flattering 
eulogium had appeared on the conduct of a 
piper of another regiment. Our gallant 
musician, anxious that no one should surpass him 
in zeal or intrepidity, felt hurt that he shoald 
not also have gained this flattering distinction, 
and declared that 'if his name did not appear 
in the newspapers he would no more play on 
the battlefield.' Accordingly, in the next affair 
with the enemy, Cameron s pipe [at first] was 
mute! Some insinuation against the piper 
reached his ear. The bare idea of his conduct 
being misunderstood was torture to poor 
Cameron, and overcame at once the sullen re- 
solution ne had formed of remaining silent in 
the rear. He rushed forward, and not con- 
tent with gaining his place at the head of 
the regiment, advanced with a party of 
skirmiwers, and placing himself on a height, in 
full view of the enemy, continued to animate 
the partv by playing favourite national airs. 
For the last two years his health sensibly de- 
clined. He was afflicted with an asthma which 
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the blowing of the bagpipe tended to aggravate. 
Notwithstanding, he could not be induced to 
resign his favourite employment, but continued 
till very lately to play 'The Gathering' for the 
daily assembly of the regiment. His remains 
weie attended to the grave by several officers, 
all the non-commiflsioned officers, and the 
grenadier company to which he belonged" 

November 14.— The death of the Princess Char- 
lotte, which plunsed the whole nation into 
moumin'T. is recorded' in this issue. 

Ibid. — ^An advertisement OADOunces that on the 
4th December a new weekly paper, entitled 
"The Inverness Courier," will appear. All 
orders are to be addressed to the publisher, W. 
Ettles, bookseller, Inverness; Mr Andrew 
Sievwright, editor; or Messrs Newton k Co., 
news agents, London. 

Ibid — The Nairnshire Harvest Home Meeting 
was held in Richardson's Inn, Nairn, on the 
31st ult., attended by the County gentiy. **The 
dancing (of which a variety was euibited from 
the French Quadrille to the old Scottish Bump- 
kin) was kept up with great spirit to an early 
hour." Colonel Rose of Kilravock presided at 
the supper. 

Ibid.— "Lhr Donald Macaskill, of the Island of 
Eigg, and the Rev. Mr Eraser, minister of the 
Small Isles, were unfortunately drowned off 
Eigg on the 24th ult. They were proceeding 
from Arisaig to Eigg in a l>oatj when, by the 
starting of a plank, the boat instantly^ sank, 
and they, witn the two boatmen, perished. 
Dr Macaskill left a widow and ten children. A 
subsequent paragranh states that the boatmen 
were rescued. 

November 21. — ^It is stated that an Inverness 
Town Councillor, Mr James Lyon, had* declared 
himself in favour of the aboution of self-elec- 
tion, and had written a letter on the subject 
to the Provost and another to the Town Coun- 
cil. No answer having been returned to the 
petition of the Guild-brethren, they had with- 
drawn it, and now claimed the entire renovation 
of the Burgh set and a poll election ; "and we 
understand that under the drcomstances of some 
members of the Magistracy being considered 
illegally appointed, the object is to disfranchise 
the Burgh.^' The Lord Advocate, Mr Cran- 
stoun, and Mr JefiFrey had been employed on 
behalf of the burgesses. 

Ibid. — "Some oak trees were lately discovered in 
deepening the channel of the Caledonian Canal 
through Loch-Dochfour. These were in seven 
feet of water and buried under a depth of ten 
feet of gravel. After injuring the dredging 
machine, with a power of 30 tons, another of 

17 
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60 was applied, wliich succeeded in dragginff to 
the surface three trees of very large size. One 
of them is of a magnitude altogether beyond 
the ordinary growth of this country in the 
present day : it is in circumference 204 ^^^ ** 
the insertion of the limbs, 3 in number, and 14 
feet 2 inches at the root end. One of the limbs 
is 8 feet 11 inches in circumference, and the 
three trees measure 198 solid feet; the wood 
appears to be perfectly fresh and sound." 

Ibid. — ^The Nairn Friendly Society subscribed £20 
towards the erection of a pier at Nairn. 

November 28. — ^This issue contains the text of 
the petition submitted by t&e Guild-brethren of 
Inverness to the Town Council, claiming the 
right to elect their own Dean of Guild, and to 
manage and dispose of their own funds. By 
this time the petition had been considered by 
the Town Council, and Provost Robertson sent 
the following reply to one of the petitioners : — 
"Agreeable to my promise, I laid the petition 
of yourself and other members of the Guildry 
before the Town Council yesterday ; and I have 
to intimate to you, for the information of the 
gentlemen interested, that the Council refuse 
your desire." 

Ibid. — Died, on 1st May, at TVavancore, India, in 
the 58th year of his age. Captain Thomas 
Arthur, of the Engineer Corps, Madtas Estab- 
lishment, son of the Rev. Mr Arthur, Resolis, 
Ross-shire. Ca{>tain Arthur began his military 
career under General Harris in the campaign of 
1799, and was one of the party which that year 
stormed Seringapatam. He remained in India 
till his death, and was frequently mentioned in 
military orders. 

December 6. — ^The Guild-brethren of Inveme«» 
resolved to raise a subscription to enable tliem 
to take legal aotaon for the vindication of their 
claims. A sum of £430 was speedily subscribed. 
In Wick, Dingwall, and Elgin, movements had 
begun on behalf of burgh rSform. 

Ibid. — "Died lately, in the Scots College, Paris, 
deservedly kmented, Rev. John Farquharson, 
superior. He was long Principal or Head of the 
Scots College at Douay, in Flanders, which 
he was forced to abandon at the period of the 
Revolution, and went to Glasgow, where he 
remained many years, officiating as Catholic 
clergyman, and was much esteemed for his 
modesty and humility, and as an honest man." 
Ibid. — "On the 13tb of June last, at Kakundy, on 
the Rio Munez, in Upper Guinea, on his return 
from the interior of Africa, Captain Thomas 
Campbell, of the Ro^l Staff Corps, then com- 
manding the expedition intended to explore the 
course of the Niger." The expedition, which 
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suffered seyerelj from the climate, was intended 
in some degree to trace the route of the famous 
traveller, Mun^o Park. Captain Campbell was 
a native of Caithness. 

December 12. — To a correspondent who inquires 
about the increase of legal distilleries, the 'VTour- 
nal" gives some information. **In Ross-shire, 
we are glad to observe, thej are making con- 
siderable progress though there alone ; we be- 
lieve there are at present in that shire one of 
400 gallons, one of 200, one of 80, 
and one of 40, and there is also one 
establishing at Fortrose of 200, and 
another at Teaninich of the same content ; there 
ore two of 40 gallons each in Morayshire, one 
of 40 gallons in Caithness, and one establishing 
of 80 gallons in Nairnshire. There are none 
in Inverness-shire.'' At A^ingwall the previous 
week seversd persons had b€«n fined* £20 each 
for illicit distillation. 

December 19. — "The Trades of Inverness have 
established for the benefit of their members a 
newsroom, which was opened yesterday under 
the denomination of the ClachnacotiB RetidiAg 
Room." The above spelling is frequently, 
though not invariably, given to our palladium m 
the "Journal." 

Ibid. — From a letter in this issue we find that the 
bursh officers and the local hangman were in 
the habit of going round every Chiistmas morn- 
ing for Christmas boxes. Jack Ketch demanded 
a fee of sixpence, a shilling, or half-a-crown, 
"just as he thinks you can afford" ; and if he 
did not get what he asked he was wont to be 
insolent. "Now, in the name of wonder, what 
right has Jack to lay the inhabitants under 
contribution? He says for ringing the fish 
bell ; but is he not allowed for this a fish from 
every creel that is brought to market? Per- 
haps for keepiuff the streets clear of beggars; 
for this duty (wnile he chose to perform it) he 
was allowedf from the beggars' fund a shilling 
for every beggar he turned out of town. I 
cannot therefore conceive on what ground this 
man is permitted to molest us, unlets it be, 
indeed, to make up for the 3s 4d a bead for 
flogging unfortunate women through the 
streets, which he has been deprived of by Act of 
Parliament. Even with this deduction, I think 
that his salary and perquisites ere from £50 to 
£60 a^year." 



Mr Suter, in his Memorabilia, under date 1817, 
notes that the new bridse was repaired at a cost 
of £852. paid by the Burgh, and that Bridge 
Street was widened and improved at private «x- 
pente. 
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No. xn 

The first number of the Intbrnsss Coubukr 
was issued on the 4th of December 1817. We 
haye the prospectus of the paper before us, 
dated 31st October of the same year. It is 
entitled ''Prospectus of a newspaper to be 
published weekly at Inyemess, and to be 
called The Inverness Courier' and Greneral 
Advertiser for the Counties of Inverness, Ross, 
Moray, x>iaim, Cromarly, Sutherland, and 
Caithness." This is the full title still borne 
on the front page, except that the name of 
Cromarty is placed earlier in the list. At the 
time when the paper was projected there was 
strong party feeling in the burgh, springing, 
not from politics, but from local questions on 
which the older paper, the Journal, expatiated 
at great length and with much vehemence. 
The promoters of the Courier announced that 
they stood " upon open, neutral, independent 
ground," and that they were '' resolved to 
speak their own minds boldly, and afford to 
others the means of doing so likewise, on every 
subject of public interest, under no other 
restraint than those imposed by a regard for 
personal feelings and for the rules of decorum 
and good taste." In discussing measures of 
national policy the prospectus promised that 
the new paper would " neither be fiercely in- 
temperate nor tamely induierent.'' The 
policy thus foreshadowed was very fairly car- 
ried out. On national questions there was 
little to choose between the two organs. Both 
supported the Government and the Constitu- 
tion (the latter word in those days was in 
frequent use), but their tone was moderate 
and by no means reactionary. The following 
paragraph from the prospectus sets forth the 
chief aims of the promoters of the Courier : — 
" In the colamna of the Inverness Courier will 
be found the political events of the times — ^the 
debates of the senate — ^proceedings of the courts 
of justice— remarkable occurrences throughout the 
civiUsed world — ^naval and military intelligence — 
commercial and agricultural lists and repoits, 
and all the otho- ordinary contents of a newspaper. 
But the interest and variety of its provincial 
news will form its distinguishing feature — The 
earliest and most correct intelligence on local sub- 
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jects will be assiduously collected from all parts 
of the country ; and' the assistance which the 
Projectors are offered encourages them to promise 
largely in the department of Original Communica- 
tion. They are solicitous to direct the attention 
of their countrymen to the investigation of the 
history and antiquities of tlie Northern Counties. 
— Much also remains to be said in delineation of 
the local scenery of this mountainous district ; and 
the change of manners has been so rapid and so 
marked during the last century, as to present a 
Hue field for striking description and interesting 
anecdote. The Miueralogr of the country has 
been very imperfectly explored. Occasional in- 
sular notices on this subject may draw the atten- 
tion of scientific persons, and lead to very 
important and beneficial results — ^To such com- 
munications the columns of the Courier shall be 
always open. Useful inventions in the arts and 
sciences will be regularly noticed, and early 
selections from new, popular, and expensive works 
will be frequently given. The Projectors further 
pledge themselves freely to administer, and im- 
partially to apply, ssdutary remedies for the 
correction of public abuses, with a solicitude pro- 
portioned to tne extent and urgency of the evu.** 

In May 1881 an Inverness man, the late 
Sir W. P. Andrew, Chairman of the Scinde, 
Delhi, and Punjaub Railway, contributed some 
reminiscences regarding the establishment of 
the paper. He stated that as a boy at school 
he well remembered hearing that the Courier 
was resolved on one evening after supper in 
his father's house in Church Street. He was 
sure that Mr Ferguson, afterwards Provost, 
was of the party, and he thought also Mr 
Innes, of the Grocery. *The paper was for 
many years printed and published over Ettles's 
shop in the High Street, in a house the pro- 
perty of my father, which afterwards was mine. 
The first editor was Mrs Johnstone, the author 
of several novels, such as 'Elisabeth de Bruce,' 
*Clan Alpin,' and *Meg Dods' Cookery Book,' 
&c. This lady afterwards edited Tait's Maga- 
zine. Mrs Johnstone was assisted in her 
labours by her husband, an old schoolmaster 
and good grammarian. As a bov it was my 
fortune to be boarded with them.*' From the 
first the paper had a literary character, and 
in its early issues there are long reviews of 
Scott's novel "Rob Roy," then newly pub- 
Ushed. The late Dr Cairuthers did not be- 
come editor until 1828, rather more than ten 
years after tlie paper was started. 
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The Courier in its early years consisted of 
four pages, five columns in each or twenty in 
all. The page was four inches shorter than 
the present size. The price per copy was 
sevenpenoe, the same as its contemporary at 
the time, though the original price of the 
Journal was sixpence. Thursday was selected 
as the day of publication for the Courier, and 
the impnnt was as follows: — 'Trinted and 
Published (for himself and other proprietors) 
by W. Ettles, bookseller, Inverness, to whom 
all oommunications are to be addressed. 
Orders will be received by Mr Sievwright, 
Edinburgh, and Messrs Newton & Co., War- 
wick Square, London. Price £1 128 per 
annum credit, and £1 lOs when paid in ad- 
vance." 

We have followed the file of the Journal to 
the close of 1817, and do not think it neces- 
sary to cull extracts from the Courier for the 
month of its issue during that year. We 
begin with 1818, and hope in due time to 
bring index and annals down to the end of the 
century. 

From the ** Inverness Oourier.** 
1818. 

January 1. — ^A report is given of the proceedings 
on tne retirement of Sir William Grant, who 
had with distinction filled the office of Master 
of the Rolls for over sixteen years. Sir Wil- 
liam waa bom at Elchies» on the banks of the 
8pey, in 1752, and died in 1832. His father 
James Qrant, was a sm^dl farmer in Morayshire, 
and afterwards became CoUector of Customs in 
the Isle of Man. On the death of his parents, 
William was taken care of by bis uncle, a 
wealthy London merchant. He was educated at 
the Elgin Granunar School^ at King*s College, 
Aberdeen, and at the University of Leyden, 
and afterwards passed for the English Bar at 
Lincoln's Inn. He represented the County of 
Banff in Parliament from 1796 to 1812. 
"Grant was one of the few lawyers who made 
a great reputation in the House of Commons." 
(See Dictionary of National iiiography). 

Ibid. — ^The occupier of a small farm in the County 
of Nairn was tried before a Justice of Peace 
Court, for an assault on a poor woman, a neigh- 
bour whom he believed to be guilty of bewitch- 
ing his son. The father tried to counteract the 
supposed witchcraft by "scoring the woman 
above the breath,** in cnis instance scratching 
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her forehead wifh a pin. "In comdderation of 
certain drcumitances/' which are not men- 
tioned, the Justices limited the penalty to a 
fine of £2, with expenses, intimating that in 
future they would punish with rigour all such 
"absurd and unlawful practices." 

Ibid. — Mr Mackinnon of Uorry and Colonel Mac- 
donald of Lvnedale had erected two distilleries 
in Skye. The size of each still was 100 gallon.s. 
About the same date a seizure of malt and 
whisky was made in Kintail, the officers de- 
stroying at least £150 worth of wash and 
utensils. 

January 8. — ^"We learn that the building of 
the piers at the Feny of Invergordon wiQ be 
carried into effect during the season. The esti- 
mated expense is litUe more than £1000.** 

January 15. — ^A paragraph describes improve- 
ments which had been effected on the Inverness 
Harbour. Previously the Harbour would not 
admit loaded vessels of a size above 130 tons 
burthen. It was now capable of admitting 
ships of 400 or 500 tons. From subsequent 
paragraphs we gather that the notice refers to 
the Thombush pier. 

Ibid. — "Government has lately granted £500 in 
aid of certain funds oontributid and collected 
by the gentlemen of Skve in behalf of the starv- 
ing population of that island. It ought to be men- 
tioned to the honour of that worthy patriot and 
friend of the poor, Charles Grant, Esq., M.P., 
that to his indefatigable exertions and per- 
sonal representation to Lord Liverpool, the 
poor of Skye are chiefly indebted for this last 
and most seasonable supply.** 

Ibid. — ^It is stated that a mine of plumbago or 
graphite had been discovered in Glenstrath- 
farar. It was situated in a schistose rock close 
to the Farrar, and several tons of it had been 
turned out the previous summer. 

Ibid.— "On the 24th ult, died Mrs Fraser, aged 
103 vears. She was born in Lochaber, but has 
resided in Kilmarnock for more than forty 
years. Her maiden name was Christina Mac- 
lachlan ; and what is most singular, her High- 
land pride would never allow her to learn one 
word of EngUsh.'* 

January 22.— Violent gales created great damage. 
The bridge at Torgoil over the Morrison had 
been broken down, and it is stated that felled 
trees, belonging to a Greenock Company, to 
the number of 10.000, had been swept down bv 
the river to IxxA-Ness. In a previous issue it 
was reported that Aberdeen had lost 24,000 tons 
of Aipping bv the gales. 

Ibid.— "Alexander Brodie, Esq., father to the 
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Marchioness of Huntly, died on the morning of 
the 15th inst., at his house in South Audley 
Street, Qrosrenor Square, London.*' 

January 29. — ^It is stated that the fund raised in 
Inyemess for the relief of the unemployed dur- 
ing the winter of 1816 and 1817 amounted in 
subscriptions from individuals and donations 
from public bodies to the sum of £513. No 
fewer than 185 persons, with families dependent 
on them, were employed by this fund, and at 
the same time public improvements were 
effected. "Elegant and commodious roads have 
been made on both banks of the river; and 
extensive footpaths have been formed which 
certainly add much to the comfort and to the 
health of the inhabitants." 

Ibid. — "Mr Lewis Bayne, officer of Excise, lately 
discovered a private still in Abriachan under 
very singular circumstances. It was in a vault 
excavatS in a rock which formed the founda- 
tion of a house. The floor of the apartment 
above it was paved, and likewise covered with 
a bed of clay to the depth of 18 inches, to pre- 
vent noise. The entrance was from the stank 
or gutter of an adjoining byre. The smoke was 
conveyed into the common chimney of the 
house.** Mr Bayne made his way to the spot 
by digging and boring, and among other utensils 
found a tun capable of containing 400 gallons. 

Ibid. — ^A daring theft is reported from Auchter- 
awe, near Fort-Augustus. Two men " said to 
be from the western extremity of Lochaber," 
drove off at midday 101 sheep from the farm, 
and marched openly with them throusrh Fort- 
Augustus on the high road to Fort-William. 
They stopped for refreshments at the Inn of 
Laggan, where a person who knew the sheep*8 
marks suspected them, and, plying them with 
whisky, sent a messenger to the shepherds. At 
the last moment the thieves, though without 
their spoil, made their escape in a way suffi- 
ciently remarkable. "An individual of their 
own clan or name, which we forbear to men- 
tion, having learned their embarrassment, con- 
trived to jom their company, and shortly after- 
wards ^accidentally* snuffed out the candle. 
Amid the darkness and confusion which ensuerl 
the thieves took the liberty to withdraw." 

February 6. — "An amusing petition has been pre- 
sented to the Magistrates and Town Council of 
Inverness, signed by almost sixty boys attend- 
ing Raining*s School, in which the petitioners 
deeply deplore some blunders lately committed 
in their attempts to entertain the congregation 
of the English Church with a tune after the 
forenoon service. They attribute their failure 
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to the want of music bo<^, and therefore 
earnestly pray to be supplied with them. We 
understand this humble request has been 
granted, and the Church Treasurer has been 
instructed immediately to furnish the number 
of books required.'* 

Ibid. — Typhus feyer was at this time meJdng 
great havoc in Forres. There had previously 
been a severe outbreak in several parts of Ire- 
land. 

February 19. — Died at Torbreck, on \he 13th 
inst./in the 76rti year of her age, Mrs Ann 
Russell, wife of Alexander Fraser, Esq.. of 
TorBreck. The paragraph speaks in very high 
terms of her piety and kindness. 

February 26. — On Tuesday, 17th, as persons were 
employed clearing the ground for a new church 
nt Dunfermline, the coffin and bones of King 
Robert Bruce were discovered. The discover\' 
created much interest. 

March 5. — There is a notice of the death of Mr 
Dempster of Dunnichen, who represented the 
Angus-shiro Burghs during many Parliaments, 
and was known as "The Independent Member** 
of the House nf Commons. After his retirement 
from Parjiament, Mr Dempster resided for 
several years at his brother's residence of Skibo, 
in SutJierland. His efforts were directed to the 
agricultural improvement of the district. He 
erected two cotton mills at Spinninedale, on 
the Dornoch Firth. They were, however, too 
remote to be successful. 

March 12. — An extract from a Parliamentary 
paper gives nn account of the progress made 
with the mads in Sutherland, some of which 
were completed and others approaching com- 
pletion. A special paragraph describe.* the 
works at the Mound, and the difficulties which 
had been encountered and overcome. 

Ibid. — "Colonel Grant of Grant, besides making a 
considerable deduction from the rents of his 
tenants, has on a large scale supplied t^ie dis- 
trict with which he is more immediately con- 
nected with meal, which has been sold out to 
the tenants at prime cost. The cruel advantage 
which in seasons of scarcity is sometimes taken 
of the inhabitants of inland districts is but too 
well known. We therefore welcome everv op- 
portunity of paying our slender tribute of sin- 
cere admiration to those Highland proprietors 
who, l?ke Colonel Grant in the present instance, 
consider t se case of the poor.** Sir i?5neas 
Mackintosh of Mackintosh and other proprie- 
tors gave abf)Ut the same time large reductions 
of rent. On the whole, however, matters 
seemed to be improving. 

18 
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Ibid. — ^A large vessel, the If inerva, of New York, 
put in at Ullapool in a disabled state, and was 
there destroyed by fire. In less than three 
hours £150,000 worth of goods was consumed. 
'^Fragments of silk and goods of all descriptions 
were washed- ashore from the wreck." 
March 19. — ^Application was made to the Court 
of Session to reduce the election of the Town 
Council of Inverness. The petitioners objected 
to the election on the ground that three of the 
members of Council were not eligible under the 
"set" or constitution of the burgh, as they were 
"neither trafficking merchants nor maltmen." 
Questions affecting the elections in Edinburgh 
and Aberdeen were at the san» time before the 
Court. 
Ibid. — ^**0n Tuesday se'enight, one of the men 
employed in cutting a road through the ruins 
of the* Castle of Dingwall, the stronghold of the 
Earls of Ross, found a massive gold ring set 
with a single large diamond. It was discovered 
six feet beneath the surface, and within three 
feet of the foundation of the outer wall of the 
building. Although it bears no inscription, 
it may be inferred from the workmanship that 
it was made in an age when the arts were in 
their infancy. The diameter is 9-lOths of an 
inch within, and one inch when measured over.*' 
March 26. — ^There is a summary of an interesting 
paper read at the Royal Society of Edinburgh 
by Mr Thomas Dick Lauder of Relugaa (or 
iJauder Dick, as he was called at thin time), on 
the Parallel Roads of Glen Roy. The writer 
concluded that the roads were formed by lakes 
that had sunk to different levels, and he ad- 
vanced hypotheses as to the nature of the bar- 
riers. The idea of an ice barrier had not 
occurred at this time. 
Ibid. — ^An advertisement shows that the estate of 
Sanquhar at Forres was at this time known by 
the name of Birdi^yards. 
Tbid. — ^A large meeting assembled at Tain and 
^-.-Tmed a Highland Soriety for the counties of 
Ross. Cromarty, and Sutherland. Those who 
attended the meeting were "clad in the oomplote 
costume of their respective clans." 
April 2. — Abriachan again figiirps as a notorious 
place of smuggling. The Exoine officers found 
a number of illicit utensils in a cavern, nnd 
two stills in an adjoining birch wood. They 
were attacked by the people rolling down stones 
from the rfy»ks, and a party of armed men had 
to be sent to the top for their protertion. 
Tbid. — A parain^ph quoted from the "Cnnrant" 
savB : — "liast- year Oovemnient sent down corn 
to the distressed Highlanders in Inverness and 
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its neighbourhood, but being entirely destitute 
of mills for grinding it, they were under the 
necessity of returning the com. A few hori- 
zontal wind-mills will soon pay for themselves, 
and their singular and extensive usefulnesR will 
be speedily and powerfully experienced. They 
would cost from £100 to £200 each, according 
to size." 

Ibid. — ^A public meeting wa« held at Inverness, 
Mr Fraser of Relig in the chair, to express their 
conhdenco in Provost Robertson and their in- 
dignation at attacks made upon him in certain 
newspaper letters and paragraphs. 

Ibid. — "Married, on the Z9th Majt;h, at Heighin- 
tou, in the County of Durham, Duncan George 
Forbes, Esq. of Culloden, to Sarah, daugiiter 
of the late Kev. Joseph Walker, of Lanchester." 

April 9. — "The whole population of this county 
was so effectually drained by the late war that 
females had gained a predominating and 
threatening ascendency in the scale of society. 
A mechanic in Cumpbelltown, near Fort- 
George, has done much to restore the equili- 
brium — shaving lately christened his ninth son 
in succession, all of whom are in life." 

Ibid. — ^A letter in this issue mentions several in- 
teresting facte. There were two hemp manu- 
factories in the town, and one woollen factory, 
which produced tartan stuffs only. The other 
had been ffiven up for some years. Five vessels 
weie employed in the London trade. There 
were three printing offices in the town. 

April 16. — ^A heavy and protracted snow-storm 
had been experienced in the Highlands during 
the winter and spring. A paragraph in this 
issue says that "the loss of sheep on Highland 
farms has been latterly beyond calculation." 

April 23. — "Died, at Delnies, near Nairn, on the 
3rd inst. in the 104th year of his age, John 
lleid, supposed to be the oldest soldier in hi:) 
Majestv's dominions, having entered the service 
in the 2nd Battalion of the Koyal Scots 88 years 
ago." There is a notice of this veteran in our 
notes of 1811. He fousht at Dettingen, Fon- 
tenoy, Culloden, at Wa«a in Holland, and under 
Wolfe at Quebec. "At the peace of 1763 he was 
honourably discharged from the Royal Scots, 
and was appointed to the Independent Company 
of Invalids at Fort-George. About this time, 
being nearly 70 years of age, he took to himself 
a helpmate, by whom he hi^ a family of sons and 
daugliters, whom he brought up in habits of 
virtue and industry ; three o£ his sons survive 
him, who are idl in the army: his youngest, a 
young man of great promise, is a sergeant in 
the 93rd or Sutherland Highlanders. Eeid was 
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a native of Fordjce, in the county of Banff; 
W&8 of middle size, well made, and of an open 
and prepossessing countenance; his judgment, 
natuially vigorous, seemed no ways impaired 
with age ; and his memory, though heedless of 
'modern saws and instances,' was more reten- 
tive than that of most men at half his age." It 
is stated that his strength was such that in spite 
of his great aee, he scarcely passed a day with- 
out walking three or four miles, and to the day 
of his death he was able, without the aid of 
glasses, to read his Bible. The writer of the 
notice suggests that the people of Nairn and 
Fort-George should place a stone over the aged 
soldier's grave. 

Ibid. — ^'*Di€d, at Inverness, on the 7th inst , Alex- 
ander Fraser, Esq., merchant, who in the vari- 
ous connections and transactions of trade, in all 
tiie social aJid domestic relations, throughout a 
long and active life, uniformly supported the 
character of a consistent, practical Christian." 
The paragraph goes on to speak in unusually 
high terms of Mr Fraser's piety and good deeds. 

Ibid. — **Wc beg to inform a correspondent that 
no inhabitant of this town is liable to toll on 
either of the bridges of the Ness." Apparently, 
however, outsiders paid toll. 

Ibid. — ^A correspondent ^ves a summary of part, 
of the contents of Burt's I^etters, of which an 
edition had recently been published. The 
correspondent, comparing the Highlands in 
1818 witii tlieir condition in Burt's time, 
scarcely a hundred years before, says — "From 
Edinburgh to Inverness and from Inverness to 
John O'Groat's House, it is now possible to 
travel without crossing a ferrv or fording a 
river, or even encountering a descent where 
the necessity of using a dra^ chain is required." 
Besides the roads executed m the various coun- 
ties in virtue of their respective road Acts, the 
great lines of communication had been under- 
taken and executed at the joint expense of 
Qovemment and of the Highland proprietors. 
"By the last report of the Commissioners it 
appears that under the Act 44 George 3 Cap. 
75, they had nearly finished 960 miles of new 
roads and 1100 bridges, at an expense of about 
£427,500 sterling— one-half of which was con- 
tributed by the Government and the other half 
by the Highland proprietors. Of this immense 
sum, about £138,358 148 2d was laid out on the 
County of Inverness alone." 

April 30. — ^The anniversary of the Medical Society 
of the North was held on the 27th inst. Its 
affairs were in a prosperous condition. A pro- 
fessional library and a fund for the erection of 
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a building to accommodate the Society were 
commencS ; and a scale for the guidance of the 
public in settling accounts waa adopted. The 
following gentlemen were elected office-bearers 
for the ensuing year: — President — P. Macar- 
thur, Esq., Delnies; vice-presidents — N. Smith, 
M.D., Forres; William Kennedy, M.D., In- 
verness; Alexander Macdonald, M.D., Inver- 
ness. Council— J. Robertson, M.D., Inver- 
ness; J. £. Qray, do. , Inverness ; M. Bethune, 
surgeon, Inverness ; M. Bethune, do. ; J. Inglis 
Nicol, secretary. 
Ibid. — ^At tlie Circuit Court on the 28th, two men 
fiom Rothiemurchus were tried on a charge of 
having murdered Alexander Robertson, late 
ensign in the Royal Westminster Middle&ex 
Militia. It appears that a party dined at Dell, 
and afterwards adjourned to the Boat-house of 
Rothiemurchus, where they drank whisky toddy 
and indulged in a good deal of horseplay, which 
ended in a series of scuffles. The deceased re- 
ceived a blow on the temple which caused him to 
reel, and inflicted a wound from which blood 
proceeded. He walked three or four miles the 
same night, and several the following day; 
but then took to his bed, and died after linger- 
ing for five weeks. The question was whether 
there was any instrument in the hand of the 
man who inflicted' the blow. Apparently there 
was not. He was, however, convicted of 
culpable homicide and sentenced to 14 years* 
transportation. The report gives no evidence 
of any kind against his companion, and he was 
unanimously acquitted. Another curious case 
at tlie sanie Court was that of a man from 
Ross-shire, charged with the crime of attempt- 
ing to induce a physician to enter into a con- 
spiracy to administer poison to his wife. The 
accused pleaded guilty and was sentenced to 9 
months' imprisonment in the jail of Tain. A 
man aocuserl of sheep -stealing failed to appear, 
and was outlawed. The presiding Judge, Lord 
Gillies, expressed Ins regret that sheep-stealing 
was now Decerning alarmingly frequent, and 
he declared that if any persons were convicted 
of tlie crime the highest penalty of the law 
would be inflicted. He said that at the Aber- 
deen Circuit a young man, found guilty of 
sheep-stealing, had been condemned to death, 
although he was but 17 years of ajje. This 
sentence was actually carried into effect 
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No. xm. 

A General Election occurred in tlie summer 
of 1818, when Mr Charles Grant, senior, re- 
tired from the representation of the County, 
and the younger Charles, afterwards Lord 
Gleneig, succeeded him as County member. 
The latter, since November 1811, had repre- 
sented the Inverness District of Burghs, and 
was now succeeded by Mr George Cumming. 
The Highland Lady, daughter of Sir J. P. 
Grant of Rothiemurchus, has an interesting 
passage in her Reminiscences regarding the 
two Grants. Writing under date 1814 she 
says: — 

"There was a party at Belleville during some 
days when, for the first time to my recollection, 
1 saw him whom by courtesy for many years we 
continued to call young Charles Grant. Writing 
that once familial* name is pleasant to me, re- 
calling so much that was enjoyable, although some 
little that awakens regret, lie was no ordinary 
man, and to be so thoroughly estranged from one 
who had been quite a son of the house, a dear elder 
brother, is cause for grief in a world where few of 
us ever suit sufficiently for intimacy. There wa^ 
no fault on either part, it was merely that our 
paths through Ufe lay differently. His father iiud 
been with us most summers ; he was our county 
member, so had to come to look after poUtical 
interests. He was now intending to introduce bis 
son to the electors against the time when he 
should himself, from age or weariness, disincline 
to continue in Parliament. The north cotmtry 
owed him much; we got canals, roads, bridges, 
cadetshipe, and writerships in almost undue pro- 
portion. My father, his firm friend and most 
useful supporter, seldom applied' in vain for any- 
thing in the old Director's power to give. We 
had reason to be grateful for all his many kind- 
nesses, but he was never to any of us the delight- 
ful companion that we found his son. 

"Young Charles was at this time deeply in love 
with Emilia Cumming [of Altyre]. She was a 
lovely-looking woman — not a regular beauty, but 
more attractive than many handsome persons. Old 
Charles Grant had reasons for forbidding a mar- 
riage between them, and they were good ones, 
acquiesced in by his son, who yet had not the 
resolution to avoid her society. Year after vear 
he dangled about her till her youth and her beauty 
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went, and he fonndf absence no longer a difficulty. 
Neither of them married. 

"Mrs Macpherson [of Belleville] who had known 
him from a child, was really absurdly attached to 
him. She was anxious we should make an agree- 
able impression on each other. I do not remem- 
her that he spoke ten words to me, nor looked a 
second time at the childish girl quite overpraised 
to him. On mj part half a look was enough ; I 
thought him htd«ous, tall, thin, yellow, grave, 
with sandy hair, small light eyes, and a shy, awk- 
ward manner, though nearly as old as my father, 
and already of some note among clever men. 
These were the dear friends of other days ! We 
have often laughed over our introduction." 

The action which was raised at the instance 
of ivlr Jnmos Lyon for the reduction of the 
election of the Town Council and Magistrates 
of Inverness came to a close in December 
1818. The burgh was for a time disfranchised. 
The late James Suter sa3rs, under this yearns 
date : — "The late Magistrates were appointed 
by the Court of Session interim managers for 
two years, at the termination of which they 
were re-appointed." This is substantially, but 
not strictly, accurate. According to the set or 
constitution of the burgh framed in 1676 it 
was provided that ''all persons to be chosen 
Councillors or Magistrates in time coming, 
within this burgh, shall be actual residenters 
within the samen and liberties thereof, and 
actual trafficking merchants or maltment 
allenarly." The objection taken by Mr Lyon 
was that one Councillor (an ex-Provost) and 
two Bailies were neither trafficking merchants 
nor maltmen. The Magistrates contended 
that this supposed requisite had been abro- 
gated by usage and had fallen into desuetude. 
The Court of Session resolved to have the fol- 
lowing issue tried by jury : — **Wh ether it has 
boon an usage or practice in the Burgh of In- 
verness, for a period of forty years or upwards, 
to elect Magistrates or Councillors without re- 
gard to the fact whether the said persons were 
or were not at ihe period of such election 
nctual trafficking merchants or mnltment with- 
in the burgh." When the issue had been 
specified, the question arose as to where the 
trial should take place. The Provost and 
Mafi;istrates wished to have it at Inverness. 
Mr Lyon contended that a fair trial could not 
be obtained before an Inverness jury, and 
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moved to have it in Edinburgh. The point 
was decided in his favour, and the Magistrates 
then abandoned the defence and allowed judg- 
ment to be given against them, ^'rather than 
submit to the inconvenience, disadvantages, 
and expense" that a trial in Edinburgh would 
involve. The Court of Session, however, dis- 
posed to countenance authority, and consider- 
ing the error a mere technicality, supported 
the BfCagistrates and Town Council as far as 
they could. They retained all the qualified 
Magistrates as managers of the town's affairs, 
and allowed them to select other two in room 
of the men whose qualifications were found in- 
adequate. 

The same year the question which had arisen 
in Aberdeen was decided. Tlie state of affairs 
in that city had no parallel in Inverness. Be- 
hind the question of technicality there were 
grievances of the most substantial kind. 
"Aberdeen," says Mr Spencer Walpole, **was 
one of the worst examples of an unreformed 
corporation. The burgh was corrupt ; the 
revenues were insufficient to pay the interest 
of its debt ; the Magistrates were themselves 
of opinion that some change should be effected 
in the manner of electing the Council, and 
that an effectual control should be given to 
the citizens over the expenditure of the town's 
office-bearers. An opportunity for reforming 
Aberdeen occurred in 1817. By the con- 
stitution of the burgh forty persons were ap- 
pointed to take part in the annual election of 
the Magistrates. In the absence of one of 
the forty, a person possessing the qualification 
of the absentee was required to bo elected as 
proxy for him. In 1817 a proxy was elected 
who could not prove that he was a burgess. 
The Government, on being made acquainted 
with the facts, 'reduced' or voided the '^lec- 
tion. Instead, however, of declaring a poll 
election, and authorising the burgesses to elect 
their own Magistrates, the Government 
authorised the Magistrates to proceed to a 
fresh election. The Magistrates at Aberdeen, 
in their judgment, had innocently fallen into 
a trivial error." At this time, indeed, the 
Government, alarmed by agitation, set their 
face against anything in the nature of re- 
form. 
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From the *' Inverness Conner.*' 
1818 (Continued). 

May 14.— It is stated that within the last few 
years the exportation of wood from the port of 
Inyemess had become a business of considerable 
importance, and the Magistrates now appointed 
two competent persons as sworn measurers. 
The two were Evander Campbell and Hector 
Douglas. 

Ibid. — ^**At a Justice of Peace Court held here on 
Tuesday last, for the conviction of persons for 
trespasses against the Ehccise laws, sixteen 
offenders were fined £20 and nine £25 for 
illegal distillation, and two from Strathglass to 
the extent of £60 each. Several persons were 
fined smaller sums for malting, &c. The Jus- 
tices expressed their determination to put a 
stop to a traffic so extremely iojurious to the 
best interests of the country. * 

Ibiil. — '"Hbe news of the birth of a son and heir 
to the ancient and popular family of Seaforth 
has been received by the Clan Mackenzie and 
throughout the North with lively demonstra- 
tions of joy. From this quarter we could 
descry the bonfires playing on tbe hills of Ros^- 
shire in honour of the welcome stranger." 

May 21.— "Upwards of 1500 head of cattle passed 
through this town last week, and about 500 
were driven to the west, by Fort-Augustus. 
They were purchased at the Ross-shire Trysts 
at nearly double the price which the same de- 
scription of cattle brought last season." 

Ibid. — The County of Banff, at their general 
meetint; on 30th April, resolvet) on malung an 
application for a mail coach, with the full com 
pigment of four horses, to the North of Aber- 
deen, in place of the present mail diligence. 

^^ay 28.— "The Highland Society of Scotland 
have, in a very patriotic manner, offered a 
premium of 50 gumeas for the best essay on 
the means of attaining so desirable an object 
as the introduction of railways for the purposes 
of general carriage." 

Ibid. — It is stated that 30 Chelsea pensioners, 
afliicted with blindness, were residing in In- 
yemess and neighbourhood. Fourteen had 
been selected to go to London to undergo an 
operation in the hope that they might recover 
their sight. 

Ibid. — "Loch-Ness is now enlivened by a number 
of small vessels passing to and from Fort- 
Augustus, where the operations of the Canal 
are in the greatest activibr. During the last 
week eight sloops were on the lake at one time.*' 

June 4. — "The advantages of the Odedonian Canal 

19 
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to the district throagh which it passes be^n 
already to be manifest. English coals« which 
formerly were carried over-land from this town 
to Fort-Augustus, and sold there at 4s 6d per 
barrel, have been sold this summer in thut 
neighbourhood, when brought by the Canal, at 
as Id." 
Ibid. — A paragraph from an Aberdeen paper 
states that on the 23rd ult., the dead body of 
a man named Robert Gooden or Goodwin, a 
soap-boiler, and a native of the parish of Forres, 
had: been found in the Clyde. The "Courier" 
adds — **We observe from the description and 
name of the person alluded to that he was the 
same individual who, on the 12th March 1801. 
while employed in his usual occupation of 
candle-making in Inverness, left his tallow 
kettle to boil over, by which the house was set 
on fire, and before the accident was discovered, 
the fire had rommunirntod to a quantity of 
gunpowder (not less than 8 J barrels), which 
exploded : 14 persons lost their lives, and t^»e 
sliock and diestriiction thus occasioned will ever 
be remembered in Inverni sh by all who experi- 
enced the sad effects of it." 
Ibid. — "On Saturday the ('enerMl Assemblv took 
into consideration a reference from Uie I^re^by- 
terics of Strathbogie and Aberh)ur, reierrine to 
the Assembly the conduct of Mr John Macdon- 
ald, minister of Urquhart, in pn>aching in other 
pnrislieH than his own within the bounds of the 
above Presbyteries. Mr (TruickshankH, a mem- 
ber of the Presbytery of Strathbogie, was heard 
in support of the reference, and Mr MacdonaJd 
in explanation. After long reasoning, a motion 
was ma<le and carried prohibiting the practice 
referred to." A somewlint fuller report of the 
case is given in the next insue. 
Juno 11. — **Wo are glad to observe that the Magis- 
trates have employed workmen to make a 
covered drain to convey the water which runs 
down Church Street, from tlie old Grammar 
School lane acnws the street and through the 
opposite lane to the river. Indejwndently of the 
comfort that will Ih> derivtyi from having tl'.e 
dirty water conveye<l under gn>uiKl, instead of 
on the surface of *the street, this will really bo 
a considerable impnivement, by doing awav 
with the disagn-cihle hollow in the street at 
that nlact*, which ws«« very dangerous and annov- 
ing for carriages sn<l carts." 
Ibid. — Tlie annual mw^ting (»f the Northern Mis- 
sionary Society was hehl nt Inverness. Ap- 
priH^iate sermons weit* jweachM bv the .vcv. 
John MacdonaM of l^rquhart and the Rev. 
Angus Mackintosh, of Tain. The amount of 
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collections, BubscripUonB. and donations was 
£88 138 4d, including £10 from the parish of 
Killoartian, sent by the Rev. John Kennedy. 

June 18.— On Wednesday, 10th curt., Parliament 
was dissolved by the Frince Regent in person, 
who went in state to the House of Peers. 

Ibid. — There is a glowing report of the Inverness 
Sheep and Wool Market, wliich had "answered 
every expectation formed of it." It is stated 
that blackfac*ed wool, which sdd last year at 
I89 und 198 per double stone, brou^^ht this yeitr 
from 40s to 468. Cheviot wool, which brought 
last year 20s to 2l8, sold this year from 40s to 
428 per single stone. Wedders, which sold last 
year at ISs and 168, sold this year at from ^s 
14) 30k. Lambs brought last year 68, this vear 
fn)m 88 to lOs. "Thus the prices are fully a 
hundred per cent, above those of last year, and 
about 150 per cent, above those of 1816. We 
learn that one gentleman has refused £6 per 
stone for a parcel of merino wool." 

Ibid. — ^There is a report of a duel in Ross-shire 
between two gentlemen, designated as Messrs 
II. M. and D.K. They met at an early hoar, 
and fired at the same time without effect Ttieir 
friends suggested a reconciliation, but one of 
the parties insisted on another exchange of 
sh()t8. On this occasion the pistol of one (the 
less agi^ressive) missed fire, and he declined to 
avail himself of itie advantage of firing again. 
"Such honourable conduct disarming hostility, 
a reconciliation wa.n effected, and the parties left 
the fieM good friends." 

Ibid — ^The same issue contains the address of Mr 
Charles Grant, senior, who was retiring from 
the representation of the county of Inverness, 
and the address of his son, Mr Charles Grant, 
junior, who was leaving the Burghs to succeed 
an member for the County. The father, who 
had sat through a period of sixteen vears, full, 
a» he said, *W momentous events' observed 
that he could not "contemplate the cessation of 
the public connection which had so long sub- 
sisted without feelings of affectionate regret.** 
riis wishes had been ardent both for the great 
interests of the country, and for the particular 
welfare of the county to which he was bound 
by so many ties. "But of any services that I 
have rendered to either, it will perhaps be safer 
for me to rest in the opinion wnich your kind- 
ness may have led you to form than to offer any 
sentiment of my own; for I indeed sincerely 
lament that I have not done more.** His son, 
in soliciting election, expresses the desire to be 
useful both to the countv of Inverness and to 
the country at large. &e does not think it 
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necessary to say much, because with many of 
the Ireenolders he enjoyed the happiness of 
private friendship, and to ail of them his pnblic 
principles and conduct were sufficiently known. 

Ibid.— **Died, on the 12th inst., in the 60th year 
of his age, Robert Nicholson, Eaq.> late Ad- 
jutant of the Inverness Recruiting District, 
havii^ faithfully served his King and country 
in dinerent quarters of the globe for the long 
period of 43 years." 

Ibid. — An advertisment states that the Marquis 
of Stafford has agreed to erect a distillery on 
the river Brora for the accommodation of the 
Sutherland tenants. They d^esire to engage 
**with some person of skill and capital incUned 
to embark in such an undertaking. ' 

Ibid. — **The non-commissioned officers and privates 
of the 93rd Regiment of Sutherland Highlanders, 
while serving their country in the South of 
Africa, contributed in the course of 18 months 
no less than £1000 in aid of missionary so- 
cieties; and at the same time they subscribed 
£78 to the Gaelic School Society. So distin- 
guished an instance of liberality on the part of 
these men, in connection with their exemplary 
moral conduct and their bravery in the field, 
completely justifies that illustrious statesman 
Lord Chatham in the encomiums which i>e be- 
stowed on these hardy mountaineers." 

June 25. — "We see with much pleasure that a new 
line of road to the town from Telford' Street, 
by the Stone Bridge, has just been marked out. 
llie present entrance in that direction passes 
through all the filth of the Green of Muirtown, 
which is by far the most disagreeable and ir- 
regular access to the town ; tl^ new entrance 
wul p'ass directly from the line of elegant 
buildings in Telford Street, through the field 
on the north of the hovels on the Green, by 
Well's Foundry, to the fine embankment lately 
formed on the west side of the river. The 
ground to be occupied by the new road, which 
is to be forty feet broad, has, we understand, 
been iioerally given for the purpose by the pro- 
prietor, Mr Duff of Muirtown, without a*^y 
remuneration ; and' we have no doubt that his 
pubhc spirit will be rewarded by the enhanced 
value of his fine property adjoining, which 
affords most eligible sites for building. Few 
individuals in this quarter have done more for 
the improvement of the neighbourhood of In- 
verness than this gentleman. 

July 2. — "The Court of Session hajs ordered a proof 
♦o be taken before a jury in the question now 
pending regarding the last election of Magis- 
trates for Inverness. The point at issue is 
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this — The set of the bursh, according to the 
letter, requires that the Town Councn should 
consist of 21 members, viz., 18 burgesses, who 
are actuaUy trafficking merchanta or maltmen. 
and 3 deacons of crafts. The complainer, James 
Lyon, aesertd) that at the last election three 
gentlemen were appointed, viz., Provost Gil- 
zeun^ Bailie Alexander Mackenzie, banker ; and 
Bailie Farquhar Maodonald, who, though resi- 
dent burgesses and guild brethren, yet are 
neither trafficking merchants nor malUnen ; and 
pravs for this reason that the whole election be 
declared null and void. The Town Council de- 
fends the nomination of the persons objected to 
on various grounds, but principally on that of 
confirmed' usaee. The Court sustains the 
argument of the Magistrates that in such a 
case a certain extent of practice may sanction 
a deviation from written law, and orders the 
present proof to ascertain how far the Magis- 
trates can on tliis plea support their election." 
The case was not expected to be submitted to 
the jury until the following November. 

Ibid. — Mr J. P. Grant of Rothiemurchus lost his 
seat for Grimsby. 

Ibid. — "Died here on the 16tli June, aged 89 
years, Alexander Macbean, who for a number of 
years acted aa janitor of the Inverness 
Academy. Many of our ^oung countrymen 
now situated in distant regions will read this 
notice with affectionate regret ; the name of this 
once lively friend of their 'smiling boyhood* 
will call back to memory the sportful scenes 
of early years, and 'touch a chord in their hearts 
that will vibrate with the sounds of other 
times.* '* 

July 9. — There was a contest for the representa- 
tion of the County of Ross, the candidates being 
Mr Thomas Macl&enzie, yr. of Applecross, and 
Mr Alexander Fraser of Inchcoulter. The free- 
holders met at Tain. The first trial of strength 
was for the election of Chairman, when Sir 
Hector Mackenzie, Bart, of Gairloch, was ap- 
pointed by a majoritv of 6 votes, in preferenct 
to Mr Huffh Innes ofLochalsh (28 to 22). The 
election of Mr Mackenzie, yr. of Applecross. 
was moved by Mr Mackenzie of Kiicoy, and 
seconded by Mr Macleod of Geaniee, Sheriff of 
the County. The election of Mr Fraser of Inch- 
coulter was moved by Colonel Munro of Cul- 
cairn, and seconded by Mr Mackenzie of Mount- 
gerald. The vote resulted — For Applecross, 
29 ; for Inchcoulter, 23 ; majority for Apple- 
cross, 6. The Highland Lady describes the 
new member as a man of ab:uty, and "the catch 
of the NcMTth Country from Uie extent of his 
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nierty.'* He never, however, enjoyed robust 
til. "Immediately after hia election, Mr 
Mackenzie ordered a dinner to the prisoners in 
the jails of Tain, Dingwall, and Fortrose. He 
also sent a donation to the poor of each of these 
burghs." 

July 16.— On the previous Tuesday Mr Charles 
Grant yr., was unanimously elected M.P. for 
the coimty of Inverness. His father presided 
at the meeting. The election of the new mem- 
ber was mov^ by Colonel Macdonell of Glen- 
garry, and seconded by BIr Baillie of Dochfour. 
Mr Charles Grant, yr., now became Secretary 
for Ireland. 

Ibid. — At the same meeting of freeholders, Mac- 
leod of Macleod proposed that Mr Charles 
Grant, senior, be requested to sit for his por- 
trait, to be hung im in the Court-room as a 
permanent mark of the esteem which the county 
entertained for him on account of his Parlia- 
mentary conduct and private worth and vir- 
tues, iliis ▼nt>posal met with cordial approba- 
tion. At the same time an address, signed by 
the freeholders, was presented to the late mem- 
ber. 

Ibid. — ^Mr G^eo^ge Cumming, London, one of the 
Altyre family, was elected M.P. for the Inver- 
ness District of Burghs. The returning burgh 
was Nairn. The name of Sir Wm. Gordon- 
Cumming was first mentioned for the vacancy, 
but he gave way to his relative. — Mr Hueh 
Innee of Lochalsh was re-elected member for t£e 
Northern Burghs. — ^Mr Macleod, yr. of Cad- 
boU, was elected for the counties of Cromarty 
and Nairn. — Colonel Francis William Grant of 
Grant was elected for Morayshire. — ^Mr Robert 
Grant (another son of Mr Charles Grant of 
Watemish) was elected for the Elgin District 
of Burffhs. — Mr Grant of Ballindalloch was 
elacted for the County of Sutherland — The Earl 
of Fife \^as elected for the County of Ban£F. 

July 23. — ^Mr George Sinclair, yr. of'Ulbster, was 
elected M.P. for Caithness.— Captain G. H. 
Dundas, R.N., was, after a contest, elected for 
Orkney and Shetland. 

Ibid. — ^**The site of tbe stronghold of the once 
powerful Earls of Ross at Dingwall ha« been 
levelled this season, and is now under crop, 
lliere remaineth but a single fragment of the 
building to mark where a castle had been." lliis 
fratmient, we believe, still remains. 

August 6. — ^It is stated that the summer was the 
warmest since that of 1779. A very early har- 
vest was expected. 

Ibid- — A correspondent complains that horses were 
driven like sheep or cows to be watered at the 
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river. "It is a common thing to see half-a- 
dozen of them at a time gallopinff through one 
of those very narrow huies which run from 
Ohurch Street to the river, and that, too, when 
the lane is full of people passing and repaasinff." 

August 20. — "The new walk on the bank of Uie 
Ness, called the Ladies' Walk, from its having 
been formed la^t y^^ar at the expense of some 
respectable ladies, has lately been much im- 
proved ; and the injuries done to it by the 
high floods during the last winter are now com- 
pletely repaired. The money presently laid out 
on this pleasant promenade is supplied by the 
amount of a bet on the issue of the late Par- 
liamentary election for this District of Burghs, 
which the winner generouslv appropriated for 
the purpose ; and some small subflciptions from 
a few individuals.'' 

August 27. — ^A paragraph draws attention to the 
hardships to which Highland reapers were ex- 
posed by going South l^fore there was emplov- 
ment for them. His season, however, toe 
harvest was so eariy that little harm could be 
done by an early arrival. 

September 3. — ^llie annual report of the Cale- 
donian Canal (dated October 1817) mentions 
that the auarry at Redcastle had been worked 
from March to July in order to procure stones 
for the hollow quoins, segment stones, and 
pavement for the lower recesses of the lock at 
Fort-Augustus. "The vessels which carry 
materials, kc., from Clachnaharrv to Fort- 
Augustus have now navigated Loch-Ness two 
years without any accident or even the slightest 
injury." 

Ibid. — The Inverness Town Council made some 
modification on the table of shore dues. **It is 
said that the value of these dues, which sold at 
the roup last year for £685, will be reduced 
about £60 by the changje." 

Ibid. — The nineteenth anniversary of the North- 
ern Missionary Society was held at Tain on 
26th August, when the Rev. John Macdonald 
of Urquhart preached in English, and the Rev. 
John Kennedy, Killeaman, preached in Gaelic. 
"The collections, donations, and subscriptions 
on this occasion amounted to £88 18b 3^d. in 
which sum is included £10, per the Rev. Mr 
Macdonald, from tho Ferrvntosh Pennv-a^Week 
Society, and £6 88, per the Rev. Mr Forbes, 
from a similar Association in the parish of 
Tarbet; by this accession to their funds, the 
Society were enabled to vote for the Ix>ndon 
Missionary Societv. £100 ; the Edinburgh Mis- 
sionary Society £100; the Hibernian Society, 
£50 ; the Moravian Society, £50 ; and to the 
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Society for the Gonv^non of the Jews, £50; 
total— £350." 

Ibid. — "In the little port of Helmsdale, where six 
years ago there was not a hut nor a fishing 
boat, several curing-housee are erected on the 
most approved plan, and the number of boats 
amounts to 140. Upwards of 16,000 barrels of 
herrings have been cured here this season, be- 
sides a quantity which has been smoked." 

September 17. — An advertisement in this issue 
calls a meeting for the purpose of taking steps 
to erect bridges connecting the Islands with 
"the much-frequented walks on both sides of 
the river." A paragraph states that excellent 
paths had already ^n formed on both banks 
of the river, but the Islands remained isolated. 
[By the way, the spot is called "Island," not 
"Islands'' ; possibly the central channel had 
not then been formed.] 

Ibid. — "The workmen employed in digging out 
gravel from the summit of the Hill above the 
Haugb Brewery found last week the skeletons 
of three grown persons in coffins, the bones 
perfectly entire. A body was found in a similar 
situation last year near the same place. Re- 
port will have it that the brow of the hill was 
used in former times as a burying-place for the 
unfortunate persons who were executed in this 

auarter, and there is some colour of truth in 
le supposition from its vicinity to the old pkce 
of execution in the Qallow Muir. Some oU 
inhabitants of the town, on the other hand, say 
that when the Duke of Cumberland's army 
visited Inverness in April 1746, after the battle 
of Culloden. many deaths occurred amon^ his 
men, and tiat some of them were interred in 
this eround." 

September 24. — The previous day a meeting took 
place in the Athenaeum to consider the pro- 
posed erection of chain bridges to connect the 
Island with the river banks. Mr Fraser, yr. of 
Torbreck, presided. The meeting resolved to 
proceed with the scheme, and upwards of £100 
was at once subscribed. A week afterwards 
the subscriptions amounted to £200. 

Ibid. — Mr James Robertson, M.D. . was re-elected 
Provost. There were two ex Provosts in the 
Council, namely, James Qrant and Thomas 
Gilzean. 

Ibid. — A proposal was made to start a mail dili- 
gence to Thurso. The Magistrates and Council 
agreed to allow it to pass either of the bridges 
toll free, and the same privilege was granted 
at Bonar-Bridge and Helmsdale. The counties 
of Ross and Sutherland had each subscribed 
£200 to assist the movement. The diligence 
was expected to start in the following spring. 
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Ibid. — At the Circuit Ck>iirt, held on the 18th inst. , 
there were nine cases, six of which were for 
assaulting and deforcing Revenue officers. Hie 
persons convicted were sentenced to various 
terms of imprisonment. 

October 1. — ^At the Michaelmas Head Court the 
Constables for the current year were sworn in. 
Provost Robertson addressed them on the occa- 
sion. "He stated that they were chosen from 
among their townsmen as Constables in con- 
sequence of being heads of families and 
men of respectable character ; and he requested 
that thev should continue to exhibit that pro- 
priety of behaviour and moderation in the exer- 
cise of their public duties which bad hitherto 
distinguished them. He especially recom- 
mend^ to them a rigid enforcement, in so far 
as depended on them, of the public duties of 
the Sabbath, and a vigilant superintendence of 
public-houses ; also a constant co-operation with 
the Society for the suppression of beggin|;. He 
next stated that it was the firm determination 
of the Magistrates to put a stop to the per- 
nicious and dangerous practice of allowing horses 
to go to the water without some persons to 
lead them, and requested the Constables, for 
the safety of their own families as well as for 
the good of the community, to be vigilant in 
detecting and brin^g to punishment any who 
might henceforth offend in this particular. He 
also generally recommended to them the care 
of the public walks, the banks of the river, and 
other matters of police regulation. He con- 
cluded the address with an earnest exhortation 
to them, and to heads of families in general, 
to impress on the minds of their inmates and of 
all under their guidance the necessity of keep- 
ing regular houn." 

Ibid. — ^line revenue of the town from Petty 
C>utoms and pontages amounted this year to 
£308; from shore dues and anchorage, £575; 
from all sources, £990. In 1817 the total was 
£1096, but in 1816 only £882. 

October 8. — "On Tuesday evening a meeting of 
the Corporation of Wrights and Coopers was 
hdd for the purpose of forwarding the cause of 
Burgh Reform in this town ; several resolutions 
in favour of that object being puroposed, were 
rejected without a division. This Corporation 
is the most numerous and respectable of the six 
Trades; it contains above SO out of the 75 
burgesses which form the whole of the Trades' 
Burgesses of this town." 

October 15.— The Right Hon. diaries Grant, 
M.P. for the county of Inverness, and Chief 
Secretary for Ireland, was present with his 

20 
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lather, and with the Lord-IienteoMit and other 
diBtingiriiihed gae&tM, «i(i a banquet eiven at 
Dublin on the 3rd icst. hv the now Lord Mt^or, 
Alderman M'Keiinf. The health of the Chief 
Secretary was dmnk amid loud appkuiue, and 
Mr Orant replied. An incident is notiosd in 
the report. ''When Mr Qrant condnded and 
took his se«t, the band instantly played 'Crop- 
pies lie down/ The Lord Mayor directed a look 
of astonishment and rebuke towards the 
orchestra, and the tune was discontinued." 

Ibid. — ^The Magistrates and Town Council voted 
£70 to assist in the construction of the new line 
of road "marked out in the dionection of Telford 
Street from the river side to avoid passing 
through the Qreen of Muirtown." 

Ibid. — Many ingenious efforts were made about 
this time to discover "perpetual motion," and 
claimants to the discovery treouently appeared. 
Among the rest, Mr Lewis Bayne, c^cer of 
Excise, Inverness, believed that he had con- 
structed a oerpetually moving timepiece. "The 
machine is Kept in motion by means of magnetic 
attraction; but in the construction of it Mr 
Bayne makes use of but one magnet [another in- 
ventor required two]. It is only about six 
months since this very ingenious timepiece wa« 
shown to us, but there are several inhabitants of 
this place who have seen it going these two 
years PMt." 

October 29. — ^The Northern Meeting began on the 
2l8t. The Marquis and Marchioness of Huntly 
were present. Hon. Mrs Stewart Mackenzie of 
Seaforth and Hon. Mrs Fraser of Lovat sent in 
abundant supplies of venison, muirfowl, and 
ptarmigan. 

Ibid. — At a meeting of the Forres Trafalgar Club 
a sum of forty guineas, to purchase a marble 
bust of Lord Nelson to be placed in the monu- 
ment on Cluny Hill, was announced as the dona- 
tion of the Kev. Hugh IVaser, Georgetown, 
South. Carolina. The Rev. John Macdonell 
proposed that a Committee should be appointed 
to procure busts both of Lord Nelson and the 
Marquis of HunUy. This was agreed to with 
acclamation. The company consisted of fifty- 
five gentlemen, some of whom had come from a 
great distance. Among them were many naval 
and miiitary officers who had distinguished 
themselves in the service of their country. 

November 5. — The woollen factory at Inverness 
belonging to Messrs Mackenzie, Gordon, k Co. 
is advertised for sale. Hie houses were in the 
Hangh, the store room at the Shore, and the 
oardmg and waolk mills on the bank of the 
rivtr. 
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Ibid.— "It is calculated that the black cattle, wool, 
sheep, and herrings sold and sent from the 
Highland district of Scotland north of the Spey 
to the other quarters of the Kingdom within 
the last six months amount in value to at leis«t 
£500,000 ; a greater sum than wsa perhm erer 
before receiv^ in one year from the whole pro- 
duce of this district We are hi^py in being 
able to state that these great bnmchea of our 
provincial exports have been at no period in 
more flourishing circumstances than at present 
The only extensive manufactories in this quar- 
ter, namely, those of hemp-bag^g, begm to 
partidiMte likewise in the rigidly returning 
prosperity of the country." 
Ibid. — ^An article -appears in the same number on 
the subject of burgh refum. The writer is in 
favour of reform, but points out that the 
affairs of the town of Inverness are well 
administered. "The revenue of this town," he 
says, ^'is £1559, of which every shilling is 
honestly expended for the public good, and, in 
aa far as we can judge, as discreetly as honestlv. 
In this town more money is devoted to toe 
support of schools than in any other town of 
the Kingdom with double the revenue ; and it 
is a singular and an honourable fact that not a 
sinffle ^ass of wine is from TMr's end to year's 
end paid for from the public funds for the 
entertainment of public men." This, it may be 
remarked, forms a striking contrast to the state 
of affairs in the burgh of Pittenweem. The 
revenue of that burgh was £300, and it was re- 
presented in Parliament by the Lord Advocate. 
In a note to a Parliamentary return, it is stated, 
on the anthority of the Pfovost and Town- 
Clerk, "that the halanoe of its income is mostly 
expended in the annual election dinner of the 
Magistrates and in celebrating the King's birth- 
day." 
November 12. — ^A smart shock of earthouake was 
felt in Inverness and neighbouihood on 10th 
inst It occurred at 20 minutes past midnight, 
and wae fdt along the banks of Loch-Ness. 
November 19. — A Society wae formed in Inverness 
to co-operate with a Sooietv in Edinlnrfffa for 
the support of Qaelic schools in the Hi^ands. 
It was stated that 70 schools had alroMy been 
erected. The object of the Society was to teach 
Qaelic in the districts where that languaffe pre- 
vailed, and in certain cases English and writ- 
ing. 
Ibid. — A correspondent of the "Times" gave a 
very unpleasant account of the gaol in Inver- 
ness ; "a comer bmlding at the junction of the 
two main strseie,** namely, Bridge Street and 
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Obnrdi Street. *The outer door <^ tiie prison 
opens into the main street, and immediately on 
entering you perceive a flight of steps on either 
hand ; tlwt on the left leads to the conrt-room, 
where prisoners are tried ; the deal boards with 
wliioh the court is fitted up have never been 
painted, and the dirt on them and on the walls 
gave to both rather a miserable appearance." At 
the top of the opposite flight of steps a door 
opened into a stone galleiy facing the cells. This 
gallery wsa the i^pointed place for airing and 
recreation, '*and as often as the pri8(»iers avail 
themselves of it," says the writer, **they are 
exposed like wild beasts in a cage to every pas- 
senger below." At the time <^ his visit there 
was only one criminal prisoner, who had been 
trised for an attempt to assassinate, and sen- 
tenced to confinement on account of derange- 
ment. Tliis poor man's cell is described as 
honibly loatbBome. He had been in it for six 
years. '*T!iere were no otlier prisoners at the 
time I am speaking of^ exoept seven debtors; 
one of these was by himself in a room suffici- 
ently commodious, but very dirtv; the other 
six were in a room much smaller, but still more 
dirty; they all looked very sickly." The 
"Courier" devotes an article to this communica- 
tion, which it describes as exaggerated. It says 
that the prison certainly ought not to be in 
the centre of the town, but that in many re- 
spects its construction was better than, that of 
most Scottish prisons. "The grated gallery or 
arcade which extends alcmg the whole front of 
the prison, whatever it may i^pear to chance 
visitors, affords the prisoners* the liveliest amuse- 
ment. It overlooks the busiest part of the 
town, and gives them an opportunity of see- 
ing and hearing all that is going forward. 
There may be some solid objection to this too 
familiar intercourse with the street, but the 
charge of exposing them like wild beasts in a 
cage must he laughed at by every one who 
knows anything about the real condition of tbe 
persons said to be exhibited.'* As for the poor 
criminal, the writer says, he had since his com- 
mitment become furiously mad, and annoyed 
the whole town by his "nocturnal bellowinga." 
He was, however, confined under a warrant of 
the Justiciary Court till bail could be found 
and the town was meantime obliged to submit 
to the infliction. If six debtors were found in 
one room, it must have been from their own 
choice ana in the day-time only. 
November 26. — Tliis number contains an account 
of the death of Queen Charlotte, whidi occurred 
on the 17th November. The Magistrates of 
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Inyerness directed that the pulpit of ''the Enff- 
XvAi Church" should be drap«d with black dow 
OS a mark of respect for her late Majesty. 

Ibkf. — ^The prevalence of strone southerly winds 
favoured the passage of vessds coming North. 
"The smack George, from l>ondon, arrived at 
Cromarty on Saturday, 21st inst.. after a pas- 
sage of 84 hourSj having left Gravesend on 
Wedne«day» 18th. The Lizard, from Leith, 
arrived also at Cromarty on Monday last, the 
23rd. after a passage of only 33 hours.*' 

December 3. — "We understand a new complaint 
has been instituted in the Court of Session by 
Mr James Lyon, ironmonger, aided by Deacon 
Alexander Fetrie, of the Shoemakers, and 
Deacon Donald Mbcbean, of the Tailors, 
against the laet election of the Magis- 
trates and Town Council of Inverness.*' 

December 10. — A Committee of the House of Com- 
mons were at this time considering the condi- 
tion of the burgh gaols in Scotland, and nearly 
two columns are devoted to a statement furnished 
by Provost Robertson. The Provost says 
frankly tliat the ga(d waa not sufficient for the 
accommodation of either the civil or criminal 
prisoners confined therein; but so far as the 
aooommodation went it was perfectly adequate 
to the secure custody of its inmates. The gaol 
waa built about 30 years before, chiefly at the 
expense of the burgh, with a contribution of 
£1000 from the Government, made out of the 
ocmfiscated estates, and some assistance "com- 
paratively trifling" from the counties of Inver- 
ness, Ross, Nairn, and Cromarty. The gaol 
had since been kept m repair solely at the ex- 
pense of the burgb. The Steeple had been 
erected at the expense of the burgh, aided by 
individual subscriptions. 

Ibid. — The action of James Lyon v. the Magis- 
trates and Town Council of Inverness was 
originally fixed to be tried before a jury in the 
town of Inverness, but was alterwanls changed 
to Edinburgh, and the 14th December fixed for 
the proceedings. The Magistrates, however, 
considered it inexpedient to go to Edinburgh, 
and the disfranchisement of the burgh was now 
anticipated. 

Deoember 24. — The dignity of a baronet of the 
United Kinirdom was conferred on Hugh Innes 
of Lochalsh, in the county of Ross, and of Cox- 
ton, in the county of Moray. 

Ibid.— -This issue gives a full narrative of the 
action raised by James Lyon against the 
Magistrates and Town Council and of its result. 
The Magistrates abandoned the defence ratJier 
than submit to the inconvenience and expense 
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<^ presenting their ctme before a jnry in Edhi- 
borgh. A petition waa then presented for the 
appointment of interim managen, and the 
Second Diyision took the matter into considera- 
tion on the 19th December. As the interim 
management was chiimed exdnnvely by the late 
Magistrates, the petition was in so far opposed 
by Mr Lyon, who asked that himself and two 
persons of his nomination should be introduced 
into the temporary adbdnistratkm of the bui|^. 
The precedent of Aberdeen was quoted in sup- 
port of this apt^cation. The Lord Justice 
Ulerk expressed himself in substance as follows : 
— ^"That the high opinion which the Court 
entertained of the gentlemen who had been in 
the Maffistracy of Invemeas was in no degree 
shaken by the recent proceeding ait Mr Lyon's 
instance; that the Magistrates having been 
unanimously elected, were bound to support 
their offices, and the Court did not misconstrue 
the grounds upon which they had been recently 
advised to abandon their case ; that although 
the Court were compelled to sustain the legal 
objection oflfered to the election now reduced, 
they yet did not view with any favour, and far 
less with anv approbation, the proceedings which 
rendered that decision necessary; that the 
Court had resolveu to commit the interim 
management exclusivelv to the former Magis- 
trates, and their lordships did so with entire 
confidence in the well known respectability and 
worth of these gentlemen." The Counsel for 
Mr Loffan, however, insisted that the two per- 
sons who had been complained of as ineligible 
should be kept out of the nomination. The 
Court acquiesced in this, but allowed the Pro- 
vost and remaining Magistrates to select their 
two colleagues. And so the case closed. 
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No. XIV. 

The snbject of Bur^ Reform contintied to 
excite attention for seyeral years. We hmre 
already referred to the oases of Montrose, In- 
Temess, and Aberdeen . To make the history of 
the times intelligible, and yet to avoid making 
long detached quotations from newspaper files, 
we may once more avail ourselves of Mr 
Spencer WalpoWs History of England from 
1815. He relates how, in the Session of 1818, 
Lord Archibald Hamilton drew attention to 
the case of Montrose, and afterwards threat- 
ened to bring up the whole subject of the 
condition of Uie burghs. Public opinion hav- 
ing been thus aroused, the Lord Advocate in- 
trMhiced a bill for the better regulating of 
the revenues of the royal bur^s of Scotland. 
Mr Walpole tells the story as follows ; — 

"He [the Lord Advocate] prt^MMed that the 
Magistrates should be compelled to publish their 
aocounts, and that the Court of Exdusquer, on the 
complaint of five burgesses, should have the power 
of controlling the expenditure. Hie remedy was 
a mild one ; end, mild as the measure was, it was 
not persevered with. Its introduction, however, 
created a profound impression in Scotiiand. Six- 
sevenths of the populations of the ro3ral boroughs 
petitioned for reform. Haxdiv a single petition 
was presented! on the other side. Hamilton, find- 
ini; his case thus strengthened, moved that all 
the petitions should be referred to a select com- 
mittee, 'to examine the matter thereof, and to 
report their observations and opinion thereon to 
the House.' It was in vain that William Dun- 
das, speaking with the authority which his name 
gave to him, related all change. It was in vain 
that Canning warned the House against the ex- 
periments of rash speculators in Parliamentary 
Reform. Two months before, on the 3rd of March, 
the Ministry had been defeated by Maddntodi on 
the Criminal Laws. Four days before, Grattan's 
motion for Roman CaUiolic emancipation had been 
carried in the teeth of the Tories. Hamilton's 
motion was now adopted by 148 votes to 144, or 
by a majority of 6. 

"The Committee, which was thus appointed in 
1819, was revived in the new Parliament of 1890, 
and practically con turned its labours for three 
years. Early m 1822. Hamilton, after referring 
to tbe numerous abuses which the reports of tie 
Committee had disclosed, moved that Ae Hoose 
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■bould resolye itself into a Oommittee of the 
whole Hoiue upon the royal burgha of Scotland. 
He dwelt on the absurdity of allowing the Magis- 
trates to elect their own successors, and insisted 
on the necessity of instituting some more popular 
method of election. But tl^ Ministry was not 
ready to adopt his views. It was willing to im- 
pose some checks on the expenditure of the public 
funds by the Magistrates, but it was unwilling 
to adopt flJiy remedy whidi would open the door 
to reform. The temporary force which petitions 
had imparted to Lord Archibald's motion was ex- 
pended; the Opposition, ignorant of Scotland, 
were languid ; Lord Archibud was defeated by a 
majority of 81 votes to 46 ; and the Lord Advo- 
cate's counter-proposal was adopted. t^ome 
checks were placed on the expenditure of the royal 
burghs; some restrictious were enforced against 
the improvident creation of debt ; but \h^ burghs 
themselves were unreformed; the Magistrates 
were allowed to so on electing their own succes- 
sors; and the whole population of the towns of 
Scotland were excluded from the franchise as 
completely as the settlers in the backwoods of 
Canada." 

The second iialf of 1819 was a time of great 
agitation in the industrial centres of En^nd 
and the south of Scotland. There were fre- 
quent meetings and demonstrations, and the 
upper classes entertained fears of an attempted 
revolution. A great gathering held near 
Manchester in August was dispersed by the 
Yeomanry and a regiment of cavalry, result- 
ing in the loss of several lives and the iniury 
of many persons. This is known as "the 
Peterloo Massacre." The Government threw 
its shield over the local Magistrates, who were 
primarily to blame, and mudi controversy en- 
sued, in the autumn session of Parliament 
the Government succeeded in passing a series 
of measures called the Six Acts. 'These were 
of varied importance. The first made it easier 
tD prevent out-of-door meeting;^ for political 
purposes, and was to be in force for five years. 
The second enabled trials for misdemeanour, 
which was the usual charge under which 
political agitators were prosecuted, to be held 
with less delay. The third, very properly^ for- 
bade private persons to engage in mihtaiy 
drill, a proceeding tolerated in no civilised 
State. The fourth was for the more e£Pectual 
prosecution and punishment of blasphemous 
apd seditious libels. The fifth authorised 
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Magistrates to seise arms in sixteen counties 
said to be disturbed, and was to be in force 
for three years. The sixth was a distinct check 
on the liberty of the press, for it required all 
publishers of newspapers to giye security in 
adyance for any fines they might incur by 
uttering blasphemy or sedition. Such an 
enactment made it harder for a poor man to 
start a newspaper, and as it stood was an in- 
sult to the press at large. All these Acts 
were stoutly opposed by the Whigs, and, with 
the exception of the third, were sooner or later 
repealed" (Ransome's History). During this 
time the North of Scotland was undisturbed, 
but reports of the state of affairs fill columns 
of newspaper files. County meetings were 
held to support the Goremment. 

The extension of a mail coach sendee to 
Wick and Thurso was at this time an important 
incident. Mr John Anderson, in his Essay 
on the State of the Highlands, written in 
1826, says that preyious to the year 1819 the 
post was conyeyed from Inyemess to Tain on 
horseback, and thence across the firths of Dor- 
noch and Lioch-Fleet by post-runners to the 
North Coast. 'In 1819 the benefit of the mail 
coach system was extended eyen to the Pent- 
land birth. Horses were brougjbt from Edin- 
burgh, and stables and inns erected by Lord 
Stafford at yery considerable expense. By 
one common bond of intercourse, the two most 
distant parts of the island, the one situated 
at the extremity of the English Channel, the 
other in the latitude of John O'Oroat's House, 
were thus joined together, at a distance of 
1082 miles. In no country, it may safely be 
said, is there a parallel of so rapid a change." 
Notes on this subject will be found below. 

From the ** Inverness Courier.** 
1819. 

January 7. — ^The workmen employed in leyelling 
a piece of fn^onnd round Dr Robertaon's houae 
at Aultnaskiacfi discoyered uma containing 
human bones. In one of the urns waa a flint 
arrow head, elegantly shaped and doubly barbed. 
In di^f^ing the foundations ci the house some 
years before stone coffins were discoyered. Para- 
graphs on the subject appear in seyeral iasaes. 
Another stone coffin waa found. 

January 14. — John Madeod, the man who had be- 

21 
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oome inflftne when incarcerated in the prison of 
Inyemees, receiyed a pardon from the Oown. 
He was then "lodged in one of the lunatic apart- 
ments of the Royal Infirmary, wiib some pros- 
pect of cure." 

Ibid. — On the 3rd inst., the dwelling-house of 
Auchterblair, parish of Duthil, occupied by 
Major and Mrs Qrant, was burned to the 
ground. The first notice is in this issue, but 
Siere are subsequent accounts. Valuable furni- 
ture, china, and books were destroyed. 

January 27. — ^The growth of shipping and the im- 
proyement of harbours in the Moray Firth are 
commented on. "At Inverness the harbour ha«» 
been greatly improved and extended ; at Ding- 
wall a canal and pier have been completed; 
excellent harbours have been formed at Burg- 
head, Fortrose, Brora, &c., and we understand 
th&t the new pier at Nairn is now in a way of 
being speedily erected." The following statis- 
tics are given from the books of the Inverness 
Custom-house for 1817 and 1818. In 
1817 the vessels entered' inwards from 
foreign ports numbered 4; cleared out- 
wards to foreign ports, 4; entered 
inwards coastwise, 516; cleared outwards 
coastwise, 459; total number of vessels. 
963, and total tonnage, 57.591. In 1818 8 
vessels entered from foreign ports; 17 cleared 
outwards to foreign ports ; 521 vessels entered 
inwards coastwise ; 5550 cleared outwards coast- 
wise ; total number of vessels, 1106 ; total of 
tonne^e, 63,429. Registered at Inverness to 
30th September 1818, 56 vessels of 3391 tons. 

February 4. — *Tlie subject to which our attention 
is at present most strongly attracted is the state 
of the Burghs in Scotland. This, we are as- 
sured, will become an object of legislative in- 
terference at no distant period. Th& state of 
EkUnburgh, Aberdeen, Inverness, and manv 
others, we may rather say every other burgh 
in Scotland, is such as imperiously calls for 
some remedy for the ferment whicli prevails." 
The subject was brought up m Parliament, as 
stated above. 

Ibid. — list of awards by the Highland Society of 
Scotland to farmers in the Northern Counties, 
including Nairnshire, Morayshire, and the dis- 
tricts of Badenoch and Strathspey, for improve- 
ments in cultivation and in stock. 

Ibid. — ^"On Monday last Mr Bayne exhibited in 
the basin of the Caledonian Canal the model of 
a fiip^ate, to be impelled by the T>oweT of the 
screw against wind and tiiie.** The vessel is 
folly described on 4th March. Mr Bayne was 
evidently a man of inventive talent. 
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February 18. — "On the welcome news of the birth 
of an heir to the venerable family of Cnlloden 
being received iu our n^hbourhood', Culloden 
lighted all its beacons. We would not envy the 
feelings of a Scotchman who could look on Uie 
misty stretdi of Culloden Moor, ruddied for 
the birth of an heir to the line of Duncan 
Forbes, witiiout some melting of the heart or 
kindling of the fancy." The birth thus an- 
nounced was that of the late Arthur Forbes 
of Culloden. 

Ibid. — "Died, on the 8th inst, at Clachnaiuirry, 
in the 63rd year of his ase, Mr Davidson, resi- 
dent engineer of the Caledonian Canal. Whether 
we view Mr Dcividson in his official situation, 
discharging an important trust, or engaged in 
the relative and social duties of life, he claims 
our highest admiration. No man possessed a 
more delicate sense of honour, was actuated by a 
stricter integrity, or maintained a loftier feel- 
ing of independence. When discussion elicited 
the various stores of his vigorous mind, he gave 
an inimitable and peculiar strength of expres- 
sion to his sentiments. His maaculine wit was 
never uielded to wound Uie feeling of any in- 
dividual. His benevolence was active, his 
beneficence unwearied, and his charitv unosten- 
tatious. It may be safely asstfted that, of 
those who had acceiSs to his society^ none ever 
left him without becoming either wiser or bet- 
tei." 

Ibid. — "At Fermoy, on the 20th ult., Kennetli 
Mackenzie, Esq., postmaster of that town, and 
late Captain and Adjutant in his Majesty's 
Caithness Highlanders. Mr Mackenzie was 
born at Castle Leathers, and published a col- 
lection of excellent Gaelic songs before he left 
this country." The paragraph speaks of Mr 
Mackenzie as a man of sterling worth and an 
ornament to society. 

March 18. —On the previous Tuesday the Right 
Hon. Charles Grant was unanimously re-elected 
member for the county of Inverness on hia ap- 
pointment as Secretary for Ireland. The nomin- 
ation was moved by Sir ^Eneas Mackintosh of 
Mackintosh and seconded by Mr Baillie of Doch- 
four. 

Ibid. — ^The death is recorded of Oaptain John 
Stewart, of the 53rd Regiment of Foot. ^Hiich 
took place at Knock of Kincairn, Strathspey. 
He was only 33 years of age, and had servea for 
16 yearn. At the storming of Fort Calliger, in 
tlio East Indies, in 1812, when leading the 
Grenadier company up to the breach, he was 
precipitated down' the perpendicular rock on 
which the fort is built, apparently killed. Al- 
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though he imriTed the fall, his death seems to 
have beeo nltimatelT caused by its effects. 

March 25. — ^T<atelj died here, James Simpson, 
gloyer, wA 97, the oldest man in the town. 
He had uree several times entered the holy 
state of matrimony, bat died a wkiow^. He 
was a canny, tidy, old man, and took good 
thought for the morrow. At a distant peric^ be 
obtained the lease of a small honse during die 
joint liyes of himself and his wife, Kate. In 
his subsequent matrimonial connections he took 
care to niake the most of his bargain, and suc- 
cessirely married a second and a third Kate.** 

April 15. — An article, two columns long, appears 
on the subject of Bursh Reform. Hie pomts in 
the Lord AdTocate's Bill (see introduction) are 
carefully discussed. 

April '22.^-On the 14th inst. Lord Reston arrived 
at Inverness "during terrible weather'* to hold 
the Circuit Court. A number of cases were 
tried, chiefly connected with smuggling and 
sheep-stealing. "With regard to the rormer, he 
was satisfied that much had already been done 
to suppress a practice so pernicious to the 
morals and habits of the people, but much still 
remained to be done, and ihe. learned Judee 
strongly recommended that proprietors shomd 
declare smuggling to be an irritancy in the leases 
to be grant^ by them as one of the most effec- 
tual preventives of the crime." 

April 29. — ^"^Died, at Glendoich, in the neighbour- 
hood of Perth, on Friday, Lord Reston. His 
lordaihip was on his way from this place to 
Perth to open the Circuit. Those who lately 
saw him in this town, in the full vigour of his 
mind and in apparently high health, cannot be 
otherwise than dec^'v affecSed by this afflictive 
event. Lord Reston was esteemed a good lawyer 
and an excellent judge. His judgments were 
all characterised by much tenderness to the 
criminal and an evnlent leaning to the side of 
mercy." 

Ibid. — ^A chapel "in the Independent or Congrega- 
tional connection," capable of seating about 
500 persons, and built for the accommodation 
of Mr Dewar and his people, was opened at 
Avoch on April 21st. Mr Spenoe of Inverness, 
preached in the morning, and Mr Dewar, of 
Nairn, in the evening. The building was 
opened free of debt. 

May 13. — A good deal of interest was at this time 
taken in the construction of velocipedes, con- 
cerning which paragraphs circulate from vari- 
ous parts of the country." The following notice 
appears on 13th May : — ^''A machine of this kind 
has been constructed by William Macdonald, 
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cartwright, here, under the direction of Mr 
Smith, the finishing writing master, with which 
that gentleman makes daUy excursions in the 
neighbourhood of the town. It appears to 
answer the desired purpose very well^ and is 
every day more easily managea by its rider, 
who now travels with great velocity." 

June 3. — ^At the Oeneral Assembly of the CSinrch 
of Scotland a petition was heard from Mr John 
Anderson, minister of Bellie, appealing against 
sentences of the Synod of Moray and Prasbytery 
of Strathbogie, prohibiting him from acting in 
the capacity of factor, and confining him to the 
exercise of his clerical functions. iSe Assembly 
sustained the appeal in respect of certain iireffu- 
larities of procedure, but declared it impossible 
that they should not highly disapprove 
of ministers of the Church engaging in such 
secular pursuits as might be inconsistent with 
the discnarge of their spiritual functions, and 
r€commend«l the Presbytery of Strathbogie to 
see that these pastoral duties were fullv per- 
formed in the parish of Bellie, and in all other 
parishes within their bounds. 

June 17.— "The state of the Wool Market in 
England is so fluctuating at present that both 
the wool-growers and purchasers who came 
North to attend the sales here have hung off, 
and lu is only this morning that business was 
done in earnest. The price is SDs 6d the doable 
stone for wool of the blackfaced sheep. No 
sales of Cheviot wool have been made in In- 
verness, but at Fort- William two parcels were 
sold at 2l8 and 228 per single stone.** Cheviot 
lambs were quoted 10s 6d to 12s ; three-year-old 
Cheviot wedders. 25s to 27s 6d; oast Cheviot 
ewes, 15e to 17s bd ; blackfaced lambs, 8s to ds ; 
ditto wedders, 228 to 248; cast ewes, 128 to 
ISs. At a meeting of wool-ffrowers it was 
agreed to request members of Parliament to 

Sve their support to a bill then pending for 
e protection of the British wool-grower. 

June 24. — ^A ffirl, eiffht years of age, was sud- 
denly killed Dv the falling of the flag-staff on the 
Castle Hill. 

Ibid. — "It is with much pleasure we notice that 
the handsome Pump-Room erected at this cele- 
brated swinff [the Strathpeffer Mineral Well] 
by Mrs Hay Mackenzie, ot Cromarty^ has been 
recently opened for the aocommodsition of the 
ladies and gentlemen attending there. A re- 
spectable servant man is in attendance, who 
conducts the business of the place with much 
decorum. The reputation of tnis Spa is yearly 
increasing, and nothing is now wantiaff to 
render the delightful valley of Strathpeffer a 
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pljK» of fMhiooablft and beneficial resort bat 
a few neat cottages to accommodate inTalids, 
and a hotel or boarding-boiise, which would 
peiiu^is bebter answer the purpose of fashionable 
Tisitors." 

July L— *a)ied, at Dornoch, on the 31st Mav, 
John Law, Esq., Sheriff-^abstitate of the 
county of Sutherland. As a hosband and a 
parent he was nMst affectionate ; as a judge he 
was upright and impartial; and as a member 
of socie^ he possessed those amiable qualities 
whidi command esteem." 

Ibid. — ^Meetings of operatiTes in the large towns 
of England were agitating for reform and for 
the redress of grievances. 

July a— The H^^hland Societj of London Toted 
one hundred guineas in aid of the Society for 
the Education of the Poor in the Highlands', and 
private subscriptions in London produced a fur- 
ther sum of £106. 

Ibid.^>n the 18th ulu, the foundation stone of a 
new parish church at Roaemarkie was laid. The 
Heritors and Magistrates met in the Town Hall 
oi Fortrose and walked in procession to the site. 
The Rev. Alexander Wood, minister of the 
parish, delivered an address, and Mr Macken- 
lie of Flowerbum, the principal heritor, de- 
posited papers and coins in the foundation stone. 

Ibid. — ^'Died here, on the 2nd curt., in his 67th 
year, universally regretted, Mr James Wills, 
who had been one of the teachers to the Inver- 
ness Academy since its institution. Hie life 
of ^Ir Wills was wholly devoted to the faithful 
and aealous disdiarge of his professional duties ; 
and his exertions as a teacner were rewarded 
by the veneration and grateful affection of his 
pupils, in every Quarter of the ^lobe. and by the 
general esteem' oi his fellow-citizens.** 

July 15. — The first monthly com market was held 
at Inverness on the previous Tuesday. 

Ibid. — ^The new mail coach to run between Inver- 
ness and Thurso started this morning. It was 
timed to leave Inverness at 6 a.m., arriving at 
Wick at half-past seven the following mommg, 
and at Thurso at half-past eleven. — **An ele- 
gant new mail coach, buut on the patent princi- 
ple, and dr4wn by four horses, now runs be- 
tween the town and Aberdeen, and leaving that 
city at the usual hour of despatdiing the North 
MaQ, reaches Inverness so early as eleven at 
night. Hie Thurso mail departs in the morn- 
ing, and passengers to the northward are thus 
permitted to enjoy a few hours of repose before 
setting forward. * 

Ibid.— Died, at >Glnfield, on the 9th curt., Ann, 
wife of Vjc MacdoMQ, writer, Invemeas. A tri- 
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bate is paid to her i^ght, intelligent, and 
^nial character. 

Ibid.— *1n the last report of the Gaelic School 
Society, we have the following acconnt of tihe 
deplorable state of ignorance ot the Highlands 
of Scotland:... Out of a popnlation of 32,501 
(belonging to a few parishes of which retnms 
had been made), 19,367 are incapable of read- 
ing either English or Gaelic. Connected with 
this melancholy fact it must be observed tlMtt 
the proportion who are able to read reside in 
or near a district where a school is taught ; but 
in the remote glens, or subordinate iriands of 
almost every parish, few or none can be fonnd 
who know even the letters." 

July 22. — Lord Archibald Hamilton kid before the 
House of Commons a report from the Select 
Committee on Scottish Royal Burghs. After a 
keen contest it was ordered to be printed.— A 
petition from Inverness nraying for reform was 
presented to the House oi Commons by Sir 
James Mackintosh. 

Ibid. — Died, at the Manse of Duthil, on 1st July, 
the Rev. John Grant, in the 77th year of his 
age. "Mr Grant filled tue situation of minister 
in various parishes for about 50 years, and dis- 
charged the parochial duties with such kindness 
and attention as to attract the universal esteem 
of his parishioners. He possessed all the hos- 
pitality of the Highlander, tempered with the 
moderation and mingled with tne benevolence 
of the Christian, and he was ever the friend 
of the T>oor and their ready shield against op- 
pression. He had' a capacious and original 
mind, cultivated to the highest degree by study, 
and was one of the most profound classical 
scholars of the present dav. He delighted in 
the Greek and Latin authors, who were his 
constant and familiar companions; and as he 
possessed a most retentive memory, the con- 
versation was enriched and adorned by frequent 
ready quotations and happy allusions, illustra- 
tive of any subject under discussion. He was 
a great enthusiast in the Gaelic language, with 
which he was perfectly conversant. He was 
passionately fond of music, especiall"^ of High- 
land airs and Gaelic songs, and felt peculiar in- 
terest in the traditionary tales, the deeds of 
arms, the feats of strength and activity of the 
heroes of feudal times. Being himself a poet, 
he had a very delicate and nicely discriminating 
taste in poetry as well as in general criticism, 
and his mind was deeply stored with every 
species of literary accjuirement. As a genealo- 
gist he had no superior, his knowledge in that 
particular extending not only to the history of 
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families of his own and neighboniinff counties, 
but to thab of families dispersed aU oyer the 
kingdom. Tills served to ^ve an interest and 
historical trutli and body to his anecdote that 
rendered his company peculiarly agreeable and 
instructive. His wit, which was caustic and 
original, frequently expanded into a broad and 
go^-natured humour that carried balm along 
with it, and spread cheerfulness around him, 
so that those against whom his shafts were 
thrown loined in the hilarity they produced.'* 

July 29. — ^This issue contains numerous extracts 
from other papers describing or discussing the 
removal of people in the inland districts of 
Sutherland to villages on the seashore. A state- 
ment which seems to have been official appeared 
in the *TKmes," beginning as follows: — **In 
1817, a year of great distress in the Highlands, 
Lord Stafford extended his relief to the 'poorer 
tenants on the estate of Sutherland to the 
amount of £10,000. This distress was much 
increased by the numbers of people who had 
settled on the estate without permission, 1500 
of them paying rent to no pei-son ; and many 
more of them holding entirely of the inferior 
tacksmen. The extreme misery endured by 
these poor people (a state of things occurring 
every three years on the average), the great im- 
provement among those who had been settled 
on the coast, and the rapid extension of the 
fisheries, pointed out the necessity of delaving 
no longer the removal of the remainder of the 
people who still dwell on the hills to the sea- 
coast — a measure as necessary for them as bene- 
ficial to the estate, and advantageous to the 
country." Removals from Kildonan appear to 
have been the chief cause of the correspondence 
and discussion at this time. 

Ibid. — ^An officer of a Revenue cruiser, under an 
order from the Sheriff-Substitute of Orkney, 
examined the condition of an emigrant vessel 
from Oomarty Iving near Stromness and bound 
for Pictou. in Nova Scotia. The vessel carried 
87 peswngers, and the officer found a larire 
quantity of its provisions unfit for use. He 
reports with indignation on the state of the 
vessel 

Ibid. — ^ICention is made again of the mail dili- 
gence which commenced running on the 15th 
inst. between Inverness and Thurso, "thus com- 
pleting the mail coach conveyance from Fal- 
mouth to Ix)ndon, and from London to the 
Northern Ocean. This great advantage to the 
remote district through which it runs has been 
secured within a twelvemonth after there were 
roads made fit to convey it, and is in a great 
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meaiure owing to the exertinnB of the Mtrqoia 
of Stafford.'* A parasrraph in ft later isvue mji 
that the jmiraej'waA now made ''in tlie short 
■p^e of thrw (kyi Mid three hours." 

August 6, — ^A report on the Burgh Jaila of Scot- 
land giFes nn ftccount nf the ((tat« of the prison 
in TaiD. The following U the opening para- 
gra.ph ; — ^^The Magiatratea hava hut too munh 
reason to mj tha-t me jail at Tain ia not iruffici- 
ent either for the accommodation or secure 
cuatodT of anv prisoner, civil or criminal, Tliere 
in hardly a criminaj confined in it who haa moch 
difficulty in making hia escape ; for the walls 
are now »o old that, thoogn of considerabla 
thickne»a, they ara eaailj gone through with % 
common chiiel, the atonet eajiljr giving wa^ 
and reduced to aand ; and such haa been th« 
sltQation of the Magiitratea, and iucb would he 
their srifcuation now* were a criminal lodojed for 
any atrocious crime, that, contiBiy to the lawa 
of Scotland, fhey would be obliged instantly ti 
put that criminal in irona, otherwise they might 
lay their Ew?cDant with an escape in forty-eigl-t 
hours." The MagiRtratefl. it \» stated, had dur- 
ing the Inat. 4^ yeara lo«t about £150 throutrh 
cofteii arising from the eacape of prisoners con- 
fined for debt. 

Ibid — **Die-i hei*. on the 26th nit, in the 76th 
year of his age. the 50th of his Tfiini»tTT. and the 
32nd of his Epiacopate, the Right Rev. And- 
rew Macfarlane. Senior Biahop of t^e Scot* 
Epiacopal Church." 

Angaat it. — Arcnunt of the dispersion of the Re- 
fonn meeting near Manchester, known a* the 
Peterloo Ma«fiiacre. Five persons lost their 
live*«, nnd ttboiit « htindred were injured. From 
this time forward there ar© frequent paragraphi 
and articles about the agitation in England and 
the sotith of Scotland, chiefly Glaagow. The 
preaence and activitv of apiea aro condemned. 

Ibid. — Prinre Leopold of Saie-Coburg, the hos- 
band of the late Prinrcss Charlotte, and after- 
wards King of the Belifians, at this time visited 
the North. He wa* entertained at Dnlwhinnie 
and Kiniftra by the Marqoia ajid MArchioness 
of Huntlv. nn^ aarended to the pi mm it of Tor 
A]vie* where he was met- by almost all the coun- 
try gentlemen of the district, by several of tbeir 
ladies, and between five and six hundred people, 
mostly dreftsed in High land trarh, **At the first 
appenrnnce of his Royal Hitrhneas, the Marquis 
of HnntlTS piper rommenred plflying. and the 
people starting suddenly from behind the Water- 
loo Monument, formed a circle round the Prince, 
who affably spoke to every one who came with- 
in apeaking distance, drank ta their he^ilth, and 
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took snnff from those who presented their oiiiff 
horn*. The Marquis of Hmitly provided an 
entertainment soitkble to the occadon, consist- 
inff of two deer, an immense quantity of be«>f 
aira mutton, one hundred quartern loaves of 
bread, several ankers of strong whisky, some 
ankers of beer, and a large hogshead of cold 

gunch." The scene on the summit seems to 
ave been intended to realise the description 
in the Lady of the Lake, when the clansmen 
spranff from the hillside at the signal of Roder- 
ick Dhu. When at Dalwhinnie the Prince at- 
tended service in Laggan Parish Church. The 
Marquis of Huntly gave £20 to the minister of 
Alvie to be distributed amonff the pocn*. 

Ibid. — ^From the report of the Northern Infirmary 
it appears that for the year 1818, 21 persons 
classed as "maniacs" were admitted for treat- 
ment. 

September 2. — On the 30th August Prince Leo- 
pold left Kinrara, and after lunching at Moy- 
nall, airived at Inverness. He was met out- 
ride the town by some of the county gentlemen, 
who formed an escort, and at the Hotel he was 
received by the Magistrates. Next day he drove 
to Loch-Ness, luncned at Dochfour, and in the 
evening was entertained by the Ma|^rates 
and a distinguished company to dinner in the 
Northern Meeting Rooms. Provoat Robertson 
was highly praised for the arrangements made 
in connection with the visit. On Thursday 
(2nd) the Prince was to leave for Fort-George, 
and proceed afterwards to Gordon Castle. 

Ibid. — ^The Northern Missionary Society held its 
twentieth anniversary at Tain, when the Rev. 
Donald Fraaer of Kirkhill. and the Rev. John 
Kennedy of Killeaman preached. The collec- 
tion at the church door amounted to £32 9s 8d, 
and the subscriptions of members and donations 
to £94 12s lOd, making a total of £127 2s 6d, 
being the highest sum ever collected by the 
Society at one meeting. A considerable part of 
it was contributed by prayer meetings and 
penny-a-week associations. The Society voted 
£150 to the Edinburgh Missionary Societv. and 
£60 to the Society in Bengal (Serampore Mission) 
for translation of the Scriptures. Seventy new 
members were added to the list of contributors. 

September 9. — On the previous Tliursday, after 
visiting Fort-\ieorge. Prince fioopold passed 
through Nairn and Forres, where he was re- 
ceived with fitting distinction. At Forres he 
received the freedom of t&e burgV.. He was 
•ntertalned at Grant Lodge, Eli^n, and arrived 
at Gordon Oastle in the evening. On Satuixlay 
he returned with the Marquis of Huntly to Kin- 
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rara^ breakfasting at Amdillj and lunching at 
Ballindalloch. "He was receiyed,''8aTa the re- 
port, **in this country with a Highland w^- 
come, he has shared our hospitality with cheer- 
fulness and kindness, and from nis engagins 
manners he has departed with our loye and 
esteem." The Prince ffaye £100 to the funds 
of the Socie^ for the Education of the Poor in 
the Hi^hlancis, and £20 to the poor of the parish 
of Alyie. 

Ibid. — Mr Telford, the ennneer, and his friiend 
Southey , the poet, were in Inyemess the pveyions 
week, on a yisit to the Highlands. 

Ibid. — 'The smack George, wnich sailed from Lon- 
don on Thursday, the ^nd inst. , arriyed at Find- 
iiom on Tuesday, the 7th." 

September lb. — 'Tlie inhabitants of the town will 
be glad to learn that the repair of the road 
from Church Street to the Snore, so long in 
contemplation, has been contracted for, and will 
be commenced immediately. There will be a 
foot-path of considerable width along its whole 
extent." 

Ibid.— "Died, on the 19th of March last, lient.- 
Colonel Fraser, of the Royal Soots. This gal- 
lant officer was killed wnile rallying the ad- 
yanoed party of our troops before Assergfaur, 
upon whom a desperate and unexpected attadc 
had been made by a sally from the fortress, nis 
loss is deeply regratted by his companions in 
arms throuj^out India, where he has senred 
with distin^iished reputation for many years." 

Ibid.— ''At Hull, on the 22nd ult., aged 84. 
Roderick Macleod, of the 15th Regiment of 
Foot, who fought at the Siege of Quebec, under 
the gallant General Wolfe, and was in yarious 
other engagements. At>ont eighteen years a^o 
this yeteran had a graye-stone put down in 
the Trinity Church new burying-ground, in 
the place wnere he intended to l>e interred, beai - 
ing this inscription — ^"Iliis is the buryin^-pkotr 
of an old soldier who has seryed four Pnnoes : 
the first was the last and the last was the 
best.*" 

September 23. — It is stated that the plumbago 
mine in Qlenstrathfarar was atfording employ- 
ment to a considerable number of persons. Large 
quantities of the mineral were sent to London 
by the sma(^ for sale. 

Ibid.— "Married in the Parish Church of Trent- 
ham, in the county of Stafford^ on Thursday the 
16th curt , by his Grace the Lonl Archbishop of 
York, the Right Hon. Lord Viscount Belnaye, 
eldest son of the Earl Grosy«sior, to the Rig^i 
Hon. Lady Elizabeth Mary Leyeeon Qower, 
younger daughter of the moat noble the Marquir 
of Stafford.*'^ 
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Ibid. — ^"At her houae. Crown, InyemesSt on the 
3rd inst., in the TBth year of her age, Jane, 
relict of the Hon. Arcmbald Fraaer of Lorat, 
and siater of the late Sir William Fraaer, 
Bart." 

Ibid. — A proposal ia on foot to run • coach > e- 
tween Inyemeaa eod Fort- William, with a poa- 
aible connection to Slgre. A meeting to aup- 
jwrt th« acheme waa held at Fort^Auguatua, and 
£500 waa aubacribed to farther the project, 
Qlenffarry giving £100. 

September oo. — ^Beginning of hiatorical and miacel- 
laneoua noticea of Invemeaa, "to be continued 
oooaaionally.'' Tbey were no doubt contributed 
by Mr Jamea Suter. 

Ibid. — ^"Died, at Graveaend, on hia paaaa«e from 
London to Inyemeaa on the 24th inst.. fir Wil- 
liam Ettlea, bookseller, of this place. ' 

Octobu* 7. — ^At the Michaelmas Head Court, on 
the roll of freeholders being made up, Colonel 
A. Macdonell of Glengarry rose and read a pro- 
test against the designation of Ranald George 
Macdonald, Esq. of Clanranald, on the ground 
that that gentleman had no lauds or charters 
that entitled him to be designated of Clan- 
ranald — his true and legitimate title being of 
Mbidart, or Oaptadn of Clanranald. "To proye 
this averment. Glengarry entered into a detail 
of the genealogical history of the Family of 
Moidart, explained the etymology of the word 
Clan, and concluded (with an accompaniment of 
some animated remarks) that he would consider 
it personal to himself if any gentleman should 
hencelorwai'd mention Mr Maodonald other- 
wise than as Captain of C^nraoald. Mr Mac- 
kenzie of Woodside having, on behalf of his 
client, answered the gentleman's objection, and 
some observations having been made thereon by 
several other members, it waa rejected aa in- 



competent to be entertained bv the meeting. 
Glengarry here intimated that he would brinff 
the question before the Court of Sesaion, ana 



thence, if necessary, to the House of Peers." 
Ibid. — The birth of an heir to Clanranald waa 
celebrated with great rejoicing in the Long 
Island. 
Ibid. — ^The imprint to the "Courier" now bears 
that it is "printed and published by John John- 
stone." 
October 14 and 21.— At the Northern Meeting 
this year Lord Saltoun preaided. There waa a 
long discussion on questions relating to the 
Secretary, but he waa unanimously re-ap- 
pointed. The ball-room, it ia stated, had re- 
ceived a new and most appropriate ornament 
in a finely-executed, full-length painting of the 
Marchioneaa of Huntly. 
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October 21. — Died, at London, on 1st October, 
Benjamin Ross, banker, Tain. His death in 
spoken of with marked regret. It is said that 
"by no similar dispensation, since the lamented 
death of Sir Charles Ross of Balnagown, has 
such a general gloom been oa«t oyer the Easter 
parts of Ross and Sutherkadshires.*' 

Ibid. — ^A fuU account is given of the blacklead 
mine of Olenstrathfarar. "The mine was 
discovered in the jear 1816, and the pronrietor. 
Fitter of Lovat, mimediately determmed on its 
being mined. The working is carried on by 
ten or twelve men, and is entirely at the day, 
the miners not having sunk more than a few 
yards from the mrface. The quantity hitherto 
raised has been inconsiderable: last year, for 
instance, the quantity sent to London did not 
exceed five tons. This was sold at the rate 
of £93 per ton, thus affording a great profit to 
the proprietor, as the average expense of mining 
and transport did not exceed £17 a ton.*' 

October 28. — In consequence of the agitation and 
disaffection in the country, the Gibinet pro- 
posed to raise an additional force of 11,600 men. 
They dismissed Earl Fitswilliam from the office 
of liord-Lieutenant of the West Riding of York 
for countenancing a meeting "which demanded 
inquiry into the conflict at Manchester. 

Ibid. — An Inverness Juvenile Bible Society was 
formed. Seven hundred young persons enrolled 
themselves. 

Ibid. — An account is given of the journey of Mr 
James B. Fraser of Reelig to the sources of the 
Jumna and uie Uanges. This journey was 
undertaken in 1815. The account is made up 
from Mr Eraser's journal, and communicated 
by Mr Fraser-Tytler. 

November 18. — ^A meeting of the county of Ross 
adopted a loyal address to the Prince Resent, 
and condenmed "the alarming progress of in- 
subordination end studied contempt of the law 
and its administration in manv parts of the 
United Kingdom.*' Mr Mackenzie of Sealorth 
wrote disapproving of the meeting as being in 
his opinion unnecessary, and tending to ciiate 
mischief and alarm. 

Ibid. — A project was on foot to establish religious 
libraries in the Highlands. 

November 25. — County meetings in Inverness. 
Nairn, Cromarty, and Sutherland adopted loyal 
addresses to the Prince Regent. 

December 2. — A list of places is given, in which 
the Society for the Education of the Poor have 
established gratis schools. Six "aid" schools 
were also established in the parish of Moy, 
under circumstances explained as follows: — 
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"These stations are in tlie pariah of Moy, Li- 
verneM-ahire, which runa for 15 milea al<Hig 
the river Findhom, beaidea aeveral lateral gkna ; 
in all of them the people have been in the habit 
of employing teachera whom, for want of meana, 
they could only keep for a part of the year. 
With the aid of the Society, which in money 
will not amount to more than £13 sterling, or 
2a per annum per scholar, for the whole aix 
8cho<^, the people hope to be able to emj^oy 
the teachers all the year, and to carry on the 
education of their children with more effect than 
heretofore.*' 

luid. — An afiEray occurred near Banff between 
smugglera and a party of Excisemen, aided by 
a detachment of soldien. The soldiers fired, 
and one of the smugglers was wounded, it waa 
feared mortally. 

December 9. — "Died, afber a short illnesa, in the 
Cantonment at Dhapoolu, near Sevemdroog, 
in the East Indiea, Lieutenant and Adjutant 
William Macdonell, of the 1st Battalion 10th 
Native Infantry and son to Coll. Macdonell, 
Esq. of Barrisdale. His brother-officers of 
the regiment have, in token of their very great 
esteem and aincere regard for him, built a splen- 
did monument to his memory, on the spot where 
he lies interred." 

December 16. — ^"lir John Anderson, minister of 
Bellie, and Commissioner to the Duke of Gk>r- 
don, has tendered to the Presbytery of Strath- 
bogie the former of these offices — ^which was 
accepted of, and intimation thereof appointeii 
to Im made from the pulpit of Bellie." 

December 30. — ^Lord Archibald Hamilton s motion 
for the lenewal of the Committee on the Scot- 
tish Burghs waa approved of by the House of 
Commons. 
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No. XV. 

George III. died 29th January 1820, in the 
82nd year of his age and the 60th of his reign. 
He had been mentally incapacitated for more 
than nine years, and was blind for some years 
before his death. The Prince Regent now 
ascended the throne as George IV. The first 
year of the new reign was greatly troubled. 
A plot was discovered for the assassination of 
Ministers, devised by a man named Thistle- 
wood, who was apprehended with his com- 
panions on February 22nd as they were arming 
themselves in a hayloft in Gato Street, off the 
Edgware Road. The ringleaders were tried and 
executed. About the same time Glasgow and 
the neighbouring towns were disturb^ bv a 
threatened rising. Queen Caroline, who had 
been living abroad, returned home on the ao- 
oession <^ ner husband, arriving in London 
on the 6th of June. Negotiations had been in 
progress to induce her to remain on the Con- 
tinent, but the order to omit her name from 
the Liturgy excited her indignation and 
prompted her return. 

In June of this year the first steamboat was 
placed on the Canal, to run between Inverness 
and Fort-Augustus. From Fort-Augustus to 
Fort- William communication was established 
once a week by coach. 

During the second half of 1820, the nation 
was deeply moved bv the trial of the Queen. 
The Government had ^pointed a Secret Com- 
mittee, which reported on the 4tn Julv that the 
charges againsv her Majesty affected not only 
the honour of the Queen, but also the dignity 
of the Crown, and the moral feeling and honour 
of the country. In the opinion of the Com- 
mittee, it was indispensable that the charges 
should become the subject of a solemn inquiry, 
and they recommended that the investin^tdoti 
should take the form of legislative proceedings. 
On the 5th, Lord Liverpool introduced a 
measure in the House of Lords to de- 
prive the Queen of her rights and privi- 
leges as Consort, and to dissolve the marriage 
between herself and the King. The bill was 
immediatelv read a first time, and a protracted 
inquiry followed. *To the great scandal of 
the whole nation," says Ransome, in his hm- 
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torical Buinmary, "a series of Italian witnesses 
were publicly examined as to the minutest de- 
tails of the Queen's life. Iliis evidence was 
printed in the newspapers, and became the 
daily talk of all classes. As evidence, how- 
ever, on which to found a divoroe. it was auite 
inconclusive, and was unmercifully discreoited 
under the cross-examinai^on of Brougham and 
Denman, who conducted the case for the 
Queen. The second reading of the bill was 
only passed dy 28 ; the third reading by only 
9. In these circumstances Ministers saw that 
there was not the remotest chance of the bill 
parsing the House of Ck)mmons, and it was 
accordinglv abandoned. While it was possible 
that the bill might pass, the feeling of the 
nation had been strongly in the Queen's 
favour ; but a reaction now took place. The 
evidence, though inconclusive, was most dis- 
creditable to her fair fame, and the number of 
her supporters rapidly diminished." This pas- 
sage fuUy represents the facte as exhibited in 
the newspaper columns of the day. At In- 
verness there was a partial illumination on 
receipt of the news of the abandonment of the 
bUl. 

A step in advance was taken this year by 
the formation in the town of what was called 
a Sacred Music Institution. Towards the end 
of the year a steamer made the first voyage 
to Kyleakin. 

From the ** InverTU-SJi Courier," 
1820. 

January 6. — "The North Mail Ck>ach has been 
prevented for some time back from proceeding 
further than Tain owing to the deep fall of 
snow. The road between Tain and Thurso is 
in some places covered with snow to the depth 
of from 6 to 15 feet The mail is carried for- 
ward on horseback, with great difficulty, and 
the hours of arrival are quite uncertain. The 
snow is also so deep between Aberdeen and 
Fochabers that the South Mail Coach, which 
used to reach Inverness about eleven at night, 
baa not arrived; for some days until seven in the 
mominff." — It is stated that at Invemese on the 
4th and 5 th inst. 295 barrels of coal were dis- 
tributed from the Poor's Coal Fund to 723 poor 
persons residing within the town ; also that on 
New- Year's Day Provost Robe(rt49on ordered 150 
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loaves of bread to be distribute amons the 
poor people oonnected with the Soup Kitchen. 

Ibid. — ^The following curious notice is addressed 
to a correspondent: — ''We are extwmely sorry 
that we cannot insert the communication from 
Ross-shire, as every article bearing a real signa- 
ture that appears in a newspaper is charged 
bv the Stamp Office as an advertisement/* 

Ibid. — An artide refeiring, amons other subjects, 
to burgh reform, throws some fight on the con- 
ditions of the question. The writer, after ex- 
pressing approval of the "prudent and cautious 
extension of the elective franchise," 8ay8--"We 
have not been clamorous for the revival (if, in- 
deed, they ever existed) of t!hose silly and nar- 
row laws and obsolete privileges, the benefit of 
which is claimed bv ancient crafts and corpora- 
tions, to the manifest exclusion of all the pro- 
perty, talent, and respectability existing in 
modem times, under the denominations of 
lawytfn, physicians, clergymen, teachers, men 
of letters, artists, printers, annuitants, &c., 
because we have no motive in representing the 
interests of miserable local factions as tibe in- 
terests of the community.'' The writer implies 
that the "set" or constitution of any burffh was 
at best of a restricted kind, and excluded man^ 
of the most intelligent classes from the admini- 
stration oi munici^ affairs. 

January 13. — A record of the number and ton- 
nage of vessels entered at the Custom House of 
Inverness for the year ending January 6th, 
1820, iftiows an increase on the previous vear 
of 259 vessels and 15.498 tons. The statement 
comprehends "all the minor ports within the 
limite of the Inverness Custom House," but even 
so there was room for congratulation on the 
rapid progress of the shipping trade. 

January 27. — Complaint is made that a recent 
dhanflfe in the malt duty was unfavourable to the 
agricultural interests of Scotland generally and 
of the Northern districts in particular. "We 
are gladi to undestand, on tne authority of a 
letter from the Convener of Ross-shire, that the 
member for that countv, before the adjourn- 
ment of Parliament, had an interview with the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer for the purpose of 
pointing out the extreme injustice and impolicy 
of a measure which imposes a higher malt duty 
on Scotland than was paid during the war ; an^ 
which must compel all the distillers in the 
Northern Counties to abandon their works, and 
thus operate as a direct encouragement to smug- 
?fing." 

Ibid. — ^"At Monets House, on the 13th curt., James 
Robertson, Esq., late of KillichanRie, airad 96. 
He outlived all his own family (the male part 
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of which hoiDoiirably Ued and /M. in the ser- 
vice of their countar), and also all the oom- 
panions of his jonth. We haye frequently 
observed the death of *the last* of Prince Charles 
Edward's followers announced, and now venture 
to assert, without fear of contradiction, that 
this is the last of the officers who fought under 
him at the battle of Oulloden in 1746. He 
commanded a company of Hhe Athole Highland- 
ers upon that memorable day ; and bedne T)er- 
fectly collected in his senses to the last mo- 
ments, his enthusiastic accounts of the deeds of 
other yean were truly interesting." 

Ibid. — "Died, at Ghrant's Braes, near Haddington, 
on the 14th inst.^ A^nes Brown, the mother of 
Bums the Poet, m tne 88th vear of her age." 

Februarv 3. — "Died, at Moyhafi, on Thursday the 
20th idt.. Sir iEneas Maci4ntosh, Bart., Chief 
of the Clan Mackintosh, who was justly en- 
deared to his numerous friends, relatives, and 
dependents, by singular uprightness of mind 
and amenity of disposition. Sir JEneas makes 
the fourth great C9an CSiief whom this part of 
the country has lost within the last few years — 
Seaforth, the Chief of t>he Mackenziee ; Lovat. 
the Chief of the Erasers ; The Chisholm ; ana 
Sir .^Jneas Ifackintosh, having all died within 
a short period of each other." A paragraph ia 
the same issue states that the remains of the 
deceased Chief were interred in Petty on New- 
Tear^s Day, the funeral procession, being a very 
imposing spectacle. 

Ibid.~"On the 21st ult., at the Manse of Aber- 
nethy, the Rev. John Qrant, minister of that 
pariui, in the 81st year of his age. Early in 
life Mr Qrant was presented to the livmflr of 
AiTocher, in Dumbartonshire, whence he was 
in 1765 translated to Abemethy. In the latter 
parish he discharged the duties of his station 
with exemplarv fidelitjir for the unusual period 
of 55 years. Happy m the attachment of his 
familv, and in tne respect and esteem of his 
neiehDours, his time and attention were devoted 
wi& unwearied zeal to the spiritual audi tem- 
poral interests of his parishioners, by whom 
tiie memory of his good offices and paternal care 
and solidtode will long be cherished with feel- 
ings of gratitude and veneration." 

Ibid. — A list of premiums is given, awarded by 
the Highland Society of Scotland to farmers in 
Naim£ire, ORitbness, Skye, and other districts, 
for improvements in land and stock. 

February 10 — The death is announced of King 
Qeorffe lliird, in the 8&m1 year of his age and 
the sixtieth of his reign. The same issue oob- 
tains an announcement of the proclamation of 
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George Fomth at the Exchange of Inyerne«, 
"with due solemnity." A salute wai fired by a 
party of the Inyernese Local liilitia who at- 
teii(fed, and patriotic and national airs were 
played by the band. 

Ibid.— An advertiaement announces that the Cale- 
donian 0>ach, beginning on Ist March, would 
be run thrice every week, instead of twice aa 
formerly, "betwixt Inyerness and Perth, across 
the Qrampian Mountains. '* In compliance with 
a wish yery generally exnressed, it was to be 
run in one day between tnese places. "To at- 
tain tMs end, the innkeepers on the road haye 
become contractors, ana the horses will be 
changed at eyery stage. The days for starting 
from Inyemess will hd every Monday, Wednes- 
day, and Friday ; and from Perth eyery Tues- 
day, Thursday, and Saturday of each week. The 
coach will be despatdied uom both places at 
5 o'clock in tihe momins; and will, from cal- 
oulationa made, after allowing ample time for 
breakfast and dinner, at suitable stations, reach 
its destination by ten o'clock at night at far- 
thest." 

February 17.— A proposal was at this time on foot 
for establishing a musical society in Inyemess, 
to be called the Sacred) Music Institution. Hie 
promoten were in correspondence with Mr 
George ihomson, the friend of Bums, with the 
yiew of securing a teacher. 

March 2. — ^This number contains an account of 
the conspiracy of Thistlewood and others (known 
as the Cato Street Conspiracy) for the assassina- 
tion of his Majesty's Ministers. "The traitors 
were actually met, in a loft they had hired am a 
rendezvous, and were completely armed and ready 
to commence the butchery, when they were sur- 

grised by the peace-officers and a party of the 
bldstream Guards." 

Ibid. — ^The exclusion of the Queen's name from 
the liturgy, recorded in this issue, was the 
beginning of the bitter straggle over the claims 
and dbaracter of the Consort of King George 
IV. 

March 9. — ^Parliament was dissolved on the 1st 
instw, and a new Parliament called for the 21st 
of ApriL 

Ibid.— nA riot occurred on the estate of Culoaim 
through an attempt to remove the tenantry. A 
force, consisting of twenty-five men of the Roes- 
shire Militia and fortv constables, was com- 
pelled to beat a retreat by a body of three or 
four hundred people, chiefly women, posted be- 
hind a stone dyke, "who rushed out upon the 
soldiers with a hideous veil and attacked them 
with stidci, stones, and other misalea." The 
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Sheriff of the Ck>aiLt7. who aooompeaied the 
par^, suffered some injury, and had the paoeb 
of his carriage broken. A few ahoCa were, with- 
out orders, fired by the soiiuers in self-defence, 
and two or three women were severely wounded. 

Ibid. — ^"Married, on the 1st March, Lieut -Colonel 
Oolquhoun Grant, Forres, to Miss Mar^pcet 
Brodie, second daiughter of James Brodie oi 
Brodie, Esq." 

IbkL— "At Ardfreck. in the Isle of S^e, on the 
2na ult., Mrs Macleod, Dowager of Talisker, at 
the adyanced age of 91. This excellent and ac- 
complished lady had passed the earlier years of 
her life in the politest circles of society in 
Europe. On the Oolonel*s death, in the Tear 
1789, she retired to her jointure house, wnere 
she passed her disconsolate widowhood, an emin- 
ent example of female worth and dignity to her 
sex, in the duties of fervent Christian devotion 
and extensive charity." 

March 16. — In course of the General Election now 
in proffress, there was a keen stru^le between 
the Fife and Sea£eld interests in ISgin. Two 
of the Councillors in Colonel Grant^ interest 
were picked up and carried off to the coast of 
Sutherland. A day or two afterwards a force 
of tenantry from the Grant estates in Strath- 
spey assembled and marched to Grant Lodge 
at Elgin. A short account of this, the iMt 
Highland Raid on record, is given in this issue. 
Full particulars appeared in our cohmins some 
years ago, written by the late Bailie Stuart. 
The paoer was repuburiied in the 21st Volume 
of the Transactions of the Gaelic Society. 

Ibid. — **We state with deep regret the death of 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie of Avoch, who on 
Saturday last suddenly expired at Mullineam, 
on hi.s way to the North to attend the Ross- 
shire eltH^tion. ' Sir Alexander was sixty-five 
years of age. having been bom in 1755. He 
aiscoverod and explored the Mackenzie River in 
the North'West of America, and was the first 
white man to cross the Rocky Mountains and 
rearh tho Pacific Coast. 

Ibid.— 'Died, at the Manse of Tain, on the 3rd 
curtn, Mrs Margaret Brodie, widow of the late 
Rev. Charles C^der. minister of Urquhart." A 
long paragraph speaks very highly of this lady's 
character and accomplishments. — ^''At Sharrow 
Head, near Shofl)old, on the 7th inst. Major- 
General Patrick Maokenme, colonel of the 3rd 
Royal Vft4»ran Battalion, after 42 years* active 
employment in the service of his country." 

lbi<t~lt is sUted that Colonel Baillie of Leys 
liad bfen returned as one of the representatives 
of the burgh of Hedon. 
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March 23. — ^An important meeting at Dornoch 
complained of an Act passed for tiie encourage- 
ment and improvement of the Irish fisheriea. 
This Act granted higher bounties to the Irish 
fish-cnrers, and privileges not enjojed by their 
British competitors ; and as a consequence the 
latter oould not compete in the market with 
the Irish fish-corer. It was stated at the 
meeting that **in several parts of the North of 
Scotia^, and particularly in the county of 
Sutherland, the prosecution of the herring and 
white fisheries is of recent date" ; that in Suther- 
land the industrv had been fostered bv the 
patronage of the Marquis of Stafford, ana gave 
employment to a numerous population. 

Ibid. — ^lilr Thomas Mackenzie, yr. of Applecross, 
was re-elected member for Ross-shire without 
opposition. His election was proposed bv Mr 
Macleod of Cadboll, and seconded by Sir Hector 
Mackenzie of Oairloch. 

Ibid — ^Rev. Alexr. Macbean, n^nister of Kin- 
cardine, writes on the subject of the Culrain 
riots. He strongly disapproves of the removal 
of the tenantry, but announces that tSiey had 
accepted! the writs served on th^n by the Sheriff 
Officer. 

Ibid. — ^The contest at Elgin, with kidni^ping of 
voters and incursion from Strathspey, reoUls 
the following anecdote: — ^"Seventy years since 
the proprietor of Kinsteary was opposed to the 
Lain! of Qrant as a candidate for representing 
the county of Inverness. The men of Strath- 
spey, indignant that any Lowlander should pre- 
sume to compete with their Chief, came in 
dietached parties to the neighbourhood of Inver- 
ness, pretending to have lost a great number of 
cattle. Ten chosen scouts watched every move- 
ment of their destined prey, and, seizing a 
favourable moment, one threw a plaid over 
Kinsteary's head and the others hoodwinked his 
companions in the same manner. The candi- 
date for the county was detained among the hills 
until the Laird of Qrant was return^ for the 
county, and several vears passed before that 
Chief was informed wnat individuals made the 
bold effort to insure his election." 

March 30.— On the 23rd, Mr Macpherson-Oraot 
of Ballindalloch was elected M.P. for the county 
of Sutherland. On the same day Colonel Fran- 
cis William Grant of Grant was elected mem- 
ber for the countv of Moray. 

April 6 and 13.— lie Right Hon. Charles Grant 
was unanimously re-elected member of Parlia- 
ment for the county oi Inverness. Hie nomina- 
tion was made b^ Glengarry and seconded by 
Glenmoriston. Mr Griuit dellTered a tpeeofa. 
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which is reported at oomiderable length, and 
in the evening entertained a l>''ge party to 
dinner in the Northern Meeting Koo«is. A 
few evening* thereafter he gave a mipper and 
ball to the young people. — ^lir Qeorge Cam- 
ming, London, waa re-elected member for the 
Invemeea Diatrict of Bnrgha, the election 
taking place at Forrea. — 'Ae Hon. Gtoorge 
Pryce Campbell, captain, R.N., second son of 
Lord Cawdor, wtua elected member for the 
county of Nairn.-— Sir Hugh Innea of Lochalah 
waa re-elected for the Northern Burghs. — ^Mr 
Ardiibald Fax quharaon of Finzean waa elected 
for the Elgin Diatrict of Burffha by the caating 
vote of the delejnute for CuUen, the preaidm^ 
burgh, Qeneral Duff being the diefeated candi- 
date. In thia caae no commiaaioned delegate 
appeared for Elgin, but competing minutea of 
Council were read m favour of two nomineea, 
each appointed to vote for the rival candidate ; 
but bot£ votea were rejected.— The Earl of Fife 
waa re-elected member for Banffahire. 

April 13. — Thia iaaue gives an account of proceed- 
inga in Glaagow eiKJv Paisley in connection with 
a |;eneral strike of workmen and a threatened 
riamg. Disturbances alao occurred at Qreenock. 

Ibid. — An epidemic of influenza is reported in In- 
vemesa, tne illness beinor attended by headache, 
aore throat and other disagreeable symntoma. 

May 4. — ^Thia iaaue contaona a report of the trial 
of Thiatlewood and hia companions. Five were 
aentenced to death. 

Ibid. — ^A vacancy m the aituation of Lat^n teacher 
in the Invemeas Academy wasi filled by the aj*- 
pointment of Mr Oarmichael from tHe School 
of Oieff. "The filling up of thia vacancy,*' 
aaya the report, "is known to have excited a 
very deep intereat in thia part of the country. 
We formerly mentioned that the contest had 
added £1Q06 to the funda and 20 namea to the 
liat of directors ; but before the day waa done 
t/he money and the namea were more than 
doubled." This ia an indication of the atrife 
of local parties in those days in the burgh. 

MBay 11. — ^The Treaaurer of the Inverness Auxili- 
ary of the Bible Society reported receipt of 
itsmna from town and county amounting to 
£248 7a. 

Ibid. — "Died, at Garguston of Redcaatle, on the 
28th ult, Alexander Macfarquhar, alias Roy 
(one of tihe oldest men in thia part of the coun- 
try) at the advanced aiyre of 1(6 yeara ; he waa 
one of thoae whose attachment to the unfortu- 
nate and Royal Family of Stewart led him in 
1746 to aupport their cause at the battle of 
Colloden.'* 
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IIaj 18.— At Ifilnfidld. on the 7th curt., Mr Alrx- 
Aodhr Maodonell, who for 37 jreani pnustiied m 
a writer in Invemefls. 

M*7 25.— -The death ia recorded on the 12th init., 
in the 70th year of hia age, of the Rey. Isaac 
Ketchen, for upwardf of 40 ^an miniater of 
the Secession Oongre^ation at Nairn. ^'No 
minister could be letter entitled to the charac- 
ter of father and friend of hia people, or more 
beloved by them and respected by all classes of 
the community in the town and neighbour- 
hood. The circfumstanoes of his death were re- 
markably solemn and impressive. He had 
preached on SabbatL with sreat animation and 
effect, on Matthew, 25th (^pter, 13th verse: 
'Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the 
day nor the hour wnen the Son of Man cometh' — 
rose in his usual health on Friday morning — 
had come from his closet (after praying for the 
last time to hia Father who seeta in secret) to 
the breakfast room, where the family were as- 
sembled for social worship, and had the Psalm- 
book in hand to begin, wnen he leaned Ids head 
on the table, and without a groan breathed his 
spirit into the hands of his Father and his 
God." 

June 15. — ^The return of the Queen to England is 
chronicled, and the excitement whidi her datms 
created. The sympathy of the people was in 
her favour. 

Ibid. — The annual meeting of the Northern Mia- 
sionary Society waa held on the 14th at Inver- 
ness. Collections were intimated amounting to 
£93 19s 6d. 

June 22.— The annual Sheep and Wool Market 
began on) the 20th. little business waa done 
in sheep, but wool sold at prices rather higher 
than were expected. Common wool per double 
stone from IBs to 20s ; Cheviot wool per single 
stone from 20a to 22s ; Cheviot sheep from 20s 
to 25s; blackfaoedl sheep from 20s to 23s; 
Cheviot lambs from lOs to 11a; bkckfaoed 
Uunbs from 7s to 8s 6d ; croke ewes from 16s 
to 17s; wedder hoggs from 15s to 16a. At 
FortrWilliam Market the previous week no 
buaineas was directly done in wool, the highest 

Srice offered being 16e ; but some sales were oon- 
itionally made, the pricea to be determined by 
the Inverness Market. 

Ibid— 1%e Rev. Mr Martin, of the Chapel of 
Ease, Inverness, was presented to the Choitsh 
of Abemethy, vacant by the death of Mr Grant. 

Ibid.— A steamboat, owned by Mr Bell, arrived in 
the Canal Baain, to ply on Loch-Ness. "It is 
intended that the steamboat shall go to Fort- 
Augustus eveiT morning and i«tm to Iny«r- 
nesa at niglbt.'^ 
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June 24. — 'The tteambottt has now performed ax 
raooetsful Tovages on Loch-Nect and the Cale- 
donian Caniu, going o£f in the morning, and 
returning mm Fort-Angtutos ever^r nightw 
Nothing more forcibly showa the rapid improT»- 
ment of thia oonntry, and the enterpriaing com- 
mercial spirit spread alvoad amonff 1^ Pl^pple 
than the facility afforded to traveUers. Three 
daOy coaches, and one coach on alternate days, 
now set out from and arriTe at Inyemeas^ 
whidi yery few years back no public y^de i^ 

EnMchedl; and which witiiin the memoiy of 
ying men seemed as onapproachable aa Star- 
noway or Lowick. The former, by the way, is 
now to be brought home, for we understand that 
A steamboat is to be established at Stomoway." 
In the same issue there is an adyertisement of 
through communication between Inyemess and 
Fort- William. It was announced that a steam- 
boat would ply regularly three times a-week 
between inyemess and Fort-Augustus ; and that 
eyery Saturday a two-horse conyeyanoe (or if 
business would admit one with four horses) 
and a liffbt waggon would run from Fort-Augus- 
tus to Fort-wflliam, returning the following 
Monday. This was to connect with the steamer 
Oomet plying between Fort- William and Glas- 
gow. The enterprising person who started the 
conyeyance was Ifr William Qeddes, yintncr, 
Inyemess. He also proposed to establish at an 
early date a oonyeyance from Inyermoriston to 
Kyle Rhea, on the Sound of Skye. The fare 
from Inyemess to Fort-Augustus wa^ — Oalnn, 
58 ; steerage, 3s 6d ; andl from InyemeSi to 
Fort-William. 12s. "Thus it will be in the 
power of the tourist to g;o in handsome style 
from Inyemess to Edinburgh, including boat 
and coach hires, for the small sum of 54s, and 
steerage passengers may go the same distance 
for the yery moderate fare of 32s." As regains 
the Loch-Ness steamer, it was stated that it 
was "elegantly and commodlously fitted up," 
that refreishments of eyery description, of the 
best quality, would be sol j on hoard on reason- 
able terms ; and that books and music would be 
proyidied. The yessel sailed from Muirtown 
Locks eyery Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, 
and made the return journey fipom Fort-Augus- 
tus eyery Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. 

July 6. — Died, at Inyemess. on Sunday, 25th June 
last, aged 60. Mr Donald Macpherson, many 
yesrs one of the Magistrates of Inyemess. 

Jiily 13. — This issue contains an account of the 
proceedings of the House of Lords, when the 
report of the Secret Committee on ^e Queen's 
case was submitted, and Lord Liyerpool lm>ught 
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iai a bill for the disAolution of the Royal mar- 
riage and depriying the Queea of her rights 

_ and privilegea. 

xoid.— -The Sacred Music Institution formed at 
Inverness advertises classes to be conducted Inr 
Mr Huntly. A long letter appears from Mr 
Gkorge Thomson, the correspondent of Boms, 
on the improvement of psalmody. 

July 27. — A cattle market waa held for the first 
time at Bridge-End of Alness, on the 19th curt. 
— ^The Invergordon Horticultural Society held 
its first meeting for the distribution of premi- 
ums "at the vulage of Invergordon Ness" on 
the 15th. 

August 3. — On Monda;^, Slst July, the Rev. 
Hector Bethune, minister of Alness, was in- 
ducted into the church and living of Dinffwall, 
vacant by the translation of the Rev. Dr A. 
Stewart to the Canongate Church of Edinbursh. 

August 10. — ^The hotels and lodging.iiouses in In- 
verness are reported as ver^ crowded. This 
was partly due to the facilities afforded by the 
steamer recently placed on Loch-Ness, with its 
through connection via Fort-William. It waa 
announced that the steamer wa« to go down the 
Moray Firth the following week, "for the pur- 
pose of exhibiting her u^ulnese and stirring 
up gentlemen of public spirit to establish a 
boat on the Firth for conveying goods and paa- 
sengers." On several occasions the vessel nad 
been unable to carry all the goods sent to Muir- 
town Wharf. 

Ibid. — "The Airs and Melodies Peculiar to the 
Highlands of Scotland and the Isles, vocally ar- 
ranged with symphonies and accompaniments 
for the pianoforte, Ac., Vol. I.*' ia announced 
bv the editor, Captain Fraser. as about to be 
piibliahed by subscription. Captain Fraser had 
before this issued a volume of Highland melo- 
dies, which met with much success in his 
native country. He had, however, sent a 
large consienment abroad, which had resulted 
in serious loss, owing, apparently, to the com- 
petition of a pirated edition published in 
America. 

August 17.— A meeting waa held and a Committee 
appointed for the establishment of a subscrip- 
tion library in Inverness. 

August 24. — It is stated that markets had re- 
cently been established at Muir of Ord, and 
promised well. The number of cattle exposed 
for sale were computed to be from three to 
four thousand head. 

Ibid.— "Arrived at Bennet's Hotel, John Glad- 
tone, Esq., of Liverpool, M.P., and family." 

August 31.— A large part of this if»roe is devoted 
to speeches and evidence at the Queen*s trial. 

24 
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— ^The Rev. Legh Richmond, of Turvey, in 
Bedfordshire, viaited bivemess to commend a 
movement for promoting Christianitj among 
the Jews. 

September 7. — ^The Northern Missionary Society 
held its anniyersary meeting at Tain on the 
30th ult. Subscrfptions and donations were 
announced to the amount of £122 19s 6d. 

Ibid. — ^"Married, on th« 23rd August, at La CoL 
umbriere, Jersey, by the Dean of the Island, 
Major William Mackay, 68th light Infantry, 
to Margaret, only child of Captain Robert Mac- 
kay of laedgefield, Inverness." — "At Hartfield 
House, on Tuesday, 22nd August, James Mao- 
donald, E8G|. of Balranald and younger of Lyn- 
dale, to Miss Jane Mackenzie, third daughter 
of the deceased Captain Mackenzie of Hartfield. 
The event was celebrated in the true old style 
of liigiiland hospitality, there being upwards 
of 30 ladies and gentlemen present^ wno did 
not separate till the end of the week, but trip- 
ping it on the light fantastic toe to the enliven- 
ing sounds of Sfr Morrison's excellent band, 
and sharing in the liberal hospitalities of Hart- 
field and Applecross House, the residence of 
the worthv member for Ross-shire." 

September l4. — ^The whole of the evidence for 
the prosecution of the Queen was now ended, 
and the House of Lords adjourned to the 3rd 
of October. 

Ibid. — ^Three civil cases were tried at Inverness 
before liord Oillies and a jury. The first had 
reference to a weir on the River Ness, the 
second to a commonty claim from Sutherland, 
and the third was an action by the Rev. Dr 
Ross, Lochbroom. The special interest affect- 
ing these cases arose from the presence of Mr 
Jeffrey and Mr Cockburn as counsel. The 
Court was crowdled almost to suffocation during 
the three days, and> the eloquence and ingenuity 
of the advocates created a great impression. 

September 21. — ^There was some commotion in 

Srospect of the annual election of the Town 
^uncil of Elgin. Eight of the members issued 
a circular, in which they declared that their 
intentions are "to vote into the Town Council 
such gentlemen onlv as are fully Qualified agree- 
ably to the set of tne burgh," and that '"neither 
threats nor any consideration whatever" would 
deter them from exercising their just rights "in 
ordier to restore to the burgesses of Elgin their 
lawful franchise, and therebv to put an end to 
A yoke of the most degnuling and arbitrary 
nature.** Tlie subscribers of Qie circular call 
npon the Sheriffs of the county, the Magistrates, 
and every good dtiaen, to give them that f>ro- 
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teotion which as loyal subjects they were en- 
titled to claim. In the same issue there is a 
report on the Royal Burghs of Scotland by a 
Select Committee of the House of Commons. 
Among other matters, this report calls atten. 
tion to an extraordinary set of facts discloeed 
by Colcmel Francis William Grant, MP. "It 
appears that Colonel Grant was Provost of the 
burgh of Elgin during the years 1816, 1817, and 
1818; also Provost of Forres during two of 
those same years, 1816 and 1817 ; and also in 
the Council of the burgh of Nairn from the 
year 1812 to the present time inclusive. It 
is required bv the sets of three out of the four 
burghs, of which Colonel Grant was in Council 
at the same time, that the members of Council 
should be merchants or traffickers within the 
respective burghs. It must be superfluous to 
the Committee to observe that these four burghs 
are so far ddstant h^om each other as to render 
the observance of this provision of the sets of 
three of them wholly incompatible with the 
facts detailed m Ihe evidence.*' The Commit- 
tee, however, add that the irregularity was due 
rather to the defects of the system than to the 
individual. 

September 28.— A correspondent writes: — ^"A 
complete revolution has been efiFected in the 
burgh management of Elgin at the present elec- 
tion. The contending parties approached the 
jfoal neck and neck, but the F — interest 
finally predominated. We now stand — Alexr. 
Innes, Esq., Provost; Messrs John Forsvth, 
Peter Nicholson, David Cormie, and William 
Dunbar. Bailies; Lewis Anderson, Dean of 
Guild ; Robert Dick. Treasurer. Last night the 
town of Elgin was brilliantly illuminated, and 
numbers of the inhabitants p«raded the streets 
with torch-lights to celebrate the present elec- 
tion of Msj^strates and Town Council.*' This 
wa.<r probably a reaction against the Strathspey 
Raid. 

September 28. — ^This issue contains extracts from 
JSr Loch's work on the Improvements in Suther- 
land. 

October 5. — Sir William Gordon-Oumminar of 
Altyre elected Pmvost of Nairn. — ^Mr Macpher- 
soD-Grant of Ballindalloch, M.P., elected Pro- 
vost of Wick. This compliment was paid to Mr 
Macpherson-Grant on the motion of Sir John 
Sinclair, in recognition of bis services to the 
fisheries. 

Ibid. — A sum of £50 wnn remitttvi by Mr Ken- 
neth Macpherson of Jamaica, being subscrip- 
tions collected in the Colonv in aid of the So- 
cietv for Educating the Poor in the High- 
fa nds. 
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October 12.— A long report is given of the pro- 
ceedings connected with the trial of the Queen, 
and the aame subject continues to engross sub- 
sequent issues. 

Ibid. — "The ladies of Elgin have presented the 
new Provost with a handsome gold chain, to 
be worn by him and his successors in office so 
long as the Bfagistrates and Council maintain 
their independence."— Oolin Mackenzie of 
Kilcoy was elected Provost of Dinsfwall, and 
Roderick Macfarquhar Provost of Fortrose. 

October 19. — The steamboat between Glasjarow 
and Fort- William had been so successful that 
another boat was to be put on the route, and 
the voyage performed twice a week. 

Ibid. — "So great is the interest excited bv the trial 
of the Queen that a Reading-room has been 
established bA, Brora, where the principal Lon- 
don papers are taken in," 

October 26. — ^The Northern Meeting was held the 
previous week. The Marquis of Huntlv (de- 
scribed as "the life and soul of every society") 
was absent, but otherwise there was a satisfac- 
torv attendance. The chair was filled succes- 
sively by Mr Macleoii of Cadboll, Sir James 
Dunbar, and Sir William Gk>rdon.Cumming. 
Neighbouring proprietors sent presents of 
game. 

Ibid. — The premiums given bv the Board of Agri- 
culture for the best cultivated farm in the 
ooomty of Morav had been adjudged in the 
previous May to Mrs Geddes of Cfrbliston. The 
lady was permitted to make her own choice of 
plate, and now received two handsome cups, 
a tea-'^ot, milk-ewer, and! sugar bowl, with a 
suitable inscription. The improvements were 
planned by her deceased husband "at a period 
when tbe spirit of agricultural exertion in 
Morayshire was by no means so conspicuous as 
at present.** They consisted in the conversion 
of "fifty acres of moorish eround, on which 
previously not a blade of jn*ass or corn had ever 
grown, into excellent arable land, bv the liberal 
use of lime and a judicious mode of subseouent 
improvement." Mrs Geddes had continued the 
work on obtaining a renewal of the lease. 

Ibid.— The Ri«ht Hon. William Dundas, MP., 
was elected Provost of Tain, and the Marquis of 
Stafford Provost of Dornoch. 

November 9. — ^Mr J. Murray, who was lecturing 
on chemistry in Inverness, contributes an 
article on the constituents of the water of the 
River Ness. He says that Loch-Ness does not 
freeze because the water is so deep that the 
severest of our winters fails to redlice the 
surface to freezing point. 
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November 16.-- The secoDd reading of the bill for 
divordng the Queen was carri^ in the Lords 
by a majority of 28. On the third reading, 
however, the maiority fell to 9, and Ministers 
then abandoned tne l>ilL 

November 23. — Tbii issue contains a report of 
rejoicings throudbout the country on the aban- 
donment of the Divorce Bill. At Inverness an 
intimation was circulated that a number of the 
inhabitants intended to .iluminate on the even- 
ing of Tuesday, 21at. The ICagistrates there- 
upon announced that this intimation was wholly 
unauthorised by them, and that if any illumin- 
ation took place, stepa would be taken to secure 
the public peace. With Uiis view, and to pro- 
tect those who did not illuminate, the Magis- 
trates invited a number of gentlemen to assist 
in keeping the peace, and also called out the 
Civil Force and the detachment of Militia sta- 
tioned at Inverness. *'This force/' says the 
report, "assembled on Tuesday evening, but 
happily there was no occasion for their in. 
terference, as the people behaved with pro- 
priety and good humour, which do credit to 
the character of the town. At the hour an- 
nounced (6 o'clock) those intending to illumin- 
ate, lighted up; and as the evening was un- 
oommonlv soft and beautiful, a very great con- 
course of persons of both sexes traversed the 
streets to enjoy the novelty of the scene. The 
illumination was very partial ^n the principal 
streets of the town, the thick blase being con- 
fined to the west side of the river and the dif- 
ferent suburbs. Fire-works and huzzaing com- 
pleted the circle of the ordinary accompamments 
of illumination; and if the people were occa- 
sionally a little loud in their exultation, it all 
passed off very well on a nieht consecrated by 
them to enjoyment. We nave heard of no 
ofifence being committed ; and have much plea- 
sure in ptating that no insult was offered to 
the private feelings of either the Lighters or 
Non-Lighters." 

December 21. — ^"Sir Hugh Innes, Bart. , has made 
arrangements for plying a large steamboat, cal- 
culate for the conveyance of bulky commodi- 
ties between Kyleakin, in lochalsh, and Glas- 
gow, onoe a week, to commence early in spring." 
The next issue states that a steamboat called the 
Highland Chieftain made the first voyage to 
Kylenkin about a fortnight before. 
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No. XVI. 

The year 1821 opened under the shadow oast 
hy the Queen's trial, so recently brought to 
an inglorious cloae. Loyal addressee were 
voted to the King, but not without opposi- 
tion, and with a marked desire to exercise 
severe criticism on the conduct of the Gbyem- 
ment. Examples of this will be found be- 
low. As the year advanced, the develop- 
ment of steam communication by way of Aber- 
deen created much interest along the northern 
seaboard. 

In the second half of 1821 public attention 
was directed to the coronation of the King, 
the refusal to admit the Queen to the cere- 
mony, her Majesty^s subsequent death, and 
the unfortunate incidents which attended her 
funeral procession in London. The visit of 
the King to Ireland was also a subject of in- 
terest and of more hopefulness than Uie cir- 
cumstances warranted. 

The first entry in July gives the population 
of the town and jparish of Inverness, which 
was less than half what it has now reached. 
One of the most curious cases in the history 
of Excise prosecutions will be found in the 
notes for December. 

From the ** Inverness Courier.** 
1821. 

January 4. — ^In this and oth«r issues there are 
loyal addressee to the ELing from county meet- 
inffs, Town Councils, and Presbyteries. The 
"Cburier" at the same time mentions that party 
zeal of a politioal kind had long been absent 
from the Highlands, but was now beginning to 
show itself. 

Ibid— **0n Thuilsday, the 7th ult., the Highland 
Chieftain steamboat returned from her trip from 
Glasgow to Kyleakin, in Skye. She com- 
plete her voyage to that place, which is 240 
miles from Qhisgow, in 35 hours and 60 minutes, 
and she completed her voyage home in 40 hours 
and 16 minutes, notwithstanding having experi- 
enced the violent gales we had at the beginning 
of the month, and having to contend with many 
of the very rapid currents in the narrows along 
the western coast. We undferstand that the 
proprietors of this boat have resolved to ply 
ner between Qlaagow and Kyleakin by Crinan, 
Oban, and Tobermory, during the ensuing sum- 
mer." 
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Jancaiy 11. — A report of the Invemeu county 
meeting shows that the terms of the loyal ad- 
dress to the King caused a lively discussion. 
Qlengarry, who was not present, wrote that he 
saw no necessity for addressing his Majesty at 
present. Mr Grant of Rothiemurchus criticised 
with severity the conduct of his Majesty's 
Mimsters, and moved an amendment. Mr 
Fraser of Auchnagaim asked Mr Qrant who 
gained the battle of Waterloo. "Mr Qrant re- 
plied, not his Majesty's Ministers, Qod knows. 
Had my Lord Liverpool, my Lord Castlereagh, 
or Mr Vancdttart commanded that day, the 
battle would not have been gained. And had 
tJhe Duke of Wellington possessed no more wis- 
dom, vigour, or consistency than these gentle- 
men, even he would not have obtained the vie- 
tbry." Mr Fraser, yr. of Torbreck, who 
seconded the amendment, said that without 
entering at all into the question of the guilt or 
innocence of the Queen, he considered the with- 
drawal of the Bill of Pains and Penalties one 
of the proudest triumphs the people of England 
had ever obtained. The amendment was ulti- 
mately withdrawn, but the following clause 
adopted from it was introduced into the address : 
— *'We have the utmost satisfaction in beinff 
able to assure your Majesty that in this part of 
your Majesty's dominions, there exists no snirit 
of disaffection, or irreligion, or of immorality, 
nor have any attempts been made, so far as 
we have been able to learn, either by the circu- 
lation of books and writings, or otherwise, to 
shake the loyalty or to corrupt the manners of 
the people.'* In. several county meetings else- 
where and in Presbyteries opposition was shown 
to the voting of addresses. "Dr Chalmers in 
Qlasffow and Mr Andrew Thomson in Edin- 
burgh respectively withstood the proposed Ad- 
dresses, and reprobated the interference of the 
clergy in political matters, as the sure means 
of lowering the clerical character, injuring the 
cause of religion, and lessening the influence of 
its teachers over the minds of the people." Mr 
Mocleod, vr. of Cadboll, dissented from some 
parts of tne Aadress adopted by tbe county of 
Ross. 

Ibid.— The directors of the Sacred Music Institu- 
tion announced that Mr Hunter had been en- 
gaged and had commenced teaching as successor 
to Mr Huntly. 

January 18 and 25.^Reports of meetings, from 
many parts of England and Scotland, snow the 
excitement that prevailed. Loyal addresses 
were voted to the King, but the conduct of 
Ministers was frequently censured. 
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February 1. — Parliament was opened on tbe 23rd 
instw by the King in person, and the epeech from 
tiie Tlirone recommended the Commons to pro- 
vide an income for the Queen. This concession 
tended to allay the public temper. The amount 
subsequently voted was £50,tXX) a-year. 

February 8.— ^Ihere is a report of a dinner of the 
Celtic Society in Edinburah (the third general 
meeting), at which Sir V^^lter Scott presided, 
supported by Glengarrv and Macleod of Ifoc- 
leod. About 70 gentlemen were present, at- 
tired in the Higlduid dress. The principid ob- 
ject of the Society was to promote the general 
ufie of the Highland garb in the Highlands. 
Sir Walter, in replying to the toajst of his own 
health, said that it hc^ been his ffood fortune 
in early life to be much in the Hi^lands. *'He 
rememoered with delight how he used to cling 
round the knees of some aged Highlander, and 
listen half astonished, half afraid, to the tales 
and traditions of that romantic country. It 
was then and there that he had imbibed that 
love for wild scenery and legendary lore which 
had since procured' him what reputation he en- 
joyed. He knew that his friend, Sir John Mal- 
colm, when on his embassy to Persia, had gained 
much reputation by narrating to the Eastern 
Court, in their own languaflre, the Arabian tales. 
He, in like manner, had only given back to his 
country the tales which they had formerly 
known and loved." 

February 16. — "A reading-room was opened' at 
Cromarty on Tuesday week, which is to take 
in three London daily papers, two Edinburgh 
papers, and the two Inverness papers. This 
establishment must be found peculiarly useful 
to the stirring town of Cromarty." 

Ibid. — ^It is reported that the Badenoch Auxiliary 
of the Bible Society had collected £58 Os 2^(1. 
R«y. Mr Macdonala, minister of Alvie, writes : 
— "Considering the almost total failure of the 
pota4x> crop, on which the poorer class depend as 
their principal food for three-fourths of the 
year ; the great fall in the price of cattle and 
sheep, the staple commodity of the country, 
during the whole of the last season, and more 
particularly toward!s the conduaion of it, to- 
gether with the general poverty of the coun- 
try, the above amount collected in these cir- 
cumstances is a clear proof that the Bible is not 
undervalued among the Highlanders of this dis- 
trict." 

February 22.— "The Society for educating the 
poor m the Higlilands have, upon certain con- 
ditions, come definitely to the resolution of 
erecting a building in Inverness as a Central 
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ttnd If oddl School, and they hare fixed on a pita 
which will afFoid accommodation for 300 
scholars, who are to be educated on the new or 
Lancastrian system. The meeting at which 
thi« resolution was adopted was held here on 
Taesday, in the Town Hul, and was numerously 
attended, Colin Mackenzie, Esq. of Kflcoy. 
being in the chair.** The directors only agreed 
to the erection of a echoed on such a large scale 
on condition of the inhabitants of the town 
becoming bound for & pcMtion of the expense. 
To this a number of tke inhabitants assented, 
and an agreement was entered into by whidi 
the Society- was secured in the interest of the 
money to be expended on the building, and the 
feu-duty of the ground on which it was to be 
erected. The new school was to be erected 
on the west side of the river, immediately op- 
posite the Enfflish [High] Church. It was cal- 
culated that the three scnools. Academy, Rain- 
lug's, and Central, would provide accommoda- 
tion for 900 boys and girls, covering tbe whole 
sdiool population of the town. 

Ibid. — ^Indications are noted of retominff pros- 
nerity in the manulactnrinff districts, axul 'even 
in tlus remote quarter." With reference to (Ads 
district, "it is remained both bv commercial 
traveUers and ihose connected witn agriculture, 
that they recollect of no season in whidi the 
payment of accounts has been more prompt or 
fresh orders more liberally given." 

Ibid. — ^In a souffle near Milton of Kilravock be- 
tween three Excisemen and two smugglers, a 
father and son, the father received injuries from 
which he died. The smugglers had refused to 
surrender the illicit spirits which they were 
oonveving in a cart. 

Ibid. — A list of premiums is published, adjudged 
by the Highhmd Society of Scotland to com- 
petitors in Highland districtli. "Our Northern 
readers wiU feel gratified by observing l^iat the 
premiums for improving sheep pastnre by 
making sheep drains are making their way to- 
wards us. We leam that in the conn^ of 
Sutherland there are some farms, on eacb of 
which, within the last five or six years, up- 
wards of 60 miles of sheep drains have been exe- 
cuted." 

March 1.— On the previous Monday, officers of 
Excise secured three horses laden with nearlv 
six ankers of smuggled whisky, on tiie nortn 
side of Kessock Feny, on their way to Inver- 
ness. 

March 8.— A controversy arose in connection with 
the Inverness AthansBum. It was aUeffed that 
of five London daily papers received into Hie 

25 
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room, four had for lome time beea Oppodlioii 
pa«)er8, and tint of eight taken in dming the 
Queen's trial^ aeveo were Opposition and only 
one Ministerial. It seems ihat there were 
aA>oot 130 subscribers to Uie inetitkition, and a 
number of tlkese threatened to resign unless 
both classes of newspapers were fairly repre- 
sented. The annual meeting agreed to take in 
three Ministerial and three Opposition papers. 
It appeared to be uncertain, however, whether 
feeling would be allayed. As the institution was 
in debt, the subscriptioii was raised from £1 
Is to £1 10s per annum. 

March 15. — a school for the instruction of female 
childresi was opened in Inverness. The classes 
were held in the Old Academy. 

March 22.~"Yesterday the Rev. Mr Soott was 
ordained minister of the bursher congregation of 
this place. A number of the neighbouring 
ministers in the same connection attended on 
this occasion, and the Rev. Mr Anderaon, of 
Boghole, and Mr Kennedy, of Keith, preached 
two very appropriate sermons. We understand 
that a new meeting-house is immediately to be 
erected to accomnutdate this congregation and 
their new pastor." 

Ibid. — "A smuggling lugger discharged part of a 
car^ of ffin, bnukLy, tea, tobacco, Ac., at a 
fishing village near Alturlie Point, below Cul- 
loden, on T^sday, the 1st inst. Of the whole 
cargo, only seven matts of coarse tobacco, con- 
taining about a cwt. each, two boxes of tea, 
and a small quantity of snuff were seized. In- 
formation was given to the Acting Supervisor 
in Inverness, not until eight days alter tne land- 
ing, and after his proceeding to the place of 
concealment he found that tl^ whole smuggled 
goods had been removed." Several seizures of 
the smuggled artoxdes were afterwards made, 
amounting in value to about £1000. The 
smuffgling lugger succeeded in landing goods 
at other places on the coast. 

Mardi 22. — This issue publishes a correspondence 
between Qlengarry uid danranald arising out 
of the Question of the Chiefship. 

Ibid.— "Dwd, on the 20th inst, Alexander Fraser, 
Esq. of Torbreck, in the 77th year of his age, 
deeplv and justly regretted." 

April 12.— A half-wittS man, named Ghmn, from 
Caithness, confined on a diarge of sheep-eteal- 
ing, effected his escape with consideraole in- 
genuity from the prison of Inverness. He gott 
out about two in the morning. ''But in proof 
of his real insanity, instead of profiting by hav- 
ing by many hours the start of his pursuers, 
he imocked up the people of an adjoining public- 



ia21] FiU of Ifivmm$s$ dntritr. IM 

house, boMted of what be had done, and de- 
numded some n^iiaky. The consequence was 
that the alarm was immediately given, and by 
ten o'clock he was taJcen a few miles beyond 
Nairn. Ue had called at the iail of Nairn to 
visit a friend there on his way.' 

April 12. — ^Riots oocnrred at Qmids, in Suther- 
land, in resistance of summonses of removal. A 
military force had to be celled in to quell the 
disturbance. 

l£ay 3. — ^This issue contains the report of the 
trial at the Gircuit Court of seven persons from 
Elgin charjjred with, the stealing of a Bailie. 
The unfortunate person was Bailie Francis 
Taylor, who had been oarried away from Elgin 
and conveyed in a boat to Brora, to prevent 
him actinffin the Fife interest at tihe election 
of 1820. The defence alleged that Tavlor was 
a consenting party to hu own removal, and as 
the Crown conndered the evidence for the pro- 
secution ifisufficienti, they threw up the case, 
consenting to a verdict ox not guilty. 

May -10.— Mr Charles Grant, senior, late M.P. 
for the county, presided at the annual meeting 
of the Inverness AuziliaiT of the Bible So- 
detv. The Society had that vear transmitted 
£200 to the British u^ Foreign Bible Society, 
a much larger sum than had been sent in any 
former year. A sum of £1050 in all bad now 
been transmitted to the parent institution. 

Ibid. — ^''When Mr Charles Qrant, senior, retired 
from the representation of the county, he was 
requested by the freeholdeit to sit for his pic- 
ture, which was to be hung in the Court-room 
here. The painting was some time affo finished 
by Raebum, and does great credit to nis pencil. 
It was hung up before the meeting of the Court 
at the late Assises. Hie many obligations 
which this county and the Highlands at large 
owe to the devoted zeal with whiqh Mr Orant 
has, for a large portion of his useful life, pro- 
moted every object connected 'with the pros- 
perity of the county, was very happily expressed 
by Vt Robertson at the late puolic dinner in 
honour of his Majesty's birthday. Dr Robert- 
son concluded his observations by saying that 
Inverness-shire did not owe so much to all 
the members who had represented the county 
since the Union, as to the individual efforts of 
the late member.' " The portrait now hangs in 
the Sheriff Court-room in the Castle. 

May 17. — A oonyeyaace was established to run 
between Inverness and Cromarty once in ten 
days, for the convenieooe of passengers going 
by the London smacks. It is stated that Uie 
want of such a conveyance had hitherto "made 
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tlie amaciDi nearly naeless to the people of thii 
qnarter." The veaseb were said to be com- 
zoitable and eren elegant. 

Mar 24.— *'At Reaolis, on tiie 14th curt, the BeT. 
Robert Arthur, minister of tibe united jparurii of 
Kinoaidine and Collicuden, in the 78th year of 
his age and 47th of his ministry;. He was a 
man of respectable talentb and gifts; a warm 
and animutod preacher of the Gospel ; like onr 
blessed Lord, he went abont doing all the good 
in his power to botib the sonls and bodies of 
men, having considerable skill in medicine as 
well ss theology." 

Ma7 31. — ^''Here, on the 20th inst., after a short 
illness, the Rev. Alexander Eraser, senior 
minister of this town, in the 70th year of his 
age, and the 43rd of his ministry. The gentle- 
ness and kindness of his disposition, his nn- 
feigned piety, and exemplary conduct, procured 
him the attadiment of his friends and the re- 
spect of his flock." TIm heritors and Magis- 
trates made application to have the IUt. 
Thomas Eraser, minister of the Third Cbarge, 
transferred to £he Vint, lliis they did in re- 
cognition of Mr lliomas Eraser's zealoos 
labours in the community, and his attention to 
the poor and sick. He had carried on his work 
for twenty years on a very slendier stipend. 
ReT. Mr Kose, who held the second charge, ha-1 
"very handsomely waived his claims in favour 
of his highly deserving colleague." 

Ibid. — ^This iaiue announces the beginning of a 
regular conveyance by steam venels between 
Aberdeen and Leith. "The Tourist^ arrived at 
Aberdeen on Thursday last (24th inst.) betwixt 
eight and nine o'dodc in the evening, in the 
face oi a strong northerly wind, from Leith, 
after calling at most of the intermediate places ; 
and another steam vessel, of like elegant de- 
scription will put on the trade in a few 
wedbi, when one will sail from each port 
daily." The vessel entered Aberdeen Harbour 
in grand style, with a band of jnusic playing. 

June 14. — A man named William Cochrane set 
up bathing machines at Seabank to encourage 
bathinff in the neighbourhood of Inverness. 

Ibid. — ^Tne annual meetinsr of the Northern Mis- 
sionary Socid^ was held at Inverness. Rev. 
Mr Smith, G&omarty, preadied in the Hiffh 
Oburch, end Rev. Mr Mackintosh, Tain, in tne 
Church-yard. A sum of £54 was collected at 
the door, and £58 contributed) by subscription, 
making a totel of £112. 

Ibid.— A steam vessel called the **Brilliant" was 
launched at Dumbarton, to completo the con- 
nection wiA Inverness by way of Aberdeen. 
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She was 106 feet keel length and 125 feet deck, 
and bad engimee of 80 hone-power. 

Ibid.— '*I>ied, in Great Pulteney Street, Bath, 
between two and three o'clock in the morning 
of Friday week, the Right Hon. J<^n CampbeU, 
Lord Oawdor, of Castlemartin, Pembrokeshire. 
His lordship is succeeded in his title and estates 
by tfae Hon. John Frederick Campbell, lf.P. 
for Carmarthen, who married the eldest daugh- 
ter of the Marquis of B«th." 

June 4!il.— The Wool Market was held a day or 
two before. The following prices were ob- 
tained : — ^For Cheyiot wool, 18s to 20s per stone 
of 24 lbs. English. Some blackfaced wool sold 
at« 20s per double stone, but the market prices 
may be stated at from 18s to 20s. Qood wed- 
ders brought 20s ; the general market price, 
18s to 208; G^viot ewes, 14s to 16s; black- 
f aoed ewes 12b ; Cheviot lambs, 8s ; blackfaced, 
6s to 7s. A considerable quant&ty of wool had 
been disposed of, but the more opulent fannbrs 
had not accepted the offers of the staplers. All 
the sheep were not disposed of. 

Ibid.— "Died, at RosehaU, on the 10th inst, Wil- 
liam Munro, gardener at Rosdball ever since 
1747. As he was a married) meo with a large 
family when he first came there, and had been 
employed as a gardener elsewhere for several 
yearti, hisi age at that time could scarcely be 
less than 30 ; «nd he must therefore have at- 
tained at least tbe age of 104. Yet in spite of 
this extraordinary longevity, he retained the 
full use of his faculties, and was able to walk 
about till within a very short period before his 
death." 

June 28. — ^Four persons who had been convicted 
of theft and sentenced to transportation at the 
Circuit Court, broke the jail at Nairn and 
escaped. One of them, a woman, was soon 
recaptured. 

July 5. — 'The population of the town and parish 
of Inverness has just been ascertained, and 
amounts to 12,194. In 1811 it was 11,600, 
giving an increase of only 6d4. In 1811 a wool- 
len and a thread manufactory were in full em- 
ployment in Inverness, botn which are now 
given up. The operations of the Canal were 
also carrying on m the immediate neighbour- 
hood of t^e town, which ape now completed. 
These works caused a great population in 1811, 
and are some of the reasons why the increase is 
sosmalL" 

Ibid. — "As an instance of the remarkable <iroo|^t 
this sesaoin, Lock-Lomood has lately fallen fuly 
seven feet perpendicularly from the water 
mark ; and persons paM and repass between two 
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of tlM iilaiids Oft itepiuig sUmw wbich had 
been placed tliere. Oar own Aim riTer is now 
lower tiuui we ever remember to have leeo it." 

Ibid. — ^The issae contaiiiB the report of the Oom- 
mifluoiiera on Highland Roada and Bridm, 
giving a munmaqr of the wox^ aooompluued 
ainoe their anp<Hntment in 1803. They had 
eacpended to the 31at ol December 1820 tlie aom 
ol £470,548. Parliamentary grants amounted, 
wiUi interest, to £262,390, Mid conthbntions 
by Highland proprietors, with interest, to 
£212,860, a snm of over £6000 still i^mainm^ 
t6 be provided. The Cbmmissioners note with 
satiaiaotion that they had absolutely avoided a 
single instance of litiffation in all their multi- 
phSd iKftnsaotioas, tnon^ the contracts to 
which they had been parties were no less than 
120 in nnmber. They stated with repet, how- 
ever, thait contractors and their cautioners had 
suffered to a large amount under the strictness 
of the specifications. ''Various memorials ha/ve 
been successively transmittiMi from Scotland 
praying some compensation for losses incurred ; 
and tiM Commissioners now find with deep re- 
gret that the very extent of the evil precludes 
them from giving any hope of relief, tiie un- 
avoidable losses of sureties, contractors and the 
creditors of diese contractors, being estimated 
at £34,000 ; their actual loss having bean nro- 
bably twi<» that sum." The roads consisted of 
874 miles, 1521 yards, executed by means of 
Parliamentary grants and contribuii<ms from 
Highland proprietors; 283 miles of military 
roads, and 24 miles of roads in Ross and Cro- 
marty, executed solely by county funds, but 
all of which were repairable under an Act of 
1819, the total extending to 1182 miles 1521 
yards. The total numMr of bridges erected 
was 1117. 

July 12. — ^The announcement is made of the death 
of Napoleon Buonaparte (he is noti called 
Emperor) in the Island of St Helena on the 
5th of May. A short article points the moral 
of his extraordinary career and final destiny. 
Hie writer astutely remarks that "hj the death 
of Napoleon, this country will save considerably 
in money, and lose what, in spite of the thrifty 
fit that is up<m us just now, we really value 
more— Cont&nentai influence." 

Ibid. — ^Preparations were in pro^rress for the 
Coronation of George IV. The Queen claimed 
as a right the honour of being crowned. This 
was ultimately refused. 

Ibid. — An advertisement announces that hoD and 
cold baths were about to be opened in Nairn. 

July 19. — A correspondent writes— "Notwith- 
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staodin^ tlie rapid progreM of knaiHedi^ and 
ciyiliaatHon in tbis oonntry, the whole ri^ and 
impolitic older of eodeaiastical oenaure is atill 
obeerred in tome Highland disthcta. Not 
many weeks a^ a clergyman in one of the 
Northern Countiee oauaed a young woman stand 
aod iundergo cenfRire for three suoceosive Son- 
days in presence of the congregation, although 
she had oeen married at least seren months be- 
fore she became a mother. This is an ezces- 
sively rigorous, if not an unwarrantable, exer- 
cise of the clerical functions.'* 

July 26. — This number contains a full account of 
the King's Goronation in Westminster Abbey 
on the &th inst. The Queen was refused ad- 
mission. Dinners to celebrate the Coronation 
were held at Inyemeas and other towns. At 
the end of the month the King left on a yisit to 
Ireland. 

Auffust 9.— "From August 1819 to March 1821 
the Sutherlandshire Association paid for the 
destruction of yermin the sum of £320. The 
yermin destroyed during that time consisted of 
112 full-srown eagles, 18 young eagles, 211 
foxes, 317 wild cats, martins, and pole cats; 
516 rayens, 281 hawks, 1183 carrion crows and 
magpies, and 570 rooks and jackdRws." 

Ibid— -A letter from Qlengany ex^piains why a 
lady was needlessly alarmed oy his appearance 
Sit the Coronation. He was dressed in the full 
costume of a Highland Chief, including a brace 
of pistols. At a particular stage Gknffarry 
happened tocarry one of the pistols in his nana, 
and this alarmed the lady. 

August 16.— Seyeral columns are deyoted to the 
death of the Queen, with comments from the 
London papers. It is stated that her liiajesty|8 
death, so sudden in itself, and closing as it 
does a life pursued by eyil fortune, ju)pears to 
be profoundly felt by the nation.'' Her demise 
was announced in the "Gazetted* with the usual 
symbols of mourning, and at the houses of the 
principal nobility the window shutters were 
closed. Later, at the funeral procession of the 
Queen through London, there was a disturbance 
and two men were killed b^ military fire. Dur- 
ing this time the King was in Ireland. 

Ibid. — ^The Inyemess Central School was opened 
on Monday the 13tb. About 60 children were 
enrolled. 

Ibid.— Opposition was made to the clergyman 
presented to the Hying of the pariah of Kil- 
tarlity. Some of the parishioners shut up the 
doors and windows of the church to preyent 
him gaining admission. The presentee preached 
in the open air. 
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Angnsti 2&5.— The tteamer Brilliant readied Ib- 
vemeaa on the night of the 22nd. A great mai^ 
persona flocked to the Canal Basin, where she 
waa expected to moor, but to their duHmpoint- 
ment the veaael storoed at KmsocIl 'The Bril- 
liant started from )f ewhaven at 6 o'clock Tnea- 
day morning, reached Peterhead at 8 in 
the ereninff, and starting again at 6 o'clock 
on Wednesday, reached Inverness about 8. The 
time in whidi the Toyage waa performed (in- 
cluding calls) waa exactly 29 hoars." Previons 
to this the Brilliant sailed from the West Coast 
round the Pentland Firth to Aberd^een and 
Leith. "This is said to be the first Te«d that 
ever got throurii the Pentland Ilrth and round 
Duncansbay Head, against the full force of a 
stream tide end strong contrary wind." 

August 30. — The new Parish (jnurch of Rose- 
markie was opened on the 12tli inst — ^A show 
of sheep, for premiums given by the Highland 
Society, was held at Cokpie on the 23r(L 

Septeml>er 6. — Prominence is p^ven to the report 
of a concert, which opens with the remark that 
"the visits of good! musicians tb this country are 
like those of ansels. few and far between.' Hie 
vocalista were Mr Welsh, Mr Horn, and Ifiss 
Wilson, whose names may possibly be recalled 
by those familiar with tihe singing of the time. 
Miss Wilson was the favourite. 

Ibid. — "Died, on the ZSrd ult., James, youngest 
son of James Qrant, Esq. of Buffht, a yout£ in 
his 18th year, who lost his life while bathing in 
the river Lea, near Hertford' College. The un- 
timely fate of this amiable younff man has ooosr 
sioned universal sorrow among those who knew 
him." 

September 13. — ^Died, at Drumduan, Forres, on 
the 7th inst., James Miller, la;te mathematical 
favtrument maker at 12 Blewitt^s BuildSng, 
Fetter Luie, London. He was a native of 
Foiree, and by trade a blacksmith. Having 
gone to London, he boerdled in the house of a 
sextant-maker, and soon beoaone a skilful 
worker, ultimately acc[uiring distinction by 
effecting improvements m mathematical instru- 
ments. He had the honour to receive several 
gold and silver medals from the London Society 
ofArth. 

September 20. — ^Public rooms were opened at 
Kingussie on the 14th, and pony and foot races 
were hekt. The Marquis of Tweeddale waa 
judge of the races. A party dined at Pitmain 
Inn, the i*iarquis of Huntly presiding. A ball, 
held in the new rooms in the evening, was at- 
tended by 100 ladies and gentlemen. The Mar- 
chioness of Huntly waa present. 
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Ibid.— 'Soaking raini and sultry lieat had greasy 
damaged the crops in Eng^d, and prices rose 
coDsiderably in the com markets. Hacrest 
work in the North, howeyer, was carried on 
under favourable conditions. The accounts 
from England were exaggerated, and prices 
afterwardb rather decline<l. 

September 27. — ^The Northern Meeting was held 
the previous week, an earlier date than in pre- 
vious years. The change was considered satis- 
factory, and "the concourse of fashionable com- 
pany was unusually great." 

Ibid. — A change was about to take place in the 
mails all over the country, accelerating speed. 
To the south of Aberdeen the ratte was to be 
nine miles an hour; from Aberdeen to Inver- 
ness, eigfbt miles an hour ; siud from Inverness 
to Tnurso, seven miles an hour. The times for 
despatch and! arrival were also changed. The 
effect wac to save nearlv a day between Wick 
and Edinburgh, and a full day between Edin- 
burgh and Londcm. 

October 4. — ^The revenue of the Inverness Com- 
mon Gk>od, derived from Petty Customs, tolls 
at the two bridges, andiorage and) shore dues, 
&c. , amounted wis year ti6 £993 I5s, being an 
increase of £70 on tne previous year. 

Ibid.— At a countjjr meeting, Mr Fraser-Tytler 
called sittention to the question of a new gaol 
and Court-house for Inverness. Hie subject 
had been before the meeting on a previous occa- 
sion, and a remit to the Convener was con- 
tinued, with instructions to correspond with 
other counties. At the same meetinff attention 
was directed to the expense of keeping up the 
military roads in the county, and suggestions 
were made for reducing the expense. 

October 11. — ^Two columns giving an account of 
an adventure on the Alps are contributed to this 
issue, under the initials J.A. (probably John 
Anderson). Other issues about this time con- 
tain cleverly written papers on the situation 
and appearance of the town of Inverness. The 
writer mentions the floats of timber which were 
conducted down the river by a single raftsman, 
guided by a long pole. 

Oc^ber 18. — ^"We are desired by the ministers of 
Kingussie and Laggan to statie that the young 
lainf of duny has handsomely bestowed on the 
poor of these parishes the purse of 11 guineas 
which he won at the pony T«ce run at Kingussie 
on the 14th ult., excepting 2 guineas given to 
the boy who rode the pony." 

October 25. — Mr Mackenzie of Newhall presentee^ 
the Rev. Donald Sage, minister of the Qaelio 
Chapel of Ease, in Aberdieen, to the church and 

26 
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united parishes of Kirkmiohael and CoHcudden, 
vacant! Dy the death of the Rev. Robert Arthur. 
—The death is recordled in the same issue of 
Colonel Colin Mackenzie, C.B., of the Ifadras 
Engineers, Surreyor-General of India. Colonel 
Mackenzie had rendered eminent services to the 
Company and to science in general, by active 
and indefatipble researches into the history 
and antiquit&es of India. He was a native of 
the Lews, and was very liberal to private and 
public charities in the island. Colonel Macken- 
zie was 68 year« of age, and* spent 40 years 
in the service of the Company. 

November 1. — A correspondence at this time wa* 
going on about cattle markets and a resolution 
adopted by drovers not to go beyond Conon- 
Bridge. The drovers complained that further 
north thev were subjected) to many inconveni- 
ences, and that cattle purchased by them were 
seized for trespass if they went ever so little 
off the highway. The then owner of Ardh)S8 
seems to luive been peculiarly vigilant in seizing 
cattle stiraying from the old drove road from 
Kincardine to Strathmsdale. The drovers like- 
wise complained of the site of t^ market held 
at Kyle. 

November 22.— "The new Chapel of the United 
Associate Congregation in this place whs opened 
on Sunday last, by the Rev. Mr Stark, of 
Foires, who preached three discourses in the 
course of the day to very crowded oongregar 
Uons ; when a collection amoundng to £15 15r 
WM made to be applied in aidi of the espense 
of buildinof the Chapel." 

November 2Q. — ^'•Qn Saturday night, or rather 
earlv on Sunday morning. Mr Fraser, super* 
visor of Excise,* accompanied by Mr Mackay, 
Collector's clerk, discovered at the Abban, l>e- 
hind Huntly Place, five men and three women, 
conveying several smell casks of smui^gled 
whisky into the town for sale. On the oflBcer^ 
attemptinor to make a seizure, a scuffle ensued 
between them and the smugglers, when the 
latter got off with all their booty, except one 
small cask, which was secured by the officers 
Both parties were a good deal hurt in the affray, 
and one of the smugglers is so ill that he has 
been soot to the Infirmary." 

December 6. — ^There is a re'^orf of a curious Excise 
case tried at a Justice of Peace Court at In- 
verness. The master of a smack called the 
Janet, had on her voyage from Leith pirked up 
a considerable qusntaty of gin, which had been 
landied and concealed on the premises of the 
shoremaster. On the Excise officers makini; 
inquiry, the shoremaster denied all knowledge 
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of the gin, but after & search, 18 kegs were 
discovend under ground in his garden, with cab- 
bage planted over them, and seyeralpints were 
found in a jar in his kitchen. The Excise sued 
for heavy penalties. The dlsfenoe was that the 
complaint was wrongly laid ; that the gin had 
been found on the high seas and came under the 
denomination of flotsam ; that under the statute 
the finder was obliged within 24 hours after 
landing the kegs to give notioe to the Excise ; 
thati in this case the Excise had not walted> for 
24 hours, but had seiied the gin before the ex- 
piry of that period ; and hence that no penalty 
was due. The Court adknitted the soundness of 
tliis plea, and exonerated the defenders. Notice 
wns then given that an action of damages would 
be raised against the officers f(Mr having detained 
the smack from the 6th of October till the be- 
ginning of December. 
December 27. — ^Tlie retirement of Mr Charles 
Qrant from the office of Chief Secreta^ for Ire- 
land is announced. There had been differences 
on the question of the Catholic claims. Mr 
Grant was succeeded as Chief Secretary by Mr 
Henry Qoulbum. 
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Xo. xvn. 

BaAders who hare been fbOowing the pio> 
gnas ci mSmin wiU be interested in leetn g the 
aspect which the qnestion oi leg^l and iile0ii 
dtftiDation had aasomed in 1823. The Act 
anthoriainK the eitablishment oi small stills 
had failed m diect on aoootmt of the restiiodve 
character oi the Ezdae regniatiaBS, and 
smoggjing was in as full actirity as eter. An 
explanation is likewise fomiihed of the caoseB 
which enabled smnggloB in those dajs to pro- 
duce better whisky than the legalised dis- 
tiUeries. 

In the second half of the Tear 18SS. the 
Western Hi^blands and Islands found them- 
sehres confronted with a serious economic 
crisis. The ke^ industry had beeai a ■onroe 
of employment to the people, and of profit to 
the island and seaboard proprietors. Sud- 
denly, in 1822, by the rirtual abolition of the 
salt duties and the reduction oi the tax on 
Spanish barilla, the ratue of the indust ry re- 
ceired a fatal shock. This diapter in High- 
land history is briefly related by Mr Speneer 
Waipole. He points out that in the first 



part of the nineteoith century the population 
m the West Higjilands rH>^^ multiplied. 
^^Their muHi]^Gation was stimulated or a 
peculiar cause. The sea washed on their 
foreshores at er«y tide large quantities of 
sea-weed ; and the weed or keq>, when burned, 
produced an ash which contained a strong 
alkali, and formed a chief ingredient in the 
manufacture of soap and other commoditiea. 
The proprietors of the Western Hebrides de- 
rired a large annual rerenue from licensing 
their t^untry as kelp-burners, and tiie boast 
of one of them is still recollected that lus 
shores wero Uiied with a silrer frny. Until 
after the accession of George IV., the in- 
cineration of kelp formed the chic^ industry of 
these ishindft The price of alkali arenigad 
•£10, and oocasionaUy exceeded £S0 a ton. 
After the war. howerw, the keb burners were 
^si^ieeted to comi^tion. The bariUa, a 
plant of foreign growth, yields on incineration 
a laiiser percentage of alkali than kelp. 
AlkaU therefore could be produced more 
economically from tlie one than from the 
other. Protectire duties alone maintained 
the industry of the kelp-burners. In 1787 
Psrliammt imposed a duty of £5 5s a ton on 
bariUa; Vansittart in 1819 nused ^s duty on 
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alkali to £11 a ton. In 1822, forced to make 
conoessionB, he reducea the dnty on barilla 
from £11 to £8. In 1828, Bobmson further 
reduced it to £5. In 1830 Gk)ulbam lowered 
it to £2 ; while in 1844, Peel fixed the dnty 
on alkali at dOs. the duty on barilla at only 
58 a ton. In 1845 the duty was repealed." 
Our notes show what consternation was 
oreated by the alterations of 1822. The 
effect was expected to be the more severe^ as 
the Highlands and Islands were at the tune 
suffering from the failure of crops and fish- 
ing. 

The Caledonian Canal was opened from sea 
to sea in October 1822. It had proved a long 
and costly undertaking. The original esti- 
mate of the engineer, Mr Telrord, was 
£350,000, but labour and values rose during 
the protracted European war^ and many parts 
of tne work proved more difficult than was 
anticipated. The Canal was seventeen years 
in process of construction, and cost up to the 
time of openin^^ over £900,000. Even then 
it was but partially completed. It was not 
until 1843 that the work was finished as it 
stands to-<Uty, and the disbursements had 
then reached the sum of £1,300.000. 

From the ** Inverness Cotirier,'* 
1822. 

Januarv 3. — ^What is described as "a numerons 
and highly respectable assemblage of Catholic 
noblemen and gentlemen*' presented the Rij^t 
Hon. Charies Orant with an address on the 
oocasion of his retiring from the office of Chief 
Secretary of Ireland. The address expresses un- 
feigned respect and regard for Mr Grant, and 
ad« — ''Yoor able assertion of our rights in 
Parliament was the first denvuid upon onr grati- 
tude, and we have had repeated proofs, in your 
official oondnct, of the consistency of that princi- 
ple which awakened in our vindication your 
eloquence and your zeal.** 

January 31. — The publication of James Suter^s 
Memorabilia of Inverness began on this date, 
and was continued in subsequent issues. 

February 7.— "On Wednesday the 30th ult.. the 
Rev. James Mein was onuuned pastor of the 
United Associate Congregation of Nairn. The 
Rev. Andrew Kennedy, of Keith, preached and 
presided, and the Rev. Thomas Stark, of Forres, 
delivered the usual addresses and conducted the 
solemn services. The Rev. James Grant, mini- 
ster of the parish, with a kind, Christian, and 
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of the operation of the Act legal diitiUen in- 
creaaed in the Hi^anda from 12 to 30; the 
number of additional eallona diatiUed waa 
99,721, and the addition^ duty paid* £18,195. 
The aeoond year a still further mcreaae took 
place, hot subaeqnent to that there waa a 
gradual decrcAae m the number of diatillera 
and a diminution of revenue. The atatutory 
legukAiona were found too vexatious. By 
Act 1., Oeor&Ki IV., some of these regulations 
were modified, and a slight revival followed, 
though not eatnl to the fiSrst movement. Smug- 
gling had not oeen put down. A numeroua class 
of the commuoity, ''chiefly of the lower order 
of tenantnr and crofters," had leagued with a 
number of desperate oharaoters to violate the 
l»w. The Committee, who had droulated a 
schedule of queriee on the whole subject, say 
that "nothing can possibly exceed the diatreaaing 
deacription which ia g^ven in the different re- 
ports, of the falaehood, intemperance, and 
tNTUtal ferocity wUch characteriae thoae who 
are ensa^ed in thia illicit trade." The Commit* 
tee admit aa a point of importance that 
smuggled! whisky was then of oetter quality 
than the whisky legally distilled. Thia <fia- 
parity was due to the Excise regulations. The 
legal distiller was obliged to make his waah of 
a apecific strength and to pay duty on a specific 
quantity of spirits, whether he waa able to 
extract the required amount or not. Owin^ to 
the inferiority of tiie grain grown in the High- 
landa, "the 100 gallons of inmh do not produce 
the quantity of spirits on which the uiw cal- 
culates and' charges ^ty. In point of fact, 
the legal distaler is compelled to produce one- 
fourth or one-fifth more than the smuggler — 
the consequence of which is that he is under 
the necesaitv of usine a stronger wash than he 
would do it left to his own discretion." The 
Committee cell for the abolition of these and 
other regulations. They entertained little 
doubt that by the simple expedient of enabling 
the legal diatiller to compete on nearly equal 
terms wit>> the illicit trader, and by encouraging 
the use of home-grown barley, smuggling would 
soon languish and decay. 
April 25. — ^"The obaequies of the late Colonel 
Grant of Moy, which were recently celebrated 
in Glen-Urquhart, ros.y be noticed aa another 
lingering inatanoe of a genuine Highland funeral. 
Besides the gentlemen who attended from all 
parts of tibe country, it ia calculated that about 
4000 Highlanders were assembled, chiefly from 
Kintail, Strathglaaa, Glenmoriaton, s4Dd Glen- 
Urqubart. The quantity of whisky expended 
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on thiB oocasion is Tariously estimated. Ab 
inost of our readers are tolerable jod^ of 
Highland capacities when excited by zeal, it is 
data sufficient to mention tbat the whole of this 
funeral train were, according to their own ideas, 
comfortable. The gentlemen who rode off the 
scene of action late in the evening give a verv 
ludicrous account of the appearance of the field. 
The first return of killed, wounded!, and miss- 
ing was truly alarming. We are slad to learn 
from subsequent accounts that omy one indi- 
vidual, a native of Abriachani, was immolated 
to the manes of the Colonel. Tlie wounded have 
recovered and the missing have been found. 
One of those last, having slumbered out the 
nig^t of the funeral, and 3ie whole of the suc- 
ceeding day and night, awoke at a late hour on 
the third day, and found himself cradled under 
the falls of Divach, in a situation to which no 
sober person would have clambered, much less 
have chosen for a place of repose.** 

Ibid.— "On Tuesday laat the Synod of Ross, at 
their meeting in Tain, unanimously resolved to 
petition both Houses of Parliament against any 
further relief being granted to the Roman 
Catholics. The Synod of Glasgow petition has 
been already presented, and many similar peti- 
tions are in agitation." 

^av 9. — ^The annual meeting of the Society for 
Educating ihe Poor in the Hiorhlands was held 
on the Ist inst. The report bore that thirty- 
five schools had been estaoiished in various re- 
mote districts in the Highlands, and' it w«s 
estimated that daily instruction was imparted 
to 1746 poor children. Amoncj the donations 
to the Society was one of £50 from the free- 
holders of the county of Inverness. 

May 16. — Donations to the amount of £107 were 
reported to the Inverness-shirA Auxiliary of th« 
Bible Society. The Society during the year re- 
mitted £180 to the British Rn<t Foreign Bible 
Society, and distributed 395 Bibles and Testa- 
ments. 

Mav 30. — General indismation was expressed in 
the town at the ruttinflr down of the fine. Md 
twsi — "the only trees in Inverness, indeed'* — 
which had for a century formed the appropriate 
ornament of the Church-yard. The reason for 
this destruction no one profewed to know. 

Mav 30. — ^Thwe is a report of the proceedinflni of 
the General Assembly in the KOtarlitv case. A 
PW)testartt Commissioner, actinj; for Mr T. A. 
Fraser of T^ovat, a Catholic, had ii««iied a pre- 
sentation in favour of the Rev. Colin Fraeer. 
The Presbytery of Inverness anpoint<»d the pre- 
sentee to preach in tfhe church, and generally 
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AOted «£ &nit on the ai!SDmption that the pre- 
■entation waa vnUd. Some of the pariHhioDeilk, 
htrwever, wppilied aiid got ati interdict from the 
Lord OrdiMiT on the ground that the patron 
was a H'om^^ Oatholk o^nd had no right to iiaue 
tt prenentatioti either by himself or through • 
OommisHioner. This Htoggered the Pre«byter^, 
aud the majority wlibed to dcLiy procedtire tdj 
the civil qne«tfon was iettiod. The interdict 
was afterwards recalled on th** ground "that the 
L^mplaineiTi bad no civil right or tutle to in* 
terfer*/* Still fhe Presbytery heBitaled, but 
aa thev hsu] begun by accepting the pref^enta- 
tioQ, the Aasembly now instnicted them to pro- 
ceed with lb© aettlemetit. Tfiougli Mr Fraaer 
WttR tiltimately ortiained, the case in one form 
or other wad before the Chm^ for two years 
flft€r this date, 

Jane d.-^-The 8e.a«on in said to be the warmeat for 
« long seriea of years, 

June 13,— The Korthem Missionary Society held 
ite twenty- se pond nnnivorsary on the 12th. Col* 
lectionfl and aubwcriptions am minted to £106. 

Jane 37* — At the Wool Market a gre^it deal of 
business wa» done, but not much to tlie aatia- 
faction of aheep-faxmers. Prices were stated aa 
followfl : — CTbevfot woo! per atone of 24 lb». 
English, 128 Mi one or two lote only »oM at 
14s 6d- Blaekfared abeep wool per double 
atone, 12s 6d and ISa. Cheviot wedders. 12a 6d 
and 13a, Cheviot ewca, 8h. Bluckfacetl ewes, 
6n, Blaekfaced weddera, 11a 6d to 13s 6d. 
Cheviot and blackfared laniba, 4s 6d. 

July 11, — **A number of partie» from thia town 
and neighbourhood, with much laudable ctiri- 
oaity. have taken advantag'e of the opportunity 
afforded them by the proprietor? of the Comet 
at^amboat, and have prorp»^ded to viait th^ 
celebrated islaniia of Staflfa and IcolmkilL 
H&ny gigs and horsea, hired and borrowed, 
beaidea the Lochneas steamboat, conveyed away 
a!l tJiosp who had little to df^tain th?m ; and 
their retnrn m eaijerly Irvoked' for, to repeat 
the oft- told tale of the wonders of theiie we«t- 
cm lands," 

•Tttly 18. — ^A paragraph give« an acconnt of the 
trip from Fort-William to Staffa and lona. 
The Bteamer l^ft Fort- William on a Tuesday 
and returned on Thursdivy, The poaaengers 
numbered upwards of fifty. 

Tbid.^Died, in India, on the Slat Jannary, in 
the 37th year of his aj^o. Captain Beauchamp 
Mackintoii, of the Madraa Artillery, Be<M>nd 
aon of the late Oolonel William Madiinto«h of 
Mill bank. He was an active and intelligent 
ofHr^r, and much reapecte<!- 

27 
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JoIt 25. — ^A meefcing wm held in hkYwrmm oa 
the 19th inst. to raise a fasd for the reh«l of 
the distressed poor in Ireland. There was at 
this time great suffering in Irdand, and relief 
funds were raised tfaronghont England aad 
Scotland. Collections irere ina£ in tha 
churches. 

August L — Notice in talcen of the progreis made 
by the town of Wick. In 1809 there were not 
above three houses in Pulteneytown, and in 
1822 there were upwards of 400, inhabited bj 
a thriving population. Port Dunbar, below 
the old town of Wick, had also been formed, 
with an excellent harbour. 

August 15. — ^The visit of King Qeorge IV. to 
Scotland was exciting widespread interest. 
Loyal addresses were voted bv the counties 
and chief towns. It is stated in thia issna 
that "a tail of sixtv-five Highlanders have ffooe 
from Sutherlandsnire to attend on Lord 
Gower, who will appear in his Majesty's Court 
in Edinburgh as representing the Earl of 
Sutherland. Other chiefs and dans sent de- 
tachments. 

August 22. — ^An account is given of the airiyal 
and reception of the King ^n Edinburgh, and 
of a levee and Court held at Holyrood Palace. 
— ^The same number records the death of the 
Marquis of Londonderry, better known in his- 
tory as Lord Castlereagh. His mind had be- 
come unhinged, and he died by his own hand. 

September 2. — ^The anniversary of the Northern 
Missionary Society was held at Tain on the 
29th ult. Collections and contributions 
amounted to £92 ISs 2d. 

September 19. — ^A letter draws attention to a bill 
which was passed at the close of the session, 
reducing the duty on barilla to less than one- 
half of what it had been for many years. The 
writer pointed out what a disastrous effect this 
would have on the manufacture of kel^ in the 
western islands, and the misery wluch tiie 
people would suffer. "A tiuiving population 
must be destroyed to gratify a few individuals, 
and when no remedy will be effectual, Gk>vern- 
ment will feel the consequences that have been 
stated." The counties interested were urged 
to petition against the reduction of the dnty, 
which was not to take effect until the follow- 
inff January. 

Oct(H>er 3.— A full report appears of the proceed- 
ings at the MSchaelmas Head Court, wnen ilia 
reduction of the duty on barilla was disooased. 
Mr Charles Grant, M.P., was present, and 
explained the proceedinffs of the Govemment 
and the House in detaH. The value of kelp 
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was in the first iiuitaiice affected by the reduo- 
tion of the duties on salt ; and then suddenly a 
biiU wttfl introduced to reduce the duty on 
barilla, just becautie the salt duties had been 
uiminislied, and ihis had laid the basis for the 
further claim. Mr Urant said he and other 
Scottish members had strongly represented to 
the (iovernment and the House of Commons 
wliat consequences would follow from the above 
measures to the people of the Highlands and 
Islands. The alteration of the ^t Duties, 
however, was in itself a most beneficial 
measure, and in carrying this into effect 
neither Government nor Parliament could be 
induced to consider local interests. The meet- 
ing adopted tbe following resolution: — ^"That 
a Committee be appointed to consider the Act 
for reducing the duty on barilla and for draw- 
ing up a petition to Parliament for its repeal 
or modification, as it is directly calculated to 
throw idle a large body of the population of 
the Highlands and Islands of {Scotland), who 
must b^ome a burden on the country or starve, 
unless the duty on barilla is reduced. " 
October 10.— The Northern Meeting was held 
the previous week. The attendance waa 
thinner than usual, but the proceedings 
were carried out with the customary success. 
Following the Meeting is an account of High- 
land games held under the presidency of Qlen- 
garry at Dunaincroy. These games do not 
seem to have formed part of the programme 
of the Meeting, but the management appar- 
ently assisted them with funds. The report is 
couched in an entertaining style, making fun 
of Glengarry and of the sports. Glengarir, it 
is said, presided in all his glory, and had the 
field almost wholly to himself, ''the other 
judffes probably conceiving themselves ill 
quaufied to decide in matters whidi lay alto- 
gether between the chief and the gentlemen of 
bis tail." The sports included a foot race of 
eight miles, and the report has it that four of 
the runners, who came in first, airived at the 
ffoal in the costume of Adam. Time, 
50 minutes. Another item was to lift 
a boulder 18 stone weight, and throw 
it over a bar five feet from me ground. The 
feat wafl accomplished by "a mere stone 
maaon/' after having foiled all the other 
"pretty men." The most remarkable feature, 
however, waa the tearing of three cows Hmb 
from limb after they had been felled and 
stunned by the blow of a sledge-hammer. The 
dissection of the poor cows was far from easy. 
"Svtn the moat expert of the operators took 
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from four to five hours in rugging and liTiiig* 
tooth and nail, before ihej brought off the 
limbs of one cow. This achievement was paid 
at the rate of five guineas per joint, so that 
we hope this rise in the value ol black cattle 
will make the Qlengarry men some small 
amends for Uie fall of ewes and wedders at 
Falkirk Tryst, lately noticed by their chief.** 
The report is writt«n in this sarcastic vein. 
It is evident that no love was lost between the 
Editor and Qlengarry. 

October 24. — The opening of the Caledonian 
Oanal from sea to sea is recorded in this issue. 
"At ten o'clock yesterday morning the Loch- 
ness steam yaoht, accompanied by two smacks, 
departed fiom the Loclu of Muirtown on the 
first voyage through the Canal, amidst the 
loud and enthusiastic cheering of a great con- 
course of people and the firing of cannon. The 
morning was peculiarly favourable, although 
rather calm. There was scarcely a breath of 
wind to disperse the smoke, which ascended un- 
broken after the firing of the guns. The banks 
of the Canal were crowded with spectators, a 
great number of whom accompanied the party 
S'om the Muirtown Jjocks to the Bridge of 
Bught. The baud of the Inverness-shire 
Militia went on board at Dochgarroch Lock. 
and immediately played the national air of 
*Qod save the King.' ' Among the gentlemen on 
board the 8teamm>at were the Right Hoo. 
Charles Grant, M.P. ; the Hon. William 
Fraser, Mr Grant of Watemish. Mr Fraser of 
Lovat, Mr Fraser of Inchcoulter, Mr Mac- 
kenzie of Kilcov, Mr Mackenzie, yr. of Gair- 
loch ; Provost Robertson of Aultnaskiach ; Mr 
Fraser of Fingask, Mr Fraser of Culduthel, 
Mr Inelis of Kingsmills, Mr Fraser of Tor- 
breck, Bailies Simpson, Cumming. and Smith ; 
Mr Edwards, sohcitor; Mr Jonnstone; Mr 
Cameron, yr. of Letterfinlay ; Captain Edward 
Fraser, Mr Davidson and Mr Hughes, of the 
Canal. On the way they were joined by 
Redcastle, Fovers, Balnain, Glenmoristcm, 
Glengarry, and maqy other proprietors. In 
passing Dochfour the steamer fii^ a salute, 
which was answered by a round of fire-arms 
add loud cheering. 

Ibid. — "Died, tJb Gleoalbert, on the estate of 
Dalguise, Perthshire, on ^nday, the 22Dd 
ult., in her 100th year, Mrs Margaret Low, 
widow of the late Jumes Steuart, Esq. of 
TuUoch, near Blair. Her husband was a cap- 
tain in one of the A thole regiments, under Lord 
George Murray, and carried' the Royal Stand- 
ard of Prince Charles Edward at the battle ot 
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Cullodeti in 1746. Of that tiiifartuiiftte Pnoce. 
Mrs Bteuart bad a perfect recollection, and 
till nitbin a few diLj^H of her death spoke with 
the foridne»» of long-dia"i*ihed renuniicetice, 
unci wltli the acciiTiicj of a irdiid Eind memory 
perfectly entire, of liis dress, manuerp and utp- 
pearaiice. It wab at DunkeKi, on hts way t« 
Edinburgh, in Hepteuiber 1746t that she had 
BCCQ the Pritic«, aod presented a pair of 
brogut^ to hi« Royul HigbiieHiit of woich, to 
her, momeotoue occurrence sbe had a complete 
remembrance. After the forfeiture of Mr 
Steuart'fi estate^ be retired U* the Tillage of 
Glenalbert, and died tbere in 1807, at the ad- 
▼aiu^ed age of 96. His widow continued to 
ocetipy the siiine humble cott<ag«, and to li%*6 
in reHpected retireuieiit on the sniall part of 
their fortune, which hud been ftaved, until the 
day of her death.'' 

^ovt'Uiber 7. — A remittance of £300 was received 
from Mr John Stewart, B(»infoay, to account of 
aubicnpUoiis in suppoil of the iSociety fur ed%i- 
eating the poor in the Highlands. Mr Charka 
Grant, M.P,, gnve £50 for the aame object. 

Ibid. — "Agricultural rept^rtt for many of the 
Scottish couiitiee have appeii-red foe October, 
lliey all reprem^nt the state of agiiculturaJ 
affairs in as deplorable a light av possible." 

lbid,^A biogiftphical sketch appears of Mr 
ThonKiH Miu^"keiizie of AppJecrofiSj M.P. foe 
the county of Itos:*, who had died rect^nUy in 
JiOndon. Mr Mackenzie was an accomplished 
man, possesaing taleuti! and endowmenta of a 
high order, but sufiered froui a delicat* consti- 
tution. **ln the course of the few years be bftd 
been in Parliament, be hud acquired i%. station 
and influence aniuiig the representatives of 
Scotland, which low at any period since the 
Union bad evex possessed. Mr Mackenzie 
died unmarried, iiud was succeeded by a sister. 
The dat* of his deatii is ^iven incorrectly in 
the kte Mr Macktnzie'a History of the Clan — 
one of the few errors in that carefully-com- 
piled voluHK*. The year i» given there as 
1827, whercjtis, a^ we see, it was 1322. 

lbid.^^Th« B4i.Die number contains a. biographical 
wketch of the Rev. Dr Thom^LS Hoes, parish 
minister of Kilmonivuig, who died on 15th 
October. He was a niitive of Feam, in Ross- 
shu-e, licensed by the Presbytery of Tain in 
1776, and ordained to Kibnonivtiig in 1776. 
Mariscbai College, Aberdeen, conferred on him 
the degree of D D. in 1618. Ih Rors was mar- 
rieiJ to a daughter of Fassiffarn, a ntoce of 
liochiel of lh^^* '45, and had a larj^e franily of 
■oni and daughters. ( Jne of bin daugbtem be- 
GADM the wile of Patrick Roberttion, Lord of 
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8eniuiL Dr Bom went to Lochaber »t » tone 
when the people, though bold and braTe, mn 
uncuiiivated and little diapoaed to religion. Am 
a oative of Kosa-shire, he waa at first regarded 
a:i an intruder. *'8oon, however, waa eyeiy 
prejudice removed, and the warmeat affection 
and sincereet renpect called forth by the maolj 
and judicious conduct oi the young miniater. 
Though not tall nor particularly athletic, Mr 
liosa poaaesaed personal strength and ability 
which made him absolutely invincible. Ltmg 
baa it been the familiar boaat in Lochaber that 
no man ever aaw him laid on his back. One 
of his first acta ol pastoral duty waa to trip 
up the heels of a bully who knew no stand- 
ard of merit but stability of limbs and strength 
of arm. Having obtained the reapect aad con- 
fidence of his people, he became ^ninentlv suc- 
cessful in impressing t^eir minds and influenc- 
ing their conduct by the great principlea M 
Christian equity and benevolence." Tha 
writer goes on to say that never did dergrman 
unite so much zeal for religion with anon un- 
bounded charity towards those who differed 
from him. Envy and resentment w^re utter 
strangers to his spirit. S<Hne striking peculi- 
arities, however, marked his character. "He 
waa what in tne Highlands is significantly 
called clanniah. Not only was every Ross pre- 
sumed to be meritorious till he was proved 
worthless, but his worthlessness was of a better 
order than the unalleviated demerit of leaa 
virtuous names. The family, the history, the 
residence of the chief were hallowed lieyond 
anything in Qreek or Roman story. The 
Cunerons ranked next. The Macdonalds, the 
illustrious Lords of the Isles, had been in early 
history allied with the Earls of Ross, and 
therefore received the partial fovour of Dr 
Ross, of Kilmonivaig. The Mackenaies were 
worse than heathens, for thev robbed or de- 
frauded the name of Ross o! almost all its 
territory. Yet some of the most valued friends 
of the Doctor had the misfortune to bear the 
obnoxious name. He hated only the Clan." 
The date of Dr Ross's birth is not given, but 
it is stated that be lived l^e full measure of 
fourscore in entire vigour of mind and body. 
November 18. — ^An extract is published from a 
report by the Rev. D. Fraser, of Kirkhill, one 
of the secretaries of the Society for the Edu- 
cation of the Poor. The Society waa doing 
excellent work. One clergyman mentioned that 
in a certain district of hie parish, out of a 
population of 600, only 8 persons could read 
anything some years ago, and thai now 240 
could read the Gaelic with ease, while there 
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was no family without a Bible. "If any- 
thing/* adds the report, *'could be said to be 
paimul, it was the manifest proof before one's 
eyes of the existence of extreme poverty and 
wretchedness. The immediate sources of it 
were the failure of the crop last year, and of 
the herring fishing this season ; but it was 
supposed to haye a more permanent source in 
the excess of the population over the means 
of subsistence." since the finishing of the 
roads in the Highlands, there was no stated 
labour, and the fishing was exceedingly pre- 
carious. In one dlistnct, before the potato 
crop ripened, hunditeds of people had to sup- 
port themselves on shell-fish, collected from 
the rocky shore. Another district wa« scourged 
by fever, brought on by poverty and want of 
food. "It was mentionea by several intelli- 
gent persons of the country tnat they believed 
that the state of some districts in Skye and 
the neighbouring coasts was just as wretched 
as Ireland was represented to be during the 
late scarcity, although the people bore it quietiy 
and made shift to exist. The effect of this 
poverty was manifest in the pallid looks and 
tattered garments of tiie poor children in t^ 
schools." 

Ibid. — The Magistrates and Council of Inverness 
were served on the 9th inst. with co|Hes of a 
summons of reduction and declarator, at the 
instance of Jonathan Watson, weaver; John 
Maclean, carpenter ; and James Cameron, 
coppersmith, concluding for the reduction and 
annulment of the last election of Magistrates 
and councillors made under the authority of a 
Privy Council Warrant. The summons bore 
that no new legal or valid election could take 
place except bv a poll of the whole burgesses 
of a disfranchised burflrb ; <ind that therefore 
the warrnnt of the Privy Council was illegal, 
and absolutely null and void. 

December 12. — ^IxMrd Cawdor presented the Rev. 
Mr Campbell, the minister of Dores, to the 
Church and Parish of Croy, vaoant bv the death 
of the Rev. Mr Calder. 

December 26.— On the 20th inst.. Sir James W. 
Mackenzie of Scatwell was unanimously 
elected member of Parliament for the county 
of Ross. The election took place at Tain. Sir 
Hector Mackensie of Gkiirloch was 'n tihe chair, 
and the nominators were Mr Mackenne of 
Kilcoy and Mr Mkcleod of G^eanies. A party 
of a hundred afterwards dined in the Mason 
Hall. 
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The disputed settlement at Kiltarlity con- 
tinued to excite interest in 1828, and another 
case occurred in the pariah of Croy, which led 
to several arrests and punishment. In the 
first half of the year there was a heavy snow- 
storm, which affected the Highland Road leas 
than other parts of the country. The re- 
storation of the burgh franchise to Inverness 
excited discussion, and there was an amend- 
ment of the law affecting distilleries, made in 
the hope of putting an end to smuggling. 
The extent to which illicit traffic was carried 
on is shown by the fact that at a Justice of 
Peace Court in Inverness nearly four hundred 
persons were fined either for making spirits 
or selling them without a licence. 

The death of Charles Grant, on the 31st of 
October 1823, brought to a dose a remarkable 
career. Mr Macxay in his History of 
Urquhart traces his lineaee, and there is a 
pretty full account of his life in the Dictionary 
of National Biography. Mr Grant was de- 
scended from a younger branch of the Grants 
of Shewslie. His mother was a daughter of 
Donald Macbean, tenant of Aldourie, where 
the boy was bom. His father, Alexander 
Grant, was out in the '45 and was known as 
the Swordsman. He was wounded at Oolloden on 
the very day of his son's birth. After a success- 
ful career in India, Mr Grant returned to this 
country, where he acquired fresh reputation 
as a Director and as Chairman of the 'East 
India Company. He represented the county 
of Inverness in Parliament from 1802 to 1818, 
and did much to promote Highland interests. 
Mr Grant was married to Jane, daughter of 
Thomas Fraser, younger son of the family of 
Balnain, and left two sons, who acquired dis- 
tinction, namely, Charles, Lord Glenelg, who 
was member for the county of Inverness for 
many years, and Sir Robert Grant, who re- 
presented the Inverness Burghs for a time, 
and was in his later years Governor of Bom- 
bay.» 

From the ** InverwM Gourier,* 

1825. 

January 9. — On the application of Sir James Dun- 
bar of Boath, his Majesty's cruiser, the Cher- 
okee, was sent to the Livemess Roads to receive 
on board Mr Adam, the Rector of the Academy, 

* Note 6. --The Anglo-Indian Grants. 
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in order to atoertain the practicability of cer- 
tain obaeryations at aea. The arriyal of the 
veaael excited sreat interest. Hie Cherokee 
entered the Caledonian Ouiai, and li^ in the 
basin at Muirtown, "being the first of his Ma- 
jesty's idiips which has passed through the 
locks of that great national work." Mr Adam 
went on board and carried out his observa- 
tions. 

Ibid. — Died, at Dumfries, on the 17th ult., aged 
65, Mr William Haig. He had been fourteen 
years teacher in the Inverness Academy, and 
18 years teacher in Dumfries. MV Haiff was 
an accomplished man, versed in the Greek, 
Latin, and Frendi languages. 

January 16. — ^Three men were tried at the High 
Court of Justiciary charged with having as- 
saulted the porter of the Caledonian Coach 
Office at Inverness at the gate of a lodffing- 
house in Church Stieet, and with having roobM 
him of a trunk containing bills and papers. The 
jury convicted two of the prisoners, but re- 
commended them to mercy. The Judge sen- 
tenced the prisoners to be executed at Inver- 
ness, but promised to forward the JQiT*" 
recommendation to the proper quarter. The 
sentence wtm afterwards commuted to trans- 
portation. 

January 23. — ^Iliere was a very heavy sniw- 
storm at this time, general over the kiiigdt *n. 
It was noted as singular that the Highland 
road from Perth to Inverness was open, while 
the coast road waa almost impassable. The 
mails to the North of Inverness were carried 
on horseback. 

Ibid. — Died, at his residence, the Barracks, at 
the head of Loch-Raimoch, on the 17th ult., 
in the 82nd year of his a^. Colonel Alexander 
Robertson of Strowan, chief of Clan Donnachie. 
In his youth he served in the ScoU Brigade 
in Holland, and frequently distinguished nim- 
self in fighting the battles of the States General. 
On the restoration of the forfeited estates in 
1784, he came to Scotland and took possession 
of his inheritance. Soon afterwards he went 
to America as Major in the Duke of Hamilton's 
Regiment "Tired of the bustle of the tented 
field, Colonel Robertson returned to his native 
hills to spend the remainder of his life in re- 
tirement, and in exerting his influence and his 
means in promoting the welfare of his clans- 
men, by whom he was regained as a father." 
His remains were interred with imposing cere- 
mony, the coffin being carried to the grave by 
12 men of the name of Robertson. 

February 6. — ^At an Inverness County meeting, 
' 28 
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communications were read from the pn^rie- 
ton of Kelp estates on the Western IslMids, 
and on the coasts of Shetland, protesting 
against the late reduction of the duty on foreign 
barilla. The meeting drew up a petition to 
Parliament on the subject Mr Eraser of Cid- 
bokie stated that the last county meeting had 
come to the resolution of postponing for some 
time tlie consideration of all proposals and 
plans for erecting a new jail and court-house, 
on account of the heavy local assessments and 
the great agricultural distress preTailing. 
Plans for the improvement of the existing 
Court-house were submitted, and referred to a 
Committee. The meeting had also under con- 
sideration a bill for maintaining the Highland 
roads and bridges by means of tolls instead of 
county assessments. " Resolutions were adopted 
with reference to agricultural distress and the 
laws relating to distilleries. 

February 14. — "Eight of the ten mails due us 
from the South have arrived this morning.'* 
The delay waff caused by the great snow- 
storm. 

February 27. — There was strons opposition to 
the settlement of the Rev. Alexander Camp- 
bell, of Dores, as parish minister of Croy. The 
new minister and a party of friends wotc met 
on Sunday by a crowd of parishioners posted 
behind the dhurch-yard wall, and were driven 
off. After **a short but sharp conflict," they 
retired to the vilWe of Tomaffrain. "There 
they not only rallied, but actualnr turned upon 
the too rash advanced guard of the enemy, and 
made prisoners of two women and three men." 
These persons and others afterwards arrested 
were examined before the Sheriff and committed 
for trial. 

March 6. — ^A decided improvement in agricultural 
prices is recorded after a long depression. 

March 13. — ^"We understand that Mrs Gibson has 
resigned the superintendence of the Church 
Street Boarding School for young ladies, and 
that it is no longer the intention of the Magis- 
trates to make anv allowance from the town 
funds to any one tnat may succeed her in that 
situation." 

March 20.— The Ri^ht Hon. Charles Grant had 
been appointed Vice-President of the Board of 
Trade. He had accordingly to come to the con- 
stituency for re-eleclion. 

March 27. — The Presbytery of Nairn met the 
previous Thursday, when objections were 
neard against the presentee to Croy. The 
debate lasted nearlv four hours. The Presby- 
tery resolved to refer the case to the Synod of 
Moray for advice. 
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April 3. — Copies were circulaited of the bill 
Drought into Parliament "for erectins toll- 
gates and levying tolls on certain roads and 
bridges in the Highlands of Scotland." The 
**Courier" ejmlains why such a measure was 
necessary. The roads could not possibly be 
supported under the provisions of the existing 
Act. In the county of Inverness the outlav 
for 1822 amounted to £2,098; and the maxi- 
mum assessment provided by the Act, with 
the Parliamentary allowance, amounted to no 
more than £901 8s 8d, leaving a deficiency of 
£1196 lis 4d. In the county of Ross there 
was a similar deficiency of £673 Ts Id; in 
Sutherland of £38 8s lid; in Caithness of 
£119; and in Argyll of £52 16s 9d. "AU 
these additional sums fell to be eqnally divided 
between the counties and the Commissioners, 
and the circumstance has been the cause of 
just complaint from both parties." 

Ibid. — The same issue contains the report of a 
debate in the House of Commons on a motion 
by Lord Archibald Hamilton for production of 
the Privy Council warrant under which the 
elective franchise of the burgh of Inverness 
had been restored. The motion was rejected 
bv a majority of 18, the numbers being 61 to 
33. In his ^ech, Lord Archibald went over 
the circumstances which had led to the sus- 
pension of the municipal constitution of In- 
verness for several years. "At the end of last 
year," he added, "it had pleased his Majesty, 
with the advice of his Ministers, to appoint, 
bv his special warrant, particular persons to 
elect councillors for this burgh. Under that 
warrant the same persons had been returned 
to office who bad three years before b«)en 
turned out by the sentence of the Court of 
Law." He also mentioned that in the original 
action to reduce the election of 1817, the peti- 
tioning burgesses had been compelled to pay 
the whole expenses, amounting to £1400, while 
the Magistrates had defended the action at the 
expense of the burgh. The Lord Advocate, in 
opposing Lord Archibald's motion, said that 
the warrant which he asked for was a warrant 
granted not by her Majeet3r's ^finisters, but 
by the Privy Ciouncil of Great Britain, **author- 
ising these Ma^stratee to exercise the riffht 
previously exercised by those who had preceded 
them — ^that of choosing their own successors 
in office" ; and he contended that in issuing the 
warrant a wise and sound discretion had t>een 
exercised. An editorial article on the ques- 
tion recalls the original dispute, and concludet 
as follows:— "Hie sett of the burgh of Inver- 
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ness confines the eligibility of Magistrates and 
Councillors to trafficking merchants m malt- 
men. As there are now no maitmen, of course 
the eUgibiiity is confined' to traffickers, lliej 
alone are qualified to sit at the Council Board 
and deliberate on the common weal. The late 
Magistrates ventured to extend the privilege 
a little further, by electing three persons, who 
had ever^ qualifioaiion but that arisinff from 
shop-keeping traffick. Immediatdy tne hue 
and cry was raised by the very persons who 
are perpetuallv complaining of the narrow sel- 
fishness of tne burgh system. One misht 
imagine that the o£fence of the Mag^rates had 
been to confine the eligibility within narrower 
bounds than the sett prescribed; but it will 
scarce be credited that the o£fence lay in ex- 
tending the eligibility." 

Ibid. — ^A paragraph announces that arrangements 
had been made for the re-erection and accommo- 
dation of the public in the extensive premises 
called Oeddes's Buildings in High Street, by 
throwing what wm formerly occupied as an 
AthensBum into a billiard room and news- 
room. Offices were to be established in the 
same building for coaches and steamboats. A 
subsequent paragraph says that the manage- 
ment was continued as before. 

April 10. — "A steamboat for the Caledonian 
Canal navigation is now buildinff upon the new 
construction on the banks of we Canal near 
Kinmylies. It is proposed to be about sixty 
feet long, and will be finished in the course of 
two months.** 

April 17.— The Risht Hon. Charles Grant wm 
unanimously re-elected member of Parliament 
for the county of Inverness. His election was 
moved by "hir Grant of Rothiemurchus, and 
seconded by Mr Baillie of Dochfour. The pre- 
siding officer. Sheriff Gilzesin, reported that 
it had been impossible to make intimation of 
the writ in four parishes of the Long Island on 
account of the hiffh winds and tempestuous seas 
which prevailed for eight days together. Affi- 
iavits on the point were produced, and a 
minute recorded. It seemed tnat the same thing 
had occurred in 1782 at the time of the elec- 
tion of Genertd Fraser of Lovat. On that occa- 
sion the matter was passed over in silence, bat 
it WBB now considered proper to say that all 
that was possible to be done had been done, and 
that therefore the provisiona of the law had 
been substantially complied with. The newly- 
elected member was not present, but his father 
entertained a party of seventy to dinner in the 
Northern Meeting Rooms. 
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Ibid. — Great regret is expressed at the death of 
Dr M . T. Bethune, Livemess, son of the late 
minister of Dornoch, who had been cut o£f at 
the beginning of a promising career aa a medi- 
cal practitioner. He is described as *^one of 
our most distinguished citizens." 

April 24.— It was announced that a reduction of 
duties on Scottish whisky would take place on 
11th October, but that in the meantime Scot- 
tish distiUers ae well aa Irish were to be al- 
lowed to bond the spirits without previous 
|»yment of the duty. 

Jbid. — ^At the Synod of Moray, held at Forres, 
great interest was taken in the cases of oppoeeo 
settlement from tbe parishes of Kiltarlity and 
Croy. The spokesmen fw the Ptesbyteiy of 
Inverness expressed "their perfect readiness to 
settle the Rev. Colin Fraser in the parish of 
Killarlity under protest that in doing so they 
would be, nevertheless, at liberty to bring to a 
close their process of declarator in the Civil 
Court." This was acquiesced in by the Synod. 
The case of Croy led to long debate, but it was 
ultimately carried unanimously that the settle- 
ment of the Rev. Mr Campbell should take 
place in July. 

Ibid. — At the Circuit Court of Inverness several 
pel sons wei-e indicted for riotous and disorderly 
conduct in obstructing the entrance of mi 
'Jampbell to the church of CVoy. Counsel for 
the defence challenged twenty of the jurymen 
summoned for the trial, and the Crown Agent 
challenged two. This reduced the number oi 
jurymen to thirteen, so that the Court had to 
desert the diet. The prosecutor, however, in- 
timated that he was determiuMi to try the 
cases, and would bring them before the High 
Court of Justiciary in Edinburgh. 

May 8. — **The Senatus Academicus of King's 
doUege, Aberdeen, have conferred the de^ee of 
D.D. on the Rev. Angus Mackintosh, minister 
of Tain. The friends of Dr Mackintoeh must 
feel highly gratified by the unanimous and very 
liandsome manner in which this deserved dis- 
tinction has been conferred upon him by the 
University of which he was an alumnus. ' 

Ibid. — "Died, at Brahan Castle, on Thursday the 
24th April, the Hon. Caroline Miackcnzie. third 
daughter of the late Lord Seaforth; deeplv 
and universally lamented. Her untimely deatn 
was occasioned by an accident in a low car- 
riage, in company with her sister, which thus 
terminated in the prime of life her unobtrusive, 
though eminently useful and virtuous, career of 
Christian piety and benevolence." 

May 16.*-At tiie anniversary meeting of the In- 
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yemess Bible Society, it was intimated that 
since the former anniversary a sum of £180 had 
been remitted to the parent Society, and about 
fuUr hundred Bibles and Testaments distributed 
by tho Depositary. In addition to the anilual 
subscriptions, coniributions couounting to £106 
were intimated from the Inverness Juvenile 
Society and from district branches. 

Ibid. — ^I'he settlement of the Rev. Colin Fraser 
in the parish of Kiltariity was earned out on 
the 8th instw without incident beyond the read- 
ing of a notarial protest in terms of the agree- 
ment arrived at by the Synod. 

Ibid. — Died, at the Manse of Uiff, on the Ist of 
May, after a short illness, the Rev. Hugh 
Muuro, minister of that parish, in the 76th 
\ear of his a^e and 46th of his ministry. A 
nigh tribute is paid to his character, which 
mentions, among other virtues, that ^*he was 
an utter stranger to the malignity of party 
spirit." 

May 22. — Decision was given by the Court of 
Session on the question raised by a majority 
of the Presbytery of Inverness in connection 
with the presentation to Kiltariity. The 
Ptesbytei-y contended that the presentation 
granted to Mr Colin Fraser by iJovat's Com- 
missioner was null in respect of Lovat's own 
religious faith; and, secondly, that the right 
of presenting had fallen to the Presbyteiy 
through the delay of a presentation by a quali- 
fied patron. 'Die defender maintained three 
picas: 1st, tliat the Presbytery stood com- 
mitted by having actually sustained the pre- 
sentation in question before it bethought it- 
self of opposition and resistance; 2siS^ that 
even if the presentation by Lovat's Commis- 
sioner was invalid, the right to present by re- 
solution would pass, not to the Presbytery 
but to the Crown, in terms of the very statute 
on which the Presbytery itself founded; and 
3rd, that at all eventts the said statute of Queen 
Anne, by which Catholic patrons ere restricted 
in certain cases from exercising the rights of 
presentation, did not apply to this case, Mr 
Fraser of* Lovat having neither "signed a pre- 
sentation" nor refused any test "tendered to 
him,'* which are the only cases or circumstances 
to which the penal statute of Queen Anne re- 
fers. The Court (one Judse differing) held 
that the two preliminary deduces were amply 
sufficient for the defender's protection, and 
therefore that it was -unnecessary to decide the 
remaining point. Accordingly their lordships 
dismissed the action at the instance of tne 
Presbytery, and found the Presbytery liable in 
expenses. 
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May 29. — ^"James Camming, millwright, died here 
last week at the advanced e^e of 101. Hia 
wife, aged 90, ia now living here. Gumming 
waa a native of Morayshire, bieing bom at Mun- 
dole, near Altyre, and had the merit of first 
executing many excellent meal and thrashing 
mills in the Northern Counties upon the most 
improved construction. He hod a great 
genius for mechanics, and there remain many 
specimens of his curious workmanship." 

Ibid. — "Died, at the Manse of Glenshiel, on Sun- 
day the 11th curt., having on that day com- 
pleted his 75th year, the Rev. John Macrae, 
46 years minister of that parish. A roan 
whose vigorous powers of mind, pure integrity, 
and great warmth of heart, secured him the 
love and esteem of all who knew him." — ^"At 
Nairn, on the 22nd ult., John Gunn, Esq., 
Sheriff-Substitute of that county. He was a 
sound and_an upright judge, an honourable 
man, a sincere friend, and an affectionate rela- 
tive.^* 

June 6.— "At a Justice of Peace Court held 
here [at Hivemess] on Tuesday last for the 
punishment of offenders against the Excise 
Laws, nearlv four hundred persons from the 
districts of the Aird, Strathglass, and 
Urquhart, were convicted and fined in small 
sums. niose detected in illicit distillation 
were generally fined in twenty shillings each ; 
and for selling spirits without a licence the 
general fines were four guineas." 

tbid. — ^"Married, at Devonshire House, London, 
on the 26th nit., Earl Gower, eldest son of 
the Marquis of Stafford, to Ladv Harriet 
Howard, daughter of Lord Morpeth." The 
event was celebrated with great rejoicings in 
the coioaty of Sutherland. 

Ibid. — ^Ilie Society for the Suppression of Beg- 
ging held its annual meeting in the Town Hall. 
Sn^riptions and donations amounted to 
£251, but the Society had incurred debt to the 
amount of £24. Subscriptions in the Land- 
wuxl part of the parish had fallen off. The 
number of persons receiving aid was 114. 

Ibid. — ^At the General Assembly the petition of 
the Rev. John Fnwer, minister of Kiltarlity. 
was considered. The substance of his com- 
pkdnt was as follows : —**The Pre^bvtery of 
Inverness delayed the settlement of the peti- 
tioner till May 1823, although they were 
directed to induct him with all convenient 
sneed. A great majority of the members oi 
Presbytery protested ajjaiiwt the settlement, 
end not only cansed their protest to be re- 
corded, but also to be read in the Church of 
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Saltarlity during diyine lerYice and on the daj 
of his settlement ; aiMl had caused it also to be 
published in the public newspapers, which dr- 
cumstance, the petitioner complained, had 
material^ influenced his usefolnen and re- 
spectability as a minister." Hie Presby t e r y 
did not put in an appearance, and the majority 
who were concerned in the proceedings were 
enjoined to appear personally at the bar of 
the next General Assembly. 

June 12.— The Northern Missionary Society held 
their twenty-third anniyersary in the Hij^ 
Chiurch, InTemess. Collections and snlMcrip- 
tions amounted to £88 9s. 

Ibid. — On Thursday last the foundation-stone of 
Anderson's Institution for the education of the 
poor children of Fozres, Rafford, and Kinloes, 
was laid in Forres with the usual ceremonies. 
"This Institution is founded and will be sup- 
ported from funds left by the late Jonathan 
Anderson. Esa., of Glasgow, a natiye of 
Forres, who also mortified some feu grounds 
in Glasgow, whidi yield about £100 sterling 
per annum for the benefit of poor housdiolders 
m Invemess." 

June 19. — The trial of four men and one woman 
for rioting at Croy in connection with the pre- 
sentation of the new minister to the pastorate 
came off on the 9th Inst, before tiie High 
Court of Justiciary. The charge against one 
of the men was found not proTen; all the 
others were fo<und guilty. A petition was laid 
before the Court fr<Mn Rer. Mr Campbell, 
praying the Court to inflict as lenient a punish- 
ment as poesiUe, as the prisoners had been 
betrayed into error, and the bad spirit was 
rapidly subsiding in the parish. One of the 
prisoners was sentenced to a month's imprison- 
ment, and the others, including the woman, 
to two months, in the jail of Siyemeas. A 
second woman who had been indicted <yd not 
appear. 

Ibid. — Oh Tuesday, 17th inst., Thomas Alex- 
ander Fraser of Loyat (grandfather of the pre- 
sent liord I»y&t) attained his majority. Hie 
occasion was celebrated with rejoidnfgi through- 
out the Loyat estates. Bonfiren and entertain- 
ments marked every district. **The yiew from 
Beaiufort pret^ented to the assembled company 
at the Castle one of the finest scenes that can 
be conceiyed. The summit of eyery hillock, 
as well as of every higher mountain, started 
into a blase, and the whole line of country 
over the brown heather and along the valleys 
seemed covered with light and gladness.** At 
Beaufort about one |iundred gentlemen sat 
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down to dinner, for which tables were spread 
in the Gooirt. The health of Lovat was pro- 
posed by the Marquis of Uuntly, and pledged 
with great eDthusiasm. At Foyers, Mr 
Fraser, the proprietor, had a bullock killed and 
distributed with ale and whisky among his 
tenantry and neighbours. A splendid bonfire 
was kindled on Caimderg, a mile above the 
house of Foyers. 
June 19 and Z6. — On the first date it is stated 
that the arrivals for the Wool Market began 
on Monday, and yet till the time of going to 
press (the paper appeared on Thur^ay) no 
definite busmen had been done. The writer 
complained that the business^ which towards 
the end wivs generally concluded in one or two 
hours, occupied many persons from Monday 
till Friday, and this delay exposed the parties 
to much expense and inconyenience. In the 
is0ue of the 26th, the reporter speaks of the 
character of the market and of the prices. 
**Fiye or six wool staplers and dealers in sheep 
from the North of England and South of Scot- 
land come to treat with three or four hundred 
respectable individuals; and such is their 
mutual confidence that bargains for wool and 
sheep to the amount of £1^,000 and upwards 
are concluded even without a sample. Last 
week our information ffoes to say that good 
Cheviot wedders brought each ISs 6d (clad 
score). This we believe to be the highest price 
obtained ; and wedders of the same description, 
tliough of inferior quality, were sold at Kb 
6d. Blaokfaced wedders fetched from 12s to 
16s; Cheviot ewes from 7s to lOs 6d; an J 
blackfaced ewes from 5s to 68 6d. Bhickfaced 
hogffs brought from Is to 10s; and wedder 
lambs «.of the same kind from 4s to 5s 3d. The 
sales in Cheviot hoggs and lambs were very 
few — the former brought Ss 61 and the latter 
6s. CSieviot wool was sold so low as 9s per 
stone of 24 lbs., and the highest price was 
lOlB 6d. The coarse 'Vool from blackfaced 
sheep sold at from 10s to lis 6d per double 
stone, or the stone of 48 lbs. In roost of these 
purchases a reference was made of 6d per stone 
of wool, and 6d on each sheep, to be decided 
by the iMpeiCl of the markets, and the prices 
that may be given in the South before Sep- 
teii^>er, which is the usual time of delivery. 
One very important branch of this market is 
the purchase of smearing materials, and we 
understand that one contract of very consider- 
able amount (upwards of £15(X) worth) was 
condnded much to the satisfaction of both 
parties.'* 

29 
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Jane 26. — ^An article on the diBtiUery laws Bays 
that a remission of duty was to be made to an 
extent quite uuexjpected, and likely to have 
the most beneficial results. The effect of the 
alterations, it was anticipated, woold '*most 
effectually quash smuggling." One of the re- 
solutions edopted bv the House of Commons 
was as f(^owa: — 'That it is expedient that 
every distiller or maker of spirits in Scotland 
and Ireland respectively should be permitted 
to warehouse the spirits made or distilled by 
such distiller without payment of the diity of 
Excise charffeable thereon ; and that the duties 
of Excise diargeable on such spirits shall be 
payable and pud on their being taken out if 
warehouse for home consumption.'' 

July 10.— *K)n Thursday last the Rev. Mr Camp- 
bell was admitted minister of Croy, in presence 
of a very respectable conffregatioo. There was 
happily no occasion for we interference of the 
Sheriff or his officers, who attended, no inter- 
ruption having been offered to the solemn ser- 
vices of the day." 

July 17.— "The celebrated Miss Edgeworth ar- 
rived here last week. During a short stay she 
visited the Falls of Kilmorack." 

July 31. — ^The Act for the Maintenance of High- 
land Roads and Bridges was laid before a 
county meeting. **The former bill left it op- 
tional for the counties to have tolls; the pre- 
sent proceeds a step further, and gives the 
option either to hav% tolls or to increase their 
assessment; and its principal feature is to 
give option and to avoid compulsion." It was 
conceded to the wishes of the Northern Coun- 
ties that the mail coach should not be charge- 
able with any toll whatever, and that oaittle 
might travel from Bighouse in the heights of 
Suuierlandshire, westward and southwurds to 
Fort-Augustus and so over the Corryarrick 
Road to Perthiahire, without payment of toll, 
except lOd per score of black cattle and 5d 
per score for sheep and lambs, payable ooce 
at the Pitmain Bridge over the Spey. llie 
counties had not as yet resolved to establish 
ffeneral tolls. A bill was also laid on the table 
for the building of additional places of worship 
in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland out 
of public moneys in the Court of Exchequer, 
the sum not to exceed £10,000 in any one year, 
and not exceeding in all the sum of £50,000. 
The oblect of this measure was to provide ad- 
ditional chuiolies for large parishes. 

August 7. — Died, at Deldriggan of Olenmoriston. 
on 6th July, Mr Ardiibald Grant, aged 87 
years. His married life extended to 66 years. 
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and hift wife survived him. His remains were 
followed to the grave by 65 children Mid grand- 
children. 

Angnst 14. — ^''Married, at Coeav Hall, in the 
county of Norfolk, Thomaa Alexander Fraser, 
Eaq. of Lovet, to Charlotte Oeorgina D. Jer- 
ningham, eldest daughter of Sir Qeorge Jer- 
ningham, Baronet.*' In the next issue there 
is an account of meetings held on the Lovat 
estates to celebrate the happy event 

August 28.— ''Died, at Quebec, on the 29th 
«huie. Laughlin Smith, Seiffnoir of St Denis 
and La Pocatlere. Mr Smiui ws(s a native of 
Inverness, Scotland, and is supposed to be 
upwards of 100 years of age. He sored as a 
private in General Wolfe's armv at the taking 
of Quebec." 

September 4. — ^Tlie Northern Missionary Society 
held its twenty-third anniversary meeting at 
Tain on 27th August. Collections, subscrip- 
tions, and donations were intimated amount- 
ing to £94 IBs. 

Ibid. — ^The new Distillery Aot is summadsed. 
'^e find some differences existing between the 
present Act end the substance of it as pub- 
lished in an abstract in the end of June last. 
In that abstract it waa stated that the duty 
on every sallon of spirits made from malted 
com was 2s 6d, at a strength of 10 per cent, 
over proof; but instead of that we now find 
that tne duty is 28 on every gallon hydrometer 
proof. Distillers are allowed to warehouse 
spirits without payment of duty, the strength 
of sudb spirits to be either 25 or 11 per cent, 
over proof; and where a sale of spirits is re- 
alised the quantity taken out of the warehouse, 
when for home consumption, must not be lees 
than the content of the original cask (100 
gallons), upon which the duty is only then 
payable; and a warehouse rent for report of 
the revenue is chargeable at the rate of one 
penny per 40 gallons a week. Distillers from 
malted com must produce two gallons of 
spirits Ik'om every bushel of malt, or 12 {j^allons 

groof spirits from the standard of Linlithgow 
oU." After mentioning other pointli, the 
article concludes: — ^"The spirit du^ on eight 
pints Soots (or, as t^s quantity is celled, the 
Soots gallon) amounts to Ss on proof spirits, 
whidi is about 12 per cent, stronger than is 
commonly retailed m this country; and the 
malt duty on the same quantity at the same 
strength is Is, making 9s of spirit and malt 
duty on ei^t Scots pmts. The former duties 
on the same quantity amounted to 22b, thus 
raving a reduction of 13s per Scots gallon. 
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From the weakness of the wtmh allowed to be 
used, joined with the liberty of warehousing 
the spirits, in a short time there is no doobt 
that a superior spirit can be produced ; and the 
effect of the whole is that we find tHaveDers for 
spirit dealers in the South are at this moment 
offering to supply our market here, by the end 
of October, with spirits at 58 per English gal- 
lon, or at the rate of 2s 6d per Scots pint.'* 

September 25. — ^At the municipal election this 
year, James Grant of Bught was elected Pro- 
vost, Mr Robertson of Altnaskiach remaining 
a member of Council. 

October 2. — '*It would appear from the popula- 
tion returns made up ftrom the GoYemmnt ab- 
stracts of 1801, 1811, and 1821, that the High- 
land counties of Ross and Cromarty present 
the most numerous instances of longevity in 
proportion to their population — ^in every 2156 
there being one above 100 years, and one above 
80 years in every 93. Comparing the popular 
tion of England and Scotland in this respect 
the number above 100 returned from the for- 
mer country is only 168 out of a population 
of 11. 261, W; whereae from the latter the 
number is 102 in a population of 2,093,459.** 

Tbid. — On the previous Monday the Constables 
of the town were sworn into office for the 
ensuing year, in presence of the Magistrates, 
when Provost Grant addressed them at some 
length on the duties and importance of their 
office. Sergfc. -Major John Mackenzie, Castle 
Street, was elected head constable, and each 
constable was furnished with a copy of instruc- 
tions and a baton. These con.Hables were a 
force distinct from the police and town officere, 
and were instructed to co-operate with them 
in preventing crimes and offences. Their 
authority did not extend beyond the Royalty, 
and on duty they had always to carry their 
baton. A copy of their instructions is pub- 
lished in this issue. We reproduce the two 
following : — **The character and p'ood order of 
the town are so much concerned in a due and 
strict observant of decency and propriety on 
the Sabbath Day, that the Mauristrates require 
the constables to be particularly carefnl to 
correct anv improprieties which may occur on 
that day.** "The constables are enjoined to 
maintain a uniform and exact regard to 
sobriety, decency, and civility in their own 
conduct ; bearing bod language and even re- 
proach from persons in liquor when they ap- 
pear to have no bad intentions ; and exercising 
all the humanity compatible with the due and 
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firm discharge of thMr duty." After meeting 
with the constables, the Magistrates diapofled- of 
the Common Qood of the burgh, which then 
included the shore dues and anchorage at the 
harbour, ahd tolls on the Imdgee. The shore 
dues and ancthorage came to £620, and the 
total, including these, to £971 14s. 

Ibid. — What is called a "new corn market" was 
opened at Inverness on the previous Tuesday. 
Upwards of 200 bolls of grain were offered for 
sale. An address to the Invemess Farmers* 
Society led to the establishment of the mar- 
ket. This address stated that while some far- 
mers had regular customers, the majority had 
to repair to the streets of Inyemess on market 
days, and diligently look out for customers, 
sometimes for weeks in vain. "Thus the time 
passes, necessities accumulate, engagements re- 
quire to be implemented, and the unfortunate 
farmer is compelled to treat with the smug- 
gler, the mealmonser, or other indidviduals on 
terms highly disadyantaseous, but frequently 
considerf^ by the purchaser as fitvours b*"- 
stowed on the seller. Many transactions had 
also to be ^'managed in the whisky house, by 
means of a tipple and a drink. It is quite 
notorious that many of the buyers will not de- 
termine without a dram, and perhaps half-a- 
dozen may be required to produce the desired 
effect." To obviate these untoward drcum- 
stances, the attempt to establish a new com 
market was made. It was proposed to effect 
the sales by samples ; and with the concur- 
rence of the Magistrates a booth was to be 
erected on the Exchange every Tuesday and 
Friday from 12 till half-past two o'clock. The 
samples of grain were to be displayed under 
the superintendence of an intelligent attendant, 
who was ci^ble of concluding transactions in 
the absence of parties. A soiue of fees, vary- 
ing from a penny to sixpence, was to be paid 
to the attendant. 

October 2 and 9. — ^These issues contain reports 
of the Northern Meeting. Races were held at 
Duneancroy. 

October 9. — The county meeting at Tnyerness re- 
w>lved meantime to sapport the roads by assess- 
ment instead of by tolls They also adopted 
a resolution in favour of bringing the mails 
by the Highland Road from Perth. 

November 6. — ^This issue records the death of Mr 
Charles Grant, long member for the county of 
Inverness, in the representation of which he 
was succeeded by his son. "Mr Grant did busi- 
ness at the India House; on l^e evening of 
ThmMay last. As he was in tiie practice of 
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nunagiiig his eztenaiTe oorrMpondenee dvriiig 
the quiet of the niglit. it appean thai he did 
not retire to reet tm four on Friday mondng, 
about which time he was aeiaed with apaniis 
in the stomach, which at six o'clock termin- 
ated bis ▼aJoable life." The notice proceeds : 
— "Mr Grant went out in eariy life to India, 
with few adTantages save those which his own 
talents and conduct procured for him. Hie in- 
timate knowledge which he soon acquired of 
the Company's affairs, his integrity, capacity 
for business, and that indefatigable persever- 
ance which never left him to his latest hour, 
soon opened up to him an honourable caseer. 
He obtained several situations of great trust 
in Bengal, which j)aved the way to the im- 
portant offices which he afterwards filled at 
nome, as Deputy Chairman and Chainnan of 
the 0>urt of Directors. In 1802 he was dhosen 
member of Parliament for his native county, 
which he continued to represent till he was suc- 
ceeded by his son, the present member. Mr 
Grant wan a very kind relation, a eealous 
friend, and in the kindly and Scottish sense 
of the phrase, 'a good countrpian,' as well 
as in the more unlimited acceptation of the word. 
It in mentioned in the London papers that Mr 
Grant was upwards of 80 years of age. He 
was in his 78th year, having been bom in Uie 
memorable venr of the Rebellion. He re- 
ceived the then beloved name of Charles firom 
the Jacobite partialities oi his family.** 

Tbid. — ^The same issue records the death of Mr 
Peter Anderson, solicitor, who was so gener- 
ally liked and esteemed by his fellow-citizens 
that bin death was felt in Inverness as a pri- 
vate sorrow, as well as lamented as a public 
loss. *^r Anderson was still in the prime of 
life, and of a oonstitutioin which promised 
lenffth of days and the enjoyment of vigorous 
health. Early yesterday morning he l:«came 
indisposed, and by seven o'clock he had ceased 
to live. The frankness of his courtesy, and a 
facility of benevolence which made him the 
ready* listener to all sorts of grievances, and 
the ready friend of all sorts of men who were 
in want of assistance — and these have not been 
few of late years — formed a character peculi- 
arly calculated to gain on the kindliest sym- 
pathies of the heart; and we may truly say 
that as no member of our community was ever 
more universally liked than Mir Anderson, no 
one was ever mourned bv high and low with 
flrrief more unaffected and jrenuine.** 

Ibid. — Mr Adam, Rector of the luvemess 
Aendemy, had Just returned from a ten da^' 
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orulse on board the Clio. His experiments 
were meant to determine the situation (A a 
ship by obtaining the altitude of any of the 
heavenly bodies where the horizon was ob- 
scured. The results weie said to be more 
satisfactory than on any former oocasion. 

December 11. — A county meeting was held at In- 
verness on the 5th inst., and resolutions were 
adopted expressing cordial appreciation of the 
distinguished services of the late Charles 
Grant during his long connection with the 
county. Mr J. P. Qnnt of Bothiemurchus, 
M.P., was in the chair. The chief resolution 
bore tbit "during the last twenty-one years, 
being the period of the public connection of 
the late Charles Qrant, Esq., with this county, 
the attention of the Legislature has been 
directed to the cultivation of the natural ad- 
vanta^s of this northern part of the Kingdom, 
in a greater degree than tiiat which any Go- 
vernment lias ever bestowed on a part of its 
dominions so remote, and contributing so little 
to its revenue." Several absent members wrote 
complaining that too short notice had been 
given of the meeting, but the attendance num- 
bered nearly foity, and it was resolved to pro- 
ceed with the business rather than adjourn. 
The resolutions were adopted with acclama- 
tion, and copies were ordered to be transmitted 
to the Right Hon. Charles Grant, a>nd to be 
advertised- in Inverness, Edinburgh, and Lon- 
don newspapers. 

December 25.^0n tlie 17th inst a General Court 
of the Directors of the East India Compajiy 
was held at the East India House. Mr James 
Smith, M.P., submitted .the following mo- 
tion : — "That this Court taking into considera- 
tion the great ability, inflexible integrity, and 
unremitting attention displayed by the late 
Charles Grant, Esq., during^ nearly thirty 
years as a member of the Executive body, 
after seventeen years of distinguished service 
in India, and the majiy important benefits he 
has rendered to the Company, by his counsels 
and experience, and by bis constant and strenu- 
ous exertions in Parliament and elsewhere, to 
pres^^e unimpaired their rights and privileges, 
and improve tibe condition of the vast popu- 
lation under their rule, desire to record their 
deep sense of the loss sustained by the death 
of Uiis valuable director, who, to the last day 
of his life, was actively employed in the dis- 
charge of his duty, and testify the hish ad- 
miration in which they hold his talents, diarac- 
ter, and services ; and therefore that a marble 
monument be erected to the memory of the 
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late Oharles Qrant, Esq, in the Parish Church 
of tit Qeorge'Sy Bloomsbury; and that the 
Court of Directors be reiiuested to take 
lueamires to cairy the same into effect." The 
motion was seconded by Sir Charles Forbes, 
M.P., and both gentlemen eulogised the 
character and services of the late Director. 
The proposal for a monument called forth an 
amendment, submitted by Mr Hume, M.P. for 
Montroee, on the ground that there was no 
pi-ecedent for conferring such a distinction. 3ir 
Hume also went over the several points on 
which the mover grounded his motion, and 
contended that they were not sufficient to war- 
rant the posthumous honour projected. Mr 
Elphinstone said that "this Company had 
lasted above a hundred years, and had em- 
ployed a number of most able and most 
honest searvants, who went out of life with- 
out the commemoration of statues." He ad- 
mitted it to be true that the Company had 
erected statues to some who had signalised 
themselves in their service, but they were to 
such men as Lord CUve, Admiral Pococke, and 
others^ who had acquired and consolidated 
their great possessions, and between such men 
and such services, and the Directors and their 
duties, there could be no point of comparison. 
Mr Impey, who strongly supported the mo- 
tion, said that the knew the facility with which 
the hon. member for Montrose could pry into 
public efforts; his mind, like some optical 
glasses, was formed for minute discoveries; 
it was not Mr Hume's fault that he was so 
constituted, it was rather the vice of his 
nature, for, in the language of Shakespeare, 
"It is his nature's plague to piy into abuses." 
(Loud laughter and cries of *^^Heer " in which 
Mr Hume loudly joined). On a division the 
amendment was 'rejected by a majority of 54 
to 29 votes, and the original motion was then 
agreed ta 
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No. XIX. 

In the early part of 1824 there are several in- 
teresting entries relating to smuggling and the 
enforcement of Excise penalties. A strong de- 
sire existed to put an end to illicit distiUar 
tion, but there were obstacles in the way, 
which are pithily set forth in one of the ex- 
tracts, llie condition of the slaves in the 
West Indies was at this time before Parlia- 
ment. Many persons in the North of Scot- 
land were interested in West Indian planta- 
tions^ and the counties of Ross and Inverness 
petitioned Government to proceed with cau- 
tion in makine legislative cnan^s. 

In the second half of the year tiie question of 
Excise penalties on smugglers continued to 
excite much attention. The Justices of the 
Peace were exceedin^y reluctant to inflict 
the minimum statutorv penalty of £20, but 
the authorities insistea. In one case from 
Banffshire where the Justices proved ob- 
stinate, the offending smugglers were brought 
before the Court of Exchequer and subjected 
to much heavier penalties than if they had 
been fined by a Justice of Peace Court. This 
seems to have been intended as an object 
lesson. It will be observed that the forma- 
tion of a company to introduce gas and water 
into Inverness dates from 1824. There are 
many items of interest in the subjoined 
notes. 



/Vom the " Inverness OmarierJ* 
1824. 

January 8. — ^At a Justice of ^ Peace Court in In- 
vernees 293 persons were fined for breaches ol 
the licensing lawa From the Beouly district 
alone there were 178 caees. It was stated that 
in the Inverness district the fines and arrean 
of licences amounted to nearlv £400. 

Ibid. — 'Okb Rev. John ICaodonafd, of Ferrintosh, 
was at this time interesting himself specially 
in the Island of St Kilda. He had received thte 
following contributions in aid of buiUings to 
be erected for the aocommodation of a mis- 
sionary and place of worship: — From the 
students of lung's College, Aberdeen, £7; 
from Aberdeen itself, £30 ; from Dundee, £19 
19b; from Perth, £13 68 4d. 

January 15. — 'In ploug^uns up a field at Leys, 
near tbis town* the ploughman found a rod of 

3Q 
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pure gold, about 15 inches lon^, with three 
■ides, each about ^ of an inch in depth. In 
the middle it is twisted, and terminated by 
A bend similar to a siiepberd's crook, in very 
rude workmanship. It was purchased at £4 
lOs by Mr Nanghten, jeweller, here, and is 
now in his possession." 

Ibid. — "To the admirers of Gaelic poetiy it will 
not be uninteresting to know that in 81och- 
muic, on the property of the Earl of Sea- 
fieid, expired in 1746, Jolm Maodonald, other- 
wise Ian Manntaiche, ch: John the Stammerer. 
He had fought in the Stewart cause in 1715. 
and at the age of four score and three drew 
his claymore for Priuoe Charles at the battle 
of Culloden. He received several wounds, but 
more than these regretted the loss of his harp, 
his companion for more than 60 years. Ue 
lingered a few weeks after reaching an asylum 
in Strathspey, and was secretly interred near 
the spot where he yielded his hist breath. His 
songs have celebrated the race for whose ser- 
vice he lived and died, and the keenest satire 
and ridicule expresses nis indignation and con- 
tempt of their opponents. Perhaps there are 
not any Jacobite stanzas extant more deserv- 
ing of attention than the compositions of Ian 
Manntaiche." 

JanuazT 22. — ^In this issue there is another para- 
graph with reference to the gold rod found at 
the Leys. "Some additional pieces of the 
same description) have since been recovered by 
Mr Naughten; and on connecting them and 
inquirinjg of the labourers as to the manner 
in which they were found, they seem to have 
formed one piece of about 18 inches long, and 
to have been twisted exactly after the fashion 
of the worm of a corkscrew. It was found in 
the vicinity of the Druid's Temple at Leys; 
and a conjecture has been offered by a neiffh- 
bouring gentleman, who ranks lugh in nis 
knowledge of these matters, that it is likely to 
have been used in suspending vessels with in- 
cense employed in certain religious rites. This 
would lead one to suppose that it must have 
originally belonged to those of the Romish 
Caiurch, for we do not tihink that the DmidB 
possessed those refined modes of worship." 

Ibid — 'We learn that Mr Mactavish, officer of 
Excise in Braemar, has made a seizure of 
smuggled whisky of unusual magnitude. For 
a very long time back it was notorious that 
large quantities oi spirits were manufactured 
m Glenhvet— now the only ictistzict in the 
Highlands where this illicit and demoralising 
system is carried on to any great extent — «n4 
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thai the joint fruits of the simigglen* labour 
were conveyed to different parte of the low 
ooontry by bench of peofde by far too nmner- 
ous and powerful for any attempt at seiznre 
bv a amffle officer. On this last occasion Mr 
liactaTisE watched the motions of one of these 
bands, and discoyered the concealment where 
the spirits were deposited the first night of 
their jooiney. The smugglos, thinking all 
quite sale, retired to sleep^ when the previous 
arrangements for the seizure were carried into 
effect, and when they awt^ce they found them- 
selves minus twenty Scots ankers of pure Qlen- 
livei.** It is singular that the atMve para- 
graph should describe Glenlivet as the only 
place where illicit distillation was carried on 
**to any great extent," when so many notices 
had appeu^ed of breaches of the licensing laws, 
including illicit distillation, in the county of 
Inverness. Perhaps the writer meant that 
Glenlivet was the only place where the traffic 
was conducted on a burge scale. 

January 29. — A case came on before the Court 
of Exchequer, under a recent Act respecting 
the Scots burghs, diarging the Magistrates S 
Nairn, at the instance of Uiree burgesses, with 
having sold the lands of Hempholes on 7th 
January, and the lands of Mosshall on 11th 
March 1823. without duly~obsM*ving the pro- 
visions of the statute. The objection was 
taken that the production of burffess tickets 
was not sufficient proof that the plaintiffs had 
a title to sue. It was contended that the Town 
Council books couU alone be held to be legal 
evidence. The Court sustained this view, and 
the plaintiffs were nonsuited. A case broueht 
against the Magistrates of Inverness for let- 
ting the lands called the (Jarse, without duly 
observinff the provisions of the Act, was thrown 
out on uie same ground. 

February 12. — ^A paragraph mentions that a 
woollen manufactory had recentljr been estab- 
lished at the Haugh, and was being conducted 
with success. 

February 19. — ^Notice is taken of a paper by Mr 
Qeorge Anderson, Inverness, read oefore the 
So<Hety of Scottish Antiquaries. It gave an 
account of cairns and drdes of stones in the 
neijjhbourhood of Inv^ness, and was accom- 
panied with a map in manuscript and several 
drsnvings of the ardes describea. Mr Ander- 
son suggested th» possibility that some at least 
of these circles had been erected for the ad- 
ministration of Justice, and mentioned one in 
particular which he thought might have been 
comtniotsd for this purpose. 'It oonsisted 
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of a double circle of stones, not, ae is com- 
monly the caae, concentric, but placed in op- 
poBiUon so as to resemble the figure 8. Mr 
Anderson related some instances of the oare 
with which the neighbours abstain from in- 
juring these relics, particularly the cairns, from 
a kind of superstitious dread of evil whidi will 
happen to the unhallowed disturbers of the 
dead. He also related a tradition of a farmer 
who had temerity enough to commit sacrilege 
on a cairn, and who never afterwards throve." 

Ibid.— /Tho same issue oontadns long extFaots 
from a repoit on smuggling in the Highl<'iid8, 
compiled by tJie Commissioners appointed to 
inquire into the collection and management of 
the Revenue. Most of the ooints baye been 
already mentioned in these xiotes, but some 
are new. Sir George Mackenzie of Coul 
n)oke of the administration of the law by the 
Justices of tihe Peace. **In this country," he 
said; "ifcarcely one legal sentence has been passed 
for many years, as we books of collection will 
testify. l!his has happened from no other cause 
than the law being considered by tne Justices 
as too severe; in oonsequepce of which thev 
have been administering a law of their own. 
Sir George also observed that there was not 
a Justice of the Peace who could say that he 
did not, in his own family, consume illegally- 
made spirits. Mr Mackenzie of Ardross de- 
clared that land-holders had an interest in not 
carrying the law into effect. "If at gentleman 
has an estate in the Highlands worth intrinsi- 
cally i/^oO per annum, he ma^ set it to smug- 
glers, if there aire mosses on it to supplv fire, 
for the purpose of carrying on illicit distilla- 
tion at five, six, or seven hundred poundis; 
whereas, if illicit distillation were suppressed, 
it would immediately fall bade to its true 
value, and he would lose half his income. The 
interest, therefore^ of the proprietor to pre- 
vent this is obvious. In like manner the 
owner of a low country arable farm sells his 
barley to smugglers at a rate at least one- 
third higher than he should otherwise obtain 
for it. Even this year barley has fetched from 
the smugglers in Koss-shire 30s an^ 32s per 
boll, while tlie licensed distillers have bought 
theirs from Montrose at 18i to SOs." The re- 
port bore that the number of ddstilleries under 

. the superintendence of the Inveniess Collec- 
lector was only ten, the largest, 200 gallons, 
the smallest, 47 ; that the legal distillers were 
on the diecline; that they could not manufac- 
ture to sell with profit for less than lis per 
galk>n of the highest legal strength; tliat 
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vkick vo«ld sake tte pnoe of «^ iBc^al . 
ad; tkit ii ms iiMii ■111 mU as St; tktt 
t^e iwMwililifi <tf Ibtcthcm oonmMd ftboitt 
lOOO gaOoM per veek, of wkkk a to j mmU 
proportiaa poid datj. ''SeisBrBO «< iUktt 
•pirn Terr fr^e^Beat; idvmyi m Tcrr omU 
qmntitirt; it is bra^t ia'bf worn fn ia tia 
Teaels, made Id ftL tUr ibafke, «od odiv 
ojiiall TcaoeU; aerer far catta or koraM; de- 
poAtc Blade aeer the ttnra. vkea it aaa drhded 
iiHo saull qaaatines.'* Hie report aieadoos 
only 3 legal disdlleriei br aoae, tkoae earned 
on by Optaia Monro o} Teaninkk, bj O^k 
Uin Fiaaer at Brackla, aad br Mr JSaiper in 
tbe oounty of Sotberiaod (jaofiablj Cljneliah). 
TLe Report had been drawn op eoaie time be- 
fore its publication, and formed the femnda- 
tion of toe new diatalkfj laws of 1823. 
Febiuaiy aS.— **H iibam Brodie, Esq. of Brodie, 
baa been appointed by the King to be the 
Lord-Iientenant of Rofls-ahire.** — The same 
number contains a menK^r of the kte Charles 
Grant, taken from a Landon magazine. 
Ibid—A meeting was held at Fortr William and 
a Society formed for the purpose of dissemin- 
ating Christisn knowledge by means of Sabbath 
Schools, Oirculadng libraries, and the dis- 
persion of teacts. Tlie ReT. Cliaries J. Bayne 
presided at the meeting, and Sir £wen 
Cameron of Fassifem waa elected patron. - 
March 4. — Two Excise cutters made a capture 
at Kilmuir, near Kessock, of 100 English gal- 
lons of whisky and five horses. The whisky 
was sold at the Exdse Office at Inverness, and 
the horses were disposed of by public roup at 
ihst rate of 6s a head. 
Ibid. — ^**The venerable Highlander, IVitrick 
Grant, to whom his Majesty two years ago 
granted a pension of one ffuinea per week, died 
at Braemar on the 11th ult., in the lUth 
vear of his a^ He expired ^diile sitting in 
his elbow chair, having felt scarcely any pre- 
vious ilbiess. His pension now devolves on 
his daughter, Anne, during life. It is thought 
her late father was the omy survivor of tiiose 
who fought at the battles of CuUoden and 
Falkirk. He was present when the Pretender 
embarked for France." 
March 18. — "Some days ago a ploughman in the 
service of Mt Lockhart Kinloch, at Knock- 
town of Muirtown, ploughing rather deeper 
than usual, turned up two cannon balls, one a 
six-pound shot, the other a four-pound ball, 
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both mucfa corroded ; they have no doubt been 
fired from the CasUe, which is exactly op- 
posite and about 1800 ^arda distant; a stone 
shot of the size, of a six-pound iron ball, of 
granite, and a )StJl 16 incnes in diameter, of 
granite, encrusted in the cavities of the stone 
with brick-dust indurated, were some time aeo 
found opposite the Citadel, and have probaUy 
been fired from it." 

Ibid. — ^The solicitors of Inverness gave a dinner 
in the Town Hall, at which Mr Gilsean, the 
Sheriff-Substitute, was the chief guest Pro- 
vost Grant (of Bught) waa in the chair, aod 
Mr Kinloch, Sheriff-Clerk, officiated as crou- 
pier. 

March 25. — ^A melancholy drowning accident is 
recorded in this issue. A person engaged in 
building a house, engaged four men from Clach- 
naharry to convey stones from Redcastle 
Quarrv. "The boat employed on this occasion 
was old and insecure, and on her return from 
the qnany deeply laden, sank at a distance of 
about 200 ya.rd8 from the Redcastle Pier, 
when, melancholv to relate, the employer and 
whole crew perished. Four of these men were 
married, and have left widows and a number 
of helpless children to deplore their fate. Hie 
other was a young man who supp<nted his 
aged and infirm relatives. The bodies were 
found as the tide retired, and conveved next 
day to daebnaharr^, where a scene of distress 
ensued among their families and neighbours, 
which we need not describe. Tuesdia.y last the 
interment of the bodies took place, and a more 
mournful procession was never witnessed in 
this quarter.'* 

Ibid. — ^A movement began for the amendment of 
the laws relating to salmon fishing. The C6m- 
raissioiners of Supply of the county of Elnn 
held a meeting and passed resolutions on Uie 
subject. The greatest evil specified was the 
want of legal protection for the fish during the 
breeding time. 

Ibid. — ^The smne number reports a Ions debate 
in the House of Commons on the subject of 
ne^o slavery. The Qovemmeot proposed a 
series of reforms to ameliorate the condition of 
the negro. 

April 1. — ^The death is recorded of the Rev. 
Robert Smith of Cromarty. He was a native 
of Inv^mess, and was distinguiriied as a pastor 
and preadiier. 

April 8. — ''We understand that the beautiful and 
extensive Highlaittd barony of Glenelg, in this 
county, was purchased last week in Edinburgh 
bv the Right Hon. Charles Grants M.P., at 
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£82,000 rterling. A few yean sinoe the same 
etUte fetdied nearly £100,000, and a vact 
sum lias since been expended in improvements 
upon it." 

Ibid. — Ck>unty meetings continue to be held and 
resolotioos poMed on the subject of salmon 
fibbing. The duties on wool were another 
topic before theae meetings. Ministers had 
proposed to remove some restrictions on trade, 
and more particularly to allow the exporta- 
tion of long wools, manufacturers, however, 
were endeavouring by petitions "to alter the 
opinions of his Majesty's Ministers, and by 
continuing the monopoly they now enjoy to 
purchase wool at their own prices, as has 
hith^orto been the case." This is the statement 
of the county of Koss, which agreed to peti- 
tion Parliament in favour of the proposals of 
his Majesty's Ministers. 

April 15. — "The Mlagistrates of Dingwall have 
readily conceded to the inhabitants of that 
town the free election of Commissioners of 
Police, and agreed to several important amend- 
ment suggested by the burgesses on the im- 
fto.. g.jj^ ^ 



pending Police Bill. This is an indication of 
the liberal spirit of the age, and ao example 
worthy of imitation." 

April 29. — ^''Mr Madeaa of this place, who has 
lately returned from prosecuting hjs studies 
as an arUst in Italy, has in his possession two 
old coins, the sight of which may sratify our 
antiquarian readers. He obtained them at 
Bur^ead, where 17 of similar description were 
fouikl, the whole deposited in a horn. This 
horn, thou^ entire when found, crumbled into 
dust on being exposed to the air. The follow- 
ing aocoant of these coins is given by a gentle- 
man skilled in matters of antiquarian research : 
*Your coins must be of the reign of Edward 
m. The 'fleur de hs* shows it could be no 
earlier, said the woi^ not much later. The 
motto round the reverse seems to be 'Gmcem 
Exaltat Gloria,' whidi I have on a gold coin 
of Edward IIL Hie inner legend is, 1 think, 
Villa Ro : Meyron, for the town of Rochester 
where they were coined, Meyron, the name 
of the Mint Master." 

Miiy 6. — ^Petitions from the counties of Inverness 
and RosB prayed the Legislature to be care- 
ful in any interference they made with the 
domestic sAdrs of the West Indian Colonies. 
These petitions spoke of the danger of agita- 
tion amonff the blacks, and of the amount of 
property that was imperilled, llie object of 
the RoM-shire meeting was to petition "against 
a s|Mt apparently spreading, having a tend- 
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ency to lead to measures whidi may be pro- 
ductiye of the most disastrous consequences, if 
not provided against by the wisdom of Parlia- 
ment." Their resolutions bore that "the ad- 
▼an^^ derived by the United Elingdom from 
the West Indian Oolonies are estimated at little 
less than twenty millions sterling, besides the 
value of progeny calculated out nearly 130 
millions." The resolutions of the county of 
Inverness deprecated sudden and violent 
changes, but aJso declared that "the existence 
of slavery in the West Indian Colonies is an 
evil of the greatest magnitude," and called for 
the attention of Parliament with the view of 
the ultimate admission of the blacks to the 
same rights as the rest of his Majesty^ki sub- 
jects; further, "that the measures lately 
adopted by the Legislature for gradually en- 
larging the rights and providing for the re- 
ligious and moral instruction of the slaves are 
eminently deserving of the cordial and un- 
qualified support of all classes." 

Ib'd. — ^At the Circuit Court at Inverness, Thomas 
Macpherson wait accused of having on the 24Ui 
July thrown a stone at the late Alexander 
Davidson, sawyer at Daltullich, said to be in 
the parish of Edinkillie and county of Elgin, 
whereby the said Davidson was murdered. 
Macpherson pleaded not guilty. 'H>n the 
cross-examination of the first witness it came 
out t^t Daltullidi was situated in the parish 
of Ardclach and country' of Nairn. After a 
learned argument, LorcT Pitmilly decided that 
the objection w&b fatal to the indictment, and 
the panel was dismissed from the bar." 

Q)id. — ^"Died, at the ICanse of Kildonan, on the 
14th April, t^ Rev. Alexander Saffe, minister 
of that parish, in the 72nd year of nk age and 
37th year oi nis ministry." 

Ibid. — ^Notice is taken of the death in March of 
James Mackay, resident at St Louis, in Louisi- 
ana. About forty years before, Mr Mackay 
had emigrated from Scotland to Canada, and 
becoming enga^i^ in the fur trade, he explored 
the region oi the upper kkes and the country 
as far west as the Rocky Mountains. After- 
wards he settled in Ixvuisiana, then under 
Spanish Government, and was employed to ex- 
plore the country watered hj the Missouri 
and its tributary rivers, "a region almost with- 
out a civilised man." In remuneradon for his 
services he received a grant of a large tract of 
land, and was appointed to various offices, in- 
cluding that of Military Commandant. When 
Louisiana was ceded to the United States, he 
was chosen to serve in yarious capacities, as 
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Major of Militia, Judge of a District Court, 
aod member of Uie Logialature. A tribute ui 
paid to the character and senrices of Mr Mac- 

M«y 13. — ^The foundatioa of a new Episcopal 
Qiapel was laid at Fortoose on the previous 
Friday. 

Ibid. — ^llie Conveners of the County at an ad- 
journed meeting bud on the table a letter from 
the Lord Advocate enclosing a communication 
from the Board of Excise insisting on more 
vigorous measEures for the suppression of illicit 
distiUation. Collector Waison stated that the 
Justices sitting at Excise Courts had no al- 
ternative except to impose a minimum fine of 
£20 on offenders, and that in future he would 
insist on this p^ialty. The meeting drew up 
a series of resolutions showing that from the 
poverty of the people such fines could not be 
levied, and that if they were insisted on, the 
jail accommodation would; not be sufilcient to 
contain the parties imprisoned at a single Ex- 
cise Court. At a Court which followed immedi- 
ately afterwards there was a large number of 
cases. The Justices in the first case inflicted 
a fine of £3, on which Collector Watson with- 
drew all the othw casoi, for the purpose of re- 
porting to the Board of Excise. 

May 20. — ^Lord Byron died at Missolong^ on the 
night of the ISith April, after an illness of ten 
days. '^However far his compatriots may differ 
in their estimate of the moral worth and use- 
fulness of this illustrious person, they are 
at one in the sentiment of melancholy regret 
for the premature extinction of the most splen- 
did poetical genius that England has pro- 
duced in her latter days." 

Ibid. — ^"In consequence of different Acts of Par- 
liament, the Heritors of the county directed 
their Collector to make an assessment for the 
necessary for the repair oi the military 



and I^arliatnentary roads proportionally on the 
proprietors of houses witnin the Royal Burgh 
of invemesi, conform to their rentals, as liable 
to the property tax ia the year 1814, ahd to 
levy t£e same accordingly ; but the burgh 
Heritors resisted the assessment on the ground 
that they were not liable by these statutes, 
which dearly meant to exempt houses in the 
town, and the oniestion was canied by them to 
the Supreme Court by suspension. After a 
tedious and expulsive litigation the case wtm 
decided on the 15th inst. m the Second Divi- 
sion, when their lordships unanimously sus- 
pended the Letters and found the suqwnders 
entitled to their eoEpeosea. By this decision the 

81 
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proprietors of houses in the burgh have ^ot 
free of a heavy assessment intended to be levied 
for 1815 and subsequent years." 

Ibid. — ^Notice is taken of experiments to be car- 
ried out bv the Morayshire Farmer Ckib to 
ascertain the most profitable kind of winter 
feeding for cattle. The writer adds — "Al- 
though tJiis Society have, by a series of five 
years cattle shows and premiums^ from 1812 
to 1816, accomplished a verv considerable im- 
provement in the breeds of black cattle and 
draught horses in the county of Moray — as is 
stri^Jigly obvioiu to those acquainted with 
the state of that district previously — ^yet they 
are most anxious to carry that improvement 
still further; and intend to institute another 
series of cattle shows with the view of exciting 
and keeping up, among practical fanners, a 
spirit of attention and emulation in this great 
branch of agriculture." 

June 3. — At the meeting of the General Assem- 
bly of the Church of ^x>tland several memb^s 
of the Presbytery of Inverness were rebuked 
for irregular proceedings in connection with 
the settlement at Kiltarlity. 

Ibid. — ^Proposals were suggested at this time for 
paasing a Poor Law BiU for Scotland. The 
^'Courier" says: — ''In the parish of Inverness 
there is no assessment for the poor, but the 
inhabitants of the town contribute voluntarily 
for the suppwt of an Institution for the Suppres- 
sion of Begging, and from which soup, meal, 
and money are distributed among the necessit- 
ous. The burden of maintaining the poor is 
thtu left upon the benevolent inhabitants of 
Inverness, the proportion of the e:q)ense de- 
frayed by the Heritors being very slender in- 
deed." 

June 10. — ^At the annual meeting of the North- 
em Missionary Society, held at Inverness, o(hi- 
tributions to the amount of £77 14s were re- 
ported. 

June 17.— "On Tuesday, Peter Scott, from Edin- 
burgh, was elected majster of the Latin and 
Qreek classes in the Inverness Academy, in 
room of Mr (>urmiohael, who has been appointed 
one of the masters of the Edinburgh Academy." 

June 24. — ^The Wool Market tjhis year opened with 
a very duU tone, but before the close there was 
an improvement, and most of the stockmasters 
sold. "A great part of the Cheviot wool was 
sold at 138 per stonie oi 24 lbs. English, at 
short credit, with a sixpence more per stone of 
reference, depending on the state of the market 
at settling. When credit on bill for a more 
extended time wm given, that description of 
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wool fetched 148 per stone. We heard of one 
■nmll lot of superior wool from Sutherland 
having been sold as high as ISs per stone. The 
wool of the blackfaced sheep sold a little lower 
than the Cheviot, say ai 12s and 128 6d per 
double stone. The i^eep market was not quite 
so spirited as that of the wool ; but a very con- 
siderable number was disposed of notwithstand- 
ing. One lot of Cheviot w adders sold at 198, 
and the current prices of the market for this 
sheep were from ISs to 17s ; Cheviot ewes, from 
7b 6d to 8s 6d and 9s ; Cheviot wedder hoggs at 
58 6d, 56 9d, and 6s ; and lambs at 4s 6d to 68 ; 
Blackfaced wedders brought from 9s 6d to 138 
6d ; ewes from 6s to 7s; and lambs from 4s 
to 58. A contract to the extent of about £1200 
was entered into by the sheep farmers of 
Sutherland with a eentleman of this town far 
smearing materials.^ 

July 1.— Died at Maltown Cottage on the 27th 
ult., Captain George Macpherson, R.N. He 
entered the navy as a midshipman in 1800, 
served under Lord Nelson, fought in the Dar- 
danelles, in Egypt, im the Walcheren Expedi- 
tion, and on the attack on Algiers in 1816. lo 
private life his character was hospitable and 
kindly. "On. the day of his funeral, the gar- 
rison of Fort-George testified their respect for 
departed worth by paying, unsolicited, the 
military hoamurs due to his rank; and the 
shopta in Oampbelltown, through which the pro- 
cession passed, were idiut. A number of his 
sorrowing friends resolved to erect a monument 
to his memory in testimony of their heartfelt 
regard." 

Ibid. — hotd Kacdonaid died in London on Satur- 
day, the 19th ult. He served some years in 
the 10th Regiment, and afterwards raised a 
corps of Fendbles. He also represented the 
borough of Saltash in Parliament for several 
sessions. liord Macdonsld did much for the 
improvement of his cRtates. "Convinced that 
the first step towards improvement is to render 
a country accessible, his lordship made, with 
the assistance of Gk>vemment, upwardii of 100 
miles of public road, on his own property, in 
the Isle of Skye and North Uist; subscribed 
largely towards the fonnation of roads in the 
districts leading to those islands, and built 
handsome piers at Kyleakin and Portree, not 
only to promote the trade of those villages, 
but generally as a protection to shippfing in a 
tempestuous sea. As an inducement to him- 
self end his successors to live on their own 
estates, he began a magnificent castle at Arma- 
dale, according to a design by Gillespie, and 
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carried it on so far towaiidB completion, and 
embelUflhed it with so much taite that it is now 
one of the greatest ornaments of the North. 
His lordahip 8 constant endeavours also to im- 
prove the manufacture of kelp and introduce 
the culture of hemp, to drain the marshes and 
cultivate wastes, to erect churches, mills, and 
hrid^es, and by every means to provide food 
and employment for the lower orders, will 
cause his memory to be long cherished in the 
hearts of a grateful population." It was Lord 
Maodonald's boast tnat not a man had been 
compelled to emigrate from his property, and 
that not one tenant had his goods s^uestrat^ 
from the time his lordship came to the estates. 
A notice in a subsequent issue says that in 
1817, when there waa actual famine over the 
greater part of the Highlands and Isles, Lord 
ifacdonald became bound to Gk>vemment in 
several thousand pounds for supplies of grain 
and potatoes sent to his estates. 
July lo. — ^**The steam packets through the Oale- 
(Conian Canal, and ooacfaes from the South and 
East, daily bring crowds of strangers to visit 
the Highlands; and the three steam packets 
and daily coaches seem to be at present well 
employee!.** 
August 6.— ''On Wednesday, the 29th ult., the 
Malvina, built by and belonging to Mr John 
Gordon, was launched off the bade of the Cale- 
donian OanaL She is intended for a steam 
packet, and is built on ^e new principle of 
manifold courses of planking. She draws only 
18 inches of water, notwithstanding which she 
lies very steady and stiff in the water.** 
Ibid. — A meeting of the Heritors and Commis- 
sioners of Supply of the County of Ross re- 
solved to establish tolls in aid of the County 
assessment. 
Ibid. — "Mr Stuart, vounger of Duneam. while 
pasting through Dingwall on h-is way to the 
estate of Strathconon, which he has latelv pur- 
chased, happened to learn that a gentleman 
was confined in the jail of that town vwUir 
circumstances which strnDsrly excited his feel- 
inflrs Mr Stuart immediately lo<]%ed £60 with 
the Magistrates of I>ingwair and procured the 
prisoner's enlargement. The debt was for 
£50. What en£inces this humane act is that 
Mr Stuart never heard of any of the parties 
concerned till his visit to Dinflrwsll.** 
August 12— On Thursday, the 5th inst, Mk* Miu«- 
leod of Qeanies completed the fiftieth annivers- 
ary of office as Sheriff-Depute of the Counties 
of Ross and Cromarty, having been appointed 
in August 1774, when he was about 30 years 
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of age. His administration, it is stated, liad 
been throughout distinguished by great viffour, 
activity, and talent. The inhabitants of the 
county had ako been remarkable for their 
peaoeiul and orderly conduct. The Sheriff's 
fiftieth lanniTersary was celebrated by a public 
dinner given at DingwaU by the Sheriffs- 
Substitute and procurators of "the Counties of 
Ross and Cromarty. Mieetings were also held 
at Tain. 

Ibid. — ^A Justice of Peace Court was held at In- 
verness to determine the question whether they 
had the power to inflict a smaller penalty thain 
£20 for certain offences against the distillery 
laws. An offender stood bis trial, and Counsel 
appeared for the Crown. The Court found that 
according to statute the sum of £20 was the 
minimum penalty, and imposed it accordingly, 
the alternative being six months* imprison- 
ment Counsel for the prosecution stated that 
the object of the Crown was to establish a pre- 
cedent, and this being a test case, they dad not 
insist on the penalties. 

Auf^ust 19. — A correspondent writes : — "At a Jus- 
tice of Peace Court lately held at Broadford. 
in Skyc, for the purpose of discussing prose- 
cutioM. at the instance of Mr BurreH, Collec- 
tchr of Excise, Oban, the Justices present, 
anxious to put an effectual stoo to smuggling, 
irapofied a fine of £5 for each conviction in 
malting cases, and a fine of £100 for each con- 
viction in cases of illicit distillation ; and 
irranted warrants for incarcerating every de- 
linquent who fails to pay within half a year, 
in the jail of Inverness, for the period of six 
calendar months. The whole of the fines im- 
posed on this occasion, I understand, amount 
together to the enormous sum of £3400." 

August 26. — *T)uring the fourteen days immedi- 
ately preceding Monday last, upwards of 2500 
Highland shearers passed through the Crinan 
Chnal for the South, in the steamboats Ben- 
Nevis. Comet, and Highlander, from the 
islands of Mull, Skye, &c. So crdwded was 
the Highlander on one o'xjasion that she was 
compelled to land a number of the passengers 
nil Orirwrn, «»nd cause them to walk down the 
bank of the Canal to Lochfrilphead." 

September 2. — ^"Tlie law with reorard to finini^ 
smuarelers and the power of .Tustices being now 
perfActlv understood, *»iiother iwous obstacle 
to the due prosecution of offenders against the 
FxcTse laws hns arisen. A few weeks ago in 
Dincrwall no Justice of Pesxje snpeared at a 
Court which was summoned. 9m they could use 
no discretionary power in the exercise of Aeir 
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functdonsi and we leftrn that in some of the 
other neighbouring oounttee it is ihe resolution 
of t&e Justices to come forward and state their 
determination not to act upon the regulations 
of ^e Act, even at the hazard of being struck 
off the Commission. At a Court held here on 
Tuesday last, a great deal of discussion took 
place, and a number of cases were put off on 
the plea of undue services of intimation on 
the delinquents. Three persons were fined in 
the penalty of £20, and a wajrrant for incar- 
ceration, after much difficulty, was granted 
against one of the men." 

Ibid.— At ihe anniversary meeting of the North- 
em Missionary Society, held at Tain, subscrip- 
tions and collections w^e intimated to the 
amount of £86 148. 

September 16. — "Died, at Madras, in the East 
Indies, on his way home to Britain, on the 
Ist of September 1823, Thomas Fraser, Esq. of 
Gorthleck, in the CSvil Service of the Honour- 
able East India Company at Nellore.*' 

September 23. — At the annual meeting for the 
election of Ma^strates, Dr Robertson of Ault- 
naakiach was elected Provost of Inverness. 

September 30. — ^The Common Cood of the Burgh 
of Inverness, including tolls, anchorage, and 
shore dues, was disposed of this year for £887 
68 6d. 

Ibid.— '*The Right Hon. Lord MacdonaW has most 
liberally given a donation of £50 to the North- 
ern Infirmary. Tlus Institution has received 
more money from this noble family than from 
any other whatever. The late Lord Maodon- 
ald contributed no lees than £200 at different 
times in aid of the Infirmary funds. Lady and 
liord Macdonaild, accompanied by Provost 
Robertson, visited the Infirmary, and were 
pleased to express themselves in terms of great 
approbation with recrard to the appearance and 
manasrement of the Institution." 

Ibid. — ^The Northern Meetin^r opened on thfe 
29th, ''and we have the pleasure to state that there 
scarce ever was a greater concourse of illustri- 
ous company and splendid eauipaees witnessed 
in our town." Hie Marquis and Marchioness 
of Huntly were present. Races were held at 
Dnnain. 

Ibid. — ^Hie Rev. Alexander Stewart, late minis- 
ter of the Chapel of Ease in Rothesay, wm 
on Thursday last adimitted to tihe pastoral 
charge of the parish of Cromarty. — On the same 
dav the Rev. Mr Foyes was admitted to the 
pastoral charsre of €he parish of Forres. 

Ibid. — At a trial at the Circuit Court, counsel for 
a female prisoner complained that i^e had been 
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already confined six months in the prison of 
Tain, a place which he described as totally 
imdt for the accommodation of an^ human 
being. "Hie floor is of day, there is no bed 
to lie upon, no fire-place, nothing but the bare 
stone wall. Tbm is a sort of win- 
dow, or rather aperture, in the wall, 
fmmed with iron stanchions, witho^ 
a pane of glass to protect the unfortunate 
prisoners from the inclemency of the weather." 
llie presiding Judge, Lord Pitmilly, ascertained 
on enquiry that thu statement was not exagger- 
ated, and he sentenced the culprit to be con- 
fined for other six months in the Jail of In- 
vemess^ the County ol Roes to bear the ex- 
pense. At the same time he urged the Magis- 
trates of Tain and county gentlemen to provide 
a suitable place of confinement. The Advocate- 
Depute said he would report the matter to the 
Lend Advocate, and if the recommendation from 
the Bench was not attended to, the Magistrates 
of Tain would be compelled to provide a pro- 
per jail. A paragraph states that the Magis- 
trates of Tain £onie time previously offered to 
contribute a large sum ^'conskierin^ the revenue 
of the burgh" for the building of e new jail, 
but the County would not meet them with 
suitable assistance. 
Ibid. — ^In the same issue there is a notice of Dr 
Macculloch's book, a Tour in the Highlands 
and Islands of Scotland. Dr MaccuUoch de- 
scribed the situation of Inverness in apprecia- 
tive and felicitous terms. Of the town itself 
he says: — ^"When I have said that Inverness 
is a clean town, and a good-looking town, and 
that it has a handsome bridge, and that its 
oastle has vanished, and that it possesses the 
best and the civilest and cheapest inns in Scot- 
land, and that it has a steeple to its jail in- 
stead of to its church, there seems nothing 
left to say about it. But who shall describe 
its situation in ten times that number of 
words?" After eloquentlv describing the scene, 
he conclwtes — "Those who have not seen the 
Highland fair washing clothes iu the Ness 
have probably seen the same display elsewhere ; 
yet they have not anywhere seen this show 
in greater purity and perfection." Dr Mac- 
cuUoch made some ill-natured remarks about 
Nairn, which leads his reviewer to say that he 
is quite mistaken. "A more cheerful little 
town with a more pleasant society in and about 
it does not stand in the North of Scotland. 
No stranger who has once enjoyed its hospi- 
tality will be in any haste to quit it, and if 
the Doctor bad remained but a few days to 
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breathe the pure, myigorating air ol Nairn, 
to look upon its pleasant marine views, and 
to cultivate an acquaintance with its innabit- 
ants, he wouM have got rid of some ol those 
ill-humours, the expression of which often de- 
tracts from' the general merit of his perform- 
ance." 

October 7. — ^In this issue there is a fuller account 
ol the Northern Meeting. "l^e company be- 
gan to arrive in great numbers as early as 
luesday of last week ; and by Wednesday noon 
our streets were literally crowded with equip- 
ages and vehicles of every description proceed- 
ing to the race-ground. The weather on that 
day was cold and rainy, but on the two follow- 
ing days it became mild, clear, and pleasant." 
Tue gaieties occupied three full days. Nearly 
500 persons were present at the ball on Friday 
night, and upwards of 250 sat down to supper. 
Mr Mackenzie of Kilcoy presided at donner 
on Wednesday, the Hon. James {Sinclair on 
Thursday, and the Marquis of Huntly on Fri- 
day. "In the ballroom the Marcmoness of 
Huntly presided, with manners so kind and 
graceful, with a judgment so correct and in 
accordance with the general feelings of the 
company, as to give great satisfaction. Under 
her ladysiiip^B directions, the tactics of the 
dance were arranged witii the utmost order, 
mingling in due proportion the gracefulness of 
the quadrille with the sprightliness of our own 
strathspeys." It was stated that this was on 
the whole the most agreeable and splendid 
Meeting which had taken place in Inverness 
since the first establishment of the Northern 
Meeting. High expectations were formed of 
the next Races, towards which krge sums had 
been already contributed. A subscription had 
been opened for erecting a new staod on the 
race course. The Marquis of Huntly and Lord 
Macdonald had each subscribed a hundred 
guineas. 

Ibid. — ^At a Head Court of the County of Inver- 
ness, the roll of freeholders was revised. The 
new roll as made up consisted of sixty-six 
voting freeholders in the Countv. 

October 14. — As formerly intimated, the Magis- 
trates of Dingwall conceded to the inhabitants 
of that burgh the free election of three Cmu- 
nilssioners to co-operate with the Town Coun- 
cil in the administration of the Police Act, 
parsed in the last session of Parliament. On 
the 6th inst. the election took place in the 
Town Hall in presence of the Chief Magistrates. 
Three Commissioners were chosen by open poll 
of the inhabitant householders. **Thjb election 
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was conducted in the mo^t peaceable and de- 
coroiu manner. From this circumstanoe it may 
be fairly inferred that no danger whatever 
could result from restoring to the Scottish 
burgenes the right of suffrage, of which they 
have so long been deprived.'* 

Ibid. — "Died, at Arbroath, in the prime of life, 
on the 3rd curt., Mr David Carey, junior. 
Having solely devoted his life to literary pur- 
suits, Mr Carev may be said to have been an 
author by professiou, and his productions in 
this line, both in prose and verse, are numer- 
ous and possessed of considerable merit For 
a number of years past he was connected with 
the public press in London, where he con- 
tinued to reside till lately, but he returned to 
his native place in hopes of recovering his 
health. Mr Carey for some years conducted 
the Inverness Journal for the late Mr Young, 
and while here published the long descriptive 
poem of Craig-Pliadrick," &c. 

October 21. — An account is given of a discovery 
of an earthen jar contiiining a great number 
of coins in a high state of preservation. The 
jur was found at a depth of about a foot frcnn 
the surface of the ground, close by tlie Grey, 
friars Church-yard in Inverness. The appre- 
hension that the coins would be claimed by the 
Exchequer kepC the discovery secret for a time, 
but it is stated that boys on the street were 
latterly selling them at threepence each. The 
coins were silver pennies, manv of them Eng- 
lish, of the reigns of Henry ill., Edward EL, 
and Edward ILL, and the rest Scottish, chiefly 
of Alexander HI., Robert I., and David 11. '*It 
is supposed that the jar ccmtained upwards of 
3000 of these silver pennies ; but from the 
breaking of the vessel before they were ob- 
served and carting away the mould in which 
they were found, many of them must have been 
lo«t." The hoard, it is stited, must have been 
deposited about the middle of the 14th cen- 
tury, none of the coins being of more modern 
date. The claims of the ExcLequer had ^- 
vented other finda from being reported. "We 
know that a few months ago an old woman 
found a large horn in the hollow Jrunk of a 
tree in the remote district of Arisaig. filled 
with ancient coins, but from the fear of being 
deprived of them, she doled them out at a 
trifle each, and thus have they been lost. Some 
years ago a like treasure,' to an unknown 
amount, waa discovered in the old Castle of 
Urquhart, and were instantly sent to the 
crucible or otherwise disposed of for the same 
reason. We may mention at the same time 
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that the Exchequer very liberally returned to 
Mr Naughten the gol<l rod found some months 
ago near the Druid's Temple at Leys." 

Ibid. — A Ladies' Society representing Blaster 
Hoss, Oomarty, and Sutherland, held its 
seventh anniversary at Tain on the 15th inst. 
Subscriptions and donations amounted to £70 
9s. The money was distributed among vari- 
ous missionary and educational societies. 

October 28. — "The representation of the County 
of Inverness will become the subject of extra- 
ordinaiy competition at the next election. The 
Right Hon. Charles Grant, the present mem- 
ber, the Right Hon. Lord Macdooald, Colonel 
Baillie of Leys, M.P. for Headon, and J. 
N. Macleod of Macleod have respectively ad- 
dressed the freeholders, ajiftl the canva&s is 
proceeding with great spirit on both sides." 

Ibid.— 'The Muir of Ord Oattle Market, now the 
most important in all the Nortbem Counties 
of Scotland, held last week, and was well at- 
tended by dealers from the south country. The 
ready sale of stock at former markets and by 
private bargains, thinned this last market of a 
great proportion of cattle. Still, the number 
brought forward on this occasion was moder- 
ately estimated at 3000, and money exchanged 
for stock must have amounted to a sum of 
from £10,000 to £12,000. A few jobbers 
scoured the country a day or two before the 
market opened, and bought a number of in- 
ferior beasts, but none of the respectable 
dealers had recourse to this practice. The 
highest price given was for a lot of stots from 
Lord Gower's farm in Sutherlandshire. They 
fetched eleven guineas per head; some say a 
few shillings more. It is obrtain they were 
not less. But these cattle were not purchased 
by one of the regular cattle-dealers. The price 
for three-year-old stots ran from £6 to £7 lOs ; 
two-year-old stots from £5 15s to £7 7s. Some 
two-year-old stots belonging, to Lovat brought 
£7 lOs. Inferior two-year-old stots brought 
from £2 158 to £3 10s, and one-year-old stots 
of good stamp brought £4. Two fine heifers 
belonging to Mr Jeffrey were sold as high as 
£7 10s each. Two-year-old heifers were sold 
from £3 to £4. Heifers, however, were not in 
great request at this market, nor was the mar- 
ket for sheep of very great importance. The 
greater part of this description of stock haid 
previously been disposed of. Only one lot of 
good blackfaced wedders appeared at the mar- 
ket, and were sold at 17s each. Some inferior 
weddiers sold at lOs. Blackfaced ewes fetched 
from 6s to 98. By the evening <^ Friday last 
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the Ifoir of Ord waa cleared of every beast 
brought forward; and coDseqaenUv the mar- 
ket held on the Liland, near Una town, oo the 
fc41owuig day, was one where very little busi- 
ness was done. This market has, indeed, for a 
long time been falling off. It has almost en- 
tirely given way before the Muir of Ord mar- 
ket.*^ 

Ibid. — ^Two Excise seizures are reported. One 
consisted of 120 gallons of foreign gin, being 
part of U'jS cargo of a lugger, which had been 
successfully pursued by a sloop of war. The 
gin W3L9 found concealed under the sand banks 
near Oampbelltown. In the other case a 
revenue party seized five horses, removing up- 
wards of one hundred gallons of smuggled 
whisky in the neighboarbood of Fort-William. 

Ibid. — A bill for amending the forms of Judica- 
ture in Scotland was at this time under con- 
sideration, and was discussed at county meet- 
ings. The County of Ross declared "Uiat the 
system of administration of justice in Scotland 
is so defective in point of form, and is attended 
by such delay, expense, and uncertainty, tbat 
a thorough revision of it is highly expedient." 
On the oUier hand, the CJounty of Elgin de- 
clared ''that in the Court of Session the form 
of process is substantially good" ; and the 
machinery of the Sheriff Courts worked so well 
"that any attempt to improve it cannot be very 
necessary." 

November 4. — ^A meeting of Highland proprie- 
tors was held in Edinburgh to promote the cause 
of Highland education and make application 
on the subject to Government. One speaker 
said that be was a member of a Society in In- 
verness whidh had established 30 schools; 
another said he was a member of a Society in 
Edinburgh which had established 80 schools. 
Ifr Inglis, W.S., said that Highland proprie- 
tors were more burdened with expense in edu- 
cating the lower orders than proprietors of 
any other part of the Kingdom. He also said 
''he was assured by a Highland gentleman that 
according to the usual mode of conducting edu- 
cation in the Highlands, a Highlander mi^ht 
be enabled to read the whole Bible in English 
without understanding a word of it." A letter 
ciroulated by a Highland proprietor stated that 
of the male popuUtion in the Highlands not 
above one-third could speak any English at 
all, and not more than one in ten could read 
or write it. The women were almost entirely 
ignorant of English. *Tt is a peculiar and very 
unfavourable circumstance for a Highlander 
that to instruct him with any effect he must 
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be taught not one language but two. To read 
Gaelic !• of no service to him, becaaae there 
are no Gaelic books printed. If taught Eng- 
lidi without Gaelic he learns it by rote with- 
out comprehending the sense." A speaker at 
the meeting said uiat. as the result of experi- 
ence, he could state tnat a person having once 
been taught to read Gaelic accj^uired a Know- 
ledge of English five times easier than if put 
to learn English at onoe. Resolutions were 
adopted to further the object of the meet- 
ing. 

November 11. — A meeting of the Society for the 
Education of the Poor in the EUghlands was 
held on the 3rd inst. in the Inverness Town 
Hall. There was a crowded attendance, due 
to the fact that the member for the county, 
the Right Hon. Oharles Grant, and bis brother, 
Mr Robert Grant, were to address the meet- 
ing. Their speeches were characterised by an 
eloquence and fervour which captivated the 
audience, and are commented on m the news- 
paper columns. Amonfi; ^he other speakers 
were Colonel Baillie of Leys and Provoet 
Robertson. The report of the meeting extends 
to four columns. 

November 18. — ^This issue repcarts an almost unin- 
terrupted continuance of wind and rain for 
many weeks. "The River Ness, which has 
been rising for some weeks, attained yesterday 
to such a height as has not been remembered 
by the oldest inhabitant in town, and now pre- 
sents a magnificent but fearful spectacle. Those 
residing on either side of the river found it 
necessary to protect their houses by raising tem- 
porary embankments for keev^nif? out the water, 
which is rolling down with such strength and 
rapidity as to create fears for the safety of the 
bridges."' In many districts a large part of 
the crop was not only unstacked, but uncut. 

!fov6mber 25. — 'In the year 1795 a ^tter con- 
taining a one pound note of the British linen 
Company's Bank was addressed by a man in 
this town to J. Macdonald. private, Light 
Companv, 78th Regiment, then in Englaad. 
Before the letter arrived at its destination, bow- 
ever, Macdonald sailed for India, and the letter 
followed him. FVom India it followed him 
through the various routes of his Company, 
and came back to Inverness about ten years 
ago. Shortly before then Macdonald came 
home, and died at Dochfour. There was, there- 
fore, no claimant for the letter, and it was re- 
turned U> the General Post-Offioe. From t]>i« 
office it was af^in sent after the 78th Regi- 
Tnent, followed it. and about ten days ago was 
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sent back after Maodonald to Inverneei, •till 
containing the identical one pound note. It 
is now claimed by the person who despatched 
it, who is still living." 

Ibid. — ^The same issue contains a long account of 
the great fire in Edinburgh which destroyed 
the steeple of the Tron Church. 

December 2. — ^An amusing description of tbe 
Martinmas Market in Inverness is contributed 
by a correspondent. Friday was the great day 
of the fair. "The whole Highlands seemed to 
have poured forth their crop of live stock, 
biped and quadruped — in short, t'.ere was life 
in Inverness* for the few Khort- lived hours of 
the Martinmas Market. Every avenue to the 
town presented the mo.«rt; amusing pictures and 
scenes of humour. The 'whiskies, buggies, 
gigs, and dog-carts, curricles and tandems' of 
the highest order, down to the lobans of the 
lowest potato-monger, thronged in *every bne 
and alley green.* But the town, the town it- 
self, was the scene. Doctors and dancing dogs, 
ladies and lawyers, clerks and cobblers, minis- 
ters and mountebanks, poets and pick-pockets, 
puppies and pedlars, soldiers and sailors swelled 
the motley group. At one end of the town 
one was suro of getting a smearing of butter 
•»nd a smt'ish of herrine pickle, while the finish- 
ing touch was reserved for the sque<»i!e amontr 
the well-haired blankets upon the Exchpnge.'* 
There was a horse market, made up of gar- 
rons "so lost in hair that but for their size 
and want of horns thev mitjht be taken for 
an incursion of the whole colony of Abriachan 
goats ** Now-a-days the market has dwindle*! 
to very small proportions. 

December 9. — ^A prospectus was is«?ued for the 
formation of a wool stapline company in Scot- 
land. The promoters included several High- 
land proprietors. — ^A new set of Imperial 
weights and mea.«ures came into operation, and 
were set forth in this issue. 

De'^mber 16. — ^The Macdonald controversy, re- 
lating to the Chiefship, was the subject of fre- 
mient correspondence. Several letters appear in 
tnis issue. The controversy was started by 
Glengarry, and became very acute between hini- 
pelf, danranald. and liord M.-icdonald. 

Ibid. — A company was formed in Inverness for 
Ruppljring the town with water and lighting it 
with gas. Hie proposed capital was £10,000, 
a large proportion of which had been sub- 
scribed. Provost Robertson headed the tub- 
scription list. 

Ibid. — An article apnears on Trades Corporations 
in Scottish Burghs. **In these privileged 
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burghs," says the writer, ''juntos, consisting 
often of not more than nalf-a-dozen persons, 
exercise despotic sway in all matters concern- 
ing their own craft. They fix high prices, 
which are not to be deviated from without 
heavy penalties. They limit the number of 
apprentices, and prohibit by enormous fines 
strangers of the same trade, however skilful, 
from entering within their precincts ; and thus 
at every avenue shut out the communities that 
have tne happiness to possess them from all 
the chances of a fair and free competition." 

December 23. — ^Attention is directed to the case 
of certain persons from the County of Banff 
brought before the Court of Exciiequer for 
illicit distillation and having malt and wash in 
their possession contrary to the statute. In 
one case a verdict was found for the Crown to 
the amount of £500; in another, £200; and 
in other two, £100 a-piece. The article states 
t^t the offenders might lay the account of 
such heavy penalties to the mistaken clemency 
of the Justices of the Peace. If the Justices 
declined to do their duty, offenders would be 
brought before the Ei^ef^uer with results 
such as the above. The writer urged Justices 
to perform their statutory functions. 

Ibid.— It is announced that under the Act for 
providing additional places of worship in the 
Hi^hLanoji, forty new churches were to be 
erected, with stipends attached of £120 a-year. 
"The plans and surveys aie now in progress, 
under the superintendence of Mr Joseph 
Mitchell and Mr James Smith, of this town, 
and it is expected that operations will be oom- 
menced early in spring." 

Ibid. — **The subject of railways with steam car- 
riages at the present moment creates an extra- 
ordinary degree of interest in the southern 
parts of the Kingdom." Some writers spoke 
of vehicles travelling at the rate of 20 miles an 
hour. Others believed that in the progress of 
improvement a jnuch higher speed might be 
found practicable. 

December 30. — ^At a meeting of the Society of 
Antiquaries, Mr John Anderson exhibited the 
Reals of the ancient BiiAiops of Moray. 

Ibid. — ^A Society was formed in Edinburgh for 
amending the system of Church patronage in 
Scotland. The initiatory resolutions were 
moved by Mr George Sinclair, yr. of Ulbster. 
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NOTE A. 
A F0BBE8 FAMILY OF GRANTS. 



Readen of the foregoiog annala must have 
obeenred frequent reference to a family of 
Granta from Forres^ who distinguished themselves 
in the public semoe. They were a remarkable 
family. The father, Duncan Grant, was born at 
Mnllochard, in Stiathspey, the seat of a branch 
of the Clan Allan sept of the Grants. The house, 
an old, quaint building, is still occupied. Duncan 
settled in Forres, conducted a business there, and 
became a prosperous man. He was made Provost 
of the town, and purchased a property in the 
neiffhbourhocKl. He married Jean, who is de- 
scribed in an obituary notice of one of her sons 
as the daughter of Kobert Grant of Kylimore, 
Banffshire. The Highland Lady, Mrs Smith of 
Baltiboys (daughter of Sir John Peter Grant of 
Rothiemurchus) says that Mrs Grant was **well 
bom of the Arndilly Grants, aad very proud she 
was of her lineage." Provost Grant died in 
1788, leaving his widow with a surviving family 
of eight sons and three daughters, one son having 
died in infancy before his father. The Highland 
Lady says that the widow was known among l.er 
friends as "Mn Pro,** and implies that she had a 
struggle to set out her sons in tne world. The suc- 
cess of most oi them was remarkable. Two were 
knighted, one became a Judge in the Supreme 
Court of Madras, one a Colonel in the Madras 
Army, and another, Colquhoun Grant, lives in 
the pages of Napier as the most capable intelli- 
gence officer in the army of Wellington. The 
youngest dau^ter was married to Sir James Mac- 
grigor, a distinguished medical officer, who be- 
came a knight ami a baronet. The mother of this 
notable family died at Forres in 1825, and a tomb- 
stone in their burying-place records as follows 
the family history : — 

Sacred to the Memory of 

Duncan Grant, Ss^l of Lingieston, 

Provost of Forres, 

Who died at Bath on the 1st of January 1788, 

Aged 59 years, 

and of 

Mrs Jean Grant, his Widow, 

Who died on the 11th of October 1825, 

Aged 82 years. 

Having been left with a young and numerous 
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family, she devoted herself to the diacLarge 

of her duties to them in a manner that secured 

her the esteem of all that knew her. 

Also their Children — 

Hugh, their 9th sou, who died in infancy in 
1782. 

Archibald, their 4th son, Midshipman in the 
Southampton Frigate, who lost his life by 
volunteering a hazardous duty in 1793, aged 
18 years. 

Robert, their 7th son, who died at Forres in 
1795, aged 17 years. 

Duncan, their 6th son, Captain in the 78th High- 
land Regiment, who fell when gallantly lead- 
ing on the escalade at Ahmedneggor, in India, 
on the 8th of August 1803, a^ed 26 yearf. 
He was an officer of great promise, and much 
beloved in that distinguished corps, in which 
he had served from tne time of its first en- 
rolment. 

Walter, their eldest son, Mooter in Eauity of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature at Madras, who 
died there on the 5th of November 1807, aged 
38 years. His memory will be long cherished 
by' his relatives and a numerous circle of 
friends. He wa^ a dutiful son, an affection- 
ate brother, and highly eminent in official 
capacity. 

Colquhoun, tlieir 81 h son, Lieut. -Colonel of the 
54th Ilegiment, and Assistant Quartermaster- 
General of the Army in the Peninsula and 
Netherlands commanded by the Duke of Wel- 
lington. This distinguisned officer waa in 
charge of the Intelligence Department of these 
Armies during the whole of their campaigns. 
He died at Aix-la^Chapelle on the 28th of 
September 1829, aged 49 years. 

Alexander, their 3rd son, who died 5th Septem- 
ber 1834. 

Lewis, their 5th son, who died 26th Januaij 
1852. 

James Robert, their 2nd son, who died 12th Janu- 
ary 1864. 

Elizabeth Anne, their eldest daughter (widow of 
Colonel Lewis Grant), who died 7th April 

laso, 

And Jane Duff, their 2nd daughter, who died 

2l8t June (year indistinct). 
This additional tablet was erected in 1871 by thek" 
youngest daughter, the only survivor of tV.e 
family. Dame Mary Macgrigor (widow of Sir 
James Macgrigor, Bart., K.C.B.), who died 

1st April 1872. 
This is a modest record, which avoids mention of 
the honours attained by the sons who survived 
Colquhoun. The names w«re, of course, inscribed 
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at widely diflPerent dates. In the "Courier^' of 
October 19th 1825, there is a i^ort obituary notice 
of Mrs Provost Grant, which will appear in its 
place in our ^otes, but may be quoted here. It 
IS as follows: — ^"Died, at Forres, on the 11th 
inst, aged 82, Hrs Jean Grant, relict of the late 
Duncan Grant, Esq., Provost of Forres. This 
much-respected lady having been deprived of her 
valuable husband while their numerous family 
were young, had great merit and satisfaction in 
their progress in life. It is remarkable that at one 
period of the late war she had not, out of six 
sons in the service of their countrv, one in 
Europe ; but three of them having accidentally re- 
turned to the parental roof just previous to her 
decease, they had the melancholy satisfaction of 
solacing her latter moments and of attending her 
remains to the grave." 

The eighth son, Col^uhoun, had the most strik- 
ing career in the familv. He must not be con- 
fused with another o&cer, Lieut. -General Sir 
Oolquhoun Grant, who distinguished himself in 
the Peninsula and at Waterloo, and who sprang 
from the Grants of Gartonbeg. The Forres Col- 
quhoun was a younger man, born in 1780. 
' Throuffh the interest of General James Grant of 
Ballinoialloch, he obtained in 1795 an ensigncy in 
the 11th Foot, before he had completed ms 15th 
year. He was, however, allowed to remain in a 
military school near London until, in the follow- 
ing year, he obtained his lieutenancy. His 
special aptitudes were brilliantly shown in the 
Peninsular War. Bv his facility for acquiring 
languages, his facuitv for ingratiating himseu 
with the peasantry and obtaining their confidence, 
and his wonderful shrewdness, tact, and skill in 
discovering the nlans of the enemy, Grant became 
an Intelligence OfScer of extraordinary expertnets 
and resource. Many of his adventures were of 
the most romantic land. As he always wore his 
uniform he could not be regarded or treated as a 
spy. A good account of his services, 
though necessarily abridged, appears in the 
Dictionary of National Biography. The late Sir 
Felix Mackenzie, Forres, was ^od enough to 
send us a series of Notes, which he received 
from an old lady, a relative of the Grants, who 
died some years aso, upwards of ninetv years 
of age. This ladv did not know who had 
written the Notes, but they ere interesting and 
characteristic, ana were probably jotted down 
from personal reminiscences. The opening pas- 
sage may be quoted : — 

"At one period of the time when the British 
army occfupied the heights of Torres Vedris, a 

33 
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•oarcity of provisions began to be felt owing to 
contrary winds and non-arrival of scMue trans- 
ports. A group of officers of the 11th Re^^ent 
tying on the ground were conversing on this sub- 
ject, when one of them, a Captain of the Liffht 
Uompany, surprised them hy an offer to find nis 
way to the distant mountains (if he could ob- 
tain leave), and procure supplies for the troops 
both of cattle and com. The army of the enemy 
under Massena lay between them and the snow- 
capi>ed mountains he pointed to, but the offer was 
made by our friend Colquhoun Grant, and there- 
fore not to be lightly treated. The 11th Regi- 
ment csume from Maderia to Portugal, and whikt 
stationed at the former place Grant had learned 
the Portuguese language. He had also gained 
some knowledge of tne country he was now going 
to explore alone, in the course of service with his 
regiment, before the army fell back on the formid- 
able lines where they now defended Lisbon. 

"In a couple of days Grant started, Lord Wel- 
lington having previously had some c(mversation 
wiUi him, giving him leave of absence and a com- 
mand of money. He completely succeeded in his 
daring enterprise. He got to the mountamous 
district, and there stationing himself, he com- 
pletely drained the country of all its surplus pro- 
duce and got the same safely transported round 
the flank of the French army into the British 
camp. By means of his old mends, the Labra- 
dores of uie neighbourhood, the intelligence soon 
spread where ready money was to be Sad for all 
the grain and the sheep and oxen that could be 
spared, and for days long trains of mules laden 
with the former ana thousands upon thousands of 
the latter came winding up the passes from the 
country beyond to Grant's snug station on the 
mountains. He thus restored plenty to our camp 
by exhausting the resources of the enemy, whioi 
made Massena leave Portugal and rendered his re- 
treat so disastrous. 

"This, I think, was the first service which 
brought Grant into notice and gained him the 
entire confidence of Lord Wellington, who ever 
afterwards entertained a strong personal regard 
for him. The tact and talent ne had displaved 
in this instance immediately gained him further 
employment, and he was sent off to watch the 
enemy 8 movements as they continued hovering 
about. He sent off daily (sometimes hourly) in- 
telliffeuoe to headquarters, which frequentlv was 
of the utmost importance to the Oommander-in- 
C^ef, and was always delivered into his own 
hands by his express orders, that no time might 
be lost by its passing through the ordinary chan- 
nels of official communication." 
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Tks wnfi« 0DQI ao to m; tut ia tke he— of 
th« fivMcn GfBBt 9lw%y^ aet vnh the ^ii^l— t 
iwykn , azid neh vw his reoiziee oo their 
^ood faith that after Kpper he VBeticsQi joiaed 
m their dames, aod afserrads w^ccz to b«vi mad 
•kpt eoondljr within a hvadred j&rd» oi a Freocfa 
««^ or TideCi«L *^He vw pnAieallv ae- 
qoainted with the whole cnoftrxxtim oc tike 
ncoch arsT throcgh all it* dirisoc«aQ'i nb- 
difiikitia fie eren knew the uufonn of ererj 
French refiment in the ooantrr, azxi waa always 
provided with a eood Uk is cV ye and oiapiL'' 
Xapier describes Grant as pcsMranng "the 
daring so mixed with rabtlety of 
snd both so te mp e i e d with difcrption, 
at it ia hard to aaj which quality predoau- 
nated." In another p im^p be speaks oi him as 
"this geaeroos snd spirited and yet gentle- 
minded aian." Napier gnrt:s a detailed account 
of Grant's cu»tare by the French Marshal, 
Mannont, and the series U incidenu that 
followed. Mannont seemed to be in doobt of 
Ids identity. There was a rpy earned John 
Grant in the eeriFice of Wellington, a man in his 
own line of extrardinary astnteoesR. The French 
Marshal appeared to admit that Colqahonn Grant 
had been captnred in oniform, and was entitled to 
cooddcration, bat he was desperately aoxioiutoget 
rid of him. He therefore exacted a special parole 
that he woold not conseot to be rbUsased by the 
goerilla bands on his joomey throogh Spain to 
Franoe. '* Bot Marmoot also eeut a letter with 
the escort to the Governor of Bayoone, in which, 
still labooriog under the error that there was only 
one Grant, he designated his captive as a danger- 
ous spy, who had done infinite mischief to tJke 
Frendi army, and whom he had only not executed 
on the spot oat of respect to somethin|| resembl- 
ing a uniform which he wore at the time of bis 
capture. He, therefore, desired that at Bayonne 
he ahould be placed in irons and sent up to Paris." 
Grant got wind of the contents of this letter, and 
so mauiged that its delivery was delayed, aikl 
that he was enjoying a pleasant trip to Pkris in 
company with a French officer before the 
Crovemor of Bayonne could intercept him. At Pliris 
he had an agreeable time, and then found means 
to move down to the mouth of the Loire, and 
to have himself transferred by French fishermen 
to a British ship. The last part of the adventure 
was the most exciting and dansrerous. The 
whole stofv may be r^ at length in Napier's 
History of the Peninsular War, but is too 
long for quotation here. When Grant 
reached Bngland he obtained permission to 
send back in exchange a French offiocr of squal 



260 Inverness Courier Index. [1824 

rank with himself. He then returned to the 
Peninsula '*and within four months from the 
date of his first capture was ftg^in on the Tormes 
watching Marmonrs army." There is little cause 
to wonder that Wellington placed great confidence 
in him. Meanwhile his position on the British staff 
was that of Deputy Assif tant Adjutant-OeneraL 
After his escape he was employed as Intelliffenoo 
Officer during the rest of the Peninsular War. 
He became brevet Lieutenant Colonel and Major 
in his regiment in 1814. 

When the Waterloo Campaign began, the Duke 
of Wellington at once availed himself of Colqu- 
houn Grant's services, placing him in charge of the 
Intelligence Departmett of the Army with the 
rank of Assistant Adjutant-Qeneral. In this 
position Grant did admirable work. He actuaUy 
sent to Wellington information of Napoleon's in- 
tention to fiehb in the neighbourhood of Water- 
\oOt though by a blunder — if blunder it can be 
called — on the part of another officer, the messafle 
was not delivered to the Duke until the battle 
had begun. 1 he story la told in a paper drawn 
up by Sir William Napier, and published in 
Napier's Life, edited by his son in-law Lord 
Aberdaro. The paper was forwarded by Sir 
William to the Duke of Cambridge in the hope 
that it would be useful to Colquhoun's son. We 
quote the passage in question : — 

'When Napoleon returned from Elba, the Duke 
instantly called Grant from the Military Cc^ege 
at Fanmam to Belgium to take charge of the in- 
telliffence department. Before a week had passed 



he discovered and engaged a man and his wife, 
people peculiarly fitted for his purpose, to go to 
Pans as spies ; from thence they transmitted con- 
stant and sure intelligence, having by some means 
access to the French Bureau de la Guerre. On 
the 15th June thiii man sent a note which I have 
seen noted thus by the Duke of Wellington in bis 
own hand : — 'Received from Grant, June 18th, at 
11 o'clock,* that is to say, just as the battle of 
Waterloo was commencing. This document and 
ita story is remarkable. Had it been received, as 
it ought to have been, two days before the battle, 
no surprise of the allies could have happened, 
and the great battle would probably have been 
fou^t and easily won on the banks of the 
Sambre. The contents ran in substance and I 
tiiink nearly in words, besides a great deal of 
minor information — Xes routes sont combr^es de 
troupes et de materiel, les officiers de toutes ffradea 
parlent haut que la gr&nde bataille sera livr^ 
avant Irois Jours.' 

''Why was this important notice withheld from 
the Duke until it was too late? Grant wis far 
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in adTuice of tlie Britdflh outposts to be near his 
agents ; other agents were employed by the Duke 
in Tarions directions, and to ensure the regular 
transmission of their reports, Qeneral Domoery 
was placed at Conde (I think) as an intermediate 
authority. That General mistook his position, 
and fancied he was to j,udge of the importance 
and yalue of the reports. Hence, on receiving 
Grant's important letter, he sent it back, saying 
that, so far from convincing him that the Emperor 
was advancing tor battle, it assured him of the 
contrary. Grant instantly conveyed the letter 
direct to the Duke, but it only reached him on 
the field of Waterloo I — too late to be useful, but 
fnmiriiing a convincing proof of Grant's great 
talent ; for never was intelligence more complete, 
more exact, or more important, procured xor a 
General in such grave circumstances." 

At a later date Grant was promoted Lieutenant- 
Colonel of the 54th Foot. He commanded a 
brigade daring the first Burmese War, and was 
made a C B. In Burmah, however, he contracted 
a fever, and his health broke down. He sold .out 
of the service in 1829, and died the same year at 
Aix-laChapelle, where a monument was erected 
to him in the Protestant cemetery. lo his later 
years, we fear, he suffered from disappMntment. 
Tardy promotion, combined with exile and fever, 
was poor recognition for the services he had 
rendered. 

A few words may be given to other members of 
the family, culled in part from notices in thepages 
of the *' Conner." Colonel Alexander Cfraot, 
C.B., died in 1S34. We have been unable to 
trace any particulars regarding him beyond the 
f ict that he was a distinguished Madras officer. 

General Sir Lewis Grant died 26th January 1852. 
He entered the army in 1794 as Lieutenant in the 
97th Regiment, and his other commissions are 
dated as follows :— Captain in 1796, Major in 
1802, Lieutenant-Colonel in 1804, Colonel in 1813, 
Maior-General in 1819, Lieutenant-General in 
1837* and General in November 1851. He served 
with Sir Ralph Abercromby in the West Indies, 
and in 1820 was appointed military governor ojf 
the Bahama Islands. In 1831 he was knighted, 
and in 1839 became Colonel of the 96th regi- 
ment. 

Sir James Robert Grant, C.B., K.H., died 12th 
January 1864, at Basford, near Nottingham. 
Bom at Forres in 1773, he was in his 91st year. 
The obituarv in the « Times" says that he served 
as a medicflkl officer of the army throughout the 
whole of the European war, ana was chief of the 
medical department at Waterloo. He was ooe 
of the few who served in the first and last 
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campaigns of the war, namely that of 1793 and 
that of 1815. He received the order of St Anne 
of Russia from the Emperor Alexander in person 
for his services to the Russian army in France 
under Count Woronzow. 

The youngest daughter of the family, Mary, 
was, as we nave said, married to Sir Jamee 
Maogrigor, M.D., a distinguished army surgeon, 
bom at Cromdale, Inverness- shire, in 1771; died 
in 1858. He was the eldest son of Colquhoun 
Maogrigor, merchant in Aberdeen, by his wife 
Anne, daughter of Lewis Grant of Lethendry, 
Strathspey. Macgrigor entered the army as a 
surgeon in 1793; saw service in various parts 
of the world and rose rapidly; in 1811 was 
appointed chief of the medical staff of Welling- 
ton's army in the Peninsula, and was with the 
army from Ciudad Rodriffo, to Toulouse. In 
1814 he was knighted. WeUington said of him — 
**He is one of the most industrious, able, and 
successful public servants I have ever met with." 
In 1815 Sir James was appointed Director-General 
of the Army Medical Department, and held the 
poet until 1851. Sir James originated two 
benevolent societies in connection with the Army 
Medical Service which have proved highly suc- 
oessful. He was also the author of numerous 
publications. Sir James ^ as created a baronet 
m 1830, and died in 1858 aged 87. His widow 
died in 1872. 

There are few families which can show such a 
record as the family of Provost Duncan Grant, 
of Forres. Yet in the region where they were 
bom only a man here and there knows that they 
ever Uvea ! Sic traihsit. 
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KOTB B. 
THE ANGLO-INDIAN GRAN^TS. 



<THA11.1« GRANT. 

HigUandei^ miut excuse as for the heed- 
ing of this note which treats of CSiarles 
Grant, of Indian fame, and his 8ons, Lord 
Glenelg and Sir Robert Grant. Hey were 
genokie Highlande»:s by long descent, but 
the name Anglo-Indian has come into com- 
mon use and has an nnde:^tood meaning. 

Charles Grant, the elder, was a man of re- 
markable talent and character, who carved 
out for himself a career of eminent nsefol- 
ness and dignity. His portrait adorns the 
Conrt-Hoose of Inverness Castle, painted by 
Baebnin at the cost of his admirers in the 
comity which he long represented. In our 
Northern Notes Charles Grant's name repeat- 
edly occurs during the first twenty-three years 
of the nineteenth century. As one of the 
Directors of the East India Company and for 
a time Chairman of the Board, lie possessed 
an influence which he exercised for the 
benefit of the Eastern population under 
British sway, and for the promotion of 
religion. He was the friend or Wilberforce, 
of Zacbary Macaulay (the father of Lord Mac- 
aulay), and of other eminent men. He would 
proliably have been Governor-General of 
India if he had not been obliged by family 
reasons to return home in middle life. It 
was through his exertions that India was 
opened to missionary effort, a policy that 
the Company long opposed. He took an 
active part in promotmg the construction of 
the Caledonian Canal and opening up the 
Highlands by the construction of roads, and 
he gave valuable assistance to the cause of 
education. Through his patronage many 
young Highlanders found openings in the 
East. He was a man of strict integrity and 
of indomitable purpose, broad-minded, dear- 
sif^hted, and of great administrative ability. 
His life, unfortunately, has not been 
written at any length. There is 
an interesting account of him, how- 
ever, in Dr C^rge Smith's book, "Twelve 
Indian Statesmen." and another in the 
Dictionary of National Biography. Refer- 
ences to his famUy are to oe found in Mr 
William Mackay's History of Urquhart an<} 
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Glenmoriston. Shortly after his death a 
sketch of his oareer appeared in a London 
magaaine called the ''Christian Guardian," 
which was partly reproduced in our columns 
at the time. Some of his speeches are re- 
ported in old newspaper files. We believe 
it is possible that a oiography of him may 
yet be published, but meantime something 
may be said here of himself and his family 
in supplement to what has appeared in previ- 
ons pages. 

Gharies Grant was born at the fturm house 
of Aldourie on the 16th of April 1746, the 
day of the battle of Culloden. His father, 
Alexander Grant, fought at the battle on the 
side of Prince Charles, and was wounded. 
It is sometimes said that he was killed, but 
this was not the case; on the contrary, he 
was very much alive and active during the 
retreat as well as on the battlefield. On 
account of his skill with his weapon, he was 
known as the Swordsman. Alexander was a 
scion of the Shewglie branch of the House of 
Grant, and tenant of the farm of Easter 
Inchbrine, or Balbeg, in Glen-Urquhart. He 
was an applicant for the post of forester on 
the Urquhart estate when the troubles in 
the Glen broke out, but forfeited his daim 
by joining a contingent for the Prince's army. 
The Chief of Grant favoured the Han- 
overian side, but many of his clansmen in 
Glen-Urquhart acted against his wishes. The 
contingent above-mentioned was led by two 
of Shewglie's sons, Robert and Alexander, 
cousins of the Swordsman. The ardent 
tenant of Balbeg had a brother named 
James, who was so badly woimded at Culloden 
that he died in his aunt's house at Cradlehall 
a few hours after his flight from the field. 
The Swordsman himself, thougji woimded in 
the head, not only escaped, but helped others 
on the way. Mr Mackay writes : — 

'*He FAlexander] saved Somerled Dubh Mac- 
donald by severing[ a trooper's arm wiiich was 
raised to strike mm. Wishing to avoid the 
streets of Inverness, he and his companions 
passed by the town, and fordedl the Ness above 
the Islands. William Macmlllan, from the 
Braes, was being hard-pf^ssed in mid-stream by 
a trooper, when Grant stole behind, and with a 
stroke of his sword brought horse and rider into 
the water. His next stroke cleft the EngU^- 
man's head in two." 

Alexander made good his escape, but was 
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obliged to remain m hiding for two years. 
His little property^ says Dr Smith, was 
rained by depredations. At a later date, 
like many otner Highlanders, he took ser- 
vice under the Government which he had 
resisted at Culloden. ''As a Volunteer with 
the prospect of a commission, which he 
obtained, he joined one of two Highland 
regiments raised to reinforce the army in 
America, and at the siege of the Havana held 
a small fort through the extremes of famine 
tiU he was reliievea. His solitary wife was 
helped to bring up her children by Qrant of 
Shewglie, the head of the family, whose own 
father had died in prison, a victim of the 
rebellion/' We have found no record of the 
death of Alexander Grant, which probably 
took place abroad. His wife, Margaret Mac- 
bean, removed to the house of her father, 
who was tenant of the farm of Aldourie, when 
her husband joined the Prince's army. There 
accordingly Charles Grant was bom, as we 
have said, on the day of the battle of Cul- 
loden. and was named after the Prince. It 
may be mentioned that nearly twenty years 
afterwards Sir James Mackintosh was born 
in the neighbouring mansion-house of Al- 
dourie. 

The family seems to have soon returned 
to Glen-Urquhart. Young Charles received 
the first part of his education at the school 
of Milton, in Urquhart, founded by the 
Societv for the Propagation of Christian 
Knowledge. He was next sent by a relative 
to a school at Elgin, and had just left it, at 
the age of fourteen, when he was recom- 
mended to William Forsyth, a merchant and 
shipowner in Cromarty, who happened to 
pay a visit to his Elgin kinsmen. The life 
of Forsyth has been written by Hugh Miller. 
He had served for a short time in a counting 
house in London, but returned on the death 
of his father to Cromarty, where he carried 
on an extensive business and exercised con- 
siderable influence in the district. Fors^h 
himself had experiences in connection with 
the rising of the '45. He had been taken 
prisoner by a party of Highlanders who 
visited Cromarty, and kept for a day or two 
at Inverness before being liberated. From 
a neighbouring hill he witnessed the smoke 
of Culloden. Mr Forsyth was a man of 
capacity and education, and treated his 
young assistant with great kindness. Miller 
says that Mr Fors^h famished Charles 
Grant with books, introduced him to his more 
Intelligent and influential friends, and helped 

«4 
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him with hb purse and his advice. In this 
situation he remained for about five years. 
Then at the age of nineteen Charles went to 
London to enter the counting house of Alex- 
ander Grant, one of the Shewglie brothers 
who fought by the side of his father at Cul- 
loden. In the interval Alexander had been 
in India serving under Clive, and had re- 
turned to London to carry en business as an 
East India merchant in Bedford Eow. In 
1767, at the age of tw^ity-one. Charles set 
out for Bengal, with what object is not 
clearly told: but no doubt bearing recom- 
mendations from his London relative. His 
character and talents appear to have impressed 
those with whom he came into contact at 
every period of his life. Soon after his 
arrival in Bengal he was selected for em- 
ployment by Richard Becher, a mem- 
ber of the Indian Council, who was anxious 
to obtain qualified and ti-ustworthv subordi- 
nates. Grant's services were of immense 
value in the terrible famine of 1769-70, which 
taxed to the utmost all the resources of the 
Government. Here we may quote a passage 
in which Dr Smith sets forth the chief points 
of his career : — 

''Charles Grant saw and mitigated the greatest 
famine on record, which swept off four millions 
of human beings in Bengal, JBehar, and Orissa. 
He purged the Companjr s government of abuses 
at the worst period of its nistory. A friend of 
the great misaionaiy, Schwartz, and succourer 
of Kiernander, (the first Protestant missionary 
to Bengal, he helped William Carey to Seram- 
pore, be sent out the evan^lical chaplains 
through Simeon, he founded Haileyburv College, 
he was the chief agent in the institution of Uie 
Church Missionary and Bible Societies, he fought 
for the freedom of the African slave as wisely 
as for the enlightenment of tlbe caste-bound 
Hindu. He was the authority from whom Wil- 
berforee dierived at once the impulse and know- 
ledge whidh gained the first battke for tolera- 
tion in the East India Conipany's Charters of 
1793 and 1813. Above all, Charles Qpant wrote 
in 1792 the noblest treatise on the Asiatic sub- 
jects of Great Britain, and the means of im- 
proving their moral condition, which the Eng- 
lish language has even yet seen. Printed by the 
House of Commons in 1813, that, too. is for- 
gotten like Its author. B>ut in both the historian 
of the civilisation of our Indian Empire will n- 
cogi^se the most remsrkable factors of the pio- 
gress and the happiness of a population amount-' 
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Most of whmt is mentioiied in this passage 
was to come at later stag^ of his lite, but 
Ghaiies Grant became early acquainted with 
the horrors of famine on an unexampled scale. 
A young man of three and twenty, still new 
to his i^ost in Bengal, he was calied upon to 
assist his chief in the terrible calamity which 
fed upon the prorinoe. Nigbt and day they 
laboived for the relief of tne people, saving 
mai^ liTos, though many also perishecL 
Pralul aa the task was, tne ezpenence no 
doubt played an imp<Mrtant part in derelop- 
ing Grant's administrative powers. His 
health broke down under the strain, and in 
the end of 1770 Grant sailed for England. On 
his return he wrote a defoioe of Beoher, who 
had been traduced by the French rivals of 
the Company for his conduct in connection 
with the famine. During his stay at home 
Grant married Jane, daughter of Thomas 
Fraser, a younger son of the Balnain 
family. As a writer on the Bengal 
establishment, he returned with his wife 
to India, arriving at Calcutta in June 
1773. On his way out a friend who accom- 
panied him. Lieutenant Fergusson, was killed 
in a duel wiiich he was forced to fi^t at C^pe 
Town, and Grant insisted on an investiga- 
tion, which made the case famous. The next 
seventeen years of his life were spent in 
India. During the greater part of the period 
Warren Hastings was Govemor-Genenu. and 
placed high value on his services. As Factor 
and Secretary to the Board of Trade, Grant 
showed so much ability that Hastings, in 
coarse of time, ^ve him Uie prize of the ser- 
vice as commercial resident in charge of the 
Silk Manufactory at Malda. Here he not 
only enjojred a large salarv, but was entitled 
to certain commissions wiiich enriched hira 
HO rapidly that he became sensitive on the 
subject. To satisfy his own feeling, he 
asked the Governor-General to have his pri- 
vate books examined along with his public 
accounts. Lord Ck)mwalfis, who was now 
at the head of affairs, made a careful investi- 
gation, and returned the books with an 
official expression that he wished all servants 
of the Company were equallv scrupulous. At 
the same time his lordship promoted him 
to the direct superintendence of the whole 
trade of the Company in Bengal. In this 
position Grant detected and exposed a series 
of fraudulent practices, which were hi<^blv in- 
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jurious to the interests of the Companj. In 
i79U the btate of his wife's health o'bUj];ed 
him to return home. Dr Smith says that un- 
less he had taken this step, he would cer- 
tainly in a few years have been made Qover- 
nor-Ueneral instead of his friend and junior. 
Shore, afterwards Lord Teif];nmouth. ^^Lord 
Cornwaliis declared his services to be so essen- 
tial to the interests of the Government that 
for any less urgent reason he would have in- 
sisted on his remaining; in India." 

Having settled at Clapham, near LondoUi 
Grant, in 1792, wrote an essay entitled 
'Observations on the State of Society Among 
the Asiatic Subjects of Great Britain." For 
a time he kept it beside him in manuscript 
as an expression of his mature convictions 
and a guide to his conduct. In 1793 he was 
elected a Director of the East India Com- 
pany, and in 1797 laid his treatise before his 
colleagues. Though they did not share his 
views they availed themselves of his talent as 
an admimstrator. By his knowledge of busi- 
neas he introduced reforms which saved the 
Gompanv lai'ge sums in freightage. An effort 
was made by some interested persons to pre- 
vent his return to the Directorate ; but they 
failed so completely that the attempt was not 
renewed. In 1802 Grant was elected Mem- 
ber of Parliament for his native county of 
Inverness. In 1804 he was chosen Deputy- 
Chairman of the Court of East India Direc- 
tors, and Chairman in 1805. Four times he 
was chosen to one or other of these offices. 
In 1813, in connection with the renewal of 
the Company's Charter, Grant's treatise on 
Indian aifairs was laid before the House of 
Commons, by whose orders it was printed. 
His policy was to introduce Ught and civilisa- 
tion to India through four channels; viz., 
by the Enf^sh language and literature; by 
tne medianical science of the West; by im- 
proved modes of agriculture j and by the dif- 
tusion of the Christian rehgion. He was 
entirely opposed to the anti-missionary spirit 
which had characterised the Company, in pre- 
vious years he had checkmated their intoler- 
ance by encouraging the Danish missionaries 
at Serampore, and oy having chaplains of an 
evangelical spirit sent out to Bengal. "In 
I8I3 he triumphed in the Charter which not 
only organised a double establishment of 
bishops and chaplains for the British settlers 
in India, but practically allowed missionaries 
and teachers free access to the natives, and 
granted funds for the enlightened education 
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£oe reii|(ioas character of Cumrks Grant ii 
apparent from vi&at has besn written aboT^K 
Htigh JiiiJer traces Lis pietj to eariy impree- 
sions reoefTcd at Cromarty'. Hoverer this 
may be, his character seems to haTe leceired 
its 6nai stamp on his second Toyaf^ to India 
in 17 Td, wh^i he made tae acquaintance of 
the Djmish missionary, Schwarta, followed 
soon afterwards by communication with a 
Swedish eTangpHst named Kiemander. 
Grant's piety w;is of that de^^p and 
pervading kind which inflnences the whole 
life and conduct. So far as it was possible 
to do so. ue fostered religious work during 
his resioenoe in India. The ^'Christian 
Guardian" in 1824 says: — '*lle contributed 
500 rupees towards the buildimr of St John's 
Church in Calcutta, and assisted in procuring 
yaluable materials from a distance. When 
the Protestant Mission Church was in 1787 
placed unaer sequestrauon by the Sheriff of 
Calcutta to answer for the debts of its pro- 
prietor, Mr Grant nobly stepped forward, 
advanced from his purse the sum of 10,000 
rupees [about £1250], at which the chuixh 
was valued, and immediately placod the pro- 
perty, thus secured from desecration, in trust 
for sacred and charitable purposes for ever, 
constituting Mr W. Chambei-s, the Rev. 
David Browne, and himself as the first 
trustees. But for this larg^ pecuniary sacri- 
fice, the services of Mr Browne would very 
probably have been lost to India; and the 
great and effectual door opened to the labours 
of a Buchanan, a Thomason, and many others 
might have remained effectually closed." The 
Mr Browne here mentioned was an earnest 
and devoted chaplain of the Church of Eng- 
land. On Lis return home, Mr Grant as- 
scciated himself with the religious and phil- 
anthropic work of Wilberforce and his friends, 
to whom he was an inspiring and directing 
force. In the same spirit he encouraged ana 
assisted religious work and the planting of 
new churches in the Highlands. The late 
James Suter states that Sunday schools were 
first established in Inverness by Charlea 
Grant. Another authority says that **he in- 
troduced Sunday sdiools in Scotland, and 
for 20 years personally supported two of 
them." There may hot some confusion in 
the latter sentence between Scotland and the 
Highlands. Grant for many years attended 
St John's Cliapel, Bedford Row, the head- 



i70 Invemesi (hurier Indtx. [IftM 

qiuurtera of the eFaaffelical party in London. 
The inenmbent, tke fier. Daniol Wibon, who 
preached his raneral sermon, dwelt speoiaUy 
on his friend's uprightness^ his love of 
justice, his diligence and activity, his spiri- 
tnaJity of mind, and oonsistoit^ of oondnct. 
In 18^, nuunbr throiwh the influence of Mr 
Grant's sons, Lord Olenelff and Sir Robert, 
Mr Wilson was appointed Bishop ci Calcutta. 
Both in this counti7 and in India Bishop 
Wilson had a high r^utation for eloquence, 
aeaL and usefulness. 

Charles Grant beoame proprietor of the 
estate of Watemish, and represented the 
county ai Inverness from 1802 till 1818^ re- 
tiring in the latter year in favour of his 
eldest son. He promoted the scheme for 
the construction of the Caledonian Canal and 
i-oads and bridges in the Highlands, and was 
active in every public movement for the wel- 
fare of the district. He was a friend of Sir 
J. P. Grant of Rothiemurchus, who was then 
an active politician (he sat for Grimsby), and 
took a prominent part in countv affairs. Sir 
John's daughter says — ^'The North country 
owed Charles Grant much; we got canals, 
rocMis, bridges, cadetships, and writerahips, 
in almost undue proportion." It may safely 
be said, however, that no one received any 
appointment whose qualifications would not 
bear scrutiny. Grant naturally favoured the 
TOople whom be knew and respected. In 
Parliament he favoured the Catholic claims 
for emancipation, and opposed the warlike 
policy of Lord Wellesley m India. His prac- 
tical sagacity seems to have been his most 
conspicuous intellectual feature. With the 
insight and wisdom of a statesman, he left his 
mark on the conduct of Indian affairs. Dr 
Smith says that he anticipated m^i like the 
Lawrences and th^ school, making it poa- 
sible for them to become what they were. 
Grant also possessed no small share of literary 
power, though he did not aspire to be a 
writer. His last years were spent in a house 
in Russell Square, London, where he died in 
October 1823. He left three sons, of whom 
two, Charles and Robert, became eminent. 
One of his daughters was married to Samuel 
March Phillips, some time Under-Secretary 
of State for the Home Department, and 
the other to Patrick Grant of Lochletter and 
Redcastle. Charles Grant's widow died in 
1827. 
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LOBD OLUntLO AND SIB BOBBBT GBAKT. 

The sons of CSiarlea Grant, senior, who 
acquired distinction were Gharies and Robert, 
the eider bom in 1778 and the younf^er in 
1779. They were b<Mm in India, and came 
home with their father in 1790. Toflnther 
they were entered as students of liagdalene 
Ck>Uege, Cambridge, in 1795. In 1801 Charles 
was fourth wrangler and senior Chancellor's 
medallist : Robert was third wrangler and 
second Chanoellor's medallist. It was a 
singular distinction for two broUiers to be so 
closely associated in the honours' list of the 
same year. The senior wrangler was Henry 
Martyn, afterwards the famous missionary. 

Let us follow, in the first instance, ihe 
career of Charies Grant. In 1802 he ^uned 
the Members' Prize for a Latin essay, and 
was elected to a fellowship at his College. In 
1805 he won a prise offered by CSaudius 
Buchanan, of the Fort-William College in 
Bengal, for a poem on 'The Restoration of 
lieamin^ in the East." It is in the style of 
Dryden and Pope, in the heroic couplet, and 
much above the average of prize poems. All 
his Hfe Charles indulged in poetical composi- 
tion, often scattering original verses in play- 
ful form in fiis letters to nis friends. In 1807 
he was called to the bar at Lincoln's Inn, but 
did not practice. He was an early contribu- 
tor to the **Quarteiiy Review," and mixed in 
literary and political circles. The sources of 
information for his career are the Dictionary 
of National Biogrcphy, and memoirs which 
appeared at the tmie of his death, which 
occurred in April 1866. One of these 
memoirs was in the "Inverness Courier," 
written by the late Dr Carruthers, who was 
a supporter of Grant in the contests for the 
representation for the County in the thirties. 
The sketch which follows is to a considerable 
extent a summary of this article. It may be 
desirable, however, at this point to give a 
few facts and dates so as to avoid details in 
subsequent paragraphs. Charles Grant 
entered Parliament as representative of the 
Inverness Burghs in November 1811. He 
retained the seat until 1818, when he sno- 
ceeded his father as member for the County, 
and continued to represent the constituency 
until his elevation to the peerage as Lord 
Glenelg in 1835. In 1813 he was made a 
Lord of the Treasury, under Lord Liverpool ; 
in 1819. Qiief Seoretanr for Ireland and a 
Privy ConndUor; in 1823^ Vioe-Presideot of 
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the Board of Trade; and in 1827, President 
of the Board of Trade and Treasurer of the 
Navy in Canning's administration. In June 
1828 he resignea office with other members of 
the Canningite party. In 1830 he became 
President of the Board of Control^ under 
Earl Grey, and held the same office in Lord 
Melbourne's first Ministry till its resignation 
in November 1834. In 1836 he was appointed 
Colonial Secretary in Lord Melbourne's 
second Ministry, being at ihe same time raised 
to the peerage. The period of his administra- 
tion was. however, marked by troubles in 
South Airica and in Canada, and in Febru- 
ary 1839 he resigned offioe, and spent the re- 
mainder of his hfe in retirement. 

Soon after entering the House of Commons, 
Charles Grant distinguished himself by 
several brilliant speeches, which attracted the 
attention of Lord Liverpool, and secured him 
his first post in the Government. Though 
all his life a shv, diffident man, he had an am- 
bition to excel as a speaker. To his friend, 
Lad}^ Hood, afterwards Mrs Stewart Mac- 
kenzie of Seaforth, he writes of one of his 
early appearances — '^ou advise me to speak 
and not be shy. The papers will show you 
that I have followed your advice, and, to say 
the truth, have succeeded better than I ex> 
pected. I spoke in favour of the Catholics, 
and received many compliments, but from no 
person more agreeable than from your friend 
Lady Spencer.^ Grant was the first Secre- 
tary for Ireland who sought to carry out con- 
ciliatory measures. He endeavoured to sup- 
press Orange demonstrations, to secure the 
mipartial administration of justice, and to 
devise a system of national education adapted 
for Catholics as well as Protestants. He 
drew attention also to the defects in the police 
and the magistracy, and proposed important 
reforms which were earned out at a later 
date. Some of his colleagues in the Irish 
administration did not approve of his liberal 
views, and friction arose. Transferred to the 
Board of Trade, Grant supported the policy 
of Huskisson for the relaxation of restrictions 
on commerce, on shipping, on silk manufac- 
tures, and other articles. The rupture whidi 
took place after Canning's death affected the 
future of political parties and the fortunes of 
political personages. Grant was out of 
officd when the Duke of Wellinfrton and Sir 
Robart Peel passed the Act for the Elmancipa- 
tion of Catholics, but he approved of the 
mcamre, and gsve it his cordial support. 
When he returned to office as President of tbc 
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Board of Control, he took a leadinfl; part in 
the revision 6f the Charter of the East India 
Company, and was able to carry a compro- 
mise, which settled for a period the relations 
of the Company to the Imperial Govern- 
ment. 

For many vears Mr Grant sat securely as 
member for tne County of Inverness, but the 
introduction of the iTirst Reform Bill dis- 
turbed all existing political relations. He 
had then to defend nis chance of opinion in 
favour of Reform, but he (Od so manfully, 
by an onen, explicit acknowledgment of the 
fact. Some of^his oratorical utterances are 
worthy of note. "My reading of the consti- 
tution," he said, 'Hs that it contains within 
itself a principle of self -renovation, that as 
in early neriods it was suited to the petty 
wants and minor exigencies of an infant 
people, so it has f^own with their growth 
and strengthened with their strength, and is 
capable, by the fulness and freeness and sta- 
bility of its movements, to meet all the 
capacities and exigencies of a great and Im- 
perial nation." Speaking of the term **De- 
structives" hurled against the Whigs, he 
said: — 

'The true Conservative principle is wise and 
seasonable improvement. The true Destructive 
principle is resistance to all improvement till you 
become the victims of innovation. It is eaey for 
a statesman to fold his arms and say — 'I take mv 
stand upon the institutions of the country ; I will 
admit of no alteration.' But all is change around 
him. Nature changes, the seasons chanse, time 
and ciroomstances change; mind and man- 
ners change; the illations of States, 
the interests and obligations of nations, 
the wants and foelings andhabita of mankind — 
all change. Yet the statesman resists I In the 
meantime the waters gather round fhim, the 
storm beats over his head, and he is engulfed in 
the abyss which his folly had dug under his feet. 
The true sagacity of the statesman is to observe 
the nature and course of coming events, to cal- 
culate their dimensions by the shadows they 
cast before; to observe what the progress of 
society and the variation of circumstances may 
require, and thus in some sense to mould the 
future to his purposes, and to control what ap- 
pears to be uncontrollable." 

These sentences may give some idea of the 
style of Mr Grant's oratory in the days of 
the Reform controversy. It was more florid 
than the taste of the present day sanctions, 
but with his fervid dehvery, his evident sin- 
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ceritv, and his commanding appearance, the 
effect was electrical. It was interesting, aayn 
Dr Camithers, to see how he could blend busi- 
ness details with these figurative bursts and 
that ornate language, ana how sound sense 
and sagacity unaeriay all. Election contests 
gradually weakened Mr Grantfs hold on the 
county, and his majority haying sunk to 
seven, he consented, at the suggestion of Lord 
Palmerston, to withdraw from the Commons 
and accept a peerage. For some time he 
hesitated between the titles of Lord Grant, 
Lord Arnisdale, and Lord Glenelg, but finally 
adopted the last, to the amus^aent of some 
of his sarcastic opponents, who did not fail to 
remark that the name read the same back- 
wards as forwards ! In Inverness his friends 
gave the new peer a splendid banquet, at 
which most of Ine county magnates of Inver- 
ness^gjjd Ross were present i and thus ter- 
minatia a connection honourable alike to the 
representative and the constituency. 

Lord Glenelg was a m^nber of the Gov- 
ernment when slavery was abolished in the 
West Indies, and as Colonial Secretary he had 
the pleasure of witnessing its final extinction. 
In connection with South Africa, he disap- 

£ roved of the proclamation of Sir Benjamin 
^'Urban extending the boundaries of Cape 
Colony to the river Kei. Sir Benjamin 
accordingly resigned, and the question fed to 
warm discussion. The great crisis in Cana- 
dian affairs came in Lord Glonelg's admini- 
stration. He had to faoe the difficulties 
which culminated in the rebellion of 1837. 
Lord Durham, who was sent out as a special 
Commissioner in 1838, issued an ordinanoe 
sentencing tlie rebels who had surrendered to 

S^rpetual banishment to the Bermudas. Lord 
lenelg at first approved of the proclama- 
tion, but Lord Melbourne subseouently an- 
nounced its partial withdrawal, ana the mrunt 
of the storm fell on the Colonisd Secretary. 
His colleagues, Lord John Russell and Lord 
Howick, joined in blaming his administra- 
tion, and Lord Glenelg felt himself obliged to 
retire. Dr Carruthers says that if LoroGlen- 
elg had been allied to any of the great political 
families, no Minister would have dared to 
slight his merits or overlook his claims. He 
had the jnisfortunoj however, to take up the 
work of the Colomal Office at a time when 
novel and complicating conditions arose. His 
experience and traimng lay in connection 
with domestic and Indi£^ affairs. The (Go- 
vernment at one time were willing to appoint 
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bim Gofemor-G^Mnl of IndU in sooceasion 
to Lord George BentiiM^ and in this sphere 
he would hmye been more at home. Lord 
Glene^ was oonsdentioiis to a degree, and 
asadnoos in his attention to details. Lord 
Broogfiam pronoonced him to be *^e purest 
statesman be had ever known." Some of 
bis despatches Tindicating the rifdits of 
nalires in the Colonies, repressing idolatry, 
and abolishing slavery throughout Uie British 
possessions in South Africa, are models of 
elevated and just thought, and of fine, im- 
pressive Knglish. 

After hiJB retirement from office, Lord Glen- 
elg withdrew in a great measure from public 
affairs. Ue rare^ went to the House of 
Lords, or took any active part in Parliamen- 
tary business. He was unmarried, but books, 
society, visits to the country and the Con- 
tinent^ relieved the monotony of bachelor life. 
His kindness of heart showed itself in many 
unostentatious acts of benevolence. Late in 
life he set himself to the studv of German 
that he might be able to read Goethe in the 
original. His last davs were spent in the 
companionship of Lord Brougham at Cannes, 
where he died on 23rd April 1866, in the 
eight v-eiebth year of his age. 

Kooert Grant had a shorter and less ex- 
citing career. He was called to the bar the 
same day as his brother, dOth January 1807, 
and entered on practice, becoming King's 
Sergeant in the Court of the Duchy of Lan- 
caster, and one of the Commissioners in 
Bankruptcy. He was elected Member of 
Parliament fpr the Elgin Burghs in 1818, and 
for the Inverness Burghs in 1B26. The latter 
constituency he represented for four years. 
In 1830 and 1831 he was returned for Nor- 
wich, and in 1832 for Finsbury. Robert 
Grant was a strenuous advocate for the re- 
moval of the disabiUties of the Jews, and 
twice carried bills on the subject through the 
House of Commons. They were, however, 
rejected in the Upper House, which did not 
yield on Uie question until 1868, twenty years 
after Grant's death. In 1832 ho became 
Judge Advocate-General, and in 1834 was ap- 
pointed Governor of Bombay, receiving the 
nonour of knighthood. He died in India in 
18S8. In his younger days, Sir Robert pub- 
lished an essay on the trade and Kovemment 
of India, and a sketch of the early history of 
the East India'^Company. He was the author 
of a volume of sacred poems, which was edited 
and published after his death by his brother, 
Lord Glenelg. This yolome inoludet torn* 
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beautiful hymns, which have found their way 
into modem collectionii. Sir Robert mar- 
ried Margaret, only daughter of Sir David 
Davidson of Cantray, with issue two sons and 
two daughters, namely. Sir Charles Grant, 
K.C.S.I., formerly a Member of Council in 
India; Colonel Itobert Grant, R.E., Deputy 
Adjutant-General ; Sibylla Sophia, married to 
Granville Ryder, Esq., and Constance Chare- 
mile, who died in cnildhood. 



isii] ^/pn^u^ sn 



XOTE a 
THE SOKTBXXS MEETING. 



Hie Xortbem Mceun^ dates fiom 1788, in 
vhioii year it vas iiittitiited. A prialad 
notice wiuch once came into our hanoi oon- 
tains the original oonstitntion and fegid»> 
tiaoa. A meeting waa. held at InTemeas on 
the nth ol Jane 178B, at vhich were pre- 
sent—Colonel Hugh Grant el Hoy, Mr 
Gumming of Altyre, Mr Madeod of Geaniea, 
Mr Monro of Colcaim, Mr Fraser of Reliok, 
Mr Fi-aser of Coldnthel, Captain Alexander 
Mackenzie, 71st Regiment: Captain William 
Wison, d9th Regiment; Mr Baillie of Doch- 
four, Captain Grigor Grant, lient. John 
Rose, and Dr John AItos (who was appointed 
the firet secretary). These gentlemen re- 
solved to form sn Association with the Tiew 
of holding "an annual meeting of gentlemen, 
ladies, and their famihes/' not for a couple 
of days merely, but to extend over a whole 
week, "and that for the purpose of promot- 
ing social intercourse." The fee was to be 
one guinea, payable by "every eentleinan or 
lady being the head of a family"; and to 
ensure regular attendance it was agreed that 
every absentee member should pay a fine of 
two guineas. This rule, it appears, waa not 
allowed to r^nain a dead letter, for the first 
^ear no less than £40 was added to the funds 
in the shape of fines. Officers absent on 
duty were exempted from penalty. The 
whole business was to be conducted by 
stewards, of whom the first set were — Mr 
Camming of Altyre^ Mr Fraser of CuMuthel, 
Mr Fraser of Rebg, and Mr Macleod of 
Geanies. At that time Highland games 
were not thought of ; the sole object of the 
Meeting was to foster social enjoyment. 
Dinners and balls were to be held during tlie 
week. The company, ladies and gentlemen, 
were to dine together in full evening dress, 
**the first day at Mr Beverley's Hotel, the 
second at Mr Ettles's Hotel, and thereafter 
at the inns alternately." Dancinff waa to 
commence precisely at 8 o^olook, and to stop 
precisely at twelve. From the first it WM 
resolved to keep the conipanT select, and the 
stewards alone nad the privilege of introduo- 
ing strangers. Mr Gumming of AU 
tyre was directed to writ« to Captain 
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Graham. Master of the Ceremoniee at Edin- 
bui gh, tor a copy of the regulationa adof>ted 
there, and to deposit these as the regulations 
of the Northern Meeting. The Provost of 
Inverness was to be applied to for the use 
of the Town Hall for the balls and the room 
above for the tea-room. Each morning a 
public breakfast was to be held **for as many 
ladies and gentlemen as choose to resort 
there." One rule is rather curious — ^'^That 
no subscription paper for any public or pri- 
vate work or undertaking shall, under any 
pretext whatever, be obtruded on the com- 
pany when met collectively; and that who- 
ever presumes to infringe on this regulation 
shall be subject to a fine of one guinea." The 
members believed that hunting would be 
desirable to fill up the mornings; and so 
Brodie of Brodie and Madeod of Geaniea 
were requested to apply to the Duke of Gor- 
don and Sir Robert Munro of Foulis for the 
favour of their huntsmen and hounds. The 
proposal to form the Northern Meeting 
seems to have been taken up with great 
eagerness; for before the first meeting held 
in 1788, between 80 and 90 members had 
joined from the counties of Inverness, Ross, 
Nairn, and Moray. For many years the 
Meeting was held in the second week of 
October. 

The original meetings of the Association 
were very different from the present, and 
perhaps even more agreeable. A fo!*mal ball 
every evening was found to be rather heavy, 
and so, in order to obtain lightness and 
variety, it was resolved the second or third 
year to have only two dress balls, namely, 
on Tuesday and Friday. On the other even- 
ings the company were to assemble in un- 
dress to play cards and dance. The gentle- 
men of the Meeting wore a gay uniform. 
Whether such uniform was urod from the 
b(^nning does not appear; but an old 
authority states that a year or two afterwards 
it consisted of a grass-green coo/t with a buff 
edging, white metal buttons, and black 
velvet cape, with four silver embroidered or 
vellum button-holes. The waistcoat was 
buff or fancy coloured ; the breeches buff or 
black silk; and the buttons had the letters 
N.M. engraved upon them. A gay time it 
must have been when the members sported 
through the Highland Capital in this dashing 
costume, following the Duke of Gordon's 
hounds in the morning, dining and dancing 
in the afternoon and evening. In 1810 we 
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learn that on the motion of the Marquis of 
Hnntlv it was resolved that all the membeis 
shoula appear in blue coats from the Inver- 
nesa WooUen Manufactory. This was to en- 
courage local industry. The stewards at 
first wore badges; subsequently they were 
provided with wands; then tartan sashes 
were substituted; and latterly they re- 
turned to badges. About the year 1816 
horse-racing was added to the programme, 
and some years later a course was formed at 
Dunoancroy. But the members never re- 
garded the races as properly part of the 
Meeting. They subscribed for them, and 
offered piecee of plate for the winning 
horses; out finding this a tax upon their 
funds^ they ultimately withdrew their sub- 
scriptions and the races were discontinued. 
The races now held at or about the Meet- 
ing time are on an independent basis. The 
practice of holding Highlancl games seems to 
nave been commenced about 1840. At first 
tber were got up bv a separate subscription, 
and were held in the Academy Park. Tlien 
they were transferred to the Longman, 
where there was ample space. In the early 
sixties the present Northern Meeting Park 
was acquired from the late Sir Alexander 
Matheson of Ardross, and enclosed with a 
wall. ^ A handsome pavilion for the accom- 
modation of membera and their friends was 
erected, and a second pavilion was subse- 
quently added. 

At an early stage the Association resolved 
to have a building of its own for the annual 
assemblies. The Town HaU and the Guildry 
(ns the upper room wos called) were probably 
found to be too small to accommodate the 
company. A piece of ground was acquired 
in Church Street, on which a building was 
erected; and this, rebirilt and added to, forms 
the present Northern Meeting Rooms. In 1801 
a serious misfortune occurred.^ A candle 
manufactory was in close proximity to the 
building, above which a powder maga- 
sine was kept! In those days the publio 
regulations with reference to explosive 
articles must have been extremely lax. One 
niglit the heat of the candle factory reached 
the powder ; an explosion ensued, causing 
tbe loss of seven lives and injury to many 
other persons. The buildings of the Meet- 
ing, as well as the factory itself, wee greatly 
damaged. The Rooms, however, were soon 
rebuilt, and in 1&45 or thereabouts assumed 
their present form. Internally they have 
been greatly improved since that time. 
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Hie annals of the Meeting in the first 
quad'ter of the Nineteenth Century are 
set forth in the pages of this yolnme. Tear 
after year the members assembled, passed 
their time in ^'social intercourse/' ana parted. 
From 1788 until the present time, the Meet- 
ing has continued to oe a favourite gathering 
both for county families and autumn visitors. 
In 1795 a proposal was made to adjourn the 
Meeting for the year, so many members 
being necessarily absent in the service of their 
country. This proposal, however, was neea- 
tived, and the Meeting was held annually 
during the Napoleonic wars — although for 
years a considerable amoxmt of fines nad to 
be remitted to members ''necessarily ab- 
sent." In 1796 a paragraph appeared in the 
Edinburgh newspapers, stating that con- 
sidering the circumstances, the Meeting c^ 
that year had been well attended. It had 
passed off very successfully, 'Vith a brUliant 
assemblage of beauty and faishion.'' Hie year 
1832 was a blank in the history of the Meeting, 
the gathering having been adjourned in con- 
sequence of the prevalence of cholera ; and in 
1900 the balb were put off on account of the 
losses and disorganisation caused by the South 
African war. In the latter year, however, 
one day was given to Highland sports. Hie 
fines for absence have long since ceased to be 
exacted, and the terms of admission have 
more than once been changed. The uni- 
form is also a thing of the past, but the High- 
land dress holds its own. The Meeting con- 
tinues to flourish, and promises to continue 
for a long time to come as a fashionable and 
successful Highland institution. 
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Fortrose — Academy, Lec^acies, 34; Handsome contribu- 
tion, 42 ; New Episcopal Chapel. 241 ; Provost, 
188; Magistrates elected by poll, 126; Return- 
ing burgh, 45. 

Fowler, James, of Grange and Wellfield, ProTOst of 
Fortrose, 126. 

Foxes, Wild Cats, and Badgers killed at Brahan, 103. 

Eraser, Alex., of Inchooulter, 149. 

„ Alex., of Torbreck, 194; Mrs Fraser, 137. 
,, Alex., merchant, Inyemess, 140. 
„ Aroh. Thos. Fredk., of Abertarff, 98. 
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,. Thomas, Provost of Inverness, 5, 17, 68. 
Gladstone, John, Liverpool, 59, 185. 
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Olenfesbie, Forest of, 48, 49. 

Glengarry, Estates and Emi^:ration, xxvi. 

„ Jubilee of Georee HI., 28. 

Local Militia, ^. 
,, and Clanranald, 172, 194. 

Glenelg, 238. 

Olenlivet, Smug^cling, 235. 
Glen-Urqnhart, Funeral orgie, 207. 
Gooden, James, London, 60. 
Gold god found at Leys, 2.3.3-4. 250. ' 
Gollan, Gilbert, died in London, 22. 
Golspie Sheep Show, 200. 
Gordon-Cumming, Sir Wm., of Altyre, 95, 187. 

„ Jane, Duchess of, xxxvi., 11, 18, 28, 44, 47, 61, 
52, 68. 

„ Lady, of Gordonstoun, 14. 

„ Robert, of Drakies, 22. 
Gower, Earl, Marriage, 223. 
Grant, Archibald, Invermoriston, 226. 

„ Chas., M.P., Inverness County, 2, 58, 111, 142, 
147, 150, 153, 195, 220, 229, 231, 237. 

,, Chas., Lord Glenelg, M.P., Inverness Burghs, 
and afterwards County, 39, 45, 57, 69, 64, 
69, 70, 72, 104, 135, 142, 147, 150, 163, 181, 
203, 205, 216, 218, 220, 238, 252, 263. 

,, Captain, son of Mi-s Grant, Fones, 118. 

„ Colonel, of Grant, 67, 137, 181. 

,, Colonel, of Moy, 207, 118. 

„ Colonel Alox., C.B., 261. 

„ Duncan, of Bught, 38, 69. 

,, Duncan, Mullochard, afterwards Provost of 
Forres, 255. 

„ General Sir Lewis, 261. 

,, Hon. Alex., of Glenmoriston. 9. 

,, John, Grantown, "Admiral ot the Spey," 51. 

„ J. P., of Rothiemurchus, 66, 149. 

,, James, son of James Grant of Bught, 200. 

„ James, of Bught, Provost of Inverness, 37, 228. 

,, Francis Wm., Sheriff of Inverness-shire, 2y. 

„ James, of Redcastle, 19. 

,, Lieut.-Oolonel Colquhoun, Forres, 119, 180, 
256, 257. 

,, Lieut. David, Inverness, 68. 

„ Provost, Inverness, 62. 

,, Mrs and Miss, of Amdilly, 16. 

,, Patrick, Braemar, fought at Culloden, 237. 

„ Rev. James, Nairn, 90, 206. 
Sir James Robert, 261. 

,, Rev. John, Abomethy, 178. 

,, Rev. John, Duthil, 167. 

„ Rev. John, Elgin, 13, 78. 

„ Sir Robert. 271. 

„ of Grant, Sir James, 40. 

„ Sir James, 27, 46. 

„ Sir Lewis A., of Grant, 46. 

„ Sir Wm., Master of the Rolls, 134. 
Guild Brethren of Inverness and Freedom of Elec- 
tion, 130. 
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Gunn, John, Sheriff-Substitute of Nairn, 223, 130. 
Griffith Rev. Dr., Oxford, 16. 
Grave Ulothes, ready made, 24. 
Gray, Alexander, Lochbay, Skye, 84. 
,, Alexander, M.D., Bengal, founder of Gray's 
Hospital, Elgin, 12, 91 ; Will disputed, 31. 
Growth of Discontent, Riots in London, 112. 
Gunpowder Explosion in Inverness, 2 ; Magazine built, 4. 



Haig, William, Inverness Academy, 217. 
Hay, Alexander, D.L., Captain of Volunteers in Nam- 
shire, 7. 
Heavy Fall of Snow, 7 ; Heavy Rains, 7. 
Helmsdale, 162. 
Highland Distilleries, 101; Small StiUs, 101. 

„ Distillation, 85. 

„ and Lowland Distilleries, 90. 

„ Distillery Laws, 99, 102, 104: Small Stills, 
99, 102, 108; Reduction of Duty, 106. 

,, Whisky Prohibited in Southern Market, 102. 

,, Dress permitted in Highland Regiments, 24. 

,, Proprietors and the Reuef of Distress, 119,120 

,, Roads and Bridges, xi., xiv., xv., xvi., 3, 8. 

21, 22, 26, 46, 85, 137, 198. 

„ Funeral, Extraordinary Scenes, 121. 

„ Distress, 14: Meeting at Edinburgh, 15. 

,, Farmers and Ovei'stocking, 16. 

,, Education, 251. 

,, Road Impassable, 29: Snow-block, 14. 

„ Piper at Vimiera, 37. 

,, Prosperity, 156. 

,, Raid, the Last, 180. 

„ Society of Edinburgh, 11. 

„ Society of Inverness, 86, 87. 10^. 

„ Society of London, 6, 19, 100, 119. 

,, Society of Ross, Cromarty, and Suther- 
land, 138. 

„ Society of Scotland, 40, 76, 82, 92, 101, 106, 
107, 121, 146, 162 178, 193. 
Highlands— Distinguished Tiavellers, Bishop Forbes, 
XV. ; Pennant, xvi. ; Dr Johnson, xvii. ; Dr John 
Ley den, xlii. ; Dr Maoculloch, xliii. 
Highlanders and the Ladies of Brussels, 76. 
Highland Shearers, 161, 246. 
Holy Family, The, 3. 
Hood, Sir Samuel, Freedom of Inverness to. 18; 

Death, 81, 88^ 94. 
Hood, Mackenzie, Lady, at Stornoway, 90, 121; Mar- 
riage, 121. 
Horses. Improved Breed, 13. 
Hossack, Thomas, Excise officer, 6. 
Hoyes, Kev. Mr, Forres, 246. 
Houston, Lieut. Wm., Creich, 42. 

„ Hugh, of Creich, 42. 
Hunter, General, Halifax, 12. 
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Hmit4y, Marquis of, xxxvi., 16, 18, 45, 70, 71, 109, 119, 
125. 



Influensa in Inverness, 182. 

In^is, Will., of Kin^mills, zzxviii., 8. 

Ignorance in the Highlands, 167. 

Illegal Malting and Distilling, 62. 

Importation of wheat pei-mitted, 112. 

Innes, Sir Hugh, of LoohaLsh, xxv., 28, 55, 58, 157, 189. 

Introduotion, ix. 

Inyergordon Horticultural Society, 185. 
Ferry, 135. 

Inverness — ^Episcopal Chai>el built, 2; Anderson's 
Fund, 113; Aberdeen Dentist Visits. 36; 
Assemblies, 84; Athenseum, 86, 193; Bathing 
Machine at Seabank, 196 ; Bible Society, 
84, 127; '^lack*' Bridge, 15, 16, 131; Bridge 
Street Widened, 131; Bridge Tolls, 119; Burgh 
Reform, 127, 153, 155 ; Burgb*, Members of Par- 
liament, 44, 45, 57, 150, 182; Carrier to Fort- 
William, 41; Cattle Market at Islands. 84; 
Church Street Boarding School, 218; Circuit 
Court, 6, 14, 41, 65, 110, 120, 164 186, 195, 240, 
246, 247 ; Coach to Perth, 48 ; Coaches to Edin- 
burgh, 22, 26, 41, 42 ; Coiners and Tliieves, 103 ; 
Collection for Irish Distress, 210; Common Good 
and Petty Customs, 95, 201, 229, 246; Concert, 
200; "Courier'' Started, 128, 132; Constables 
Sworn in. 153, 228; Court-House in Bridge 
Street, 77, 94, 111; Coveied Drain in Church 
Street constructed, 146; Curious Excise Case, 
202; Custom House Statistics, 162, 177; Dis- 
franchised, 143; Distiller Ruined, 103; Distress, 
62: DeetructioQ of old trees, 208; Earthquake, 
Jail Spire twisted, 108, 109; Election Candidate 
Kidnapped, 181 ; Embankment at Longman, 70 ; 
Exnortation of Wood, 145; Fish Supply, 110; 
Geddes' Buildings, 60, 220; Guild Brethren and 
their Rights, 127; Harbour Improved, 98, 136; 
Head d Church Street Widened. 60; Heavy 
Tourist TraflBc, 185; Fund for labouring poor, 
120; Girl Killed on Castle Hill, 165; Gaol, 157; 
Gunpowder Explosion in 1801, 146 ; Improvement 
at top of Castle Street, 124 ; Incoiporated Trades, 
16; Insane Prisoner pardoned, 161, 162; Inter- 
esting Facts^39 ; Infirmary and Jail inspected, 
27. Jail — ^Woman escax>es, 31; wretched con- 
dition of, 155 ; prisoner escapes, 33 ; prisoner re- 
spited, 126. Jar of Coins found, 249; Ladies' 
Walk fornied, 151; Land feued at the Haugh, 
40; Loyal Address to Prince Regent, 83; Local 
Manufactures 87; Martinmas Market, 253; 
Mason Lodge Hotel, 40; Mildi Cow Market, 
16, 23; Cattle Market, 254; Soup Kitchen, 115; 
Public Flasellation of a woman, 117 ; Revenue of 
the Town, 158 ; Construction of Velocipedes, 164 ; 

87 
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Woollen Paotory, H, 32, 87, 154; Proposed Corn 

Market, 11; Snowstorm — ^three days without 
mails. 13 ; Theatre, 31 ; Packet for London 32, 
82: Downfall of Napoleon celebrated, 74 ; Militia 
Officer Conrt-martiiuled for giving a dance, 77; 
Parish Saving Bank. 83, 84; Ness Islands, 84, 
152 ; Soldiers embark for Spain, 68 ; Water Sup- 
ply, 85; Projected Newspaper, 'TTie Northern 
Star," 87; Society of Solicitors formed, 98; 
Price of Bread, 100; Licensed and Unlicensed 
Houses in 1816, 103 ; Skeletons found, 152 ; News 
Boom established, 131 ; Relief Funds, 1816. 17 ; 
Public Improvements, 136. Town Council — Amus- 
ing Petition, 136 ; election objected to, 138, 149 ; 
settled in Cknxrt of Session, 158, 215. Shore dues, 
151. Urns discovered at Aultnaskiach, 161; 
New footnath from Church Street to the Shore, 
171; Sacred Music Institution, 176, 179, 185, 
191; Coal Fund, 176; Population, 197; Sub- 
scription Library, 185; New Gaol and Court- 
house, 201, 218 ; New Chapel of the United As- 
sociate Congregation^ 202 ; Robbery of Bills and 
Papers, 217 ; Municipal Constitution Debate in 
the HoxBe of Commons, 219 ; New Com Market, 
229; Woollen Manufactorv at the Haugh, 235; 
Sohcitors* Dinner, 238; River in Flood, 252; 
Water and Gas Company, 253 ; Iron Foundry, 3. 
Inverness — Freedom of Burgh to— Donald Mackintosh, 
writer, Edinburgh, & ; Sir Charles Grant of 
Watemish, M.P., 45 ; General Gunn Munro of 
Grenada, 45: Sir James Mackintosh, 56; Sir 
Samuel Hood, 18. 

Farmers' Society, 3, 5, 7, 12, 32, 78, 83, 93, 

102, 109. 
Journal*' commenced, 4; sold, 83, 84; on the 
Com Laws, 99, 100. 

Militia, 23, 31, 35, 36, 43, 62, 66, 68, 101. 

Provosts of, 3, 17, 59, 62, 68, 82, 110, 126, 152, 
228, 246. 

Royal Academy, 15, 18, 22, 63, 90, 182. 

Schools, 192, 193, 194, 199. 
Invemess-shire — County Election, 250; County voters, 
248 ; County meeting, lively discussions, 191 ; Ad- 
dress to the Eling, 34. 
Inverness-shire, Dr Robertson's Survey, xxvii. 
Iron Ploughs, 103. 
Ironside, Rev. William, 17. 



JeflPrey, Francis, in Inverness, 44. 

Johnstone, Mrs, first Editor of 'TEnvemess Courier," 
133. 

Johnson & Sim, woollen manufacturers, Newmill, 32. 

Jubilee of George III. — Celebrations at Inverness, 
Dingwall, Beauly, Nairn, Tain, Dornoch, Fort- 
William, Ac., 28. 
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Kelp Industry, 49, 76, 204, 210, 218. 

Kennedy, Rev. John, Killeaman, 147. 

Ketchen, Ber. Isaac, Nairn, 183. 

Kilmoraok— Mrs Fraser, aged 103, died, 136. 

Kiltarlity— Disputed Settlement, 199, 208, 209, 216. 

Kingussie — ^Baces and Ball, 200. 

Kingussie aoid Laggan Poor, 201. 

King, Major J. G., died at Nairn, 107. 

Kirkhill — ^Woman dancing at 96, 7. 

Kyleakin founded, 44. 

Kyle of Sutherland. — ^Intense frost and thaw, 73. 

Knockando— Death of "Bed Jean,'' 53. 

"Lady of the Lake'* Advertisement, 33. 

Lancaster, Joseph, on Education, 94. 

Lauder, Thomas Dick, 105, 109. 

Land Tenure, xxvi. 

Law, John, Sheriff-Suhstitut^ of Sutherland, 166. 

Lawrence, Captain, of the Cliesapeake, 67. 

Leopold, Prince, of Saxe Ck>burg, in the North, 169, 170. 

Loob-Braoadale, Young Man Drowned, 37. 

Lochmaddy, Ship from Halifax arrived at, with cargc^ 

of prize goods and dispatches, 12. 
Loch-Nevis, Herring Stations, 50. 
Longevity in Boss and Cromarty, 228. 
Long Island, Proprietor's Statement, 41. 
London Missionary Society, 90. 
Loyal Addresses from Northern Counties, 173, 191. 
Lyon, James, Town Councillor, Inverness, 129, 143, 157. 



Mail Coaches and Conveyances, zxi., 2, 27, 29, 41, 145, 

152, 161, 166, 168, 172, 176, 179, 196, 201, 218, 

229. 
Malt Duty Unfavourable to Agi*iculturo, 177. 
Marriage by Catholic Priest attempted to bo declared 

IrregalAT, 94. 
Manchester, Duchess of, 16, 18. 

Martin, Bev. Donald, Chapel of Ease, Inverness, 35, 183. 
Matheson, Bev. C.^ Kilmuir, 122. 
Means of CcHnmonication, 2, 3. 
Medical Socie^ of the North, 140, 141. 
Meikle Ferry Disaster in 1809, 20, 21, 24; Belief Fund, 

29, 32 36, 43, 46. 
Mein. Bev. James, Nairn. 205. 
Memoers of Parliament lor Northern ConsUtuencies, 

150. 
Menoorabilia of Inverness, 1, 205. 
Merkinch Lands, 3. 
Militia, Local, zxxii., 24, 35. 120. 
Miller, Lieut.-Colonel, 1st Be^ment of Guards, 93. 
„ James, mathematical instrument maker, Lonr 
don, 200. 
Mills, Scarcity of, 139. 
Milne, Patrick, c^ Crimongate, M.F., 58. 
Mitchell, Joeeyh, xz., xlii., 254. 
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Montague. Lady Jean, 16. 
Mound, The, Sutherland, 137. 
Moray Firth, Growth of Shipping, 162. 
Morayshire, iDistress in. 14. 

„ Farmers' Club. 82, 54, 242. 

,, Members of Parliament, 181. 

Morrison, Lieut. Alez.^ KintaiL 65. 
Moyhall, Important Dinner, 46. 
Muir of Ord Market, 185, 250. 
Murray, Wm., Provost of Tain, 126. 
Murat, Joachim, ez-Eaii^ of Naples, Shot, 95. 
Mulbuie Oommon, Division of, 77. 
Munro, Captain Charles. Murdered at Resolis, 55. 
Catherine, Muraered at Tain, 13. 
Duncan, Frovost of Fortroee, 5. 
Lieut. -Colonel Duncan, of Culcaim, 35, 37, 48, 

68. 
George Gunn, Poyntzfield, 42. 
Dr Walter Ross, Calcutta, 44. 
Rev. Hugh, Nigg, 222. 
Rev. Thomas, Kjilteam, 96, 
Sir Alex., of Novar, 37. 
Sir Alex., Provost of Fortroee, 5. 
Wm., gardener, Rosehall, 197. 
Wm., schoolmaster, Thurso, 68. 
Macadam, Rev. Alex.. Nigg, 123. 
Macandrew, John, solicitor, Livomess, 62, 106. 
Maca.skill, Dr. D., Eigg, and Rev. Donald Fraser 

Drowned, 129. 
Macbean, Alex., janitor. Royal Academv, 149. 

„ Donald, Deacon of the Weavers, Liver- 

ness, 157. 
„ Eneas, yr. of Tomatin, died, 37. 
,, Rev. Alex., Edncardine, 181. 
Macorimmon, Lieut., celebrated piper. 19. 
M&cculloch, Dr., on the Situation of Inverness, 247. 
„ Sheriff, Tain, Drowned at Meikle Ferry, 20, 

21, 25. 
Macdonaldl, Dr., of Ferintosh, 60, 122, 146, 151, 238. 
James, of Balranald, 186. 
James, M.P., 5». 
John, Gaelic Poet, 234. 
John, Killichonate, 49. 
Lord, 243, 246. 
Lieut.-Colonel, of Staffa, 48. 
Marshal, Duke of Tarentom, 95. 
Mrs Janet, Tullochcrombie, died, 49. 
Maodonell, Alexander, Milnfield, 183. 

,, Colonel, of Glengarry, xxxviii., 24, 28, 38, 

35, 89, 95, 119. 
„ Lieut. Ronald, 85, 95. 

„ Mrs, Milnfield, 166, 167. 

,, Ranald, Scamadale, died, 96. 

., Wm., son of Coll of Barrisdale, 174. 

Maciarlane, Bishop, 169. 
Macfarquhar, R., Frovoet of Fortfose, 188. 

„ A., Garguston, Culloden veteran, 182. 
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Macgrcgor, Sir James, M.D., 262. 

jy John, murdered at Tain, 14. 

Macintyre, Rev. Duncan, Kilmallie, 123. 
Mackay, Hugh, of Skcrray. died, 104. 

,, James, St Louis, 240. 

„ Major Wm., 68th Light Infantry 186. 
Mackenzie, Captain Humberston, of the 78th. 117, 118. 

„ Captfirin Wm., late of the 42nd, died, 74. 

Colin, of Kilcoy, 188. 

„ Colonel Colin, Surveyor-General of India, 

202. 

,, General, of Avoch, died, 29. 

,, Hon. Caroline, of Seaforth, 221. 

,, Hon. Francis, of Seaforth, died, 70. 

„ Hon. Wm., Master of Seaforth, 53, 68, 77. 

„ James A. Stewart, of Seaforth, 121, 173. 

,, Kenneth, Fermoy, 163. 

,, , of Hilton, 106. 

,, Lady, of Avoch, 68. 

,, Lieut. Colin, Kinoraig, 67. 

,, Major Maxwell, Eoncraiff, 72. 

„ Major-General John Randell, of Suddie, 26, 

27. 

,, Major-General, M.P. fo4- Sutherland, 16. 

,, Major-General Patrick, 180. 

,, MrsMaiy Huinberston€^t53. 

„ Rev. Wm., minister of Tonsue, 73. 

,, Rodk.. of Flowerburn, diecL 60. 

,, Sir Alex., of Avoch, 68, 180. 

Sir George S., of Coul. 4, 121. 

„ Sir James W., of Scatwell. 215. 

„ Sir Kennetli, of Gairlocli, on Highland 

Roads, XV., xvi. 

,, Tliomas, of Applecroes, 105, 149, 181, 213. 

Mackid. Sheriff, Dornoch, 60. 
Blackiutosh, Angus, of Holm, died, 112. 

„ Captain Beauchamp, Millbank, 209. 

„ Captain Williajn, 38. 

,, Colouel William, of Millbank, died, 76. 

,, Inslis & Wilson, grocers, Inverness, 53. 

,, John, of Aberarder, died, 82. 

Lachlan, of Roigmore, 18. 

„ Lieut .-Colonel iKnees, Balnespick, 72. 

,, Mrs, wife of Provost William, Inverness, 

died, 94. 

,, Phineas of Diummond, died, 59. 

Rev. Angus, D.D., Tain, 146, 221. 

„ Sir James, 42. 49, 66, 66, 65, 73. 

,, Sir Eneas, of Mackintosh, 58, 119, 137, 178. 

,, Wm., chapman, transported. 27. 

,, Wm., son of Campbell Mackintosh, Towd- 

Clcrk, 87. 
Maclachlan, Ewen, librarian at Aberdeen, 96. 
Maclean, Mr, ar^t. Inverness. 239. 
Macleod, Colonel, or Geanies, 26. 36. 

„ Colonel Patrick, of tlie 78th, 5. 
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Macleod, Dr John, died, 39. 

„ Lieut.-Colonel, 15th Regiment Light In- 
fantry, died. 26. 
,, Lieut. -Colonel, 3rd Rcgt. Local Militia, 35. 
„ Mrs, of Macleod, 106. 
„ Mi-8. of Talisker, 180. 
„ Rodk. (fought at Quebec), died, 171. 
„ Wm., of Luskintyre, 40. 
,, Donaid, of Geanies, Sheriff-Substitute of 
Ross, 105, 244. 
Macpherson, Alexander, Kingussie, 47. 
„ Cai^tain George, R.N., 243. 

,, Captain James, 75. 

„ Captain William, 76. 

„ Donald!, Magistrate of Inverness, 184. 

,, Duncan, Kingussie. 47. 

„ -Grant, Geo., of Ballindblloch, 27, 102, 120. 

„ -Grant, of Ballindalloch, 181, 187. 

,, Ensign John, Blargymore, 95. 

„ Mrs, of Belleville, 16. 

,, Mrs Margaret, of Cluny, died, 18. 

„ Kenneth, Jamaica, 187. 

Macrae, Alex., oldest man in Scotland, died, 18. 
„ Alex., Demerara, 55. 
,, Kenneth, Deputy Paymaster-General at 

Jamaica, 13. 
„ Rev. John, Glenshiel. 223. 
Max^^uvish, Donald, of Stratlierrick, drowned at Col- 
umoia, 94. 
„ J., solicitor, Inverness, 75. 

Nairn — ^Bureh Magistrates, 105; Chief-Magistrate in 
trouble in Elgin, 120: Baths opened, 198; Fish- 
ing boat upset, 22; Jail, 120; Jubilee of George 
III., 28; John Straith's Monument, 105; Parish 
Church fell, 17; Pier, 70, 78, 130; Provost of, 
17; Prisoners escape, 197; Subscription Library 
established, 101; Town Council and Sale of 
Lands. 235 ; Dr Maoculloch, 240. 
Nairnshire Farmer Society, 78. 

,, Harvest Home. 129; Patriotic Club, 92. 

„ Farmer and Witchcraft, 134. 

„ Meeting in London, 59, 70, 78, 95, 122. 

„ Waterloo Relief Fund, 93. 

,, Loyal Address, 34. 

,, Members of Parliament, 56, 66, 182. 

, Militia, 35; Volunteers, 16. 

Napoleon Bonaparte, 48^ 60, 61, 74, 83, 90. 198. 
Neild, Jas., formerly High Sheriff of Buckingham, in- 
spects Inverness Jail and Infirmary, 27. 
Nicholson, Robert, adjutajnt, Inverness Recruiting Dis- 
trict, 148. 
„ Malcolm, Scorrybreck, 62. 
Northern Association of Gentlemen Fanners and 
Breeders of She^, 7, 15, 23. 
„ Burghs Members ol Parliament, 68, 182. 
,y Counties Almanack, 29. 
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Northern Horticultural Society, 84. 

„ Infirmary, 3, 93, 100, 170, 246. 

Meeting, 7, 17, 28, 37. 44, 56, 68, 77, 95, 111, 

125, 154, 172, 188, 201, 211, 229, 246, 

248, 277. 

„ Missionary Society, 2. 94, 122, 146, 151, 170, 

183, 186, 196, 209, 210, 224, 227, 242, 246. 

Novar House, 75. 



Oak Trees disooverod at Loch-DocJifour, 129. 
Observations at sea, 217. 
Old Man, 108 years, died, 115. 
Old Coins found at Burghead, 239. 
Ord, Rev. John, chaplain at Fort- William, died, 40. 
Ossian, Gaelic copy, j)resented to Louis XVUI., 100. 
„ „ Marshal Macdk>nald, Duke of Tarentum, 101. 



Parallel Roads of Glen-Roy, 138. 

Parish Bank Societies suggested, 76. 

Parliamentary Eleotioais--3loss-shire, 28, 149. 
„ Reform, 116. 

Parliament, 55, 69, 147 179, 192. 

Pate:-son, Rev. Mr, Auldearn. 35. 

Peninsular War — ^Napoleon aefeated at Leipsic, Ad- 
vanoe of Wellington, 61; Victoi*y of Vittoria, 
66, Victory of the AlHes. 69; Victory on the 
Nivelle, 70: Abdication of Napdeon, vl; AUies 
cross the Rhine, 72; Touiouse, 74; Waterloo, 89. 

Percival, Mr. Prime Minister, assassmation of, 57. 

Perpetual Motion, 154. 

Peterloo Massacre, 160, 169. 

Petrie, Alex., Deacon of the Shoemakers, Inverness, 157. 

Pillory, Elgin, female thieves in, 37. 

Plumbago, or Black Lead Mino discovered in Qlen- 
Strathfarrar, 135, 171, 173. 

Plockton, Loohalsh, 18. 

Pluscarden Abbey, 74. 

Poor Law, 242. 

Poor's Ooal Fund, 4. 

Population in Northern Counties, ix. 

Portions, Rev. Wm., Rafford, 73. 

Portree, 17. 

Potato Oop abundant, 79. 

Predominance of Female Population, 139. 

Preservation ol Game. 93. 

Price of Cereals in 1816, 110. 

Prisoners escape from Jail, 31. 

Prosperity of the country, 193. 



Queen Caroline, 175, 179, 183, 184, 185, 186, 188, 189. 
190, 191, 199. 
„ Charlotte, 156, 157, 
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Baff, Wm., Forres, drowned, 63. 

Railways su^estea in 1818, 145 j in 1822, 206. 

Keay, Lord, 120. 

Reform Motion rejected in Parliament, 121. 

Rejgiment (71st) emborks for Portngal, 37. 

Reid, John, Delnies, fought ab Fontenoy and Cnl- 

loden, 43, 139. 
Relief of Poor, 2. 
Religious Libraries. 173. 
Remarkable Drongnt, 197. 

Rents, Reduction of, in the H^hlands, 120, 137. 
Reston, Lord, died at Glendoidi, Perth, 164. 
Richmond! and Gordon, Duke of, xxxrii. 
Richmond, Rev. Legh, Turvey, 186. 
Rioting at Oroy, 224. 
Riots at Gruids, Sutherland, 195. 
River Ness water anaJvsed, 188. 
Roads of Scotland, Taylor and Skinner's Survey and 

Maps, xviii. 
Robertson, Colonel Alex.^ of Strowan, 217. 

,, Innes & Co., grooers, Invernees, 53. 

,, Jas., Killiohangie, foueht at CuUoden, 177. 

„ Dr. Jainee, of Aultnaskiach, Provofit of In- 

verness, xzxix., 110, 126, 139, 152, 246. 
,, Jeaoi, Invemess Character, 125, 126. 

,, Lieut. Simon Fraser, died, 17. 

„ Rev. Harry, D.D., Kiltearn, died, 94. 

Rosehall 11, 12. 

Rose, Colonel, of Kilravock, 24, 35, 56. 
,, Hugh, of Kilravock, 66. 
,, James, Excise officer, Stiniy, died, 53. 
,f Lieut.-Colonel, 16. 

,, Miss Alexandrina, of Kilravock, died, 103-4. 
,, Mrs Catherine, Invemess, died, 35. 
,, Rev. Mr, Invemess, 36, 196. 
,, Mrs Elizabeth, of Kilravock, died, 81, 96. 
Rose's Ind^endent Company of Veterans, 96. 
Rosemarkie New Parish Church, 166, 200. 

,, and Killeaman, Patronage dispute, 76. 

Ross, Benjamin, banker, Tain, 173. 

,, Captain John, Rosskeen, killed at Mayo, 69. 
„ Captain Thomas Oockbum, Shandhvick, died, 64. 
„ Munro, of Pitcalnie, died!, 33. 
,, Rev. Thomas, Kilmonivaie, 218. 
„ Rev. Thomas, LL.D., Lo^broom, 31. 
„ ^r Charles, of Balnagown, 6, 28, 68, 73. 
,, Synod of, against OaAhdic Emancipation, 208. 
Ross-shire oondemna lawlessness, 173. 

„ Members of Parliament, 52, 58, 77, 149, 

181, 215. 
„ Militia, 35; Coloura presented to 1st Regi- 

ment, 43 ; Inspection at Dingwall, 68. 
„ Petition to prohibit distillation of spirits 

from oom, 34. 
,, Suppression of unlicensed tippling houses, 

108. 
Bosskeen Church, alarming accident, 63. 
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Rothiemorohus — Alex. Bobertfion murdered, 141. 
Russian Suffering, Subscription from Inverness, 62. 



Sabbath Schools, 113, 287. 

Sage, Rev. Alexander, Eildonan. 240. 

„ Rev. Donald, Resolis, 19, 202. 
Salmon, j>rioe of, m 1816, 110. 
Salmon Fishing, 288-9. 
Saltoun, Lord, Ness Castle, 77. 
Sanquhar, Forres, 138. 
Schools in Inverness. 193. 
Scott, Major-General, 36. 
„ Major John Mackenzie, 52. 
,, Peter, Inverness Academy, 242. 
„ Rev. Mr, minister of Burgher Congregation, In- 
verness, 194. 
„ Sir Walter, 106, 192. 
Seafield, Earl of, xxxvii., 46, 80, 82. 
Seaforth, birth of an Heir, 146. 
Seceder Chapel erected. 3. 
Sellar, Patrick, Trial of. 103. 
Severe Winter, 9, 15, 112. 
Sheep Farms at Glengarry to let, 62. 
„ in Sutherland and Osithness, 124. 
„ Stealing, 32. 120, 136, 141, 194. 
„ and Wool Markets, 16. 23, 35. 
„ and Wool Markets in Invss., 109, 117, 122, 147. 
Sheriff Courts, 251. 

„ Substitutes of Scotland, 41, 86. 
Signed newspaper articles charged as advertise- 
ments. l77. 
Simpson, Alexander. Rector of Inverness Grammar 
Sodiool, 76. 
., James, elover, oldest man in Inverness, 164. 

Sinclair, George, of Ulbster, 43. 

,, Sir John, of Ulbster, 6, 48. 
Skinner, Right Rev. John, Bishop and Primus of Soot- 
land, 108. 
Skye— Destitution, 135; Farming Qub, 93; Vaccina- 
tion in 1818. 65. 
Slavery, 238-40. 
Smart ringing, 86. 
Smith, Laughlin, Quebec, 227. 

„ Rev. Robert, Oomarty, 288. 
Smuggled Salt, 124. 

Smuggling, xxxii.-xxxiv., 41, 62, 85, 101, 185, 188, 145, 
164, 174, 198, 194, 202, 223, 224, 226, 227, 241, 
245, 251, 254. 
Snow-blocks, 14, 176. 
Snow-«torms, 13, 139. 217. 
Society of True Highlanders, 88, 89, 95, 107, 110, 128, 

Speymouth — Giri murdered. 88; murderer sentenced, 

87 ; hanged. 38 ; unskilful executioner, 41. 
Sport in the Highlands, Twdfth of August reports, 110. 
Sunday Schools, 2, 26. -»*--, 
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Suppression of Beggins, 85, 111, 223. 
Sutherland, Absence ofcrime in, 51. 

,, Associfttion and the destruction of vermin, 199. 
„ Clearances, 168. 

„ Cs^tain John, Bridgend of Dunbeath, 50. 
„ — Coins found at Dalmore^ 34. 
„ Highlanders in South Afnca, 148. 
„ Improvements, 187. 

„ — Meeting to consider Distillery Lews, 102. 
., Members of Parliament, 58, 102, 181. 
Stephen, Dr Thomaa, Elgin, 92. 
Staffa and lona, 209. 
Stafford, Marquis of, 74, 120. 
Stake nets, 79. 
Steamboats, xxv., 176, 183, 188, 189, 190, 196, 200, 220, 

224. 
Stewart's Gaelio Grammar presented to Highland 

Schoolmasters, 63. 
Stewart, Captain John, Strathspey, 163. 
„ Mr, of Dunearn, 206, 244. 
„ Mrs, of TuUooh, near Blair, 212. 
,, Bev. Alex., Cromarty, 246. 
Still found at Abriachan, 136. 
St Kilda, 233. 

Stornoway, New Brig laimohed, 64; Harbour im- 
proved, 92. 
Straith, James, medical practitioner at Forres, died, 83. 
„ John, burgh schoolmaster «t Nairn, 59, 79, 95, 
105. 
Strange adventures of a pound note, 253. 
Strontian. Show of bulls, 36. 
St Sebastian, fall of, 68. 

Stuart, Hon. James, Lieut. -Governor of Fort-George, 
died, 15. 
„ William, Timdow of Abernethy, fought at 
Fontenoy, 44. 
Strathpeffer, 107, 123, 165. 
Swift sailing, 157. 

Tain — Woman murdered at, 13; first carrier from Ding- 
wall, 14 ; John Macgregor murdered at, 14 ; Dih- 
gence from Inverness, 24^ Foundation-stone of 
Academy laid, 35; Shooting without a licence, 
94 ; 100 guineas for poor, 113 : Provosts of, 126, 
188 ; JaiH 169, 247. 

Taylor, William, executioner, Livemess, 41. 

Teaninich Distillery, 237. 

Telford, Mr, and Mr Southey, in Inverness, 171. 
„ Thomas, engineer, at ClachniJiarry, 53. 

Telford Street, 4. 

Theatre in Inverness, 3. 

Thomson, George, the friend of Bums, 179, 185. 

ThombiBh Pier built, 98. 

Thurso, Causeway Mire Road', xvi.-xvii. 

Tiger Cat in Invermoriston, 6. 

T(^bacco Manufactory established) at Inverness, 106. 



INDEX. 299 

Tolls, 219, 226, 229, 244. 

ToTYean, Silver chain found at, 9. 

Tourists in the Highlancte, 25^ 43, 244. 

Tour of a Frenchman in Britain, amusing extracts, 107. 

Trades' CJorporations, 253. 

Travelling in the Highlands, 23, 184. 

Tullooh, John, A.M., Invemebs Academy, 42. 

Typhus fever in Forres, 137. 

Uist, North, wherry wrecked, 16. 
Ullapool, Large vessel burnt, 138. 
United States, Britain at war with, 61, 78. 
IFrquhart, Captain Charles, killed at Busaco, 38. 
,, (Ferintosh) Bible Society's collection, 40. 

Vaccination^ 5, 65. 

Velocipedes in Inverness, 164. 

Violent gales, 136. 

Volimteer Infantn^ dispensed with, 63. 

Voting by ballot in 1817 — election quashed, 115. 

Wade, General, and Highland Roads, xiv. 

Warrand, Lieut., gallant action, 68. 

Waterloo, Highland Brigade at, 89. 

Weather— Warm, 150, 209; Unfavourable, 56, 59, 110, 

252. 
Weights and measures, 253. 
Wellington, Dukedom oieated, 74. 
Wester Ross Farmers' Club, 54, 68. 
West Coest distress, 16. 
West Indian Colonies, 240. 
Wheat, high price of, 81. 
Whisky duties, 221, 226, 227. 

,. at a Funeral, 49. 
Wick, 210; Provost of, 187. 
Wills, James, Inverness Royal Academy, 166. 
Wilson, Wm., merchant, Inverness, died, 42. 
Wind and rain, flooding, 252. 
Wishart, Dr James, Dingwall, 107. 
Wolfe, General, at Inverness, 49. 
Wood, Rev. Alex., Rosemarkie, 27, 166. 
Woodhouselea, Lord, died, 62. 
Woman flo(7geMl through Inverness, 117. 
Wool, 35, 147, 165. 239, 253. ^ ^_ 

„ Market at Inverness, 122, 147, 183, 197, 209, 
225, 242. 

Toung, Bailie Thomaa, 3. 

„ Ebenezer. Inverness Academy, died, 16. 

,, John, publisher of "Inverness Journal," 1, 4. 

„ Murdo, of the ^'London Sun." 
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